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PLACES THEY REPRESENT, 


Aura County. (10) 


Hox. Hereules Rowley. 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. 


Borough of Antrim. 


Hon. Wm. John Skeffington. 


Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington. 
| Borough ef Belfaſt. 
Hon. Henry Skeffington. 
Hon. Joſeph Hewit. 
Borough of Liſburne. 
William =} Eſq; 


William Todd Jones, Eſq; 


Borough of Randalſtown. 
Michael Smith, Eſq; 
John Dunn, Eſqz 


| 
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/ 


Agnacn Covunry. (6) 


Right Hon. William Brown- 


low. 


William Richardſon, of Rich- 


hill, Eſq; 
Borough of Armagh. 
Henry Meredyth, Eſq; 
George Rawſon, Eſq; 


Borough of Charlemont. 
Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart. 


Right Hon, Henry Grattan. 


CarricxrerGUs CauNnTY and 


Town. (2) 


Conway Richard Dobbs, Eſq; 
Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; 


iv 


Ccarnratocn CounTY. 
William Burton, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Butler, Bart. 


Borough of Catherlogh. 
Sir John Browne, Bart. 
Sir Charles Deſvoeux, Bart. 


. Borough of Old Leigblin. 
Hon. Arthur Acheſon. 
Sir Edward Leſlie, Bart. 


Cavax Cour. 


(6) 
Charles Steuart, Eſq; 
John Maxwell, 73 Sworn, 
17th Fabry, | 8. 
Francis e Eſq; 1y 
the Room of the. ſaid John, 


Maxwell, declared not dnl; > 


returned. Sworn 22d Fe 
bruary, 1788. 
Borough of Belturöet. 
Right Hon. Sir Skeffington 
Smyth, Bart. 
Right Hon. David Latouche. 
. Borough of Cavan. 
Thomas Nebbit, Eſq; 


Right Hon. Henry 85 555 
Clements. 
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CLARE Couxrv. 


40 


Sir Hugh Dillon Maſly, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Ek; 


Borough of Ennis, 
Steuart Weldon „Eſq; | 
John Thomas TORT, E | 


- Cont Covvrr. (26) 


James Bernard, Eſq; 5 

Hon. Robert King, nb 
called Lord Viſcount King. 
borough. 


Bortigb of Baltimore. 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Sudley. 


chan Longfield, Eſq: 
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66 


Francis Bernard, Eſq; 


Lodge Morres, Eſq; 


Borough of Caſtlemartyr. 
Broderick Chinnery, Eſg; 
Henry Cox, Eſq; 


Borough of Char vill. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 
Richard St. George, Eſq; 


Sowa of Gloghnikilty, 
Thomas Adderley, Eſq; 
Charles O'Neill, Eſq; 


City 9 oY Gord. 
nt. Hon. J. Hely Hutchinſon. 


Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; 


Borough of Doneraile. 

Hon. Hayes St. Leger. 

James Chatterton, Eſq; 

John Haetiſon, Eſq,” in the 
Room of the ſaid Hayes St. 
Leger, now Lord Viſcount 
Doueraile. Sworn 18th Fe- 
bruary, 1788. 

JToaun of Li uſale. 

James Kearney, Eſq; 

Cromwell Price, Eſq; 


Town of Malloav. 
Denham Jepbſon, Eſq; + 
Sir James Laurence Cotter, Bt. 


Borough of Middleton. 
Col. Thomas Pigott. 
gona Dawfſotly Eſq; 
ough of Ratheormuck. 
cats be 1&8 Sheridan, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde, 
Town of Youghal. 
Robert Uniacke, Eſq; 
- James Uniacke, Eſq; 


DontcarL Covxry. (12) 


Alexander Montgomery, Efq; / 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Elq; 


- 


Borough of B. non. 
William O rien Eſqz 
Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 
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Borough of Donegal. 
Henry Hatton, Efq; 
Sir John Freke, Bart. 


Borough of Killybeggs. 
Right Hon. Wm. Conyngham.. 
William Colville, Eſq; | 


Borough of Lifford. - 
Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Sir Nicholas Lawleſs, Bart. 


Boraugh of St. Johnſtown. 
Hon. Robert Howard. | 
Hon. William Forward. 


Down CovuyTYy. (14) 
Right Hon. Arthur Hill, com 


Kilwarlin. 


Hon. Edward Ward. 


Borough Bangor. 
Edward Hunt, Eſq; 
Richard Magenis, Eſq; . 


Borough of Downpatrick. 
Clotworthy Rdwley, Eſq; 
Andrew Caldwell, Eſg; 


Borough of Hillſborough. 
William Montgomery, Eſq; ö 
James Bailie, Eſq; _ 

Robert Johnſon, Eſq; in the 
Room of the ſaid Jas. Baile, 


deceaſed. Sworn the 3 iſt of 


January, 1788. | | 


Borough of Wallyleagh. 
Sir John Blackwood, Bart. 


Borough of Newry. 
Robert Roſs, Eſq; . 
Iſaac Corry, Eſq; 


Borough of Newtown. 
Right Hon, ohn Ponſonby, 
Sir Wm, Evans Ryves Morres, 

Bart. r 
Henry Alexander, Eſqʒ in the 
Room of the ſaid John Pon- 
ſonby, deceaſed. Sworn 4th 


John La Touche, Eſq; 
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COMMONS. 


| DrocneDa CcuirTyY and 


Fown. (2) 


Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq; 
ohn Forbes, Eſq; | 


Dublin CovunTr. 


(10) 
Right Hon. Luke Gardiner. 
Sir Edw. Newenham, Knight, 


City of Dublin. 
Travers Hartley, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Warren, Eſq; 

Jnixerſity of Dublin. 


aurence Parſons, Eſq; 


Arthur Browne, Eſq; 
monly called Lord Viſcount | 


Borough of Newcaſtle. 


Thomas Whaley, Eſq; 1 
Borough of Swords. 

Charles Cobbe, Eſq; 

John Hatch, Eſq; 


FERMANAGH County. (4) 
Colonel Mervyn Archdall. | 
Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. - 


Borough of Enniſtillen. 
John Me. Clintock, Eſq; 
James Stewart, of Fort Stew- 

art, Eſq; 


Garway CounTy. | (8) 


| Right Hon. Denis Daly. 
wi 


liam PowerKeating Trench, 
Eſq; : | 

| Town of Atbenry. 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 
Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 


Town of Galway. 
Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 
Anthony Daly, Eſq; 

Borough of Tuam. 
Robert. Day, Eſq; 

Right Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, 
Bart. 8 


February, 1788. | 


ot MEMBERS OF THE 


KraRVY Couxnry. (8) | Borough of Inniſſioge. 
| George Ponſonby, Eſq; 


Sir Barry Denny, Bart. | : 
Richard 'Townſhend Herbert, Joba Ulaher, Eſq; wy. 
Eſa; Borough of St. Canice, Jlias 
| OF ns, B Triſbtoæun. 
„ Borough of Ardfert, _ Hon. Richard Anneſley. 
Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. Right Hon. J. Monck Maſon. 
John Tydd, Eſq; : 
City of Kilkenny. 


Borough of Dingle-couch. | Hon William Cuffe. 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Elq; John Butler, Eſq; 


John Townſend, Eſq; Fs þ of Heel 
| a orough of Knoc . 
i Borough of Trace. Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
James Carrique Ponſonby, Eſq; 
KiLpaxt County. (10) Patrick Welch, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitz- | George Bunbury, Eſq; = 


erald. 


- 


| John Wolfe, Eſq; Kixo's County. (6) 
Borough of Athy. Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
Right Hon. Lord Edward | John Lloyd, Eſq; 
Fitzgerald. | Borough of Banagher. 
Thomas Burgh, Eſq; | Peter Heines, Eſq; 
Borough of Harriſtown. | Edward Bellingham Swan, Eſq; 
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. Boroush of Philip/ta 
; ough of Philipſtowon, 
Tho. Burgh, of Oldtown, Eſq. John Toler, Eſq; 
f Borough of Kildare. | Henry. Cope, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Lord Henry Fitz. 
gerald. Lriraiu County. (6) 
Simon Digby, Eſq; | Peter La Touche, Eſq; 
Baorougb of Naas. Johu Gore, Eſq; | 
Hon John Bourke, commonly Borough of Carrick. 


called Lo1d Viſcount Naas. Right Hon. Thomas Pelham. 


f 


— dard King, Eſq; 
RiLkENNY CourTy. (16) | Borough of Jameſtoævn. 
Right Hon. William Brabazc: | Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Panſonby. - | Henry Bruen, Eiqz X 
Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. Livenicx County. (8) 


Bormgh of Callan. Tow Huck Mat. 
E 781 ena. | 
rd, Sow. a5" Fin Ur Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. 
; 4 , Y, £19 | Richard Oliver, Eſq; in the 
Borouzh ef Gorvran. Room of the ſaid Hugh 
George Dunbar, Eſq; Maily, now Lord Maſſy. 
George Burdett, Eſq; Sworn 12th March, 1788. 


HOUSE OF 


Borough of Aſteyton. 
Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
Richard Griffith, Eſq; 


Borough of Kilmallock, 


John Armſtrong, Eſq; 

City of Limerick. 
John Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq; 
Edmund Henry Pery, Eſq; 


Lonponverry County. (8) 


Right Hon. 'Thomas Conolly, 
Right Hon. Edward Cary. 
Borough of C olergine. 
Right Hon. Rich. Jackſon. 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; 

City of Londonderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
James Alexander, Eſq; 


Borough of Newtown Limavady. 
John Staples, Eſq; 
John Richardſon, Eſq; 


Loxcrory County. (10) 


' Laur. Harman Harman, Eſq; 
Henry Gore, Eſq; 

Borough of Granard. 
Robert Jephſon, Eſq; 
George Wm. Molyneux, Eſq; 


Borough of Laneſborough. 
Robert Dillon, Eſq; 
Cornehus Bolton, Eſq; 


Borough of Longford. 
Hon. Thomas —— 
Henry Stewart, Eſq; 
Borough of St. Fohnſtowon. 


Sir Thomas Fetherſton, Bart. 
Sir Nicholas Colthurſt, Bart. 


Louta County. (10) 
Rt. Hon. John Foſter, Speaker 
of the Hon, Houſe of Com- 


mons, 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq; 


n 


COMMONS. 


vii 


Borough of Atherdee. 


| Charles Ruxton, Eſq; 
William Ruxton, Eſq; / 
ö 

| | 
Right Hon. John Fitzgibbon. 


Borough of Carlingford. 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 
K.B f 


Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; 
Borough of Dundalk. 


| Right Hon. Robert Jocelyn, 


commonly called Lord Viſ- 


count Jocelyn. 
Hon. George Jocelyn. 
Borough of Dunhker. 


John William Foſter, Eſq; 


Henry Coddington. Eſq; 
Mayo CounTry. (4) 
Right Hon. James Cuffe. 


Hon. Denis Browne. 
Borough of Caſllebar. 

Hon. James Browne. 

Thomas Warren, Eſq; 


Mrarn County. (14) 


Right Hon. Hercules Langford 
Rowley. | 


Gorges Lowther, Eſq; 


Borough of Athboy. 
Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Thomas Bligh, Eſq; 

Borough of Duleek, 
Andrew Ram, Eſq; 


Abel Ram, Eſq; 


Borough of Kells. 
Hon. Thomas Taylor, common- 
ly called Lord Viſ. Headfort. 
Hon. Herc. Langford Taylor. 


Borough of Navan. 
John Preſton, Eſq; 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ratoath. 
Arthur Forbes, Eſq; 


John Metge, Eſq; 


Borough of Trim. ; 
Right Hos. 8 | 
ral John Pomeroy. | 
Hon. William Weſley Pole. | 


Moxacaax County. (4) 


Charles Powell Leſlie, Eſa; 
John Montgomery, Eſq; | 


Borough of Monaghan, 
Right Hoa. Rob. Lieut. Gen. 


Cuninghame. 


Right Hon. "Theophilus Jones. | 
Quzzx's County. (8) 


Re. Hon. Sir Joho Parnell, Bt. 
John Warburton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ballynatill. 
Sir Wm. Montgomery, Bart. 
John Moore, Eſq; | 

Borough of Maryborough, 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 
Frederick Trench, Elq; 


Borough of Portarlington, 


Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 
Robert Hobart, Eſq; 


Roscommon Covntr. 


Arthur French, Eſq; 
Sir Edward Crofton, Bart. 


Borough of Boyle 
Right Non f 
Robert Boyd, Eſq; ; 

Borough r Raſcommon. ' 
Captain George Sandford, 
Maurice Copinger, Eſq; 
©» Borough of ulli. 
Hugh Crafton Fitzgera pd, Eſq; 
ugh ein „Eſq; 


81500 Country. 


Charles O' Hara, Eſq: 
Owen Wynne, Eſq; 
x Borough of Sh | 
Right Hon. 8.45 Wynne. | 
Thomas Dawſon, Eſq; 


(8) 
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ing. 
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MEMBERS OF THE 


Daniel Toler, Eſq; 


William Pennefather, Eſq; 


Daniel Gahan, Eſq; 


Mc. 


Tirrzxaxr CounTY. (8) 
Henry Prittie, Eſq; 9 5 


City of Caſtel, 
| Richard Pennefather, Eſq; 


Borough of Clonmel. 
Hon, William Moore. 


Stephen Moore, Efq; 


Thomas Barton, Eſq; 


Tyrone CouNnTY. 


(10) 
James Stewart, Eſq; 
Nat. Montgomery Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Augher. 


Sir William Richardſon, Bart. 


Samuel Hayes, of Drumboe 
Caſtle, Eſgj; 

City of Clogher. 
| Sackville — ggg 
John Francis Cradock, Eſq; 

Borough of Dungannon. 

Hon. Thomas Knax. 
Lorenzo Moore, Eſq; 


Boraugh of Strabane. 


Hon. Henry Pomeroy. 


Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bt. 


Warizrozn County. (10) 


Right Hos. Jon Beresford, 
Sir James May, Bart. 


Borough of  Dungarvan. 
Marcas Beresford; 3 Ela. 3 
ann Greene, y | 

Liſmore, 


Boraug h ago 
Right Hon. Sir Henry Caven- 


diſh, Bart. 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart. 


Borough of Tallagh. 
Colonel Hugh Cane. 


John Hobſon, Eſq; 


HOUSE OF !COMMONS. 


City of Waterſord. 
Henry Alcock, Eſq; 


/ 


Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq; 
WrsruEATH CouNTY. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 
William Smyth, Eſq; 


 _ » Boroughrof Athlone. 
Sir Richard St. George, Bart. 
William Handcock, Eſq; 


Borough of Fore. ; 
commonly called Lord Viſ- 


count Delvin. | 


Gervais Parker Buſhe, Eſq; 
Borough of Kilbeggan. 

Henry Flood, Eſq; 

John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 


Manor of  Mullingar. 
Francis Hardy, Eſq; 
John Doyle, Eſq; 1 
Wzxrorp Couxrv. (18) 


Right Hon. George Ogle. 
Veley Colclough, Ef; 


Borough of Bannow, 
Henry Loftus, Eſqj * 
Nich. Loftus Tottenham, Eſq; | 


Borough of Clonmanes. 


Char. Tottenham, of Roſs, 
Captain Thomas Loftus. 
Borwgh of Enniſcorthy. 

Mountiford Longfield, Eſq; 

Conway Heatly, Eſq; | 
Borough of Fethard. 

Ponſonby Tottenhahi Eſq; 


Hon. Geo. Frederick Nugent | 


Eſq; | 
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= | 
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Right Hon. Alleyne Fitzher- 


Ephraim Carroll, Efq; 
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Borough of Gorey. 
Stephen Ram, Eſq; 
Major Richard Vowel, 


T own of News Refs. 


+ | Charles Tottenham, of Bally- 


curry, Eſq; 
Robert Leigh, Eſq; 


Borough of Tagbmon. 
Hon. Rich. Hely Hutchinſon. 
Robert Stubber, Eſq; 


Town of Wexford. 
Richard Neville, Eſq; 
Francis Leigh, Eſq; 


WicxLow 'County, (19) 


| Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 
Hon. John Stratford, 


Borough of Baltinglaſs. 
Warden Flood, Eſq; 


Sir John Allen Johtifton, Bart. 


2 © 


John Reilly, Eſqj- q; 
Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. 


| Borough of Carysfort, 


Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 
john Proby Oſborne, Eſq; 


bert, in the Room of the 
ſaid Jobn Proby Oſborne, de- 
ceaſed. - Sworn 19th Janua- 
ry, 1788, WE 5 
Borough of Wicklow. 
Edward Tighe, Eſq; 


Samuel Hayes, of Avondale, 
Eſq; 9 8 
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ATTENDING THE HONOURABLE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Chief Clerk, Edward Cooke, Eſq; 
Chief Aſſiſtant, Benjamin Higgins, Eſq; 
Clerk of the Journals and Papers, James Corry, Eſq; 
Clerk of the Engroſſments, Davon Ellis, Eſq; 
8 (c. Fred. Winſtanley, Efa; 
— 1 
| Jonathan Rogers, Eſq; 
Chief 38 Arms, Dixia Coddington, Eſq; 
Abus Serjeant at Arms, Thomas L'Eftrange, Eſq; 
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Tauss, JANUARY 17, 1788. 


Tur Houſe being met, according to the laſt prorogation!, 
the following meſſage was brought from his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : 
6% Mr. Speaker, 5 | 
„It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that 
e this Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Excel- 
lency ; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 
of Peers, where his Excellency was pleafed to make a ſpeech to 
both Houſes of Parliament, of which, the Speaker ſaid, to pre- 
vent miſtakes; he had obtained a copy, which he read to the 
Houſe ; and it was'afterwards read by the Clerk at the table, and 
is as follows: [ | 

« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
& His M 


ajeſty having been pleaſed again to call me to the 


meet you in Parliament. | 


government of Ireland, I have received his royal commands te 
Vor. VIII. 11; 


2 PARLIAMENTARY [Jax 17, 


er At the fame time that 1 feel my ſelf highly flattered by this 
repeated mark of his Majeſty's confidence, I muſt lament with 
you the heavy loſs which his ſervice has ſuſtained by the death of 
the Duke of Rutland, whoſe public and private virtues had ſo 
deſervedly conciliated the eſteem of this kingdom. 

His Majeſty is perſuaded that you will ſhare the ſatisfaction 
which be feels in the preſent ſituation of foreign affairs, and par- 
ticularly in the reſtoration of the conſtitution and tranquillity of 
the United Provinces, favoured by the ſeaſonable and vigorous 
exertions which were made by his Majefty, and by the brilliant 
ſucceſs of the Pruſſian troops under the conduct of his Serene 
Highneſs the Duke of Brunſwick. The meaſures which his 
Majeſty has adopted on this occaſion have been productive of 
advantages which, while they have added to the luſtre of his 
crown, have materially promoted the eſſential intereſts of his 
dominions. 


& Gentlemen of the Houſe of 83 | 
& T have ordered the national accounts and the neceſſary eſti- 
mates to be prepared aud laid before you ; and with the fulleſt 
confidence in your zeal and loyalty, I obey his Majeſty's com- 
mands in recommending to you to provide for the public ſervice. 


6 Lwds and is 
% My former experience of the affectionate attachment which 
his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland have borne to his perſon and 
government, and the very particular intereſt. which I mult feel in 
your welfare, will never fail to animate my endeavours in purſuit 
of every object which may promote hrs Majeſty's paternal wiſhes: 
for the happineſs of this kingdom. With this view, 1 muſt more 
eſpecially dire& your attention to the ſupport of that great ſtaple 
of your commerce, the Linen Manufacture, to the protection 
and regulation of the Proteftant Charter Schools, to the ſecurity 
of the Church of Ireland, and to thoſe principles which your 
wiſdom and humanity have already pointed out for the advance- 
ment of education and of uſeful knowledge. | | 
© I have ſeen, with particular ſatisfaction, your riſing proſ- 
perity, and the rapid encreaſe of your commerce and manufac- 
- tures: And I ſhall be anxious to co-operate with you in improv- 
ing the advantages which the credit of the country mult derive. 
from the bleſſings of peace, But while you are % nfible of the. 
value of theſe bleſſings, I am- perſuaded that you feel the warm- 
eſt concern for the honour of his Majeſty's crown, and for the 
general intereſts of the, empire; aud that there is no pait of his 
dominions from which his Majeſty would have received a warmer. 
or more zealous ſupport, if he had judged it peceliary to call forth 
iuto . = her it and dender of his people. 


2 


b in, ele tu move, the adllteſa ta bis Majeſty. - — 4 
ca no language could be too ſtrong to expreſs the 1 s we 
4. 1 
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feel in being governed by a prince whoſe conſtant unremitting 
ſtudy is the paternal care of all his ſubjects; and he hoped long, 
long might he live in the hearts of the people of this kingdom. 
His lordſhip, in a pathetic ſtrain, deplored the death of the Duke 
of Rutland, our late Chief Governor, to whoſe virtues he paid 
every tribute of applauſe. He dwelt for ſome time on thoſe qua- 
lities which had ſo highly endeared that much lamented noble- 
man to the people of this country; as excited a return of the moſt 
grateful nature. His lordſhip obſerved, that his Majeſty's at- 
tention to the intereſt of this country, manifeſted by his re- ap- 
pointing to its government, a nobleman whoſe merit and good 
conduct, during his former adminiſtration, had deſerved and re- 
ceived the unanimous approbation of Parliament, demanded orr 
warmeſt acknowledgments ; a nobleman attached as he was by 
the ſtrongeſt ties, ſo was he confident that his undeviating object 
would be, the promoting the intereſt of Ireland; and he ſaid, 
he reſted ſatisfied that the nobleman now at the head of the admi- 
niſtration of this country would gain more and more the confi- 
dence of the people. He touched on that part of the ſpeech 
which noticed the re-eltabliſhment of tranquillity in the Seven 
United Provinces ; for his part, inſtead of congratalating his 
Majeſty on the ſucceſs of his forces, he felt a greater pleaſure in 
Ending that an appeal to arms was rendered unneceſſary, and 
that owing to the wiſdom and fpirit of his Majeſty's councils ; 
at the ſame time, if ſuch an appeal was found neceſſary, he was 
bold to ſay, that none would be found more ready to riſk their 
lives and fortunes in. the ſervice .of the empire at large, than his 
Majeſty's loyal ſubjects of Ireland. His lordſhip concluded with 
moving, | „ 

- That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, laying 
before his Majeſty our unfeigned expreſſions of duty, loyalty and 
attachment to his Majeſty's royal perſon, family and government. 
To repreſent to his Maceſty, that we cannot ſufficiently deplore 
the heavy loſs which his Majeſty's ſervice has ſuſtained by the pre- 
mature and much-lamented death of our late Chief Governor. 
That the wiſe and ſteady courſe of his public adminiſtration had 
. eſtabliſhed the tranquillity and exalted the credit of the nation, 

whilſt the amiable tenor of his private virtues had conciliated the 
love and eſteem of every rank and deſcription of the people ; and 
that as long as the nobler qualities of the mind, the benevolent 

affections of the heart, affability in deportment, and complacency 
of manners, ſhall continue to warm the feelings and engage the 
attachments of a generous and grateful nation, the memory of the 
| Duke of Rutland will be preſerved and cheriſhed in the boſoms 
_ of Iriſhmen. To aſſure his Majeſty, that amidft theſe effuſions 
of our heart-felt regret, we acknowledge his Majeſty's peculiar 
attention and regard to our ſituation in the re- appointment to be 
Chief Governor of this — a nobleman, who, during his 

| 2 | | 
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former reſidence in Ireland, had exerted” the moſt unremitting 
attention to its affairs and intereſts, and merited the ampleſt teſti- 
mony of gratitude for the wiſdom and integrity of his govern- 
ment. That we fully participate in the fatisfaQtion which reſults 
to his Majeſty from the preſent ſituation of foreign affairs. That 
we are ſenſible of the beneficial conſequences which have ariſen 
from the reſtoration of the conſtitution and tranquillity of the 
United States, favoured by the brilliant ſucceſs of the Pruſſian 
troops under the conduct of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of 
Brunſwick ; and that we acknowledge the wiſdom of the ſeaſon- 
able and vigorons exertions which were made by his Majeſty dur- 
ing the courſe of thoſe events, and which have proved fo materi- 
ally conducive to the luſtre of his crown, and to the eſſential in- 
tereſts of his dominions. That, zealous for the honour of his 
Majeſty's government, we ſhall chearfully provide the ſupplies 
that may be neceſſary for the public ſervice. That we entertain 
the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude for the aſſurances which we have 
received from the throne, of his Majeſty's paternal withes for the 
bappineſs of this kingdom. That we fhall cultivate with earneſt- 
neſsthoſe objects which have been recommended to our care, by 
direQing our attention to the further extenſion of our Linen Ma- 
nufacture, the protection and regulation of the Proteſtant Char- 
ter Schools, the ſecurity of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and to thoſe 
principles which wiſdom and humanity point out for the promo- 
tion of education and uſeful knowledge. That in reviewing the 
. progreſs which our commerce, manufactures and credit have made 
under his Majeſty's auſpicious protection and influence, we are 
ſtimulated to cheriſh with encreaſed aſſiduity the bleſſings of 
peace, To repeat, however, with chearfulneſs, our declaration 
to ſtand or fall with Great Britain: and to aſſure his Majeſty, 
that if the honour of his Majeſty's crown, or the intereſts of his 
dominions, had obliged his Majelly to reſort to the ſpirit and 
reſources of his people, there is no part of his empire from which 
his Majety would have received a warmer and more zealous ſup- 
port than from his loyal ſubjects of Ireland.“ | 


Captain Pacxexnan ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. WzsTBy.—From the conduct of our preſent Viceroy on 
his former appointment to the government of this country, as: 
well as from that integrity of mind and purify of conduct which 
am ſatisßed he moſt, emĩnently poſſeſſes, but alſo from his great 
and extenſive knowledge of our political ſyſtem, added to his un- 
wearied aſſiduĩty in inveſtigating even the minutiæ of our public 
affairs, I am induced to take this public opportunity of expreſſin 
my hearty approbation of the preſent addreſs. But though 
have expreſſed myſelf thus warmly on the preſent occaſion, from 
tac impreſſions which I now entertain of the intentions of our 
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preſent Viceroy for the good of this country, yet ſtill, Sir, I 
would not have it underſtood that he is to expect either my coun- 
tenance or ſupport, or that I ſhall contribute an atom towards 
the ſupport of his adminiſtration longer than I am ſatisfied he ſhall 
purſue ſych meaſures as ſhall tend to the advantage and real good 
of this country. But if I ſhould hereafter at any time find myſelf 
miſtaken in the impreſſion which I at preſent entertain of his in- 
tentions, with reſpect to the public weal, or ſo ſoon as I ſhall find 
him deviate from that line of rectitude which has hitherto marked 
his conduct, I ſhall no longer think him entitled to that confi- 
dence and ſupport which I hope every honeſt independent mem- 
ber of this Houſe would otherwiſe afford him, who conſiders for 
a moment that high truſt and important duty delegated to him 
by the community at large; and I truſt, Sir, that whilſt I know 
myſelf, and have a proper ſenſe of that duty which I owe to the 
public in general, and to my conſtituents in particular, I ſhall 
never afford my aid or aſſiſtance to any adminiſtration who ſhall 
attempt to act inconſiſtent to the true intereſt of this country, 
and when I purſue a different line of conduct, I ſincerely hope 
I may no longer be thought worthy of a ſeat in this Houſe. 

And here, Sir, permit me for a moment to pay that tribute 
which I think juſtly due to the memory of a nobleman I el 
revere, whoſe amiable conduct and generous deportment through 
life, moſt highly endeared him to every man, and the meaſures 
of whoſe adminiſtration, though I neither approved of or ſupport- 
ed, yet Iam convinced that no man poſſeſſed a heart more ſtrictly 
juſt or ſteadily attached to the real intereſts of this country, and 
that any meaſures inimical to this country, that were adopted 
during his Adminiſtration, ought not to be attributed to him, but 
to the artful and inſidious councils of thoſe men who much more 
regarded their own intereſts than the real good of their country. 


Mr. Paxsoxs ſaid he had not in attending to the noble lord's 
motion for an addreſs, been able to perceive any thing but a 
mere echo of the ſpeech, which, ſpeaking of the Duke of Rut- 
land's adminiſtration, ſeemed entirely to approve of it, and to 
bind the Houſe to purſue the ſame meaſures which that Admini- 
ſtration had done. He owned he was not at the moment pre- 
pared to enter into a ſubject of ſo much importance, but there 
were ſome points ſo notoriouſly diſagreeable, and ſo highly inju- 
rious to the country, that he could not for a moment ſuppoſe the 
Houſe would àdopt any meaſure which would look like an appro- 
bation of them, much leſs would it pledge itſelf to retain all the 
meaſures of the Duke of Rutland's adminiſtration. He truſt- 
ad the Houſe would not now approve the act by which the preſs 
in Ireland was laid under a degree of reſtraint unknown in Eng- 
land; he well knew that under certain circumſtances, very dif- 
ſimilar laws might be found neceſfary in the two countries, but 
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the great fandamental principles of law ought to be the ſame in 
both; and therefore he hoped under the preſent Adminiſtration 
to ſee the preſs liberated from the ſhackles which the laſt had im- 
poſed : He alſo hoped to fee the unconſtitutional exerciſe of at- 
tachments diſcontinued ; the preſent Adminiftration he truſted 
would fecl no neceſſity for ſuch a guard. He alſo hoped a gene- 
ral police and riot-a&, would be no longer deemed neceſſary; 
and therefore if gentlemen meant to do away theſe abominations, 
he could ſee no neceſſity for pledging themſelves to, or for ap- 
proving of them; they were all acts which tended to encreaſe 
prerogative, and diminiſh liberty, and. the addreſs as it ſtood em- 
braced” them all, 

He obſerved, that throughout the whole ſpeech, and the (hole 
addreſs, the word economy was no where to be found; he aſked, 
therefore, did. the preſent miniſtry mean to continue the ſame 
{ſyſtem of extravagance, by which the laſt had loaded the coun- 
try with taxes? Or did they mean to retrench ? If the latter, 
why not declare it? The expences of the country were, he ſaid, 
enormous, and exceeded thoſe of Lord Carlifle's intim 
which was deemed ſufficiently profuſe, by a ſum of not leſs than 
660, oool. per annum; he again deſired to know, was the pro- 
fuſion to be continued? Phere was no promiſe to the contrary 
in the ſpeech, and therefore every man muſt infer it was; though 
it would be ſomewhat ſtrange, after all the examination which 
had been made into the public offices, and which the nation ſup- 

ren was for the purpoſe of retrenchment, | 


Sir Henry HaxTsTonGe.—My honourable friend 1s utterly 
miſtaken in his ideas of the ſpeech and the addreſs—the addreſs 
does but expreis that grief which we all feel, and I hope my honou- 
rable friend fecls for the loſs of the good; the amiable Duke of 
Rutland: it does not concern itſelf about the laws, let them be 
imputed where he will; and as to the word œconomy, which my 
honourable friend is ſo deſirous of introducing, I am extremely 
glad it is not in the ſpeech, becauſe I have obſerved that thoſe 
governors, whofe ſpeeches moſt abounded with ceconomy? in 


their actions manifeſted the greateſt want of it. 


Mr. Parsons ſaid he now roſe to make an amendment to the 
n addreſs, by ſtriking out all that part relating to the 
Duke of Rutland's fteady adminiſtration. He did nat intend, 
he ſaid, to caſt any blame on the memory of that nobleman ; 
whatever blame was due ſhould juſtly be thrown upon his ill advi- 
ſers, his evil counſellors, who had prevented the effects of his 
noble and virtuous e e 7 "— ed by the 
country. | 


Sir Rica ARD St. — n Mr. Parſons! s motion. 


a 
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The Honourable DREXNIS BROWN E. — I never can fit ſilent 
and hear an imputation caſt upon the memory of that truly ami- 
able nobleman the Duke of Rutland. I ſaw the pain, the tor- 
ture, the Houſe ſuffered while. the honourable gentleman was 
ſporting with their feelings, and I am ſurprized they bore it fo 
patiently ; I am furpriſed that they did not, forgetful of order, 
riſe and tear from his hands any paper which could tend to 1n- 
jure the honour of the man whom every body loved. We all 
know how deſervedly dear the Duke of Rutland was to Ireland: 
When he arrived here he found the country torn with faction and 
general diſcontent—but when he left us, he left but one ſenti- 
ment throughout the land- the utmoſt love and affection for his 
amiable character and diſpoſition, and the deepeſt ſorrow for his 
untimely loſs.” NT REDD | 


The ATTornEy GENERAL, (the Right. Hon, John Fitzgib- 
bon.) Had I thought the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman 
deſerved any reply, I ſhould have been the firſt to riſe againſt it:; 
but the attack is ſo very impotent, that the beſt way is to pals 
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it by in contemptuous ſilence, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcnrQUeR, (Sir John Patmell, 
Bart.) To ſhew what degree of credit is due to genexal aſſer- 
tions, unſupported by argument or by fact, I ſhall juſt take notice 
of what the honourable gentleman has ſaid concerning profuſion. 
The honourable gentleman ſtates, that though Lord Carliſle's 
adminiſtration was deemed profuſe, we are now actually ſpending 
at the rate of 660,000. per ann. more than during that Admini- 
ſtration. 8 

Now the fact is, that the national expence for the two years of 
Lord Carliſſe's adminiſtration was 2,067, oool.— the expence of 
the year 1786 was 1,082, oool. ſo that where the gentleman will 
find the encreaſe of 660, oool. he only can explain. I do but 
mention this, Sir, to ſhew what credit is due to general aſſer- 
tions, for I have no idea of following the honourable gentleman 
through the whole length of his ſpeech ; for, Sir, if we were to 
attend to ſuch foreign matter, we ſhould haye to debate again all 
the queſtions that ever were debated in this Houſe. As to the 
Duke of Rutland his merits are roo deeply engraven on the minds 
of men—his loſs is too much lamented by the nation—for any 
thing the honourable gentleman can ſay to change the public 


Opinion. ; 


Mr. BzownLow ſaid he did not think the Houſe called upon 
to enter into an animadyerſion on the meafures of the laſt Admi- 
niſtration; the words of the ſpeech, or af the addreſs, did not 
call for approbation, or challenge animadverſion; they were in 
ſome degree words of courſe, and ſuch as might well be conceded 
to the feelings of gentlemen, exprefling no more than a juſt tri- 


bute of gratitude to the memory of the amiable Duke of Rutland. 


8 PARLIAMENTARY [IX. 17, 


As to our preſent Chief Governor, he ſaid, his ſituation was 
different from that in which any other Chief Governor had ever 
ſtood we had had experience of his ability and diſpoſition to 
e our proſperity he had already given proofs of his talents 
for the great buſineſs of Government, and had ſhewn. the moſt 
friendly diſpoſition to our liberties and commerce; every thing, 
therefore, which could tend to benefit the country might be ex- 
pected from him: nor were his expectations of ceconomy the leſs, 
becauſe the word was not to be found in the ſpeech ; for he 
agreed with an honourable member, that thoſe. governors who 
* moſt loudly. of ceconomy had exerciſed the ſmalleſt portion 


Mr. ConoLty.—Though I have often voted againſt the mea- 
ſures of the, laſt Adminiſtration, yet now I think-it but candid 
to declare my opigion of the man whoſe death this nation laments. 
No man ever poſſeſſed a better heart than the Duke of Rutland 
did ; if ever he erred, it was the error of judgment ; he thought 
he was acting right; no earthly conſideration could induce him 
to do the thing that he thought wrong if any of the acts which 
paſſed during his Go ment are improper, let the majority of 
this” Houſe be blamed;. for a more honourable man than the 
Duke of Rutland never lived in any country, and he, I am con- 
vinced, acted for the beſt. I muſt therefore reject any thing that 
can ſeem to glance the ſlighteſt imputation on his memory; but 
T will carneltly.concur in whatever may ſerve to hand him down 
4 polterity, as he really was, a man of the molt exalted truth and 

onour. 5 RY | | 


Mr. Paxsoxs ſaid he never meant to impute the i jurious mea- 
ſures which he had mentioned, to any one but the Duke's evil 
coanſellors; he would, however, conſent to withdraw his amend- 
ment, but he thought he had a right to enquire on the firſt day 
of the ſeſſion, what ſyſtem miniſters intended to purſue. It was 
always the practice in England to give ſuch infortniation, and he 
did not ſuppoſe miniſters would refuſe it here. He hoped that 

though' gentlemen deemed a promiſe of economy unneceſſary in 

| the Fetch, they would have no objection to its being introduced 

into the addreſs; he would therefore move after the word /ervice, 
ta inſert *heſe words uud wwe hope that an gedual fyflem of aco- , 

nom) <vill de eſtabliſhed, in place of that diſgracefill profufion which 

the nation has ſo much reaſon to lament. Sho. 

He concluded by obſerving, that what he had ſaid reſpecting 

the increaſe of the public expences, had been controverted by 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; he had not the documents 

about him on which he had founded his opinion; he was how- 

ever confident his opinion was well founded, and he doubted not 

that to-morrow he would be able to demonſtrate the ſame to the 

Houſe. | | 
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The CxanceLLoR oF THE Exciytouer,—lf the public ac- 
counts are not ſufficient documents, I do not know what are; 
but the honourable gentleman ſays he will be better prepared to- 
morrow; I would adviſe him then to defer his motion till to- 
morrow, for I ſhall not agree to theſe wholeſale kind of charges, 
though I am ready whenever he chuſes to go into the accounts 
If the honourable gentleman does not chuſe to meet me there, 
if he cannot ſhew ſome ground for his aſſertions, I hope the 
Houſe will think with me, that no attention ſhould be paid to 
general unfounded charges. | 85 


Mr. Cox xx faid he roſe with feelings very different from thoſe 
on former occaſions, when the acts of the laſt Adminiſtration 
were under diſcuſſion he roſe with the molt poignant diſtreſs 


the ſubject of debate. Was the addreſs to pledge gentlemen to 
any ſyſtem, gentlemen might heſitate between the feelings of 
their hearts, and their duty to the public, but as it did not, he 
could ſee no reaſon for oppoſing it; and he intreated gentlemen. 
would not ſtain the journals with any thing like a cenſure on the 
illuſtrious dead. He ſaid he had never received a favour from the 
Duke cf Rutland, his praiſe might therefore be deemed the more 
unbiaſſed and fincere ; but he had the honour and the happineſs 
to live in private with him, and he would be ever ready to de- 
clare, that a more honourable, benevolent, virtuous man never 
had exiſtence. . He begged his honourable friend would with- 
draw his motion, and not preſs a ſubje& repugnant to the feelings 
of every man who heard him; for his part, he was ready to aſ- 
ſent to every thing that could expreſs the love, veneration and 


reſpect which the Houſe and the nation entertained for the me- 


Pd 


mory of the Duke of Rutland, | | . 
Mr. Paxsoxs ſaid he had no objection to obliging the ho- 


nourable gentleman by withdrawing the amendment, though he 


could not perceive how any cenſure could be inferred from it. 


The ATTORNEY. GENERAL, —If the honourable gentleman 
thinks fo, let him put his abſurdity to the Houſe, otherwiſe let 
him withdraw it; but ſure he cannot think it reaſonable—firft 
to tire the Houſe with a long ſpeech upon the addreſs—then to 
move an amendment then to make a ſpeech upon that amend- 
ment—then to withdraw his amendment, with a ſpeech upon 
withdrawing—then another amendment with another ſpeech. 
If it is the honourable gentleman's pleaſure to put his amend- 
ment, let it be done—but let him not trouble the Houſe a fixth 
time upon this painful buſineſs. "-- | 


Mr. Pancons ſaid he had 1 — 5 been forward to ſpeak, nor 
had what he ſaid ever been influenced by office or emolument. 


at hearing the character of the amiable Duke of Rutland made 
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The queſtion was put on Lord Delvin's motion, and it paſſed 
unanimouſly, and a committee was appointed to draw up an 
addreſs to his Majeſty. 


* 


- 


Lord HBA Droxx moved that an humble addreſs of thanks be 
preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for his moſt 
excellent ſpeech this day to both Houſes of Parliament. 


| Mr. MaxwzLL ſeconded the motion, and after alluding to the 
toſs this nation had ſuſtained by the death of the Duke of Rut- 
land, whoſe virtues all men honoured and revered, expreſſed the 
high ſenſe of gratitude which the nation owed his Majeſty, for 
having repaired that loſs, by appointing a ſecond time to the 
government of this kingdom a nobleman, in whoſe great capa- 
city, tried integrity, and zeal for the public welfare, all men had 
place? the moſt unbounded confidence. | 


The reſolution for an addreſs. to his Excellency paſſed unani- 
mouſſr. | —S 

The Hon. Mr. Axntstty ſaid he begged to call the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to a ſubje& of the laſt importance to the North 
of Ireland, and which ſeemed to threaten the linen manufacture 
with much miſchief. A bank, he faid, had been eſtabliſhed in 
Belfaſt, for the purpoſe of iſſuing guinea notes. The proprie- 
tors, he admitted, were men of character and property, but not- 
withſtanding, ſhould it from any accident happen, that a run 
upon this bank ſhould take place, the moſt fatal conſequences to 
the ſtaple of the kingdom were to be apprebended. He, there- 
fore, felt it his duty to ſtate the fact to the Houſe thus early, as 
he knew the contagion was ſpreading, ſeveral fimilar banks being 
about to open, by which there was every reaſon to fear, that in 
a ſhort time there would not be found a guinea in ſpecie in the 
North of Ireland. Ply e G, 
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Lord DzLyin reported from the committee appointed to draw 
up an addreſs to his Majeſty, that they had drawn up the follow- 
ing, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the table. 


The humble Abpakss of the Kyichrs, Ciriz xs, and Bun- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled, to the Ktxc's moſt Excel- 
lent MajesTY. ; = | 

4 Moſt Gracidtis Sovereign, + | 
We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to lay 
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before your Majeſty our unfeigned expreſſions of duty, loyalty 
and attachment to your royal perſon, family and government. 
« We cannot ſufficiently deplore the heavy loſs which your 


_ Majeſty's ſervice has ſuſtained by the premature and much-lament- 


ed death of our late Chief Governor. The wiſe and ſteady courſe 
of his public Adminiſtration had eſtabliſhed the tranquillity and 
exalted the credit of the nation, whilſt the amiable tenor of his 
private virtues had conciliated the love and eſteem of every rank 
and deſcription of the people. As long as the nobler qualities of 
the mind, the benevolent affections of the heart, affability in 
deportment, and complacency of manners, ſhall continue to warm 
the feelings and engage the attachments of a generous and grate- 
ful nation, the memory of the Duke of Rutland will be preſerved 
and cheriſhed in the boſoms of Iriſhmen. 

« Amidſt theſe effuſions of our heart-felt regret, we acknow- 
ledge your Majeſty's peculiar attention and regard to our ſitua - 
tion in the re-appointing to be Chief Governor of this kingdom 
a nobleman who, during his former reſidence in Ireland, had ex- 
erted the moſt unremitting attention to its affairs and intereſts, 

and merited the ampleſt teſtimony of gratitude for the wiſdom 
and integrity of his government. ; 

« We fully participate in the ſatisfaction which reſults to your 
Majeſty from the preſent ſituation of foreign affairs. We are 
ſenſible of the beneficial conſequences which have ariſen from the 
reſtoration of the conſtitution and tranquillity of the United 
States, favoured by the brilliant ſucceſs of the Pruflian troops 
under the conduct of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of Brunſ- 
wick ; and we acknowledge the wiſdom of the ſeaſonable and 
vigorous exertions which were made by your Majeſty during the 
courſe of thoſe events, and, which have proved ſe materially con- 
ducive to the luſtre of your crown, and to the eſſential intereſts 
of your dominions. OE | | 

&« Zealous for the honour of your Majeſty's government, we 
_ ſhall chearfully provide the ſupplies that may be neceſſary for the 

public ſervice, | ; i 

Me entertain the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude for the aſſurances 
which we have received from the throne, of your Majeſty's pater- 
nal wiſhes for the happineſs of this kingdom. OED 

* We ſhall cultivate with earneſtneſs thoſe objects which have 
been recommended to our care, by directing our attention to the 
further extenſion of our Linen manufacture, the protection and 
regulation of the Proteſtant Charter Schools, the ſecurity of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church: and to thoſe principles which wiſdom and hu- 
manity point out for the promotion of education and uſeful 
knowledge. | 8 3 ; 

« In reviewing the progreſs which our commerce, manufac- 
| tures and credit have made under your Majeſty's auſpicious pro- 
tection and influence, we are ſtimulated to cheriſh with encreaſed 
aſſiduity the bleſſings of peace. | 
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44 We repeat, however, with chearfulneſs, our declaration to 
Rand or fall with Great Britain. If the honour of your Majeſ- 
ty's crown, or the intereſts of your dominions, had * your 


get by compliment? Was it compliment reſtored the conſtitution 
m 1782? Or was it not gentlemen ſtanding in that Houſe upon 


7788.1 D E B A T E 8. 13 


the broad principle of public rectitude, and claiming the rights 
of the country? He then enumerated the acts of the laſt Admi- 
niſtration, which, he ſaid, had increaſed the influence of the 
crown in the ſhort period of that Adminiſtration, more than it 
had been ever increaſed for a century in England. A bill refrain- 
ing the preſs—the extenfion of the power of the King s-bench 
by attachment—a French police eſtabliſhment in this city—a 
French marechauſſé in the country—a riot- act and a naviga- 
tion-law—an enormous increaſe of tax, and a moſt profligate ex- 
penditure of the public money. . He proceeded to particular ob- 
ſervations on theſe meaſures, ſtating how the conſtitution had 
ſuffered, and how the liberty of the ſubje& was limited and en- 
dangered by them ; explained the growth of the police in France, 
ſaid it was there the moſt potent engine of arbitrary power—yet- 
it was the ſtrongeſt branch of French prerogative, and had been 
engrafted on the conſtitution of Ireland; that it was more dan- 
gerous than a ſtanding army, as, to the formidable powers of a 
military body, were ſuperadded thoſe of civil magiſtracy ; if car- 
ried to its extent, would raiſe an army of ſeven or eight thouſand 
men, and place a centinel at every man's door. He exhorted the 
| Houſe of Commons to be as watchful, and as jealous of their 
rights as their brethren in England. He ſaid the people of Eng- 
land might be thought over ſuſpicious, but, it was that ſuſpicion. 
which had preſerved their conſtitution for ſo many ages—that the 
conftitution of Ireland was but recovered the other day that the 
fabric was not yet perfectly cemented, and could not be eſteemed 
ſafe. He ſhould therefore, he ſaid, propoſe an amendment to 
the addreſs, at the ſame time diſclaiming the molt diſtant idea of 
throwing the ſmalleſt perſonal reflection on the memory of the late 
Duke of Rutland. ©  — . Tie 
He ſhould, now he ſaid, propoſe the following amendments, 
by expunging the words, the wiſe and fleady courſe of his public 
Adminiflration had eſtabliſhed the public tranquillity and exalted: 
the credit of the nation ; and inſerting in the room thereof the 
following : At the ſame time, our regard to truth, and to the real 
intereſts of his Majeſty and his loyal people of Ireland, which vill 
not ſuffer us to convey an imperſef repreſentation of the ſtate of this 
kingdom to his royal mind, compel us to declare, that notwithflanding | 
the good diſpoſition which . we are willing to believe our late lament- | 
ed Chief Governor had for. the proſperity of this iſland, yet, through 
the miſguidance of his counſellors, this kingdom, during his Admini- . 
tration, has been afflifted with a moſt burthenſome- encreaſe of taxa- 
ton, and with ſeveral grievous and ſevere act, repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of our wiſe conſtitution, and injurious tothe liberties of his 
Majeſty's ſubjes of this realm. Ee | 


"The: Cnanctizon or Tie Excnzquesr ſaid he had already 
refuted the ſtatement that had been made by the honourable gen- 


— 
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tleman in reſpect to the growing expences of this country, and 

from authentic papers he, had clearly proved, that the expences 

at this day are not 50, oool. more annually than at any one year 

during the adminiſtration of Lord Carliſle, though during the 

viceregency of that nobleman, 600,000]. were borrowed, the 

intereſt of which no:v makes part of our annual expence, this, to- 

3 ether with the expence incurred by annual ſeſſions, public build- 

ings, and ſeveral other more minute matters, would evidently 

prove, that the expences of the country at this day are (taking 

all circumſtances into conſideration) really much leſs than at the 
period alluded to. | 


The amendment was negatived, and it was ordered that the 
Speaker, with the Houſe, do attend his Excelleney the Lord 
Lieutenant with the ſaid addreſs, and defire the ſame. may be 

laid before his Majeſty as the addreſs of the Houſe. 


Lord HrADroxr reported from the committee appointed to 
draw up an addreſs of thanks to his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, fr his moſt excellent ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, 
that they had drawn up the following addreſs z which he read in 
his place, and after delivered in at the table. 


To his Excellency C:oxce Grexvitte Nucexr Tru, 
Marquis of BucxincHam, Lord Lieutenant General, and 
General Governor of Ireland : | 


The humble Abprss of the Kxwienrs, CirizExs, and Bun- 
Eee, GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled : 5 


ec. May it pleaſe your Excellenty, 
« We, his Majeity's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in Parliament affembled, beg leave to return 
vour Excellency our fincere thanks for your molt excellent ſpeech 
from the throne. N | 4 | 
„ Whilt your Excellency fo juftly deplores the ſevere loſs 
which has reſulted to his Majeſty's ſervice from the death of 
the Duke of Rutland, it is impofſible for us to repreſs the 
keen ſenſations of our heart-felt forrow and regret for that 
much-lamented and untimely event. The amiable and exalt- 
ed qualities which diſtinguiſhed that nobleman's character had 
indeed deſervedly endeared him to our hearts, whillt his firm and 
proſperous adminiſtration had entitled him to our confidence, 
by fſecuring the tranquillity, and encreaſing the credit and com- 
m>rce of the kingdom. | 
« Tt is, however, a ſignal conſolation to us, that after ſo 
diſaſtrous an event, we.can repoſe our intereſts with full ſecurity - 
in your Excellency's experienced virtues and acknowledged abi- 
litics. We have amply recorded our ſenſe of the bleſſings 
we derived rom your former adminiſtration, an adminiſtration 
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equally honourable to yourſelf and beneficial to Ireland. And 
we have the utmoſt confidence that your Excellency will again 
purſue that upright line of conduct, which cannot fail of engag- 
ing our full ſupport, and enſuring the approbation of the king- 
dom. 

« We congratulate ourſelves on the ſatisfaction which his Ma- 
jeſty feels from the preſent ſituation of foreign affairs, and parti- 
cularly im the reſtoration of the tranquillity and conſtitution of 
the United Provinces, favoured by the rapid fucceſs of the Pruſ- 
ſian arms under the conduct of his Serene Highneſs the Duke of 
Brunſwick, and by the vigorous and well-timed exertions of his 
Majeſty. On reviewing theſe important events, we acknowledge 
and admire the ſuperior wiſdom of his Majeſty's counſels, which 
without interrupting the peace of his dominions, have ſo honour- 


ably augmented the luſtre of his crown, and promoted the true 
= intereſts of his empire. * | | 
Xs « We ſhall not heſitate to make the neceſſary proviſions for 
he public ſervice, through a well-founded confidence, that what 
== we grant with chearfulnefs will be expended with integrity. 
We return your Excelleney our ſincere acknowledgments for 
he intereſt you are pleafed to expreſs for our welfare and proſ- 
perity. We feel aſſured, that convinced of our inviolable loyalty ' 
and attachment to our fovereign, you will repreſent our conduct 
Vith fidelity, whilſt you promote with earneſtneſs his Majeſty's 
8 paternal wiſhes for the happineſs of Ireland. | 
1 « Weare ſenſible of your Excellency's wiſdom in recommend- 
ing to our particular care that great ſtaple of our commerce, the 
Linen Manufacture, as well as the protection and regulation of the 
Proteſtant Charter Schools, the ſecurity of the National Church, 
and thoſe principles of education and uſeful knowledge which 
hate been already ſuggeſted for improving the morals of the peo- 
ple; our attention will be immediately directed to thoſe great 
objects which your Excellency has ſelected with ſuch judicious 
knowledge of our real ſituation and true intereſts, 

„ We cannot be fufficiently grateful for the ſatisfaQion your 
Excellency has expreſſed at the increaſe of our credit and proſpe- 
rity, and the extenſion of our commerce and manufactures, whilſt 
we are convinced of your anxiety to improve the advantages 
W which may be derived to them from ſedulouſly cultivating the bleſ- 
ſings of peace, FT | 
„We muſt however requeſt your Excellency to affure his 
Majeſty, that no part of his empire would have diſplayed more 
alacrity and zeal for his ſervice, if he had judged it neceſſary to 
all forth the ſpirit and reſources of bis prop in defence of the 


honour of his crown, or the general and common intereſts of the 
mpire.“ | FS. 


| Tt was reſolved, that the ſaid addreſs do ftand the addreſs of 
he Houſe, and that the Speaker, with the Hou'e, do attend 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with the ſame. 
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A petition of the high-ſheriff, noblemen, magiſtrates, gentles 
men, and freeholders of the county of Kilkenny, whoſe names 


| are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 


ſetting forth, that the petitioners have taken into their conſider- 
ation the magiſtracy bill intended to be carried into force in this 
county ; and humbly beg leave to lay before the Houſe a faithful 
repreſentation of the real ſituation of their county in regard to 
the peace and tranquillity thereof, and the power and inclination 
of the high ſheriff, noblemen, magiſtrates, and gentlemen, to pre- 
Nerve the ſame. The tumults of the year eighty- ſix, which took 
riſe in the Southern part of this kingdom, no ſooner made their 
appearance in the county of Kilkenny, than the high ſheriff, 
noblemen, magiſtrates, and gentlemen, aſſociated for the preſer- 


vation of the peace, and exerted themſelves in ſo effectual a man- 


ner as not only to prevent the tumults from extending further 


into the province of Leinſtey, but alſo to cauſe , an immediate 


reſtoration of peace and tranquillity to the county, which hath 


continued undifturbed unto this day. Juſtice to themſelves and 
to their county induce them to — this inſtance of their 


ability to preſerve the peace of the county; and they beg leave 


to aſſure the Houſe that they will, upon all future occaſions, ' uſe 


their utmoſt exertion in ſuppreſſing all tumult and diforder, de- 
feating all unjuſt and legal. 

and due execution of the laws within their county, which expe- 
rience hath proved them to he fully equal to; and therefore pray- 


ing the Houſe to exempt the county of Kilkenny from the opera- 


tion and expence of the magiſtracy bill (which they conceive to 
be at this time an unneceſſary burthen on the people) either by a 


repeal of the law, or ſuch other means as to them ſhall ſeem meet. 


The ATTorwey Gexerx al informed the Houſe, that his Ex- 


cellency the Lord Lieutenant having been waited upon, purſuant 
to order, to know his Excellency*s pleaſure when he will be at- 


tended by the Houſe with the addreſſes to his Majefty and to his 


Excellency, -had been pleaſed to appoint to-morrow, at four 


clock, at the Caſtle. ; 
* % | 
———ꝛ 


 SaTurDAY, JAxvARY 19, 1788. 


The. Right Hon. ALLE VVIE Fir zurakkzr, principal Secretary 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, took the oaths and his 


ſeat for the borough of Carysfort, in the county of Wicklow. 


The 8E 2 reported that the Houſe had ed his Ex- 


cellency the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs to his Majeſty, 
and that his Excellency was pleaſed to return the anſwer fol - 
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I will forthwith tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs, to 
be laid before his Majeſty.“ | 


The SrRARK ER reported alſo that he had preſented the addreſs 
of thanks to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for his moſt 
excellent ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, and that his 
Excellency was pleaſed to return the anſwer following : 


« I return you my beſt thanks for this addreſs, ſo ſtrongly 
expreflive of your partiality to me; and I truft that by perſeve- 
rance in the fame conduct which was formerly marked by the 
honourable teſtimony of your approbation and regards, I ſhall 
not be unworthy of the confidence which you have ſo kindly re- 
poſed in my zeal for the King's ſervice, and in my affection for 
this kingdom.“ | 


A petition of Francis Saunderſon, Eſq; complaining of an 
undue election and return for the county of Cavan, was preſent- 


ed to the Houſe and read. | 
Mr. CLzmenTs moved, that the petition be taken into con- 
ſideration on Monday the 1 ith of February next. 


Mr. Denis Dax ſaid, in order to give the parties ſufficient 
time to prepare themſelves, and that it ſhould not interfere with 
term, when almoſt every lawyer of any note is engaged in the 
law courts, he wiſhed the hearing of the merits 7 petition 
would be poſtponed to the 18th inſtead of the 1 ith. 


After a ſhort converſation, it was fixed that the petition be 


taken into conſideration on Wedneſday the 13th of February 
next. 


+ 


It was ordered that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant for ſuch 
perſons, papers, and records, as ſhall be thought neceſſary by 
the ſeveral parties, on the hearing the matter of the ſaid petition. 


Moxpav, January 21, 1788. 5 
Several public accounts, &c. were preſented to the Houſe. 


Mr. Haves took notice of the preſent enormous price of wool, 


and the ill effect it muſt neceffarily have upon a valuable branch 


of our manufacture. He faid he attributed ſome part of the rife 


mim the price of that commodity to the difficulty of preferving 


ſheep from thieves and plunderers, which deterred farmers from 
2 the propagation. of that uſeful creature. He would 
not, he ſaid, move any new penal law, but be thonght the laws in 
being ought to be enforced, or, if neceflary, altered and amend- 
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ed. He therefore moved for leave to bring in a bill for the bet- 
ter preſervation of ſheep, and the more ſpeedy detection of ſbeep- 


ealers. 


Leave was given accordingly ; and Mr. Hayes and Mr. Weſtby 
were ordered to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


The CxanceLLor or THE EXCHEQUER ſaid that in England 
there was exiſting a ſtature, tending much to the encouragement 
of ſeamen, and to the benefit of their families, as it enabled them 
to tranſmit to their friends or connexions ſuch part of their wages 
as they thought proper, without undergoing the plunder of uſu- 


rious charges, too frequent in this country; to remedy which 


inconvenience he was induced, as much from humanity as from 
a defire to encourage Iriſh ſeamen, to move for leave to bring 
in a bill for the encouragement . of. ſeamen employed in the navy, and 


for rendering it more eaſy to remit to this kingdom their wages, for 


the ſupport of their wives and families reſident here. 


ey 


a. 


Tvuespar, Janvary 22, 1788. 


Mr. Cory ſaid that laſt ſeſſions, and for the two ſeſſions 
before, he had ſuggeſted the idea of the neceſſity of reducing the 
duties on the import of tobacco, and increaſing the inland exciſe 
on the manufacture of that article ; this, he was confident, would 
not only tend to encreaſe the revenue, and be highly àdvantage- 
ous to the fair trader, but it would alſo prevent ſmuggling in a 
very high degree; and as he had laſt ſeſſion given notice that he 
ſhould call for the ſtatement of the duties on the import. and 
exciſe on tobacco, now that he ſaw the right honourable gentle- 
man in his place, who ſo worthily preſides at the revenue board, 
and who is ready on all occaſions to give every information in 
his power, he ſhould take the liberty of aſking that right honour- 
able gentlemay at what time the neceſſary accounts in reſpect to 
the tobacco trade will be ready, | 


Mr. BER Es ORD ſaid he had juſt come from the office, where 
the accounts that the honourable gentleman wiſhed for were 
making out, and which he believed would be ready this day. As 
to the idea ſuggeſted by the honourable gentleman, of lowering 
the duty on the import, it was not only approved of, but alſo 
adopted ; for the legiſlature had for theſe two laſt years thought 
proper to lay an exciſe on tobacco. He ſaid he ſhould bring 
down the papers neceſſary for the honourable gentleman's infor- 
mation along with him to-morrow to the Houſe, 


Mr. Conax ſaid his idea was for a further reduction of the 
duties on the import, and encreaſing the exciſe ; this, he ob- 
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ſerved, would, in all probability, operate as a total prevention to 
ſmugghng. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER faid it was his in- 
tention to bring forward a motion, for the lowering the duties 
on tobacco z and he facetiouſly obſerved, that he hoped, he then, 
for the firſt time, ſhould have the honour of the honourable gen- 


tleman's concurrence and ſupport. | 


Mr. Coxxv ſaid he ſhould poſtpone making any motion on that 
head till to-morrow ; but there were ſome other accounts which 
he ſhould call for: and he then moved, * that the proper officer 
do lay before the Houſe, an account of all ſums of money ex- 
pended in defending actions and proſecutions againſt revenue 
officers, together with the amount of damages obtained againſt 
them: and alſo the names of the perſons to whom ſuch ſums 
were paid,” | | 3 

He alſo moved, that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houſe, an account of the ſums expended in erecting the New 
Cuſtom-houſe and Law Courts.“ 8 3 

He obſerved, that laſt ſeſſion he had declared the neceſſity 
there was for a reviſion and digeſt of the revenue laws, and the 
adoption of a proper mode of collecting the public revenue, which, 
in his opinion, was an object worthy the attention of Parliament; 
and after deſiring the clerk to read from the journals, the account 
of what was received from diſmiſſed collectors, or their ſecurities, 
for the laſt ten years, by which it appeared there was no more 
than 1 34l. paid in during that period, he moved, “ that the 
proper officer do lay before the Houſe the amount of the ſums 
received on account of forfeited recognizances, from the 25th of 
March, 1786, to the 25th of March, 1587. | RE. 
4 Theſe ſeveral motions were agreed to, and the accounts or- 

ered. n | N 


On a motion being made for an account of what was borrowed 
on account of debentures, NN - 


The Cnaxcerrox or THE EXCHEQUER obſerved, that Go- 
vernment had laſt year borrowed money at three one-half per cent. 
by which a ſaving of one- eighth had accrued in the intereſt, and 


that they had paid off laſt year 15, oool. which bore an intereſt 


of four per cent. and they ſhould pay off 50,0001. more the 24th 
of June next. This obſervation, he ſaid, he made uſe of to ſhew 
that Government was acting a wiſe and a frugal part, for by pay- 
ing off what it owed at four per cent. and being able to get what 


it wanted at three one-half per cent. a conſiderable ſaving would 
take place in the article of intereſt, which would conſequently 


be brought to the credit of the national account. 
| 93 WE Ou. SS .. 
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Weopnespay, Jaxvary 23, 1788. 


Several public accounts were 


| preſented at the bar, purſuant 
to order, by the proper officers. 


Mr. Masox reported from the committee appointed to con- 
ſider of the fupply to be granted to his Majeſty, and allo the 
Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament. 


It was ordered that the Houſe do refolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe on Friday, the iſt of February. next, 
to conſider of the ſupply to be granted to his : Majeſty, and alſo 
the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech. 63 | 


Mr. Mason moved that the committee of accounts ſit. 


The Paine SErJeaxt expreſſed his wiſh that they ſhould 
fit to-morrow at two o'clock, in order to expedite the public 


* * N 


Mr. Coxar ſaid he had no more intention of impeding the 
public buſineſs than any other perſon, but hoped gentlemen would 
conffder that many of the papers and accounts called for were 
not yet furniſhed ; that it was a diſagreeable kind of buſineſs, 
and few gentlemen cared to attend, though it was a, matter of 

reat national moment, for the accounts ought to be thoroughly 
inveſtigated, and not to be merely read, without examining them, 
and upon doubts ariſing and explanations being given, proper 
time ſhould be allowed for gentlemen to turn the ſubje& in their 
thoughts; he therefore thought it time enough for the commit- 
tee to fit on Monday next, in order to give time to conſider and 
examine the accounts; and in his opinion the propoſed hour of 
meeting was too early, as no, gentleman attended at fo early an 
hour; for, if that was agreed to, they might as well agree to 
fit at twelve o clock at night; he therefore hoped it would not 
be inſiſted On. | FEET } 


The Syzarrr obſerved, that three o'clock would be too late 


an hour for the committee to meet, as he took the chair at half 
an hour after three, if there were forty members in the houſe ; 
ſo that the committee would have but half an hour each day to 


go through the accounts. 5 | | | 
It was then ordered that the committee do meet to-morrow 
at half paſt two o'clock in the afternoon. ' 


A petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the 
county of Kilkenny, ſigned by the ſheriff of the ſaid county, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that the 
damages which the ſaid county hath ſuſtained by the late floods, 
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and the peculiar diſadvantages under which they labour, compel 
them to implore the aid of parliament ; that the bridge of Tho- 
maſtown, on the great road from Dablin to Waterford, and 
which was built by the bounty of Parliament, has been almoſt 
demoliſhed, and that it will require a ſum of about one thouſand 
fix hundred pounds to reſtore it; that two bridges on the river 
Nore have been demoliſhed, and that ſeveral other bridges in dif- 
ferent parts of the county have been either injured or deſtroyed, 
inſomuch that to reſtore the bridges alone of the ſaid county 
| would require a ſum exceeding ſeven thouſand pounds, by the 

moſt moderate eſtimates ; that beſides the damages done to pub- 
lic property, the private loſſes have been confiderable ; that this 
calamity hath befallen the ſaid county at a time when it is ill able 
to bear it ; that being a country of tillage, it has ſuffered ſeverely 
by the wetneſs of the ſeaſon, which has made the ſaving of the 
laſt harveſt peculiarly difficult and expenſive, and that the wheat 
in many parts of it is not yet ſown ; that by the eſtabliſhment of 
a police they undergo a new expence of one thouſand fix hundred 
pounds annually ; that under all theſe circumſtances they are 
38 ready to ſubmit to heavier county ceſſes than have ever been known 
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amongſt them, and to do their utmoſt to reſtore the public inter- 
F courſe, an intercourſe not more eſſential to their own agriculture 
; than to the inhabitants of other counties who muſt paſs through 
c the ſaid county, and to the commerce of the kingdom ; but to 
de it without ſome aſſiſtance from Parliament would be utterly 
, impoſſible.: and therefore praying relief. | 
ir — , 
= . 
+ TxuRSIDAy, January 24, 1788. 
0 
an , The committee of accounts ſat, Serjeant Fitzgerald in the 
to chair. | | 
5 8 Mr. Coxxv aſked when that article in the Vice-Treaſurer's 
paper, No. 3, which ſtates, that 10411. os. 32d. were paid to 
ite Colonel Vallancy, for having diſtinguiſhed himſelf to his Majefty's 
alf entire ſatisfaction, by a laborious work by him performed. 
ſe; 8 He laid, no man has more pleaſure. in any thing that contri- 
ua butes to his Majeſty's ſatisfaction than I have; but this article 
| has been ſo frequently ſtated in the public accounts, and always 
| in the ſame terms, that I would wiſh to know when it is probable 
row his Majeſty's ſatisfaction will be compleat upon this head. 
Mr. Haves ſaid the work alluded to was à military ſurvey of 
the Treland—a work in which Colonel Vallancy had ſhewn prodigious 
wo | ability. It was nearly compleat, ſo that the honourable gentle- 


man might reſt ſatisfied the expence would ſoon be at an end. 
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The CHanceLLok oF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he was ſurprized 
the honourable gentleman could obje& to his Majeſty's reward- 
ing the labours of a deſerving officer. 6 


Mr. Corry defired to know the meaning of the charge of 
2889]. 118. 4d. being the deficiency of wool licences paid to the 
Duke of Rutland. * | 


Mr. CLEmtenTs.—Wool licences produce one part of the ſtat- 
ed emolument of the Lord Lieutenant, and whenever it happens 
that they do not amount to 4oool, per ann. the law allows 
him to make up the deficiency. In the preſent caſe the wool 
licences produced but 1110l. 8s. 8d. conſequently the Lord 
Lieutenant's claim was 2889l. 11s. 4d. to make good the ſum 
of oel ao 0 . 


Mr. Buzxcn (of Oldtown) deſired an explanation of the charge 
of 2702l. 3d. 6d. paid to the Speakers of both Houſes of Par- 
liament, and ſeveral officers in England and Ireland, for their 
ſervices and attendance. - What officers in England could be con- 
cerned in- the preliminary affairs of Ireland ? . 


The CHancreiiorR or THE ExCHEQUER ſaid part of the 
money went to the Speakers as their fees on ſeveral bills, the re- 
mainder to the law officers in England, the Attorney and Soli- 
citor General, &c. and he was well informed, that thoſe gen- 
tlemen would not read a bill till their fees were firſt paid. 


Mr. Cox ſaid there was another very extraordinary charge 
of 200l. for a road in the county of Limerick: He could ca i 
ſaid, conceive under what pretence the general ſtock of the public 
treaſure ſhould be laviſhed upon particular objects; he knew how 
eaſy it was for a miniſter, or a man who had the means of oblig- 
ing a miniſter, to laviſh money upon whatever might ſerve to gra- 
tify his own whim, and then by means of a king's letter throw 
the burthen upon the public ſhoulders ; but he truſted that the 
profuſion which the mode of iſſuing money by king's letters 
encouraged, would point out the neceſſity of changing the mode 
itſelf. js | 79 8 


Mr. Harro ſaid he had viewed the road in queſtion, and 
thought it a work of infinite utility, not only to the country 
through which it immediately leads, but to the commerce of the 
whole nation, as it ſhortens the way from Waterford to Cork a 
whole day's march ; a circumſtance of great conſequence, eſpe- 
cially ſince the intercourſe between Waterford and Milford has 
been opened, and rendered regular by the eſtabliſhment of packet- 


boats. But though the formation of the road might with the 


* 


ſtricteſt juſtice have been charged to the nation at large, the coun- 


* 


ty of Waterford and the city of Waterford had taxed themſelves 
to the utmoſt, and had not called upon the public at large till 
they had exerted their utmoſt efforts, i 


The Speaker having taken the chair, . 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excatquer ſaid, he was ſorry to 
inform the Houſe, that from the preſent ſituation of the country, 
e ſhould be under the diſagreeable neceſſity of making the uſual 
IE annual motion, for reftraining of parliamentary grants, which 
motion he ſhould make to-morrow, 


I A petition of the governors and guardians of the Hoſpital for the 
Relief of Poor Lying-in Women in Dublin, under their common 
ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
RE petitioners are entruſted with the conduct of a charity, which 
XX deftitute of any permanent fund, has long afforded conſtant and 
VE indiſcriminate relief to the lower claſſes of inhabitants in this me- 
W tropolis ; that. the petitioners have found in the laſt ten years the 
numbers admitted are doubled, and their moſt productive fund 
has decreaſed one half ; that in aid of the aſſiſtance they had ob- 
RE tained for erecting public rooms (the profits of which are ſolely 
deſtined to ſupport the hoſpital) they have actually advanced the 
ſum of one thouſand one hundred and ninety-five pounds one ſhil- 
ling and eight pence, to prevent the work from being injured, 
and are likewife liable to the balances remaining due to the dif- 
ferent artificers, for work already executed, to the amount of 
one thouſand one hundred and ſixteen pounds, fifteen ſhillings and 


eleven pence half-penny ; that from the uncommon influx of the 
> poor in the month of March, 1787, (when a conſiderable pro- 
c portion of the beds were occupied by two patients in each) the 
air became contaminated, ſeveral lives were unavoidably loſt, 
„ and to check contagion, an immediate and effectual refit became 
- eceſſary, which from the nature of the charity muſt be expen- 
„ five, although conducted with the utmoſt ceconomy ; a debt to 
e Miifferent artificers, to the amount of fix hundred and eighty-three 
rs pounds, eight ſhillings and eight pence remains now due, which 
le be petitioners are totally unable to diſcharge ; that to prevent a 
milar misfortune, and to continue general relief, the petitioners 
Shave new modelled the reſidence of the houſe officers, and erłcted 
nd öteen additional beds; that the foregoing articles make an 
Ty amount of two thouſand nine hundred and ninety- five pounds, fix 
he illings and three pence half-penny, which being actually paid, 
K a or value delivered) the petitioners hope will be thought to de- 
pe- ere immediate conſideration; that the public are competent to 
has Rudge whether this undertaking ſhould be completed, for which 
et» le petitioners have annexed. an eſtimate; but they beg leave 
the 


umbly to repreſent that unleſs ſome annual bounty be extended 
o them, (in the manner of the other city charities) they will be 
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under an abſolute neceſſity of reſtriting the number of patients, 
and contracting the good effects of this foundation; and there- 
fore praying relief. 8 


Mr. TxExcn ſaid that he would not enlarge on the merits of 
the charity, but only mention, that the patients in 1775, had 
coſt 11. 18s. 4d. and in 1787, only 198. 4d. each. That as the 
petition was not in print, he would ſtate ſome paragraphs. 

The prayer, he ſaid, was to enable the truſtees to diſcharge 
an advance which was due above twelve months, and to pay the 
balances due to different artificers for value delivered. e ſaid 
it muſt appear to any one converſant in buſineſs, that if theſe 
two ſums had been withheld, the whale muſt have been in ruins, 
unſatisfactory to the public, and unproduQtive to the charity. 
They alſo prayed, to diſcharge the expence of refitting their hoſ- 
pital, which a contagion in ſpring 1987 rendered unavoidable, 
where near twenty beds had two patients in each, and nine died 
in a few days. In this was included the charge of reſidence of 
officers, eſtabliſhing fixteen new beds, (one fourth of the whole 
foundation) a dormitory and fixtures for fix pupils, waſh-houſes, 
and many other matters, which the peculiar nature of the charity 
rendered expenſive. 1 

Theſe three he thought the public were, in reaſon and juſtice, 
bound to make good. n 

The petition likewiſe prayed an additional annual income, as 
their patients were likely to encreaſe one-fourth. - To that he 
ſaid, on the accounts ſtated, a ſmall balance only was due; and 
if private voluntary benefactions were regularly collected, and the 
public room ſucceeded, there would be ample revenue. He did 
not wiſh one ſhilling ſurplus, it would be perhaps the ſubje& of 
jobbing. - - 5 , 

; a alſo entreated a ſufficiency to compleat their works, 
now in forwardneſs, by adding ſtairs, & c. and likewiſe to erect 
a waiting-hall for ſervants, which would be conducive of order 
and ſobriety. The Houſe, he ſaid, would judge of the mea- 
ſures. It was indifferent to the conductors, who were heartily 
tired of the buſineſfs. Some gentlemen, he ſaid, might aſk, 
why expences incurred on the opinion or caprice of an individual, 
ſhouldexpe& retribution from Parliament ? Having anticipated 
a charge, he would add a reply. Every ſtep that prudence could 
_ dictate had been taken. At the very foundation, the character, 
the firſt then in rank, and then conceived the firſt in power in the 
kingdom, was preſent. Under his ſpecial authority were the 
dimenſions and materials determined—his private munificence 
more than defrayed every ornament that might now feem unne- 
ceſſary or expenſive. The circumſtances of the preceding ſeſ- 
ſion, he ſaid, were freſh in every gentleman's recollection. He 
ſhould not recapitulate private diſcourſe, which no one could con- 
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trovert ; he would appeal to the recolleQion of ſome gentlemen, 
to whom a communication of what paſſed had been immediately 
made. 

In fact, he confidered the noble perſonage as perſonally inte- 
refted in the buſineſs, and counted the meaſure as certain, though 
perhaps it might be remote. The whole proceſs was, in ſome 
meaſure, intended to be complimentary. It was now, alas! be- 
come commemorative. Thoſe, he ſaid, who were the oppoſi- 
tion of that day, who loved the man, but ſometimes diſapproved 
the meaſures, weuld not oppoſe him ; and three little months 
ſhould not have diſmiſſed the affection of his friends! | 

He requeited any gentleman who was averſe to the petition— 
to rendering the winter reſidence and intercourſe of ſociety more 
agreeable—to aſſiſting a deſerving charity, without annually in- 
cumbering the public—or who was averſe to marking reſpect to 
the memory of the founder, to rife and oppoſe it in its preſent 
ſtage, as from the preſent opinion of the Houſe, Government 
might judge, if it was, or was not the wiſh of the public. | 

He ſaid he was almoſt a ſtranger to the preſent Adminiſtration, 
He could not (in the ordinary acceptation of the word) have the 
moſt remote demands on them ; yet he felt moſt ſtrong, forcible, 
and he almoſt believed ſucceſsful grounds of claims, founded ſolely 
on the known integrity of the public intentions, and in the conſci- 
ous integrity of his own conduct. 

He ſaid the truſtees, as honeſt men, muſt be juſt, before they 
can be bountiful ; that the honeſt artificer, who expended his pro- 
perty and his labour, had a claim on a proportion of the ſlender 
pittance, and that the effects of the charity mult inſtantly be re- 
ſtrained; that being himſelf perfectly independent, the propor- 
tion of loſs that might fall on him, was of little conſequence ; 
that his objects were humane, and no one would dare to ſuppoſe 


they were intereſted. 
. 


The ChaxcELTOR OF THE ExcHEQUER,—Sir, it is a very 
painful duty of my ſituation, and very far ſrom my deſire to in- 
terfere between the generoſity of the Houſe and the wiſhes of the 
honourable gentleman, but the neceſſities of the country require 
that we ſhould adhere inviolably to the principles we have laid 
down, of reducing the public expences to the narroweſt limits 
poſſible. Sir, if we were to enter into every expence that had 
merit to recommend it, our extravagance would be followed by 
quick taxation, and the poor of the nation at large would in 
the preſent caſe be compelled to pay for the ſupport of the poor 
in a particular diſtrict. The moſt meritorious charity we can per- 
form is to ſuffer the poor inhabitants of Ireland, in as much as we 
can, to reſt from taxation. It is the duty of Government to con- 
ſider not only the propriety of any meaſure, but the ability of the 
nation to undertake it, We ſee our churches lying in ruins, our 
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bridges and other public works deſtroyed by floads and tempeſts 


ve (ce ourſelves unable at the . preſent moment to repair them, 
how then can any perſon complain if we refuſe to grant money 
for leſs neceſſary objects? Neither can want of charity be im- 
puted to us, for there is no nation that pays ſo large a portion of 
its wealth in charity.—The charities of Ireland do honour to its 
national character. „„ | | 

The honourable gentleman has admitted the injury that muſt 
neceſſarily reſult from diſcharging debts incurred by private per- 
ſons, unſanctioned by any vote of this Houſe, or by any order 
of Government - now I do moſt ſolemnly aſſert, that it never was 
the intention of the laſt Government to ſanction the debts mention+ 
ed by the honourable gentleman. I acted under the nobleman 
at the head of that Government ; his communications were open, 
honeſt and ſincere. I knew his ſentiments upon the ſubje& now 
in queſtion, and though the munificence of his heart impelled 
him to beſtow his private bounty upon it, he never had a thought 
of throwing ſuch a burden on the public. This I ſay in honour 
to his memory, not as boaſting of his confidence, though honou- 
rable indeed. I do not think his ſentiments this year would have 
been different from thoſe of laſt ; certainly then he would not 
have laid thoſe debts upon the public ; but as it was not in his 
nature to reſiſt any thing generous or charitable, from his private 
munificence every thing was to be expected. Being now upon 
the ſubject of retrenchments, I aſſert upon my honour, that it 
was the Duke of Rutland's determined reſolution to reſtrain the 
public expences. This I aſſert, as I had it from himſelf, who 
was the very ſoul of honour. 


Mr. Tzexc faid in reply, that though in a former ſeſſion the 
recorded ſenſe of Parliament was with him, he did not wiſh to 
force that Government, even if it was in his power. No indi- 
vidual in the kingdom had given more unequivocal proofs of his 


perſonal attachment to the Duke of Rutland, or felt more reve- 


rence for his memory. As perſonal matters had been referred to, 
he ſaid he was abſolutely deſired to find out ſome unexceptionable 
method of contriving the buſineſs in the laſt ſeſſion ;—he moved 


a return of waiting-carriages, (a return that perhaps would be 


more painful at the preſent) there was a ſufficient amoynt ; it was 
a concealment and fraud on the public; yet he fared worſe than 
the jackal, for the lions of Government—the police ſwallowed 
it all. 

He lamented the certain neceſſity of limiting the reception of 
patients, and appropriating part of the funds to the payment of 
dchts; and that a charity he had ſo ftrenuoufly laboured to ex- 


tend muſt now become contracted. 


Mr. Cox xv requeſted to be informed what had been done, or 
what was intended ſhould be done, with the New Geneva. 
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Mr. SACKVILLE HamiLToN ſaid that the lands had been ſet 
from year to year to the former tenants, who held at will; as to 
the buildings they were not diſpoſed of. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER.—lf the plan of edu- 
cation ſhall be carried forward in the manner it was intended, 
thoſe buildings perhaps may be applied to ſome purpoſe ſubſer- 
vient to that plan. | 


Mr. FiTzHERBERT.—Or perhaps they may be appropriated 
to ſome purpoſe of manufacture; but certainly ſomething will 
very ſhortly be done to apply them to the belt advantage for the 


public. | 


Mr. Busch (of Oldtown) - requeſted an explanation of the 
charge of 6000l, for repairing ſuch barracks in the kingdom as 
may appear moſt neceſſary independent of the general ſcheme. 
This, he ſaid, implied that there was ſome general ſcheme with 
which the Houſe had been made acquainted ; as an individual 
member, he poſſeſſed an utter ignorance of any ſuch ſcheme, aud 
withed to be informed. | 9 5 


Mr. Cures ſaid he wiſhed to give the honourable gentleman 
every degree of ſatisfaction in his power, but at preſent he was 
not ready to lay before the Houſe the ſcheme alluded to ; of this, 
however, he could aſſure him, that a ſcheme for the building and 
repair of barracks, by which from eight to ten thouſand a year 
would be ſaved, was almoſt perfected ; and in the mean time the 
ſum of ſix thouſand pounds had been applied to ſuch barracks as 
more immediately called for repair. 


Mr. Buxdu ſaid he thanked the right honourable gentleman ; 
but though he had the fulleſt reliance on his word, could not 
take what he ſaid as a ſufficient anſwer ; he therefore moved, 
© that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe the particulars 
of the general ſcheme for building and repairing barracks, refer- 
red to in the Vice Treaſurer's paper, No. 3.” | 


Mr. FirzuER BERT ſaid he feared the reſolution propoſed by 
the honourable gentleman would not go to procure the informa- 
tion he deſired, as there was no officer who could lay the parti- 
culars of the ſcheme before the Houſe ; but he pledged himſelf, 
as ſoon as he could learn the particulars of it, he would come 
forward and lay it before the Houſe; in the mean time he re- 
queſted the honourable gentleman to withdraw his motion, 


Mr. Busch withdrew. his motion. 


A petition of Thomas Winder, Eſq; ſecretary for the port 
department, to the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue, was 


4 
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preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by an act 
paſſed in the nineteenth and twentieth years of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, certain eſtates and effects of the late Sir Henry Cavendiſh, 
baronet, were veſted in the chief commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 


revenue of the kingdom of Ireland, in truſt for the diſcharge of 


a debt to the crown by the ſaid Sir Henry Cavendiſh, of which 
there remained unpaid the ſum of forty two thouſand five hun- 
dred and eighty nine pounds nine ſhillings and four pence far- 
thing; that in conſequence of the ſaid parliamentary truſt, the 
petitioner has been charged with the execution and diſpatch of 
the neceſſary orders of the truſtees for the completion thereof 
from its commencement, being now a period of ſeven years; that 
the Houſe, in the twenty-fifth year of his Majeſty's reign, were 
Pleaſed to grant the petitioner the ſum of five hundred pounds as 
a reward for the trouble by him taken in conſequence of the truſt 
ſo veſted by Parliament in the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's re- 
venue for the recovery of the ſaid debt ; that the petitioner con- 
tinues to perform the buſineſs under their direction for the further 
execution of this truſt; the ſum of thirty nine thouſand nine 
hundred and five pounds five ſhillings and nine pence has been 
received in the whole on account of the ſaid debt; that two 
_ thouſand eight hundred and fifty two pounds eight ſhillings 
thereof have been applied to the payment of fines on the renewal 
of different leaſes of the lands which compoſe a part of the late 
Sir Henry Cavendiſh's ſaid eſtates and effects, and a ſum of two 
hundred and fifty fix pounds eleven ſhillings and eleven pence 
halfpenny has been diſburſed in law charges and other neceſſary 
expences in the progreſs of the buſineſs; that the ſum of thirty 
fix thouſand one hundred and nineteen pounds eighteen ſhillings 
and three half-pence has been paid into his Majeſty's treaſury, 


and a ſum of ſix hundred and ſeventy fix pounds ſeven ſhillings | 


and eight pence remains for the payment of further fines on the 
renewals, of the leaſes and for defraying the charges of law pro- 
ceedings neceſſary for the recovery of the remainder of that 
debt ; that in the former part of the execution of this truſt ſeve- 
ral of the payments made into his Majeſty's Treaſury were in large 
ſums produced from the ſale of certain parts of the eſtates and 
effects of the ſaid Sir Henry Cavendiſh, and from a confiderable 
ſum due to him, paid in at once and applied in part diſcharge of 
his debt to the Crown; but ſince the month of February, 1785, 
the payments made to the petitioner has been in ſmall ſums, as 
they aroſe from the rents only of certain parts of thoſe lands, and 
having been tranſmitted to the petitioner by bills of exchange 
from time to time, induced a very confiderable trouble in the 
receipt and charge on him until thoſe remittances ſhould amount. 
to five hundred pounds, when the ſame was lodged by him in the 
Treaſury in one payment; that he has with the utmoſt attention 
diſcharged this buſineſs ; and as the execution of the ſaid truſt ſo 
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committed to the commiſſioners by Parliament has fallen upon the 
petitioner, in addition to the very weighty and conſtant laborious 
duties of his office as ſecretary, the petitioner humbly reſorts to 
the wiſdom and generoſity of the Houſe for ſuch further com- 
penſation and reward as to them ſhall ſeem meet. 


A petition of the cotton, and cotton and linen mixed, manu- 
facturers of the city of Cork, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners, actuated by the ſpirit of emulation, are happy in 
communicating to the Houſe the lively ſenſe they entertain of the 
bounty granted them by Parliament, and are by no means inſen- 
ſible of the benefit of that ſanction, which has already diffuſed 
the manifeſt extenſion and effects of induſtry amongſt the differ- 
ent manufacturers of this kingdom; the petitioners, thus en- 
couraged by the liberality of Parliament, are not only emulous in 
the purſuit, but alſo vigorous in their exertions, to manufacture 
the greater quantity of well wrought goods, by which means the 
markets become cheap, the ſale quick and proſperous, and the 
petitioners enabled to live comfortably by the gradations of 
chearful induſtry; the great demand for, and conſumption of, 
wool, cotton, indigo, and other raw materials of manufacture, 
are objects worthy of the notice of the Iriſh ſenate they not 
only contribute to promote and advance the Weſt India and Le- 
vant trade, but alſo enhance the wealth of the merchant, and 
excite the ſpirit of induſtry in the order of that community; the 
bounty of Parliament in this caſe has totally buried the name of 
bankrupt in oblivion, it has effectually baniſhed that baneful ap- 
pellation, and moſt undoubtedly has prevented the emigration of 
many workmen from the kingdom, who would have been dif- 
miſled from their employment, obliged to leave their families at 
home in diſtreſs, and ſeek for bread in diſtant countries, had the 
bounty been difcontinued ; the petitioners, therefore, humbly 
ſubmit the propriety of their allegations to the Houſe, ſtedfaſtly 
but humbly relying on the wiſdom and benignity of Parliament 
for a continuance of this bounty, in ſuch manner as to the wiſ- 


dom of the Houſe ſhall ſeem expedient. 


— 
| 
— — — —  — 


* 


/ 


Frivay, January 25, 1788. 


A N of John Edwards of Old Court, in the county of 

low, Eſq; was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioner ſome time ſince embarked in the manu- 
facture of woollen cloths, of wool the growth of this kingdom; 
that the earneſt object of his purſuit was by every poſſible exer- 
tion to attain to that degree of perfection for which England is 
ſo remarkable ; that the petitioner obſerved with coucern, that 
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nearly our whole conſumption of that finer ſpecies of narrow 
cloths, called foreſts, is conſtantly ſupplied by England, and that 
we are totally unequal to meet them even in our own markets 
either in quality or price, notwithftanding the duty and charges 
of importation, which operate as a protection of conſequence in 
our favour, as they amount to upwards of eight pence per yard 
upon a cloth of four or five ſhillings value ; that the petitioner 
conceiving this art very attainable by proper and well directed 
exertions, has for ſome time paſt dedicated his whole time and 
ſtudy to the purſuit 9 and has perſonally taken every 
method for information in thoſe parts of England remarkable for 


the manufacture of foreſt cloths ; and that he has in confequence_ 


made a moſt ſucceſsful progreſs therein at his manufactory at 
Old Court in the county of Wicklow, eleven miles from Dublin; 
that the petitioner has made ſome very material improvements in 
the carding and other machines, and would wiſh by ſuch like 
means to leſſen the expence of the manufacture, an evil we much 
labour under, and alſo to ſettle a little colony of induſtrious fami- 
lies now ready to come over to him, but is reſtrained from carry- 
ing his purpoſes into execution by the want of a capital ſuitable 
to give energy to his endeavours ; and therefore praying aſſiſtance. 


A petition of the Corporation, or Preſident and Aſſiſtants inſti- 
tated for the Relief of the Poor, and for puniſhing vagabonds and 
fturdy beggars in the county of the city of Dublin, under their 


common ſeal, was preſented” to the Houſe and read; ſetting 


forth, that the charitable inſtitution of which the petitioners are 
the direQors has operated with great and manifeſt advantage to 
the city and kingdom at large in ſeveral reſpects, particularly in 
affording immediate relief to helpleſs objects of every deſcription, 
without laying them under a neceſſity of procuring any recom- 
mendations, ſo that in effect it is ſupplemental to every other 
charity ; that from the 8th November, 1773, when the Houſe 
of Induſtry was opened, to the 25th December, 1787, the 
number of perſons received into the houſe amounted to thirty- 
five thouſand four hundred and ninety-ſeven, and that there are 
in the houſe on this day one thouſand eight hundred and forty- 


four; that the average number from the 25th December, 1786, 


to the 25th December, T9875 war me thouſand four hundred 
and ninety-four, an average increaſed by the addition of a great 
number of perſons ſent in during the- courſe of the year by the 
magiſtrates of the police, the expenſe of maintaining and cloath- 
ing whom 3 officers ſalaries, and all contin- 
gencies included) amounted to ten thouſand one hundred and 
twenty pounds fifteen ſhillings and ſix-pence, as by the ſchedule 
thereunto annexed appears; that on the 25th December, 1787, 
the balance in the hands of John Latouche, Eſq; treafurer, was 
two hundred and forty-two pounds and five-pence ; that the pre- 
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ſent Houſe of Induſtry is in ſo rumous a condition, that the lives 
˙wof the inhabitants are in imminent danger, and that its being 
utterly unfit for the purpoſes of properly ſeparating, claſſing and 
11 confining the poor has prevented the petitioners from carrying ſo 
fully into effect the ends of their inſtitution, particularly that of 
enforcing labour, as they humbly conceive they may, if enabled 
by Parliament to erect a new edifice upon an eligible plan; and 
therefore praying aid. | 


Sir Francis HuTcninsonN ſaid that the petition now on the 
table was highly deſerving the attention of the Houſe ; that the 
inſtitution to which it prayed an aid was truly praiſe worthy, but 
that the Houſe of Induſtry was at preſent in ſuch a ruinous*fitua- 
tion, that it would require at leaſt oO. to repair it, and build 
an additional dormitory. ws” Sad | 


Sir HENRY CavenDi1SH ſaid he could not approve. of any ex- 
tenſion of buildings for the reception of beggars. It would ope- 
rate, he ſaid, as a preventative to induſtry, and bring ſwarms of 
idle mendicants from every part of the country, to take up their 
abode in a comfortable reſidence in the metropolis, where they 


would be maintained at a very great public expence. 


C—— 


The CnAxcLTLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER ſaid he was ſorry that 
from the ſituation in which he ſtood, he found himſelf ſo often 
under a neceſſity of reſiſting the wiſhes of gentlemen ; he admit- 
ted that the Houſe of Induſtry was an exceeding good inſtitution, 
but he wonld not conſent to laviſh the money of the nation in 
extending its buildings—he underſtood (though the governors 
had not thought proper to communicate with him) that for three 
months paſt advertiſements had been publiſhed, calling on artiſts 
to furniſh plans and eſtimates for extending the building, and that 
ſuch plans and eſtimates had actually been laid before the gover- 
nors, which, as he underſtood, amounted to 50, oool. a ſum ſuf- 
ficient to build a palace for Monarchs inſtead of an aſylum for 
beggars ; but he depended cn the wiſdom of the Houſe, which 
he truſted would not conſent to laviſh the nation's money in ſuch 
extravagant benevolence ; and therefore, to put an end to farther 
ſolicitation, he would move the Houſe. to reſolve, That no 
money be granted this ſeſſion of Parliament for any pier, har- 
bour, quay, canal, navigation, colliery, road, bridge, mill, 
mill-work, nor for building or rebuilding or repairing any parti- 
cular church or cathedral, or for any hcſpital, charity or public 
inſtitution (except colleges or ſchools) which has not uſually and 
regularly received parliamentary ſupport ; nor to any individual 
manufacturer or company of manufacturers, nor in conſideration 
of any buildings made or to be made by any manufaQurer or ſet 
of manufacturers, unleſs where ſeparate and diſtin& revenues are 
or ſhall be provided and appropriated thercto. 


- 
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Mr. Tzencn ſaid he roſe with the greateſt reſpe& to the Ad- 


miniſtration of the day, and his motive was to prevent their 
plunging, through miſinformation, into an act, in his opinion, of 
| ſtrong and flagrant injuſtice to the perſon who had carried on the 
new works at the Lying-in Hoſpital. He ſaid, a general aſſer- 
tion did not always include particular circumſtances ; he conſi- 
dered himſelf as out of the queſtion, and was ſatisfied to abide 
any perſonal inconvenience his effort to ſerve the public might 
occaſion, but in juſtice to the artificers who had placed a confi- 
dence in him, he inſiſted on ftating their lituation.—Had the 
fums in queition been withheld by that timid caution which would 
now appear prudence, the roof would not have been covered, the 
windows glazed, nor would any, even the moft neceſſary accom- 
modation have been procured. —From the great influx of the pub- 
lic, and the bad condition of the ſtairs, a ſecond ſtair- caſe was 
neceſſary, workmen were now day and night employed thereon, 
yet this was a conduct the ſervants of the Crown had thought 
proper to cenſure. 

He had in his hand a Gi which he ſaid he read with 
much concern; it was for the governors to meet and conſider of 
the neceſſity of limiting the admiſſion of patients, and of appro- 
priating part of their wretched fund to the diſcharge of juſt debts. 
He had determined to poſtpone his private claims, but common 
honeſty required that the demands of tradeſmen ſhould be paid, 
though the conſequence mult be, that a number of poor women 
mult be refuſed admittance. | 

The public, he ſaid, were aware with what ſedulous attention, 
foreign to his line and purſuits i in life, he had for three years paſt 
applied himſelf to the advancement of the charity and extenſion of 
its works. He now took leave of the latter buſineſs ; and though 
he ſhould always, as a faithful truſtee, take a proportionable fhare 
in the ſuperintendence of the charity, he certainly never would 
again interfere as one of the committee for conducting the build- 
ings. The gentlemen who were pleaſed to undertake the ma- 
nagement ef the public entertainments, were fully capable; the 
officers and fervants of the hoſpital would obey their commands ; 
but from the preſent moment, he in no ways conſidered himſelf 
as reſponſible to the public for their accommodation. He con- 
cluded with — that his perſonal reſpect to the preſent 


Government. was ſuch, that he would not move any amendiuent 
to the reſolution. 


Cond Joczwrn preſented to the Houſe, a liſt of penſions on 
the civil eſtabliſhment on the 25th of January, 1788, viz. ' 
| Reverend James Verfchoyle, Under Library- 


keeper, (from 19th , 1779, during F£. 
plealure} — | 00 „ 
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Repreſentative of Charles Hooper and Philip 
Martin, (from 15th December, 1726, until 
- 20001. be paid at one payment) — 

David Mitchell, in truſt for Mary Williams, alias 
Weſt, daughter of Lord Chancellor Weſt, 
(from gth February, 1726, during pleaſure) 

Reverend Soren Kildahl, miniſter of a congrega- 
tion of German ee in Dublin, (from 
12th April, 1786, during pleaſure) — 

Countefs of Brandon, (from 11th November, 
1742, during pleaſure) 

William Sharman, Eſq; in truft fog Nicholas 
and Margaret Netterville, children of Luke 
Netterville, deceaſed arcs 18th July, 1744» 
during pleaſure) 

| Repreſentative of Sir Standiſh Hang i in 

truſt for the children of Price Har tſtongue, 

deceaſed (from * Auguſt, 1744, g 

pleaſure) — 

| Repreſentative of Arthur Dawſon, in truſt for the 


children of Henry Hamilton, deceaſed (from 


zoth Auguſt, 1744, during pleaſure) — 


5 Dublin Society, (from 26th March, 1746, during 


pleaſure) 1 Go 


Anne Palmer, now Finch, to her and Edward 


Finch, her huſband, for their lives (from 29th 

K Fuly, 1746) — 25 

Addition 

= Repreſentative of the 1 Right W Natha- 
nie] Clements, in truſt for the children of John 
Clements, deceaſed (from 9255 — 1 746, 
during pleaſure) 


Peter Carnac, (from 2 1ſt February, 1748, ; during 


| pleaſure) — 
Iſaac Carnac, (from 2 1ſt Februzry, 1748, PRI 
pleaſure) Es 


Sarah de la Poir, (frm 12th April, 7 759, 
during pleaſure) 

Charlotte de la Bouchetier, | (from 12th April, 
[750, during pleaſure) 

Chriſtian Shroder, ("ey n December, 17 50, 
during pleaſure) — 

Addition, (from if May, | 1767, during 
pleaſure) | 

Repreſentative of . Hons Backs, in 8 
lin, in truſt for the widow and children of 


Richard Anneſley, clerk, deceaſed (from 6th 


April, 175 3, during pleaſure) - — 
Vor. VIII. 1 


100 


100 


150 
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Henrietta Haſſard, in truſt for the children of the 
late David Chaignean, Efq; deceaſed (from 
24th October, 1763, during pleaſure — 

Right Honourable Lady Anne Daly, (from 6th 


April, 1753, during pleaſure _ 
ERzabeth Pain, — 6th W e 1753, during 
pleaſure) 


Mary Hamilton, and I Anne and Mary, her dnvgh- 
ters, and ſurvivors (from 2 1ſt * 1755 
during pleaſure) 

Marianne de Aveſſein, Chon 21ſt Fa 
1755, during pleaſure) | 

Margaret Therond, (from 2 1ſt Fa 1755. 
during pleaſure) — _ 

Executors of Charles Uſher, in truſt for Harriet 
Moleſworth, 8 15th January, 1756, dur- 
ing life) 

Lonifa Ponſonby, (from 15th January, 17.56, 
during life) — 

Elizabeth Moleſworth, (Ron 15th | January, 
1756, during life) 

Ferdinand, Duke of a and 1 
(from 31ſt Auguſt, 1758, during life) — 
Addition, (from * June, 1767, 

pleaſure) 

Secoud addition, ( how 17th November, 1778, 

for 31 years, from 1oth October, 1778, 

George Boyd, Eſq; aſſignee of the repreſenta- 
tive,of Bellingham Boyle, (from 16th Septem- 
ber, 1758, Jt _ from Midſummer, 
1758) 

Lady Clifden, (hom 14th h Augult, 17 758, . 
ing leaſure) 

Repir elentative of Lord "How ke, (from 7th 
March, 1 
Bl:cen Hawke) — 

Charles, Viſcount Ranclagh (from 22d July 


1760, during pleaſure) — 
Addition, (from 10otiz October, 1704, l 
pleaſure ) — — 


Repreſentative of Amalie Sophie Marianne, 
_ Counteſs of Yarmouth, (from 18th Augult, 
1760, 31 years from Midſummer, 1760, 
3 of William Chaigneau, Eſq; aſ- 
ſignee of John Calcraft, Eſq; aſſignee of James, 
Lord Tyrawlcy, (from 8th January, 1761, 
31 years from 2yta November, 1760) 


during 


1760. duriog the life of Martin 


(Jan. 25, 
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2000 


1200 
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DET AT ES 
TE Martha, Lady Beauclerk, widow of Lord Henry 
EZ Beauclerk, in truſt for her daughters, (eſta- 
ON bliſhed 1761, during pleaſure — 
Mrs. Macartney, E 5 during 
WE pleaſure) 

ME Repreſentative of Prizzety 3 (from 25th 
2 June, 1761, 31 years from 21ſt May, 1761) 


IT Repreſentative of Thomas Cumming, Gent. 


(from 18th January, 1762, 31 years from 

9 18th November, 1761) — 

lohn Stear, aſſignee of Philip Francis, (from 

ioth November, 1762, 31 Sa from 16th 

= September, 1762) 

—_ Penelope Victor, (from 1 hail, 1763, x ts 

iag pleaſure) 

Richard Lawleſs, Eſq; affignee of Robert 1 Birch, 

= Eſq; aſſignee of Charles O'Hara, Eſq; (from 
11th June, 1763, 31 years from Lady-day, 
176 

SEO Eſq; 1 s 2oth 7 April, 1763s 

= during pleaſure) 

WE Repreſentative of George - Cockburn, Etz 

©B aſſignee of Thomas Monck, Eſq; aſſignee of 
Henry Mitchell, Efq; aſſignee of Dudley 
Coſby, Eſq; (from 31ſt May, 1763, 31 * 
from Lady-day, 1763) _ 

Executors of the Earl of Bleſſington, in truſt 
for Harriet Moleſworth, (from 157th 
1763, during pleaſure) — 


1 | Louiſa Ponſonby, (from 125 May, 1763, 


Y during pleaſure) 

Elizabeth Moleſworth, (from 1 17th May, 1 N 3s 
:W during pleaſure) 

© George Charles, Eſq; (from 1 15th J 5 1763, 31 
1 years from Lady day, 1763, — 


Y | Executors of the Duke of Bedford, in truſt for 
3 Louiſa Fitzpatrick, my 26th Avgult 1703, 


_ curing life) 

5 Richard Fitzpatrick, 1 26th Augut, 1763, 

To during life) — 

Harriet Vernon, 8 26th Auguſt, 1763, 

during life) 

Caroline Vernon, (from. 26th Augut, 1763, 
during life) — 

Elizabeth Vernon, (from 26th 43 1763, 
during life) — — 

Repreſentative of William Chaigneau, Eſq; aſ- 
ſignee of Edward Welton, Eſq; (from 26th 


D 2 


— 


— 
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Auguſt, 1763, 3 years from Midſummer, 
1763 

John, E Ban of nN and George en 
Eſq; in truſt for the Princeſs Auguſta, (from 
2gth March, 1764, during life) — 

Charles, Duke of Richmond, in truſt for Lady 
Louiſa Mary Lenox, wife of Lord George 
Henry Lenox, (from 24th May, boat during 
pleaſure) — 

Repreſentative of Philip, Viſcount Sand 
in truſt for his two daughters, (from 28th Sep- 
tember, 1764, during pleaſure) — 


Laurence Broderick, clerk, in truit for Mrs. 


Catherine Bathurit, (from 3d December, » 1704s 
during pleaſure) ' 
Elizabeth Mordaunt, (from 1 15th March, | 1766, 


during pleaſure) | — 


George W hitelocke, (from it June, 1765, dur- 


ing pleaſure) — — 

Eleonora Zymmer, n 1{t June, 17055 dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Duke of Glouceſter, (from 1 iſt May, 1767, dur - 
ing pleaſure) 

Duke of Cumberland, (from | 1ſt May, 1767, dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Elizabeth Harriſon, (from: 26th Api,” : $90 
during pleaſure) 

Anna Helena Heatley, (from 26th A 
1768, during g pleaſure) — 

Barbara Wight, alias Mitchell, widow, and 
Frances Mitchell, ſpinſter (from 25th June, 
1768, during pleaſure) 5 . 

Fac! bon Deſeocux, miniſter of the French church 


at P. barlington, (from 25th June, 1768, dur- - 


in 8 plcaſure) ES 1 
Mary Huffey, w:dow (from 29th June, 1768, 
during pleaſure ) —_ ES 


Thomas Gough, E943 ; (from 5th November, 
\ 


: bs 760, d. uring wh eal TY) 87 — 


Repreſent ative of Jeremiah Dyn,. (from 23d 


Fe bFimy, 1770, hires of his three ſons, ſere- 
mizh, (7 rorge aud Henry, and ſurvivors) 

Peter Gervais, (from 2 1ſt March, 17 Jos during 
plica{ ſure) — 

Joſhua, Viſcbunt Allen (from 2Gth 3 1770, 
during pleaſu: 8 AS, 2 
Catharine Sk flip. ton, (fr: am gth June, 1770, 
during p! teaſure) _ 5 


TOO — a 
250 — — 


400 — — 
450 — — 
200 — — 
100. — 

3000 — — 


3000 — — 


200 — — 


— 
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Anna Maria Hewitt, (ws: gth June, 1770, 
# during pleaſure) — 
Lady Conyngham, 1 OY June, 1770, dur- 
ing Paal — 
Elizabeth Biddle, (from 10 November, 1770, 
during pleaſure) — TY 
Mary Eliza Vallancey, (from 17th December, 
= 1770, during pleaſure) — 
Frances Preſton Vallancey, (from 17th Decem- 
EE ber, 1770, during pleaſure) 
= Letitia Preſton Vallancey, (from 17th Decem- 
beer, 1770, during pleaſure) — 
Elizabeth Vallancey, (from 15th December, 


7 
BS 
5 


NY 1770, during peaſure) — 
Hector Munro, (from gth January, 1771, dur- 
_ ing pleaſure) — 8 


Ann Scanlan, wife of John Scanlan, for her ſole 


and ſeparate ufe, (from 31ſt October, 1771, 


| during pleaſure) — — 
Es John Swan, in truft for Maria Swan, (from 31k 
October 1771, during pleaſure} — 


Ws 


= Ccorge Dunbar, Eſq; 1 3ſt 8 1771, 
* during pleaſure) 
Y IJ John Milbanke, Eſq; (from. s 31t Oftober, 1771s 


during pleaſure) — 


1771, during pleaſure) 


John Pennefather, (from z iſt Od ober, 1 77 I, 
during pleaſure) — — 


4 William Pennefather, (from 8 October, 177 I, 
2 during pleaſure) 


Auring pleaſure) — 
Charity Pennefather, from 3 51 October, 7 I, 
= during pleaſure) 


1771, during pleaſure) 
during pleaſure) 


during pleaſure) 


| Addition, (from 7th June, 1776, during pe 

Lucy Villeneufve, (ED) 27th March, 1 772, dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Robert Adair, in truſt Ps his dren, Rae, 
Diana, and Elizabeth Adair, a 24th June, 
1772, during pleaſure) _ 


1772, during pleaſure) - « — 3 


Hugh Valence Jones, Eſq; — 311. October, 


IF Mary Pennefather, (from 1 October, 1771, 7 
x Catherine Pennefather, (from. $1 iſt Oober, | 


Margaret Pennefather, (Hom $1 31ſt Oftober, I 77 I, 
Coſby Neſbitt, Eſa; (from zrlt October, 1 771 


Henry Meredyth, Gent. (from 2 22d October, 


- JT 
1 
8 


600 
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Elizabeth Reynolds, (from 22d October, 1772s 
during pleaſure) 
Anne Moore, (from 224 Oftober, 17735 during 
| pleaſure) . 
| Jane Gordon, ſpinſter, | (from 22d October, 1 77 72s 
| during pleaſure) 
Harriet Gordon, ſpinſter, (from 04 Ocober, 
1772, during pleaſure) 
Charles Tottenham, Eſq; (from iſt © it December, 
1773, during pleaſure) 
illiam Montgomery, Eiq; (from TY December 
1773, during pleaſure) 
Sir Skeffington Smith, Bart, (from 1 ith 8 
ry, 1774, during pleaſure) 
Edward Croſby, Eſq; in traſt for Sir Eduard 
Croſby, Bart. e 21ſt * 1774, during 


Elizabeth Sneyd, ſenior, and Shou daughter Eliza- 
beth Sneyd, the younger, and ſurvivor, (from 
22d January, 1776, durivg pleaſure) 

John Wynne, (from PR; June, 1776, « GONG 

 pleature) 

Robert Hellen, and Dorcthy his wife, and ſurvi- 

vor, (from 7th June, 1776, during pleaſure) 

Thomas, Earl of Howth, eg 7th * 1776, 
during pleaſure) 


* | ing pleaſure 


during pleaſure) 

- Addition, (from 25th November, 178 55 ducing 
pleaſure) 

Philippa Smith, {from 7 oO June, 1776, during 

pleaſure) | 


— 


pleaſure) — 

Richard Croſby, Eſa; (from 21f April, 774. 
during pleaſure) 

Mary Croſby, (from 21ſt r April, 1774. a 
pleaſure) cn 

I Croſby, (from 2 21ſt April, 17 74. dur- 

{ ing pleaſure 

Carey Caroline Lill, (from 24th November, 5 1774, 
during pleaſure) 

Margaret Butler, (from 24th November, 1 1774s | 
during pleaſure) 

Addition, (from 7th June, 17 776, during plea 
ſure) — | 

John Larpent, Eſq; en 2d 3 1775» 4 
ing pleaſure) 


Catherine Fitzgerald, n ch June, 1776, dur- 
"Thomas 3 Eſq; (from | 7th June, 1776, | 
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Elizabeth Delemain, (from 7th June, 1 776, FR 
ing pleaſure) 

George, Earl of Belvedere, On Im June, 
1776, during pleaſure) 

Richard Malone, (from 0 June, 1776, 1 
pleaſure) 

Connell Vereker, from (7th June, 1776, 3 
leafure) 

Edward Bulkeley, (from a th — 1776, 5, during 
pleaſure) 

Addition, (from 20th | December, nn during 
pleaſure) 

John Swan, Eſq; (Som- 1 June, 77 _ 
pleaſure) 


_ Thomas Hackett, n: oth June, m7 curing 


pleaſure) * 
Edward Smith, Efq; (from 7th June, 1 1776, dur- 
ing pleaſure) 
Sarah Norman, widow, (from _-_ ewes” 1776, 
during pleaſure) 


6 = Jacob Downing Pickford, Eſa; ( (ons? 7th . 


1776, during pleaſure) 

George Mecham, om 7th June, 1776, —_—_ 

pleaſure) 

Charlotte Lill, {from 7 June, 1 er. during 
pleaſure) 

Bridget Porter, (from 7th June, 1776, ;, during 
pleaſure 

John Staples, Eſq; (from 7 7th June, 1776, 6, during 
pleaſure) 

Elizabeth Fauquiere, (from 7 7th June, 1 176, dur- 
ing pleaſure | 

John Damer, Eſq; (Row? 7th June, 0776s during 
pleaſure: 

Marcella Marſhall, (from 2 Auguſt, 1 
during pleaſure) 

Margaret Mitchell, (from 7th Auguſt, 1 776. 
during pleaſure) — 

Tereſa Booker, (from 26th | November, 27 
during pleaſure) 

Catherine Robinſon, (from 26th m— I 776, 
during pleaſure 

Edward Coke, Eſq; (from roth] h December, 1776, 
during pleaſure) — 

Robert Barry, Eſq; (from 10th b December, 1776, 
during pleaſure — * 

John, Lord Baron Kinſale, (from 21ſt January, 
1777 during N — — 
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Addition, Thom 25th November, 1785, n 


pleaſure) 

Lord Tarlsfort, aſlignee of Sir Nicholas N 

aſugnee of Ed ard Moore, (from 2 5th March, 
1777, for 30 years from ART 1770s 
Addition, 

Juliana Howe, (from zoth * 1778, a 

— life — 

3 Ethelreda Nee. ( 7th De- 

cember, 1778, during ple: ſure) — 

Albert Neſbitt, ok, (from 20th Auguſt, 1780, 
during pleaſure) — _ 

John, Lord Mayo, (from z0th December, 1780, 
durine pleaſure) — _ 

Edward Tighe, Eſq; (from 20th December, 
1780, duringpleature) — 

Iſabella Frances Francis, (from 2oth December, 
i780, during pleaſure -— 

Richard, Earl of Cavan, (from zoth December, 
1789, during pleaturc 

James Yourg, Ela; I 20th Dios, L 
during pleaſure) 

Fraceis Bernard Beamith, Eſg; b 20th D. 
cember, 1780, during pleaſure) — 

James one Ponſonby, Eſq; (from 2oth De- 
cember, 1780, during pleaſure) _ 

Addition, (from 25th Þ November, 1785, during 
plAure) — 

Poniviby Tottenham, Eſq; (from 20th Decem- 
ber, 1780, during pleaſure, — 


James Somerville, Eſq; (from 2oth December, 


1780, during pleaſure) — 
Robert Sibthorpe, Eſq; (from 2oth December, 
1780, during pleaſure) 
John Evans, Eiq; (ein 20th treads: 1780, 
Anring pleaſure) — — 
Richard | Jones, (from 20th December, $700; dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Robert Gamble, Eſq; (from 20th December, 
' 1780, during pleaſure) — 

George Gamble, Eſq; in truſt, to pay thereout 
7ol. a year to Sarah Norman, widow, his ſiſter, 
(from 2oth December, 1780, during pleaſure) 

Edward Sterling, (from 2oth 3 9 57 
during pleaſure) ü 

Henry Meredyth, Eſq; in truſt for Letitia Mere. 
dyth and Judith Woodward, (from 2oth De- 
* 0 * pleaſure) — 
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Mary Coote, oy, 20th December, Tm” dur- 

10 ing pleaſure 

BE Sir John Haſler, Knight, ad Sarah Hadks, his 

== daughter, and ſurvivor (from zoth December, 
1780, during pleaſure) 

E Storey, clerk, in truſt for Ca 
Hannah Sneyd, (from 19th ren, 1781, 
during pleaſure) 

Henry Grove, Eſq; (from 11th Ara, 1781, 
during pleaſure) 

Lord Rodney, 1 7th 1 us during 
lite 
Ar his death, we? is granted af ſaid pen- 


ſion, during their lives, to 


2000 


George Rodney, Eq; _ 1000 — — 
And to him in truſt for Lady Rodney, $00 — — 
John Rodney, — — 100 — — 
Jane Rodney, — — — 100 — — 
Henrietta Rodney, _ _ 100 — — 
Anne Roduey, — — 100 — — 
Sarah Rodney, _ 100 — — 
William Green, Eſq; (from 18th Joby: 1781, 
during pleaſure) — _ 400 — — 
Catherine and Anne Kennedy, and ſurvivor x 
(from 18th July, 1781, during pleaſure) 100 — — 
. Robert Emmet, doctor of phyſick, in truſt for 
Harriet Temple, (from = February, 1782, 5 
during pleaſure) — 50 — — 
Anne Temple, (from 4th i February; 1782, 
during pleaſure — 50 — — 
Mahetabel Temple, (from 4 ab February, 1782, | 
during pleaſure) — 50 — — 
Harriet Temple, (from ach n, 1782, 
during pleaſure) — 50 — — 
Guſtavus Hume, Eſq; in truſt for Mary - Bur- | 
leigh, to ſupport her four children, Richard 
Mayne Burleigh, Thomas Worſley Burlei 
Frances and Anne Burleigh, (from "= fe. | 
bruary, 1782, during pleaſure) 100 — — 
Robert French, Eſq; in truſt for Frances Wii 
burgh, to ſupport her three children, Arthur 
Robert, - Frances-and Mary Elizabeth, 3 | | 
4th February, 1782, during pleaſure) 200 — — 
Elizabeth Dunkin, (from ** February, 2782, 
during pleaſure) 120 — — 


William, Viſcount Chetwynd { (from 2 5th } June, 
1782, — pleaſure) 400 — — 
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Oven Salſbury Brereton, Eſq; in truſt for the 
ſole and ſeparate uſe of Suſanna, Viſcounteſs 
Chetwynd (from 25th June, 1782, Gurng her 
coverture, and during pleafure) 


Right Honourable Henry Theophilus Clements, 


in truſt for Henry, Lord Baron Aylmer, Lady 


Aylmer, his wife, and their children Matthew, 
Henry, Frederick, Whitworth and Roſe Aylmer 
(from 24th February, 1783, during pleaſure) 
William Lodge, clerk, . I 5th Mi 
1783, during life) 
Edwards Lodge, widow, (from I 5th Auguſt, 
1783, during life) 
John Foſter and Thomas Burgh, Eſqrs. in truſt 
for John Burgh, (from n December, 1783, 
during pleaſure ) 


Elizabeth Burgh, (from * 15 178 3, 


during pleaſure) . 
Catherine Burgh, (from rgth December, 1783, 
during pleaſure ) — 


Mary Burgh, (from 19th | December, 0 35 
during pleaſvre) 

Anne Burgh, (from 19th Decembir, 1723, 83. dur- 
ing life) — 

Conſtantia Maria Wren, (from 6th February, 
1784, during pleaſure) 

Dame Mary Roche, (from gr 8 1784. 
during pleaſure) 

Arabella Hamilton, and Elizabeth, Mary and 
Iſabella, her daughters, and ſurvivors, (from 
18th June, 1784, during pleaſure) — 

John Stephen Lewis de Joncourt, (from zoth 

OSober, 1784, during pleaſure) — 

Faithful Forteſcue, Eſq; (from goth Oktober, 
1784, during pleaſure) 

Henry Harriſon, (trom goth: October, 17845 
during pleaſure) 

William Taylor, Gent. '7 as 2d December, 
1784, during pleaſure) 

Edward Hamilton, Eſq; in truſt for 8 
Mary, Anne, Elizabeth and Arabella Hamil- 
ton, daughters of the late Joſnua Hamilto 
and the ſurvivor of them (from 91 March, 
1785, during pleaſure) 

James Anthony du Rouveray, Eſq; (from 19th. 
March, 1785, during Nr — 
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Anne Copinger, (from ow May, 1785, dur- - 
ing pleaſure) 


Catherine Ridge, (from 5th October, 1785 85. dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Sarah Ridge, (from 5th © Odtober, 17865 55 PEE. 
ing pleaſure) — 

Anne Ridge, (from SY October, 1785, jo Cre 
pleaſure) 

Elizabeth Ogle, (from ; 6th Auguſt, 178 5, dur- 

ing pleaſure) 

Jane Moore, (from 16th Augul, 1785, , during 
pleaſure) 

Mrs. Elizabeth 88 (from 2 * Nas 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure) 

Thomas, Earl of Weſtmeath (from 2 «th d Novem- 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure) — 

Sir James May, Bart. (from 25th November, 
1785, during pleaſure) 

John Newman, Eſq; (from 25th November 
1785, during pleaſure) 

Alderman Thomas Emerſon, and Catherine his 
wife, and ſurvivor (from 25th November, 
1785, during pleaſure) 

Anne Pringle and Mary Pringle, and | facie 
(from 25th November, 1785, during pleaſure) 

Robert Jephſon, and Jane his wife, and ſurvivor 
(from 25th November, 1785, during pleaſure) 

Frances Benſon, and Mary her daughter, and 
ſurvivor (from 12th October, 178 N during 
pleaſure) | 

Sir Richard F Bart. (from 25th þ day; 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure) 

Sir William Godfrey, Bart. (from 25th 12 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure) 

Thomas T'rulock Bookey, (from 4th February, 
1786, during pleaſure ) 

William Trulock Bookey, (from whe February, 
1786, during pleaſure) 

Lord Viſcount Pery, (from 38 May, 1786, 
during life) 

her (from Gth September, #786, dur- 
ing Ie 1 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant 4 6th 

| September, 1786, during the life of Robert 
"Ow junior, his eldeſt ſon) — 800 — — 
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Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant (from 6th 
September, 1786, dunng the life of Bernard 

Shaw, his ſecond fon) 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant (from 6th 
September, 1786, during the life of Mary 
Shaw, his eldeſt daughter) 

Edward Gleadowe, Eſq; (from 18th : Auguſt, 

1786, during pleaſure) 
Mary Ellis, (from 18th 1 1786, during 


pleaſure ) 


Juliana Southwell, (from 18th Augult 1736, 
during pleaſure) 

James Ormſby and Jane his wife, and ſurvivor 
(from 18th Auguſt, 1786, during pleaſure) | 
Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bart. (from 18th 
Auguſt, 1786, during pleaſure) — 
Right Honourable Henry Theopbilus Clements, 
in truſt for John, Henry and Margaret Neſbitt, 
and ſurvivor (from 18th . 1786, dur- 

ing pleaſure — 


Milry Roberts, (from 23th Dena; 1786, 
during pleaſure) 


Elizabeth Barclay, (from 28th D 1786, 
during ꝓleaſure) 


Florinda Ellifon, (from gth January, 1787, dur- 
ing pleafure 

Catherine Kendell and Elzaberh Boſſugue, and 
ſarvivor (from gth Ln 178), 
pleaſure 


Elizabeth Lambert, them gth January, 2997 75 
during pleaſure) 


Anne Leland, widow (from gth January, » 198; 7, 
during pleaſure) 

Anne Leland, Mary Leland has” Elizabeth Le- 
land, and ſurvivor (from Mm e. 1787, 
during pleaſure) 

Frances Arabella Kennedy, (from 9th J. Jawwary, 
1787, during pleaſure). 

Frances Muſchamp Johnſton, (from 55 1 1 January, 
1787, during pleaſure) 

Elizabeth North, widow (from gth } | January, 

1787, during pleaſure( 

Frances Rynd, "(from gth Janoary; 765, dur- 
ing pleaſure) 

Anne Hyland, Norman Hyd. Wel Hy- 
land and Thomas Hyland, and ſurvivor (from 
gth January, 1787, during pleaſure) — 


ſe JO 


[Jan. 25, 


a 
3 


5D | 1788. 1.x | B A E 
NE. 4 Samuel Sneyd, Eſq; (from 26th January, 1787, 


5 during pleaſure — 

john Norris N Eſq; (from 26th Ja- 
Fe nuary, 1787, during pleaſure) — 
Honourable James Browne, (from gth July, 
1787, during pleaſure) 

Ss Thomas Higinbotham, Eſq; (from 21ſt July, 
1ꝑ787, during the life of Robert Higinbo- 
Wo tham) i 
Robert Aſhworth, Eſq; (from 18th April, 
1:75), during the life of Robert Aſhworth, jun.) 
Robert Aſhworth, Eſq; (from 18th April, 1787, 
during the life of Henrietta Aſhworth) 
Robert Aſhworth, Eſq; (from 18th April, 1787, 
1 dauring the life of Frederick Aſhworth) 
Robert Aſhworth, Eſq; (from 18th April, 
_ 1737, during the life of Charles Aſhworth) 
Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant (from 2 1ſt 
ay, 1787, during the life of Mary Shaw, his 


_ cl: daughter) 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant (from 21 
lualy, 1787, during the life of Elizabeth Shaw, 
his {cond daughter) . 

= Honourable John Maſſey, (from 1oth October, 
= 1787, during pleaſure) 

5 Benjamin Houghton, Eſq; (from 1oth October, 
18787, during pleaſure) ; 

Penelope Houghton, (from 10th October, 1787, 
HS during pleaſure) 

Joſeph Rouvierc, (from 10th October, 1787, 
during pleaſure) 
Anthony Tiſdall, (from loth October, 1787, 
3M during pleaſure) | — 
SGarah Smyth, (from 10th October, 1787, dur- 


ing pleaſure) 

Franklyn Kirby, Eſq; (from 16th October, 
1787, during pleaſure) — 

Roger Briſtowe, Eſq; (from 16th October, 
1787, during pleaſure) — ; 


Bingham Burke, Eſq; (from 16th October 
1737, during pleaſure | | 
Robert Cooke, Eſq; (from 16th October, 1787, 
during pleaſure( | 
Mary Warren, (from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Anne Warrea, (from 16th October, 1787, during 
Pleaſure) — a 
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Sarah Warren, (from 16th October, 1787, dur- L. 


ing pleaſure) — — 50 — 
Rebecca Warren, (from 16th October, 1787, 

during pleaſure) 50 — 
Right Honourable John Beresford, in truſt for 

the ſix children of the late John Hamilton, Eſq; 

(from 20th October, 1787, during pleaſure) 500 — 


Total . 96,284 2 6 


— 
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SATURDAY, January 26, 1788. 


The Houſe met, and ſeveral accounts, &c. were preſented. 


— LECT IPECIEEOT YH, 


Monpar, Jaxvarxy 28, 1788. 


A petition of the citizens of Limerick, whoſe names are 
thercunto ſubſcribed, was preſented.to the Houſe and read ; ſet- 
ting forth, that former Parliaments have manifeſted their ſenſe of 
the numerous advantages which muſt ariſe to this kingdom from 
making the river Shannon navigable, by having given many and 
large grants for that purpoſe ; that a company was incorporated 
by charter, for opening part of the river Shannon, from the deep 
water above Killaloe, to the deep water below Limerick ; that 
notwithſtanding the expenditure of confiderable ſums, the pro- 
perty of ſaid company, and large aids given them by Parliament, 
they are by ſome miſcarriages, not unuſual in works of ſuch mag- 
nitude, now unable to compleat their contract, therefore the 
works which have ſuffered much, and in particular this winter, 
will fall into total ruin if not immediately attended to: The pe- 
titioners further ſtate that the navigation on the upper part of 
the river Shaanon, upon which ſuch very large fums of the public 
money have been expended, and which is now in ſome degree of 
repair, can be of no uſe until the communication from thence to 
this city ſhall be opened, conſequently the works thereon mult 
fall to decay, to the valt detriment and loſs of the Kingdom in ge- 
neral, and of this city in particular; and therefore praying relief. 


A petition of the company of undertakers for making the ri- 


ver Shannon navigable, under their common ſeal, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners, ſoon 
after they were incorporated, found inſuperable difficulties in 
carrving on the navigation line, as laid out by commiſſioners ap- 


pointed by Parliament before their incorporation; that the win- 
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ter after two locks were blown up, and a great part of the bank 
Jof the canal, near this city, was proſtrated by the floods, which 
Coſt the petitioners ſome thouſands in repairing the fame ; which 
fact, with many others, were ſet forth in their petition laid be- 
fore the Houſe in November, 1783, which petition was referred 
to a committee, and the allegations therein ſet forth were then 
fully proved by the petitioners ; that the petitioners have ex- 
pended of their private properties on ſaid navigation works the 
um of eight thouſand five hundred and twenty pounds four 
millings and two-pence, without ever receiving any dividend 
and have alſo expended on ſaid works the ſum of fourteen thou- 

FRE ſand five hundred and forty three pounds four ſhillings and two 
pence, granted by Parliament, both which ſums were accounted 
bor upon oath before a committee of the Houſe in the year 1783: 
The petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe, that 
a great part of ſaid navigation between Limerick and Killaloe is 
in great forwardneſs, but not ſo as to form a communication with 
the different counties intended by Parliament; that the petiti- 
oners employed an able Engliſh engineer, who viewed ſaid works, 
and reported that no leſs a ſum than eleven thouſand eight hun- 
dred and ninety ſix pounds five ſhillings, would complete ſaid na- 
vigation works to the deep water above Killaloe ; that the petiti- 
oners have been prevented from carrying on ſaid works through 
inability to raiſe ſaid ſum, and that without the aid of Parlia- 
ment that great and national undertaking muſt fall to ruin, but 
for further particulars beg leave'to refer to former petitions laid 
before the Houſe of the 17th of November, 1783, and 2d of 
February, 1785 : The petitioners conſidering this navigation as 
a national object of the greateſt importance to the trade of this 
kingdom, and as the petitioners would not wiſh to give the leaſt 
[interruption to fo uſeful a work, they are therefore willing, if 
the Houſe thinks fit, to relinquiſh all rights they have under their 
incorporation, on ſuch terms as the Houſe ſhall point out and 
think reaſonable. 


| Mr Coxxy gave notice that he would on Thurſday, previous 
| to the report being made from the committee of accounts make 
a motion relative to ſome matters of importance, and which he 
would do the enſuing day, but that an hon. member had ſome- 
| thing then to bring forward, 


- * ng 


> ” ut 5 — - w 4 - * * ** 
2 e * * we of pr OF FS r . 3 n X * % ͤ ͤ ͤ BY Ct 7 
- The F 3 J ͤ er ET IPDDY ot N CREE rr r Nr o 8 5 =O pin 0 
8 : es 782 * 1 1 I IR Wh 2 : BIS ab 2 8 N * 3 . L p * 79 1 
*. is — — bY oy 20" N * 5 n he D 2 > * 0 - \ 
Rv; Ren 3 whe,” 2 > R 7 Pohl Fe I So n E 2 8 8 * 8 e F SF a6 OST, vas «af. JE — 
* Set a i * * N - 2 5 g Ov I» 8 IE BON Pro 1 Re Ti * We Wo - $ 5 


— — — 


Toussbav, Janvary 29, 1788. 


| Mr. Lorrus preſented to the Houſe a report of the Com- 
miſſioners of Impreſt Accounts, which is as follows: 
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8 upon the parliamentary accounts for the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix having been delivered in 
the laſt ſeſſion to the Chief Governor and to each Houſe of 
Parliament, the Commiſſioners applied themſelves as early as was 
compatible with the buſineſs which neceſſarily comes under their 
inſpection in the courſe of every year, to the objects particularly 
pointed out by the Legiſlature in the ſpecial act paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion, © for diretting the application of the funds granted by Par- 
liament for promoting and carrying on inland navigations in this king- 
dom, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned.” 

Kichard Baggs, Eſq; ſecretary, and John Mitchell, Eſq; ac- 
countant, to the faid corporation having previouſly delivered; in to 
the office all books, papers, &c. reſpecting the proceedings of 
the late Corporation then in their poſſeſſion (as required by law) 
did on the thirty- firſt day of July laſt furniſh the Commiſſioners 
with accounts and papers, declaring that they were as full and 
as perfect as the time limited by the fpecial act and the books, 
papers, accounts, vouchers or other articles in their poſſeſſion 
reſpectively, or in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid Corporation, enabled 
them to do. 

Notwithſtanding much time has hag employed in diligently 
inſpecting the accounts and papers delivered in by Mr. Mitchell, 
the Commiſſioners have deemed it expedient to defer reporting 
upon them for the preſent, further inveſtigation being ſtil neceſ- 
fary in accounts defective in materials and involved in much per- 
plexity, in order that the public may derive all the advantage 
that the nature and peculiar circumſtances of the caſe will admit. 

The annual accounts of the following perſons and bodies poli- 
tic have been examined and paſſed by the Commiſſioners ſince 
the reports made by them in the laſt ſeſſion, all of which hav- 
ing undergone the molt minute inveſtigation, appear to have been 
correctly ſtated, and were ſupported by proper vouchers; the 
balances due upon each of, them reſpectively, either for or againſt 
the public, are as hereafter particularly mentioned, viz. 


ide Streets. Coal Duties. 
The account of the Commiſſioners for making wide and con- 
venient paſſages in the city of Dublin, upon the head of coal du- 


ties, from the 25th day of December 1785 to the 25th day of 


December 1786. 


This body is authoriſed by "Wy to borrow money, and their 
debt on the laſt- mentioned day amounts to 23,6491. 55. 7d. 


Wide Streets. King's Letter for 80011 18s. 65d. 

The account of the ſame body for the ſum of 8201]. 188. 61d. 
granted by King's letter dated the 7th day of January 1 84, for 
the purpoſe of purchaſing ground caſtward of the Parliament- 
houſe, to build thereupon ſuch rooms as niight be Atom tary to 
be added to the Houſe of Lords, 
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This money has been laid out for the purpoſe for which it was 
granted, and it appears that there has been expended over and 


| above the amount of the King's letter the ſum of 1031. 18s. 8d. 


t Circulur Road. urge! 
The balance in favour of the public upon the account af the 


| Truſtees of the Circular- road round Dublin, for one year end- 
ing the 26th day of November 1786, amounts to 3067 l. 178. 8d. 
in which is included a diſallowance of 61. made by the Commiſ- 


fioners in the year 1785, and of 79l. os. 1d. in the account of 


Coal Yards, Dublin. SED | : 
Upon the account of the Director of the public Coal-yards 


in Dublin, for one year ending the 25th day of December 1786, 
| it appears that the balance due to the public on that day amounts 


to 1759]. 188. rod. of which 16881. 58, 9d. is the value of the 
coals remaining unſold in the ſeveral yards, and 711. 13s. 1d. 
is caſh in the Ranch of the Director. 5 
Coal Yards, Cort. : 
There is a balance remaining in the hands of the Superinten- 


dent of the public Coal-yards at Cork, upon his account for one 
| year ending the 25th day of December 1786, amounting to 
| 7621. os. 8d. being the value of the coals remaining in the ſe- 


veral yards on that day. 
Lying-in Hoſpital. General Account. 
The general account of the Governors of the Lying. in Hoſ- 
pital for one year ending the 31ft day of December 1786. 
Upon this account there is a balance in favour of the public of 


' 2541. 08. 5d. | 


Governors of the Lying-in Hoſpital. R utland-ſquare. | 
Upon the account of the receipts and diſburſements of the 


laſt mentioned body for the buildings erecting contiguous to the 
| Rotunda, from the zd day of December 1786 to the 3d day of 
April 1787, it appears that after including in the charge-part 
of the account all the money received, as well as the value of 


ſuch of the old materials as were ſold, the Governors have ex- 
pended the ſum of 16981. 98. 55d. over and above their receipts. 


Hibernian Marine Nurſery. 
The account of the Governors of the Hibernian Marine Nur- 


| ſery for one year ending the 6th-day of November 1786. 


There is a balance in favour of the public of 52761. 88. 45d. 


which ineludes a diſallowance for intereſt on money advanced of 


31. 45. 11d. made by the Commiſſioners in the account ending 
on the firſt day of November, 1784. | 


Hibernian Society for Soldiers Children. 
The balance in favour of the public upon the account of the 


Governors of the Hibernian Society for ſoldiers children for one 
You. VII, | 
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year, ending the 2 = oy of December 1736, amounts to . 
188. 11 ad. 


F. bundbn g Hoſpital. 
The account of the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital and 
Work-houſe, for one. year- ending the 25th 'day of December, 


2 1 
e + £4 
It appears that this corporation are | < 


_ mM indebted in a groſs ſumof 9579 7 74 
4 Againſt which there are depending 
debts and arrears of taxes uncol- 
lected --._ . - 735548 
Caſh "ale, hands of the Treaſurer 99 6 4 
5 1 — 1454+ it © 
There : therefore a Ak of 2124 16 7 71 


for the payment of which it does not appear chat the * 
vernors have any proviſion in their hands. 


Dubli in Society. 


The Dublin Society upon their account for one year ending 
the uſt day of June, 1787, had a balance remaining in their hands 


of 5883]. 9s. 25d. 
Houſe of Induſtry. 

The balance due to the public by the Governors of the Houſe 
of Induſtry, upon their account for one year, ending the 25th 
day of December 1786, amounts to 23581. 118. 3d. 

In this balance the following particulars are included, viz : 
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Outſtanding debts - — 916 5 37 
Materials for labour — - - 198 8 6; 
Proviſions in ſtore © - G 56 2 4 7 
Diſallowed by the commiſſioners in . 

former accounts, being the intereſt 5 | 
on money advanced - 272 18 9 I 
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Charter Schools. 

Upon the account of the Incorporated Society for Proteſtant 
Charter Schools for one year, ending the iſt day of. November, 
1786, there · is A balance in favour, of the public of 2589l. 148. 
4 3d. being caſly in the hams of the treaſurer and . 
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. North-Weſt Fiſheries. | | 
The Commiſſioners in their laſt report to the Chief Governor 
and to Parliament, mentioned that on the 24th day of January 
a laft, the right honourable William Conyngham had delivered in 
to this office an account of part of the ſum of 20,000). granted 
by Parliament, in the year 1785, for the purpoſe of promoting 
the fiſheries on the north weſt coaſt of this kingdom, and of the 
further ſum of 20,000]. to be raiſed by mortgage on the lands of 
Mount Charles, &c. from the 25th day of March, 1785, to 
the 25th day of March, 1786, but that the Commiſſioners 
nad not been able to enter upon the examination of the ſame. 
This account has ſince been examined and paſſed ; it is clearly 
and accurately ſtated, all the articles of the diſcharge are ſupport- 
ed by proper vouchers; and it fully appeared that the works 
have been well executed, and at reaſonable prices: the balance 
remaining unexpended of the 40,000]. amounts to 37,0881. 19s. 
15d. | 


BS. a 


Ballaſt Office, Belfaſt. | : 

An act of Parliament having paſſed in the twenty-fifth rear of 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, erecting a new Corporation for 
| preſerving and improving the port and harbour of Belſaft, and 
requiring them once in every year to lay before the Commiſſioners 
a true and perſect account of all and every ſum and ſums of money 
wvhich ſhall be received or levied in conſequence there awithin the 
| rear immediately preceding the furniſhing of ſuch account, and hoaw 
| and in what particular manner the ſame /ha!l have been applied,” 
they accordingly preſented under the {cal of the Corporation an 

account commencing the iſt day of ſanuary, 1786, and ending 
ziſt day of December following, 

This account has been examined and paſſed; it is regularly 
{tated and properly vouched ; the balance in the hands of the 
Corporation appears to be 31ol. 48. 9d. ä 


Ballaſt-Office, Dublin. 

In the 26th year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty an act 
was paſſed for promoting ihe trade of Dublin, by rendering its 
| port and harbour more commodious.” Vc Corporation erected 
thereby delivercd in to this office an account of their receipts and 
expenditures from the gth day of May, 1786, the day of their 
commencement, to the 29th day of September, 1787 : this ac- 
count went through the uſual courſe of examination, and though 
deficient in ſome trifling forms, it appeared to be fairly and juſtly 
vouched both in charge. and diſcharge ; the balance in favour of 
the public amounts to 160), 18. 11d. : 

The Ballaſt-maſter was called before the Commiſſioners, who 
pointed out to him the inſtances in which his account' was in- 
formal, which he has promiſed to rectify in future. 
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Fi dae, Thouſand Pounds, granted at ſundry times for building 
Courts and Law Offices. 

Several grants, amounting in the whole to 15,000]. having 
bow made by Parliament in the ſeſſions of 1784, 1785, 1786, 
and 1787, to the Lord Chancellor and the Chief Judges towards 
erecting a new Four Courts and Law Offices, Mr. Gandon the 
archite& delivered in an account of fo much of the money as has 


been laid out for theſe purpoſes, from the iſt day of Penne, | | 


1785, to the 27th day of October, 1787. 


This account is correctly ſtated and properly de and it i 


appears that there i is a balance unexpended of 17591. 6s. 11d. 


Navigation Warrants unpaid, Ten Thouſand Five Hundred : 3 | 


ounds, 

In obedience to the act paſſed in the laſt ſeffion «« for directing 
the application of the funds granted by Parliament, for promoting and 
carrying on Inland Navigations in this kingdom, and for the pur- 
poſes therein mentioned, Richard Baggs, Eiq; late ſecretary to 


the ſaid late Corporation and treaſurer to the Local Commiſ- il 


ſioners of the Shannon and Barrow Navigations, did on the 31ſt 
day of July laſt, among other papers, deliver in to this office Wl 
ſundry accounts of the ſeveral ſums of money expended in con- 
ſequence of certain warrants iſſued by the late Corporation, which 
remained unpaid at the Treaſury on the 25th day of March, 
1787, and ſet forth in the ſchedule annexed to the ſaid act. 

The Commiſſioners keeping in view the directions contain- 
ed in this act. by which their conduct was to be regulated re- 
ſpecting this particular buſineſs, proceeded to examine all theſe 
accounts as ſoon as they were laid before them for that purpoſe 
by the Auditors of Impreſts; and after the moſt ſtrict examina- 
tion, on the gth day of October laſt, granted the certificates 
directed by the act to the ſeveral holders of the ſaid warrants, 
for the amount of the ſums which they ſwore had been paid by 
them and to the accountant, in caſes where it appeared that the 
ſum fairly expended upon the work, exceeded the amount of the 
warrant. 

In thefe accounts the public are not charged with more than 
legal intereſt on any ſum advanced on the ſaid warrants, and only 
from the time that the amount of the warrant was actually and 
gend fide begun to be expended until the day their certificate 
bore date. 

The following ſtatement of each warrant is drawn up in the 
fame order in which it is numbered in the ſchedule. 


No. J. 

It appeared that the Royal Exchange 33 Company 
were the holders of this warrant, for 200ol. iſſued on the 19th 
day of October, 1782, for the Shannon Navigation, and upon 
the examination of the account the Commiſſioners found that not 
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e only the amount thereof had been fairly expended, but that a 
um of 78l. 13. 45d. had alſo been laid out upon the work for 
EX which the warrant was granted, and that the holders were enti⸗ 
tiled to receive a further ſum of 221. 128. 7d. as the intereſt of 
WE their principal ſum from the 3 1ſt day of July laſt, to the gth day 
of October following, the date of the certificate. 

8 | No. III. | 
E The Right Honourable David La Touche and Company, 
RE were the holders of this warrant for 15co!. iſſued on the 16th 
RE ay of February, 1783, for the Shanuon Navigation: by the 
$4 account it appeared that 141 11. 3s. 4 d. only was laid out, but 
the holders were entitled to a further ſum of 16l. 198. 55d. for 
WE the intereſt ſubſequent to the 3 1ſt day of July laſt. 

WE Upon this account the Commiſhoners diſallowed a ſum of 
110]. charged as having been paid for flax feed, as it did not ap- 


; 3 | pear to them that ſuch a claim was in any degree applicable 
" IE <ither to promoting or carrying on an Inland Navigation: it is 
| obſervable that this warrant is dated the r4th, though mentioned 

$ in the ſchedule as. of the 16th day of February, 1783. | 

4 OY No. IT. | 

« AE Of this warrant for 1000l. for the Shannon Navigation dated 
che 16th day of June .733, the General Inſurance Company 
h SE againſt fire were the holders. | 3 

„ H: appeared that the whole of this ſum was laid out, and that 


there was an over-expenditure of zl. 198. 4d. the holders were 
| alſo entitled to receive 111. 6s. 35d. more, being the intereſt 


» from the 3ſt day of July to the gth day of October laſt. 
: No. VI. 


This warrant for 1000l. for the Barrow Navigation of the 
ſame date as the laſt was held by the Hibernian Annuity Com- 
WW pany, upon the account whereof it appeared that over and above 
the amount of it there was expended a ſum of 4l. 4s. 115d. 
and the holders were entitled to receive 10l. 6s. 35d. for in- 
ctereſt, in like manner as for the foregoing : the Commiſſioners 
diſallowed 11. 28 gd. paid to I. Dormer for ſalary, the ſame ap- 
pearing to be a double charge. 5 | 
4g No. VII. N 

Upon looking into the minutes of the late Corporation the 
Commiſſioners found that no warrant had been iſſued for any ſum 
{ Whatever on the 18th day of September 1783, as mentioned in 
the ſchedule, but it. appeared; that on the 1oth of the ſame 

month there were two warrants iſſued for the Shannon Naviga- 
tion, which the Commiſſioners are ſatisfied make up the 20001); 
_ ton in the ſchedule as having been iſſued on the 18th day 
of September. 1 

Thomas d en of the city of Dublin, Eſq; was the 
nolder of one of the ſaid warrants, upon the account whereof it 
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appeared that 9671. 178. 7d. of the ſame had been Spende, and 
that the holder was entitled to receive 11] 68. 3 d. for intereſt 
ſubſequent to the 31ſt day of July laſt. 

The other warrant dated the zoth day of September 1783 for 
x0ool. alſo for the Shannon navigation, was held by the General 
Inſurance Company againſt fire, of the amount of which there 
hare becn expended 99 61. 168. 6d%. and the holders were euti- 
tled to receive for intereſt as aforeſaid 111. 68. 35d. 

The Commiſſioners have diſallowed the charge of 61. 1 68. 6d. 
paid for entertainment for the Local Commiſſioners, 11. 78. 3d. 


paid for ſtripping bark, the public not having been credited for 


the value of the bark, and of 61. 10s. and 51. 138. 9d. claimed 
by the pay-clerk for travelling expenſes, the ſame not appearing 
to have been ordered by the Local Commiſſioners, as had been 
uſual in fimilar caſes : theſe difallowances amount in the whole to 
20l. 7£. 6d. 

| No. VIII. 

This war ant is upon the fame footing with the two preced- 
ing or es, which are both included in No. VII. The late Cor- 
poration did not iſſue ang warrant bearing date the 18th day of 
September 1783, but on the 1oth day of the ſame month (the 
date of the two foregoing ) they alſo iſſued another warrant for 
1000l. for the navigation of the river Barrow. 

The Royal Exchange Annuity Company were the holders of 
this warrant : by the account it appeared that the whole ſum has 
been expended, and 170l. 11s. 8d. h. over; the holders were alſo 
entitled 04 receive 111. 68 xt h. for the ſubſequent intereſt. 


7 # "I 
Though it appeared upon 1 face of the ſchedule annexed to 
the act of parliament as if the 20001. ſet oppoſite to this number 
was contained in one warrant dated the 24th day of April 1784, 


yet upon examining the minutes of the late Corporation the Com- 


miſſioners found that this ſum of 2080]. was compoſed of four 
ſeveral warrants iſſued on that day for 5ool. each, all of them for 
the Navigation of the river Shani.on. 
Two of thefe warrants, amounting to 1000], were held by the 
Right Hon: u-able Lord Chief Juſtice Carleton: the expenditure 
of the whole amount has been proved, as well as of 21. 58. 7d. 
over, and the holder was entitled to receive for intereſt 111. 68. 
dh. 
; Arthur Craven of the city of Publin, Eſq; was the holder 
of the other two warrants, the whole amount of which has alſo 


been expended, and alſo 1291. 13s. 75d. in addition: Mr, Cra- 
ven was likewiſe entitled to 111. 6s. 33d. for intereſt. 


Warrant for 2000/. never returned to Parliament. 
Amongſt the accounts and papers already mentioned to 
have been delivered in by Mr. Baggs on the 31ſt day of July 
1787, in purſuance of tlie beſore recited act of Parliament, there 


n 
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appeared an account of ſeveral ſums expended in conſequence of 
| . 2 warrant iſſued by the late corporation for 2000l. for the navi- 
gation of the river Barrow, dated the 19th day of October 1782. 
| Though. this warrant had not been reported to Parliament as 
one outitanding and unpaid, and of courſe was not included 

either in the body of the act of parliament or in the ſchedule 
annexed, yet the Commiſſioners finding by the minute books of 
the late Corporatioh that a warrant of the above tenor and date 
had actually been iſſued, thought it their duty to examine the 
account of the expenditure, by which it appears that there has 
been laid out in conſequence of this warrant the ſum of 1999l. 
1468. 9d. in which is included a ſum of 484]. 28. 2d. for legal 
intereſt thereon from the time it was actually begun to be ex- 
pended to the 3 Iſt day of July laſt. 5g W 

Robert Watſon Wade, of the city of Dublin, Eſq; 4s the 
holder of this warrant, who declared upon oath that he paid the 
full amount of the above warrant to Richard  Baggs, Eſq; but 
as the Commiſſioners have not power to grant him any certificate, 
the account is not finally ſettled or paſſed, but remains in the 
account office ſubject to ſuch directions as parliament may give. 

Newry Navigation. William Ogle, Eſq; - 

The Commiſſioners examined and paſſed the account of Wil- 
liam Ogle, Eſq; ſuperintendent of the Newry Navigation, from 
the 25th day of March, 1786 to. the 21ſt day of May, 1787, 
which is final between him and the late Corporation; it was ver- 
tified by the Local Commiſſioners of the Newry Navigation, and 
delivered in to this office previous to the iſt day of: uguſt laſt + 
the account is correct and regularly vouched, and there is à ba- 
lance in favour of the accountant of 2471. 78. 93d. 


| Mr. Baggs's account of incident. 

Mr. Baggs having produced an account of incidental expenſes 
diſburſed by him on account of the late Corporation between the 
6th day of May, 1786, and the 31ſt day of July, 1987, the 
Commiſſioners examined and paſſed the ſame : it appeared that he 
had expended the ſum of 1 36l. 38. 1hd. but a'balanee of 931. 
Os. 4d. upon a former account having remained in his hands, 
there is due to him upon this account a ſum of 431. 28. 91d. 
To this account is annexed a liſt of debts due by the Corpora- 
tion at the time of their diſſolution to their late officers, and for 
the rent of the Navigation Houſe, amounting to 716l. 18. 1d. 


3 Fool. granted io John Howard Kyan, Eſq; © 

In the ſelfion of Parliament which ended in 1784, the ſum of 
5ool. was granted to John Howard Kyan, Eſq; for the purpoſe 
of erecting a ſmelting-houſe and 1>tting-mill on the lands of 
Crownbawn and Ballymurtagh ; and in the ſeſſion of 1786, an 
act paſſed by which he was enabled to ęrect the ſaid works either 
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on the lands of Crownbawn or Ballymurtagh, and enlarging the 
time for his accounting before this office to the iſt day of May, | 
1 | f | 
Mr. Kyan not having produced any account on that day, the 
Commiilioners on the 15th day of the ſame month ordered a letter 
to be written to him, acquainting him that if he did nos. forth- 
with give in an account agreeably to the conditions of hir recogni- i 
aznce, application /bould be made to the court of Exchequer to have 
the ſame eftreated.” £3.27 4 | | + 
On the 8th day of June laſt the Commiſſioners received a letter 
from Mr. Kyan, dated in Dublin the 6th day of the ſame month, 
acknowledging the receipt of the one before recited, and in- 
forming them, © that being under the necgiſity of leaving to un that 
evening, to meet by appointment the agent of an Eng lil gompan y with 
avhom be had. formed a connection in order to carry on his works in the 
county of Wicklow with vigour and extent, he therefare makes an 
apology. to. the Commiſfioners, and affures them that he will uſe every 
Ai ſputch in his node r to comply with their commands, and that he has 
no cu more at heart than to. give them complete ſatisfaftionz”* he 
adds, ( tbat the. lofs of his finger, and & variety of buſineſs, pre- 
vented him from: ſoomer. obeying. their commands, and begs a little en- 
bargement. of time, and ſbal! faithfully account.” The Commiſſi- 
oners however not having any power to comply with his requeſt, 
Save, directions to their Solicitor to proceed againft him and his 
ſechrities, as. preſgribed, by law, in conſequence whereof a writ 
of ſaire facias bas been iſſued againſt Mr. Kyan, which by their 


order was, delivered on the ad inſtant into the hands of the She- 
riff of the county of Wie n 


N 
OW. 
n 
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. * Accounts in the: Auditors Office. 
The following accounts are now in their progreſs through the 
office of the Auditors of Impreſts ; ſome are voluminous, and 
all of them were brought in too late to be audited, engroſſed and 
duly examined, ſo as to be included in the preſent report, viz. 
I. The account of the Truſtees appointed by an act paſſed 
in the 25th year of his . entitled An ad for granting 
the ſums of 20,000). 5000l. and 4000l. to certain truſtees, and 
for promcting tlie ſeveral manufattures therein mentioned.” 
II. Of the Directors and Commiſſioners for paving, lighting 
and cleaſing the ſtreets, &c. of the city of Dublin, for the year 
ending the 25th day of December, 1786. 
III. Of the right honourable William Conyngham, for the 
north-weſt fiſheries, from the 25th day of March, 1786, to the 
25th day of December following. i 
IV. Of John Staples and James Caulfield, Eſqrs. for the 
ſum of 2000l. granted to them in the ſeſſion of 1784, for build- 
ing a ſteam engine at their collieries in the county of Tyrone. 
V. Of the Truſtees of the Linen Manufacture for one year, 


to the 25th day of March, 1787. 
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þ I. To the Right Honourable John O'Neill, 
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VI. Of the Truſtees of che Royal Exchange, to the 29h 


f Accounts not delivered in. 
The accounts of the Governors of St. Patrick's Hoſpital for 


bh, one year, to the 25th day of December, 1786: And of 


The Commiſſioners for making wide ſtreets, & c. 2441. 138. 5d. 


5 being a balance unexpended of 15, oool. granted by King's letter, 
dated the 28th day of March, 1782, have not yet been brought 
WE in to this offce. 5 | 


e end of Firſt F. an 


bon the 23d day of February, 1787, a precept was iſſued from 
= this office, directed to the Commiſſioners of Firſt Fruits, re- 
WT quiring them to deliver in ſuch accounts, orders of appropriation 
and certificates, as the law requires, for the expenditure of the 


ſeveral ſums granted to them for building new churches, and re- 
building old ones in ſuch pariſhes wherein no divine public ſer- 


vice had been performed for twenty years paſt. 


This precept was delivered to their ſecretary, Henry Upton; 
Eſq; who certified to the Commiſſioners by letter, dated the 


> | 15th day of March, 1787, © that the ſums of 3000!l. and 5000). 


granted in the ſeſſion of 1783 and 1785, were not received until 
the latter end of the year 1785, and there has not 75 courſe been 
time for the Biſhops to have the works executed, ſo that the neceſ- 


7 | ſary certificates could nat be prepared; and that the ſum of 5000). 


granted in the ſeſſion of 1786, had not then been received.” 


Grant Parliament not applied for. 
For the following ſums granted by Parliament in the ſeſſion 
1784, to the ſeveral perſons and ſor the purpoſes under-mention- 
ed application has not yet been made to the Commiſſioners, 


£5 3 If 


the Right Honourable Barry Velverton, the 

Honourable Hercules Rowley, Charles Rux- 

ton, Eſq; Conway Richard Dobbs, Eſq; and 

Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Mayor of Carrickfer- 

gus, to repair the quay of Carrickfergus, — 500 — — 
II. To the Right Honourable Lord Kilwarlin, - 

| Robert Roſs and George Hamilton, Eſqrs. 

towards erecting a light-houſe on the South 

Rock, on the Eaſt coaſt of the county of 

Down — — — 1400 — — . 
III. To Denis Bowes Daly and Anthony | 

Daly, Eſqrs. to be by them expended towards 

rendering the harbour of Galway more ſafe : 

and commodious — — 1000 — 
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Cotton - Works, Balbri San. | 0 
By an act paſſed in the 25th year of his preſen: | 
Majeſty, the Commiſſioners of Impreft Accounts, among i 
other things, are required once at leaft in every year, for ſeven 3 
years, to enquire into the ſtate of a cotton manufactory, eſta- 
bliſhed at Balbriggan, and whether Mr. Joſeph Smith, the ma. 
nufacturer, has performed certain conditions voluntarily entered 
into by him. "0 
In obedience thereto the . on the 3 iſt day of 
January, 1787, made a report upon this ſubject; ; and in the 
courſe of laſt year, they directed Mr. Thomas Browne, junior, 
architect, to view the ſaid works a ſecond time, who reported 
that he found at work thirt your machines, containing two thon. | 
fard four Bundred aud jos. ſpindles, and one machine juft ready 
% work with fixty-four ſpindles, making in the whole within 
#his building, two thouſand five hundred and thirty- four, beſides 
twenty-three machines employed in carding and preparing cotton for the 
ſpindles . in a new building not finiſhed when he <was there in March, 
1786, there are four hundred and faxty-eight I at wvorh, and in 
other detached buildings, three thouſand three hundred and err 
ſpindles ; theſe latter ones are moved by men ; all theſe are a neceſſary 
appendage 10 the mill, J that at this day, it is the prime cauſe 
of r fix thouſand three hundred and eighty ſpindles, beſides 
a numler of carding and other machines; that it vas impoſſible 
fer him to aſcertain the exad number of perſons employed by 
Mr. Smyth, but believes there may be at leaft four hundred : that the 
buildings are finiſhed in a maſterly manner, and the diſpoſition of the 
different houfes appears to him ingenious and well contrived ; the whole 
is in good repair, and perfectly clean ; the appearance of the place, 
of the people employed, and of their manners, muſt convince every 
obſerver that the whole is well regulated. 
In the former reports it was judged expedient and neceſſary to 
ſtate in particular terms the progrefs of Each account, and it was 
the more neceſſary, as accountants had not then acquired that 
correct and ſuccinct mode of ſtating which for ſome time paſt has 
been adopted 
But ſince the nature of this office i is better underſtood by thoſe 
to whom public money has been entruſted, the buſineſs of ag- 
counting is in a ſtate of improvement, and moſt accounts are now 
brought forward in ſo regular a method ag to render much obſer- 
vation unneceſſary. | 


Agcount-ollige, January 29, 1788. 


4 in th ing report, . 
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A petition of the Governors of the Foundling-haſpital and 
Work- houſe of the city of Dublin, under their common ſeal, was 
Freſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that on the 25th of 
Pecember laſt there were ſupported by the charity five thouſand 
l dne hundred and ninety- nine children, of which number five hun- 
red and eighteen were in the hoſpital aged eight years and up- 
Bards, infants in the Foundling Nurſery ſeventeen, and at nurſe 
the country four thouſand fix hundred and ſixty- four; that. 
oe children of eight years and upwards are taught to read and 
rte, employed in ſeveral uſeful manufactures and gardening, 
End are fully inſtructed in the principles of the Chriſtian reli- 
ion; that on the 25th of December laſt there was a large debt 
28 Aue for proviſions, clothing, houſe expences, materials Br ma- 
ufactures and nurſery garden, and that there is alſo due to the 
ight honourable David La Touche and Company the ſum of one 
thouſand and thirteen pounds ſixteen ſhillings and two-penee 
including intereſt) humanely advanced by them for the uſe of 
ie charity, which together with the ſum of four thouſand nine 
hundred and eighty-two pounds twelve ſhillings and ſeven-pence 
tree. farthings due for nurſing foundling children, make the 
hole debt amount to the ſum of nine thouſand two hundred and 
Bc vcnty-four pounds four ſhillings and ten-pence farthing ; the 
caccome of a ſmall eſtate, and the tax outſtanding upon houſes 
na the city of Dublin, amounting in the whole to the ſum of. 
vc thouſand one hundred and thirty-ſix pounds and two-pence 
eerling (as appears by the return of the Superviſor of the Col- 
tors beoks) being deducted from the above ſum, will leave a 
aebt of four thouſand one hundred and thirty-eight pounds four 
ſhillings and eight-pence farthing, to diſcharge which the peti- 
tioners have no other means but the "often experienced bounty 
and known humanity of the Houſe; the petitioners beg leave 
to remark, that by an act of the laſt ſeſſion the duties ariting 
from hackney carriages and ſedans, with the arrears due there- 
on, ceaſed from being a part of the fund for the ſupport of 
WE foundling children on the 21ft day of May laſt, ſuch arrears then 
= amounted to the ſum of two thouſand two hundred and fifty- 
SE two pounds twelve ſhillings and ten-pence three-farthings ; and 
therefore praying relief. 


A petition of the Incorporated Society in Dublin for promot- 
ing Engliſh Proteſtant Schools in Ireland, under their common 
ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners find, with gratitude, the ſaid ſociety recom- 
mended from the throne by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
to the protection of Parliament; that the petitioners humbly 
hope that the Houſe will take the preſent ſtate of the Proteſtant 
charter ſchools into conſideration; that it will give the petiti- 
oners great ſatisfaction that a minute parliamentary enquiry 
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ſhould be made into the funds, expences, and proceedings of 
the ſaid fociety, and ſach regulation made with reſpe& to their 
future conduct as Parliament ſhall judge proper; that from ſuch 
enquiry the petitioners are perſuaded the Houſe wilf grant them 
ſuch public aid as will enable them to ſupport their ſeveral ſchools 
and nurferies upon a ſore footing from this to the next ſeſſion of 
Parliament; that the actual number of children in their ſchools 
and nurſeries at laſt Michaelmas was one thouſand fix hundred 
and ſixty ; that the allowance for the diet of the children in the 
Dublin nurſery and free ſchools near Dublin has long been three 
| pence per day; that in confequence of the grant of the laſt ſeſ- 
fion, of Parliament the ſociety has angmented the allowance for 
the diet of the children in all the other ſchools from two pence 
to two pence halfpenny per day, and of thoſe in the other nur- 
ſeries from two peuce to two pence farthing a day; that the ſo- 
cicty has alſo been at an extraordinary expence during the laſt 
year for the clothing of the children ; that the ftate of the in- 
come and expenditure of the ſociety for the paſt year, and an 
eſtimate of expences neceſſary for the preſent year, are there- 
unto annexed, to which the petitioners beg leave to refer ; and 


praying rehef. 18 


Mr. Haves, (of Avondale) remarked. upon the expence which 
would be incurred by the new buildings of the Courts of Juſ- 
tice, and which he faid he underſtood would amount to the ſum 
of 75, oool. He profeſſed a very high opinion of the integrity 
and ability of the archite& employed, but when ſuch an immenſe 
ſam was to be expended, he thought it but reaſonable that the 
Houſe ſhould know ſomething of the plans and elevations, and of 
the eſtimates of the intended buildings. He therefore moved, 
* that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an account of 
the particulars of the eſtimate, and alſo a plan and elevation of 
the new Courts of Juſtice, aud offices thereto adjoining.“ 

It was ordered. | 


The SzcreTARrY OF STATE ſaid he begged to call the attention 
of the Houſe to a ſubje& of the higheſt importance to the peace 
and proſperity of this kingdom, and which had been recommend- 
in the ſtrongeſt terms from the 'Throne—he meant the ſecurity of 
the eſtabliſhed church. He reminded gentlemen, that in the laſt 
ſeſſion he had introduced a bill to protect the rights of the clergy, 
which by force or fraud had been wreſted from them. The prin- 
ciples of the bill were moderate in the extreme, for it only went 
to enforce compenſation for what had been unjuſtly and violently 
withheld in the year 1786; that in conſequence of this bill, and 
under its authority, the clergy had proceeded to recover their 
dues, and there were at preſent ſeveral cauſes in reſpect to the 

ſubject matter thereof pending in the Court of Chancery. He 
| lamented that the tenderneſs and humanity of the legiſlature had 


* 
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not had the deſired effect; for though in the South violence and 
outrage had ſomewhat. abated, yet the ſpirit of combination- 
againſt the payment of tithes ſtill continued to operate in the 
ſtrongeſt manner; nay, he was well informed notices ſigned by 
Captain Right had been iſſued, enjoining all perſons, under the ſe- 

vereſt penalties, not to take any tithes for the year 1787. He 

was alſo informed, that outrages againſt tithe-proctors were in 

ſome-places {till continued, that ſeveral of the eſtabliſhed clergy 

had been obliged to abandon their habitations, and that one man 
had lately been murdered by the inſurgents. 

He obſerved, that if in 1787 a neceſſity exiſted for paſſing a 
pill to enforce compenſation to the clergy for tithes withheld, the 
neceſſity was even ſtronger in the year 1788, as from the general 
prevalence of combination the clergy in the South were at this: 
day almoſt reduced to beggary. He concluded with obſerving, 
that the preſent diſpute was not between the clergy and the far- 
mers, but between the legiſlature and a lawleſs rabble. He then 
moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to enable all eccle- 
ſiaſtical perſons and bodies, rectors, vicars and curates, and im- 
propriators, and thoſe deriving by, from-or under them, to re- 
cover a juſt compenſation for the tithes withheld from them in 
the year 1787, in the ſeveral counties and counties of cities there- 
in mentioned, againſt ſuch perſons who were liable to the ſame z! 
and to explain and amend an act made in the twenty-ſeveath year 
of his Majeſty's reign, entitled © An act to enable all ecoleſiaſ- 
tical perſons and bodies, rectors, vicars aud curates, and impro- 


priators, and thoſe deriving by, from or under them, to recover 


a jult compenſation for the tithes withheld from them in the year 
1786 in the ſeveral counties therein mentioned, againſt ſuch per- 
fons who were liable to the ſame.” ?“ 


Mr. GraTTan recalled to the memory of the Houſe, the no- 
tice which laſt ſeſſion he had given of his intention in the courſe 
of the preſent, to lay before the Houſe a plan for the commuta- 
tion of tithes: and better maintenance of the clergy. - He now 
gave notice that it was his determination, as ſoon as the public 
buſinefs relative to the accounts and ſupply ſhould be diſpatched; 
to enter immediately upon the ſubje& of tithes, and he did not 
deſpair of being able to offer to the Houſe a plan, perhaps not 
altogether perfect, but ſuch as the wiſdom of Parliament might 
eaſily mature into fuch a ſyſtem as would give the clergy a more 
comfortable and more honourable ſupport than they at preſent poſ- 
ſeſs, without proving, in any degree, burdenſome to the far- 
mer, or cultivator of the land. He ſaw no difficulty in uniting 
the intereſts of the elergyman and farmer, and putting an end 
for ever to thoſe diſſentions, ſo injurious to both. At preſent 
he would not go farther into the ſubje&, but he begged leave to 
fuggeſt to the right hon. gentleman, that as the bill, by him now 
Vor. VIII. R Fn 
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about to be dated. had reference to the ſubject of tithes, 
it would be right to deſer the diſcuſſion of it, until that ſubject 
could be inveſtigated upon an extenſive ground, which, he ap- 
prehended, could not without inconvenience happen till after the 
public buſineſs had been gone through. 107 


Mr Paxsons ſaid no man could have a warmer  diſpelliton 
to ſupport the clergy in'an honourable manner than he, but he 
conſidered the act of laſt ſeſſion, fo far as it takes away the bene- 
fit of trial by jury, as a violation of Magna Charta; and, how- 
ever highly he might reſpect the clergy, he was not at all diſpoſ- 
ed to ſacriſice the conſtitution of the country to their advantage. 


The Secretary or Start ſaid whenever the right hon. 
gentleman [Mr. Grattan] ſhould think proper to lay his bill be- 
fore the Houſe, he would be ready to pay it all the attention 
which the magnitude of the queſtion, and the high character of 
the right hon. gentleman, juſtly merit. From his own know- 
ledge of the right hon. gentleman, he was confident it could not 
be his intention to drive the clergy into difficulties; and there- 
fore as the bill of the rigbt hon. gentleman, and that which he 
was now deſirous to introduce, had no manner of reference to 
each other, the right hon. gentleman's bill being for commuta- 
tion, and his for compenſation, he truſted the right hon. gen- 
tleman would permit him to proceed. He urged the danger of 
permitting the lower order of the people of another perfuaſion 
to trample on the rights of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church. 
He affuxed the Hofe, that the poor deluded multitude had been 
ſo totally miſinformed of the determinations of the legiſlature 
with regard to them, that they were convinced no law whatſo- 
ever had been made to compel the payment of tithes ; he there- 
fore ſubmitted, whether any interruption given to the progreſs 
of the bill he was now to introduce, might not tend to confirm 
them in their deluſion, and thereby produce the worſt conſe- 
quences ? 

As a proof of the moderation of the clergy in their demands, 
he inſtanced that in the biſhoprics of Cork and Roſs, no more 
tithe was now demanded than had been received thirty years 
ago, though every neceſſary of life had been nearly doubled in 
its price ſince that period. He concluded by ſaying, as to the 
objection raiſed by the honourable gentleman [Mr. - Parſons} 


upon the ground of conſtitution, it would be time enough to 
diſcuſs that when the bill was introduced. 


He then offered to preſent his bill. ; 
Mr. GratTAn wiſhed he would poſtpone it till next week. 


The Secretary or Starz ſtill ur ed the neceſſity there 
was for ſuch a bill. He ſaid it was his e have e 
for it the very firſt day of the ſeſſion. | 


4. © a» y 
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Mr. Browne (of the College) ſaid that he was lately in 
that part of the country alluded to by the right honourable gen- 
tleman, and that he could aſſure gentlemen, though violences 
and outrages had in ſome degree diminiſhed, yet combinations 


againlt the rights of the clergy {till exiſted. 


The ATToxney GENERAL ſaid he believed it was literally 
true, that combinations againft the clergy did exiſt in the county 
of Cork, yet he was happy to inform the Houſe, that in the 
county of Limerick all diſturbances had ſubiided, and a perfe& 
obedience to the laws had taken place. | 


The bill was now preſented, and read a firſt time. 


A petition of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry 
and other uſeful arts in Ireland, under their common ſeal, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners were by his late Majeſty incorporated by the {ile and title 
of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry and other uſeful 
arts in Ireland, and were encouraged to carry into execution the. 
ends of their ſaid incorporation, by his Majeſty's bounty of 
gool, a year; the petitioners, in purſuance of the purpoſes of 
their inſtitution, have for many years paſt expended the ſaid ſum, 
together with their own private ſubſcriptions, and alſo ſeveral 
conſiderable grants from the Houſe, in premiums for the improve- 
ment of agriculture in its various branches, and in promoting the 
introduction and perfection of ſuch arts and manufactures as ap- 
peared moſt advantageous. to the commerce and welfare of the 
people of Ireland; the petitioners therefore, encouraged by the 
ſucceſs that has hitherto attended their endeavours for the public 
ſervice, and fully ſatisfied of the generous diſpoſition of the 
Houſe to further every meaſure tending to the proſperity of the 
kingdom, pray for aid. So, led 


Mr. Forzts ſaid, a report had gone abroad which had occa- 
ſioned no ſmall alarm, which was, that the principal Secretary to 
the late Lord Lieutenant, was 2 for the many eſſential 
ſervices he had rendered this kingdom during his ſtay here, with 
a penſion on the civil eſtabliſhment of this country, of no leſs 
than 2000]. a year; that this had now ſwelled the penſion liſt to 
the enormous ſum of 100,000]. which exceeded the Engliſh 
penſion lift by 5oool. He ſhould therefore take the liberty of 
aſking the right honourable gentleman, who now fills the office 
of Secretary, if the report be founded or not? | 


Mr. SecxeTary FiTzHeeBERT aſſured the honourable gen- 
tleman, it was impoſſible for him to ſay, whether it was or was 
not founded, as his Majeſty's pleaſure on that head was not 
known to him. | ; | 


F2 A 


68 PARLIAMENTARY [Jav. 29, 


Mr. Foanes ſaid he was not perfectly ſatisfied with the man- 
ner in which the right honourable gentleman had expreſſed him- 
elf. He reprobated in very ſevere terms, the meaſure of pro- 
viding for almoſt every Lord Lieutenant's Secretary at the ex- 
pence of this country. He ſaid it was a moſt wanton profuſion 
of the public money, and it was cftabliſhing a precedent extremely 
dangerous. He obſerved that the ſum reported to be granted to 
the late Secretary, execeded by 5ool. yearly, what was ever 
granted to the moſt rapacions of his predeceſſors in office; and 
as he was not likely to get the information he looked for from 
the right honourable gentleman, he ſhould, in order to relieve 
him from any embarraſſment he might be under on the occaſion, 
in the courſe of perhaps ten days, move for an addreſs to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting to know if any ſuch 
grant had been made or not. 


The Houſe adjourned'to Thurſday. 


After the Houſe adjourned, the, committee of accounts ſat, 
Mr. Prime Serjeant Fitzgerald in the chair. 


Mr. Foxszts ſaid that he entertained in common. with every 
_ perſon in the Houſe and nation, expectations, which he made 
no doubt were well founded, of the great reform in point of pub- 
lic expence, which was to be effected by the preſent Iriſh Admi- 
niſtration, and that he conſidered it as the duty of every member 
of that Houſe, to lend their utmoſt affiſtance to the miniſter, to 
enable him to attain to ſuch a deſireable object. He obſerved 
there were ſome articles of the public expenditure, which were 
extremely reprehenſible, and if ſuch groſs miſapplication of the 
public money | without animadverſion, and received the 
unanimous ſanction of the Houſe, the miniſter muſt attempt in 
vain to eſtabliſh any ſyſtem of retrenchment. He then adverted 
to the practice which had of late prevailed of providing houſes 
for the ſervants of the Crown at the public. expence ; and after 
enumerating the different public officers, who had houſes of that 
deſcripticn, he e there were very few of the members 
who ſat on the Treaſury-bench and its vicinity, the rents of whoſe 
houſes were not charged in the publie accounts. He ſaid that 
ſome of the ſervants of the Crown were not content with houſes 
in town, but alſo houſes were provided for them in the country 
at the public expence, and adduced, as an inſtance; a charge for 
the rent of an houſe in the Park for the Under-ſecretary in the 
civil department, and another houſe beyond the Park, and de- 
tached from the, Lord Lieutenant's, for the Under: ſecretary in 
the military department; and in anſwer to an obſervation that 
theſe meaſures were adopted in conſequence of an addreſs of the 
Houſe, he proved by the words of that addreſs, which only related 
to the accommodation of the family of the Chief Governor, that 
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houſes in the country as well as in town for theſe two ſecretaries, 
could never have been in the contemplation of the Houſe; and 
ſaid, as in the abſence of the Lord Lieutenant and his principal 
Secretary, the Under- ſecretaries are the only perſons capable of 
tranſacting official buſineſs, it was abſurd to ſuppoſe that the 
members who voted for this addreſs, could either wiſh or intend 
that when the Lord Lieutenant and his principal Secretary left 
town, the Under-ſecretaries ſhould leave town alſo, He added 
that this meaſure was an ingenious device of the late Adminiftra- 
tion, and an invention of a new inſtrument of patronage ; but 
that in order to reſtrain the progreſs of this abuſe, and to repro- 
bate the principle of ſuch a ſyſtem, he ſhould move, that the 
practice ſhould be diſcontinued.” 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid that the honou- 
rable gentleman well knew that he had formerly taken the opi- 
nion of Parliament on this very reſolution, and that Parliament 
had not diſapproved the reſidence of certain officers being pro- 
vided where their conſtant attendance was neceſſary ; but the re- 
Jolutian of the honourable gentleman ſeemed to imply that all 

public officers were provided with habitations at the public charge, 

whereas in fact very few were, and thoſe only of abſolute necel[- 

ſity, known and approved by Parliament.—The honourable gen- 
tleman had mentioned the houſes in the Park as an unneceſſary 

expence, yet he well knew that they were purchaſed at the deſire 
of Parliament, expreſſed in an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant; 
how then could Government be cenſured, or with what degree of 
conſiſteney could the Houſe now cenſure its own act? 


Fhe motion was negatived. 


Mr. Foxnts called the attention of the committee to a new 
charge on the civil eſtabliſhment, of an additional falary of gool. 
per annum to the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper. He men- 
tioned that this office had been formerly held by a gentleman in 
England; that in order to induce that gentleman to refign in 
favour of a right honourable baronet, a. member of that Houſe, 
a penſion of 640]. per annum was at ſirſt granted to that gen- 
tleman, who ſold that penſion to a clerk in a public office in this 
kingdom, whoſe ſon's life was inſerted in the grant of that pen- 
fion, therefore this arrangement has coſt the country 1540l. per 
annum. This meaſure, he ſaid, is uſually tiled at the Caſtle, 
bringing employments home from England; this had proved very 
burdenſome to the nation 3 for in this inſtance a perſon had got 
6z0l. per annum penſion for bring the Hanaper- office home; 
and another clerk in a public office and his family had got 17001. 
penſion, for bringing home the office of Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. He ſaid, though the meaſure was not ſalutary to the 
.country, yet its native air had agreed very well with the office of 
Clerk of the Hanaper, as it had not been one week in Ireland 
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before it encreaſed in ſize double what it had been before. He 
expreſſed a great perſonal. reſpe& for the right honourable baro- 
net, but obſerved that ſuch an enormous encreaſe of ſalary was 
a meaſure in itſelf ſo reprehenſible, muſt prove ſuch a danger- 
ous precedent, and operate as ſuch a permanent charge, that he 
mult enter his proteſt againſt it. He moved, “that this addi- 
tional ſalary was an unneceſſary charge.” 


The Arrornrey GEneRaL faid the right honourable baronet 
who was the ſubject of the preſent converſation, kad devoted 
himſelf entirely to the duties of this very laborious and important 
office ; he had undertaken to arrange and regulate the records de- 
poſited therein, which for more than fifty years had been in«the 
utmoſt confuſion ; whether therefore upon this view of the buſi- 
neſs, the honourable gentleman would cenſure an officer before 


he had any ex _—_— of his ability and diligence, he ſubmitted 
to his own wiſdom, 


This motion was alſo negatived. 


Mr. Foxnts deſired that a lift of the penſions cranted ſince the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament might be read. He then objected to a 
penſion of 1000l. per annum to James Brown, Eſq; the late Prime 
Serjeant, on the principle only of its being granted to a member 
of the Houſe during pleaſure. He profeſled a very ſincere regard 
for Mr. Brown, and declared that as Mr. Brown was prevented 
by bad health from continuing in the office of Prime Serjeant, or 
fucceeding to the bench, he ſhould never have objected to this 
proviſion for the honourable member, if it had not been made in 
ſuch a manner as to violate one of the eſſential principles of the 
conſlitution, and to affect moſt materially the independence of 
Parliament. The principle of his objection was ſo obvious, that 
it was ſcarce neceſſary to ſtate it—it was highly inconſiſtent to 
argue, that though the Houſe of Commons was inveſted by the 
conſtitution with a power of cantrouling the Crown, the Crown 
had a right to render that power of controul uſeleſs, by making 

the members of this Houſe penſioners during its pleaſure, and 
. dependant on it for ſubſiſtence, He alſo remarked, that by the 

Engliſh act for further ſecuring the liberties of the ſubject, it was 

provided, that after the acceſſion of the preſent family to the 

throne, no penſioner * pleaſure ſhould fit or vote in the 

' Houſe of Commons. + tb that the people of Ireland had a 
right to participate in t the inhabitants af Great Britain, in all the 
benefits and privileges of that act, and the Bill of Rights. He 
moved, that this penſion was a miſapplication of the revenue.” 


Mr. Hazvy ſaid that the idea of rewarding a faithfal and de- 
ſerving ſervant of the crown, not only met with his approbation 
but his applauſe. It was the beſt policy that any ſtate could poſ- 
ſibly adopt; and with regard to the learned and reſpectable gen- 
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tleman who was particularly involved in the preſent queſtion, he 
admitted his claim to the favour of the Crown in its fulleſt extent: 
but he diſapproved very much of the manner in which he was re- 
warded; for it certainly was in every point of view as exception- 
able as it could poſſibly be. — The learned gentleman receives, as 
a reward for his long and faithful ſervices, what? A penſion 
during pleaſure. That is, in other words, he is placed in a more 
ſtrict and continued dependence upon the Crown, at the very 
time when he ought to be rendered totally independent of it. 
The learned gentleman, from his profeſſional ability and his par- 
ticular rank at the bar, had the juſteſt claim to a judicial ſituation ; 
his infirmities obliged him to forego that ſituation, and then be- 
-cauſe he cannot be an independent judge, he is made a dependent 
member of Parliament. When, therefore, his honourable friend 
objected to this ſpecies of penſion, his oppoſition was kindneſs, 
was tenderneſs to the learned gentleman, and conſidering it in 
that light, it was peculiarly fortunate that ſo far from any con- 
ſtitutional regards interfering with his perſonal good wiſhes for the 
learned gentleman, which was too often the caſe on queſtions of 
that ſort; on the contrary, they co-operated with each other in 
that inſtance, for acting as he did, from | eonſtitational motives, 
he could not admit of a penſion during pleaſure being given to 
a member of Parliament; und acting from perſonal conſiderations 
for the learned gentleman, his claims and ſituation, he could not 
admit of any penſion for him which did not give him indepen- 
dence. He added ſome ' other obſervations, that ſuch queſtions 
were not the moſt pleaſant to be ſpoken to; as to ſuperficial ob- 
ſervers, they always appeared harſh and invidious ; but no con- 
ſideration of that ſort ſhould ever deter gentlemen from bringing 
them forward. He concluded with giving his vote for the motion. 


This motion was negatived. 
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Mr. Forms next objected to a penſion of 640l. per annum to 
Thomas Higinbotham, for the life of Robert Higinbotham ; 
and ſaid, that as none of the ſervants of the Crown could afford 
the Houſe any. information whatſoever, as to the merits and ſer- 
"vices of Mr. — which entitled him to a penſion ſo 
conſiderable, he ſhould move, that the penſion ſhould be diſallow- 
ed; ' adding, that he was aſtoniſhed that ſo large a portion of the 
public money ſhould be diſpoſed of without the knowledge or 

privity of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and that for ſuch a 

tranſaction all the ſervants of the Crown ſhould deny any reſpon- 
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This motion being alſo negatired. | 3 k 

Mr. Foxes next objected to a penſion of 12001, per annum to 
Robert Aſhworth, for the life of his ſon, and alſo two other pen- 
ſions of Zool. each, and one of 200l. to the ſame perſon for the 
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lives of his other children. He ſtated that a penſion of 20001, 


per annum had been granted in the year 1755, for the life of 
Frederick Robinſon—that the family of Robinſon had lately 
fold that penſion to Mr. Aſhworth, and had influence with Go- 
vernment ſufficient to prevail on the miniſter to change the life 
in the grant, and to inſert the lives of the young children of Mr. 
Afhworth in the place of Mr. Robinſon ; that this management 
was now become a frequent practice, and if not reſtrained, muſt 
tend to perpetuate the burdens on the eſtabliſhment, and by this 
means a grant of a penfion for life, would operate as a leaſe for 
lives, with a covenant for perpetual renewal. He therefore 
"moved, © that the above penſion was an improvident diſpofition' of 
the revenue.” He then ſaid that he ſhould not trouble the com- 
*mittee any farther ; but he could not refrain from expreſſing his 
concern, that meaſures in their nature ſo highly exceptionable 
+*ſhould receive the ſanction of the new Adminiſtration. | 
This motion was negatived. Bt 
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Tuvnxs par, January 31, 1788. 


A petition of the manufacturers of ſattinet, everlaſting, calli- 
mando, camblet, crape and ſtuffs, of the city of Dublin, whoſe 


nnames are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and 


read; ſetting forth, that petitioners have laboured under inſup- 
portable difficulties for the laſt twelve months, owing principally 
to the great riſe on the materials of which their manufactures are 
:compoſed-; that petitioners find it impoſſible to meet the manu- 


factures of Great Britain upon equal terms in this or any other 


market, the raw materials being conſiderably cheaper in that 
kingdom than in this; that the preſent bounty, though very in- 
adequate to the riſe on the raw: materials, has enabled petitioners 
i to continue a great number of: their working people employed, 
Which they muſt have otherwiſe diſcharged ; that ;petitjonexs, 
-with the greateſt humility, beg leave, in addition to their own 
grievances, to repreſent to the Houſe: the diſtreſſed ſituation of 
more than half of the working people, Who for want of employ- 
ment are reduced to a degree of wretchedneſs beyond deſeription: 
that petitioners, relying on the wiſdom and humanity of the 
Houſe, pray relief. ec | 
A petition of the merchants and traders, whoſe names are 
thereunto ſubſcribed, aſſociated under the name of the Green- 
land Fiſhery Company of Londonderry, was preſented to the 


"Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners having ob- 


ſer ved the very liberal encouragement. granted by the Houſe for 
the improvement of che fiſheries of Ireland, and relying on their 


. countenance and ſupport to every attempt for extending the trade 


and commerce of this kingdom, did, in the month of November, 


\ 
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1785, form themſelves into a company for the purpoſe of carry- 
W ing on tbe Greeland whale fiſhery from the port of Londonderry ; 
that for this purpoſe they purchaſed and ſitted out the ſhip Nep- 
tune of 400 tons burden, at an expence of 60001. and employed 
her in the. Greenland fiſhery in the year 1786, where ſhe caught 
three whales; that as there was no bounty granted by the Par- 
liament of Ireland for ſhips employed in that trade, the petiti- 
oners were obliged to ſend the ſaid ſhip Neptune to Liverpool 
to diſcharge the blubber and whale fins, in order to entitle them 
to receive the Britiſn bounty, and in returning from thence to 
this. port ſhe was loſt in the bay of Ballycaſtle ; that notwith- 
Randing this loſs the petitioners bought and fitted out another 
ſhip for the Greenland fiſhery, at nearly the ſame expence as the 
former, and employed her laſt ſeaſon in that trade; that not- 
withſtanding an act was paſſed in- the laſt ſeſſion of the Iriſh: Par- 
liament, granting a bounty to veſſels employed in the Greenland 
fiſhery, yet the petitioners are unable to avail themſelves of the 
benefits offered by that act, not having a refining houſe for whale 
oil, and therefore they muſt ſend their blubber to England to be 
refined, in conſequence of which very conſiderable expence (con- 
ſiſting of freight, commiſſion and inſurance) is incurred, and the 
petitioners are thereby prevented from bringing their oil to market 
upon equal terms with the Britiſh merchant; that the petitioners 
humbly conceive that the carrying on the Greenland whale fiſhery 
from this kingdom is an object of national importance, and they 
entertain a well founded hope that the Houſe, as the . guardians 
of the commerce and proſperity of Ireland, will grant ſuch aſſiſ- 
tance as an undertaking ſo peculiarly. cireumſtagced deſerves.; 
that as the petitioners are the firſt campany-who have attempted 
that trade from this kingdom, the expenſes» have been greatly 
encreaſed by their being obliged to bring from England experi- 
enced artificers, officers, harpooners and ſeamen, and alſo all the 
materials neceſſary for carrying on the fiſhery, which extraordi 

nary expenſe will be in a great meaſure ſaved to future adventur- 
ers; that in order to remove the inconveniencies which the peti- 
tioners labour under, and give permanence to their undertaking, 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary to erect refining houſes, &c. in this 
eity, which, from an; eſtimate they have received, will coſt up- 
wards of 3000l. and therefore praying relief. 


The Honourable Dexx1s Bxowne ſaid he had not been in the 
Houſe on the lait day, when an honourable member whom he did 
not now ſee in his place, [Mr. Forbes] had made a motion re- 
ſpecting a penſion of 1000), a year, which an honourable relation 
of his now enjoyed; he ſnould beg Jeave-to explain the circum- 
ſtances attending that tranſaction; for he ſhould be exceedingly 
ſorry that any of his family ſhould be ſupported. by the public 
money. He ſaid that his honourable relation held a reſpe&- 
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able and lucrative employment in the law department, bat on 
account of his ill ſtate of health, he was obliged to reſign it, 
and the penſion alluded -to was granted to him as a retired public 
officer; he underſtood his honourabte relation at the time tbe © 
motion was made reſpecting him, was mentioned by the honour: r 
able member who made it, in a ſtile - ſomewhat flattering, but v 


the praifes of that honourable member were rotally indifferent 
to his honourable relation. 


Mr. Cox xy Ga as his We friend [Mr. Forbes] was \ 
abſent, he hoped it would not be deemed improper that he ſhould ! 
fay for him, he had no intention of throwing any injurious or ] 
unkind reflection upon the honourable gentleman'g-relation, but 
having, in a former ſeſſion, pledged himſelf to the Houſe, to | 
watch over and ſcrutinize every addition to the penfion lift, it 
became his duty to notice that to the late Prime Serjeant. | 
As to what the honourable gentleman had ſaid, that the praiſe | 
beſtowed upon his relation was no obligation, he thought very 
differently; he knew no man whoſe character would not recgive 
additional value by the praiſe of his honourable friend, who was 
one of the worthieſt men living—who never beſtowed praiſe where 
he did not think it due, and who could not be forced to ſpeak 
differently from what he thought, by the LIM en 
or any of his relations. | | 


The Houſe adjourned, as the committee of accounts 58 
Mr. Cory ſaid he would take the liberty of aſking a queſ- 


tion or two concerning ſome charges which appear in the public 
accounts, and for which,” though ſmall in themſelves, ſome rea- 
fon ought to be aligned. One of theſe charges was 161. to a 
William Parks, Efq ; another was 1121. to Robert Watſon 
Wade, for bringing up the balances of collectors; another of 
150l. to another officer of the treaſury for the like ſervice. 


Mr. Wb re explained the two latter items, by W 
that oftentimes collectors of the public revenue detain in their hands 
conſiderable ſums of money, while perhaps the neceſſities of the 
ate for payment of the army, or other purpoſes, - may preſs ex- 
tremely for it. In ſuch caſes it is uſual to ſend a confidential 
clerk of the Treaſury to bring up the balance, who, for his trou- 
ble of traverſi ing perhaps'one' fourth part of the kingdom, is allow- 
ed 251. and his travelling expences, verified on affidavit. Such 
bad been the fact in the two inſtances ſtated. 


- Mr. Cosxx ſaid he muſt next take” notlee of n a very vieunfider- 
"able ſum indeed, charged by Mr. Kemmis, Crown Solicitor, for 
proſecutions, viz. 5270l. No very ſatisfactory information had 
been received on that head, nor could he help expreſſing his aſto- 
niſhment at the enormity of the law charges wherever they appear- 
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ed in the public accounts; indeed wherever the law could get its 
f finger into the nation's purſe, it generally tore ſo large a hole that 
great quantity of the people's money ran out. | 

He alſo took notice of the accounts of the Commiſſioners of Bar- 
WE racks which had been juſt brought in, amounting to 27,4391. and 
WE which, he ſaid, were now going to be paſſed without time for ex- 


amination. 


The CaancELLOR OF THE: ExchEqutR—The ſums total 
were called for, but not the particulars. Would the honourable 


| gentleman have the papers preſented that he did call for, and the 


papers he did not call for? If he has not called for the proper pa- 
pers, he can blame none but himſelf ; for no paper has been refuſed 


or delayed that was demanded. . 


As to the ſums charged for law expences, they are undoubt- 
edly very high; but the honourable gentlemin well kuows they 
are owing to the late unhappy ſtate of the kingdom, which 1. 
hope will never return again; and gentlemen ought to recollect, 
that the Crown deſerves praiſe rather than cenſure, for having 
reſtored the country to tranquillity by the intervention of the 
laws. | e ee l e 


Mr. Cexxy ſaid ſome words of apology for. the trauble: and 


8 delay he had given to the Houſe, by calling for a vaſt number of 


papers; but even this delay, he ſaid, might prove uſeful, as it 
gave time for prom to reflect on the ſituation of the coun- 
try, and his frequently deſeending into, objects apparently of 
ſmall moment might ſerve to ſhew the right honourable Secretary, 
that that Houſe was jealous and steal of the public money, 
and would eagerly ſupport Government in a fyſtem of retrench- 
ment. It might alſo ſerve to ſhew to him, who was uſed to 
meaſure expences upon the ſcale of a great and opulent country, 
that in this poor kingdom we are obliged to attend to matters 
_compatatavely of little value. e. „ —W⁰’ ih n 
As he was, he ſaid, ready to give praiſe to Government, where 
there was any true cauſe, he took this opportunity of declaring 
his ſatisfaction at ſome ſymptoms of economy which 'had:appear- 
ed in their conduct in the laſt year. He would not have the 
arrogance to ſuppoſe that thoſe who had the management of the 
finances had formed their conduct upon what he had delivered 
in that Houſe ; but moſt certainly ſome of the abuſes he had 
cenſured had been in a great meaſure corrected. - With reſpect 
to news printers, he had more than once taken the liberty of 
troubling the Houſe, and had been curious to examine the pub- 
lic expences under that head. He found that in the year 1774. 
the ſums charged for news printers (the Gazette included) was 
217. From that period there was an annual increaſe to 1785, in 
which year the charge was 4120l.—in 1786, it was 4'53L— 
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hot Jaſt-year 1.708l.—ſo. that there is a ſaving of 24531. Some 


of the particulars on which the ſaving had been made he named: 
One worthy proprietor of a news p per, whoſe income from Go. 


verument in the former year was 6501. had laft year been reduced | 


t0.304].—another whoſe paper for ſome years paſt had been inviſi 
ble, the Volunteer Evening Poſt, had from 1354l. been reduced 


t 800“. Another ſaving hats 06 obſerved, been made upon the 


charge under the head of Purſuivants at Arms; in 1786 that 


charge amounted to a very great ſum—laſt year it had been re. 


duced one half — yet, certainly, their duty had not been leſs ;— 
on the cantrary, from the tour made by the nobleman, whoſe 


death we al lament, it muſt have been greatly increaſed. 


Theſe ſavings, though not very great in themſelves, certainly 
ſhewed ſome attention to ceconomy ; and proved, that if upon ſo 
very inſignificant an article as news papers, a ſum equal to the 
intereſt of 60, oool. at four per cent. could be ſaved, a very little 
care, ſupported by a ſtrong deſire of retrenchment, would enable 
Government to place this country in a flouriſhing; ſituation indeed. 

He ſaid that having entered ſo far into the ſubject of retrench- 
ment, he now begged leave to take a retraſpective view of the 
expences and revenue of the nation for a few years paſt, begin- 
ning at 1783. He entered at large into the ſubject, and ſaid 
that the expences of the nation from that period, to 1785 in- 
.chufive, exceeded her income from 122,000]. to 247, oool. per 
ann. In 1785 the gentleman (the preſent Speaker) who then 
managed the finance, and whoan every fituation acted for the 
:honour and intereſt of this country, came down to Parliament, 


. boldly looked the danger in the face, and obtained a reſolution to 


prevent the accumulation of debt. He propoſed new taxes to 
the amount of 140, oool.—an immediate loan of 1 50, oool. and 
a vote of 5, O00l. to keep Government afloat till the taxes 
ſhouid operate. All which being granted, every man thought it 
impoſſible for any new debt to ariſe; yet the very next year it 
appeared that Government was 106, oool. behind hand. The 
revenues indeed had fallen while the bounties had inereaſed; but 
this was no excuſe; for if they had obſerved the revenue falling, 


they ſhould have retrenched their expences, having received the 


new taxes on the ſpecial condition of avoiding the accumulation 
of debts. _ - | 

In the laſt year the right honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had ſtated, that he was ready to accept the. revenues 


of the nation for its expences, yet in that year Government had 


again been deceived. The exceeding of expence beyond revenue 
was 180,000. the bounties and drawbacks {till riſing, and the 
revenue decreaſing, though with an additional charge for ma- 


nagement. He therefore defired gentlemen to confider to what 


this extravagance tended. Had it been the misfortune of the 


empire to have been involved in a war, how could this kingdom have 


. 
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d. iren that ſupport which her inclination would prompt her to 
0. offer to her Sovereign? Would they have ſent over the penllon 
edit, or plans and clevations of the palaces raiſed for Commiſ- 
7, WESoners ? Would this have ſatisfied him? Yet this is all that Ire- 
ed and can ſhew for 140, oool. annual additional taxes. This, 
he iowever, would not put arms in the hands, or cloaths upon the 
+ vacks, of the men of Ireland, who would be ready to fight the 


aattles of their Sovereign. | 
= He had, he ſaid, great reſpect for the preſent Government; 
ve believed their intentions towards the country were moſt honour- 


a able; nor did he deſpair of the reſources of the country itſelf, 
y vut he wiſhed to ſupport the good intentions of Government by 
o tue acts of that Houſe, and to that end he wiſhed to place upon 
e the journals a reſolution, founded on the report of the committee 
je of accounts. He then moved the following reſolution :—Re- 
je ſolved, That it appears from the report of the committee of ac- 
3, RE counts, that in the year ending Lady Day, 1787, the expences of this 


nation have exceeded her revenues by the ſum of 180,000. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER.—T thank the 
| honourable gentleman for the great delicacy he has ſnewn towards 
former adminiſtrations, whoſe acts, however, I am ready to 
defend, did not his extreme moderation render a defence unne- 
ceſſary. 1 alſo thank him for his able ſtatement ; but I muſt 
take the trouble myſelf of ſtating the facts. | 

Sir, it is not by the expences of your Government, but by the 
growing proſperity of your country, by the increaſe of your 
apriculture, and the conſequent inerxaſe of drawhacks and boun- 
ties, that your revenue is ſwallowed up; yet notwithſtanding 
thoſe drains upon your income, if no new tax is propoſed, no 
new burden thrown upon the ſubject, they have reaſon to rejoice ' 
at their proſperous ſituation. The capital of your national debt 
has been reduced 100, oool.— the intereſt of a great part of the 
| remainder has been reduced alſo. Formerly, and that not long 
ſince, you borrowed money at 7l. 10s. per cent. intereſt, now 
you pay 31. 10s. Are theſe the marks of a declining ſtate ? No. 
Inſtead of looking with a gloomy aſpe& at the fituation of the 
country, gentlemen ought to glory in their conduct, who have 
been inſtrumental in bringing it to its preſent ſtate. 

The honourable gentleman has ſaid, that the. expences of the 
country are riſing : he knows as well as any man that her re- 
ſources are rifing in a much greater proportion. I ſhall; J truſt, 
be able to ſhew to-morrow, in laying the ſtate of the nation 
before this Houſe, that it never was in ſuch a flouriſhing condi- 
tion. What, though our expences are increafed by bounties given 
on corn and on manufactures. Is the honcurable gentleman diſ 
pleaſed at this? Formerly we were fed by corn from England: 
and America, now we have not only abundance for our own 
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conſumption, but great quantities. for exportation. Are the 
perſons, who by an excellent ſyſtem of corn laws have brought 
about this change, to be condemned ? or are the bounties by 
which it was promoted to be called profuſion, and a waſte of pub- 
lic treaſure? The ſame argument applies equally to our manu- 
factures; they have been promoted by bounties—they are now 
in a ſtate of proſperity—they have coſt the nation large ſums, but 
will the honourable gentleman deny that the money was wiſely 
applied; and though at firſt it may be conſidered as an heavy 
expence, that it is the purchaſe of future wealth? 

The honourable gentleman has aſſexted that the revenue has 
fallen, and has blamed miniſters for not foreſeeing that fall and 
providing againſt it. Could the honourable - gentleman have 
foreſeen that the crops in the Weſt Indies would have failed, and 
that on the ſingle article of ſugars the revenue would have fallen 
40,000l. and that the importation of rum would have been re- 
duced almoſt to nothing? yet theſe are the circumſtances he 

ames miniſters for not having foreſeen. 


The honourable gentleman has ſaid that the expence of ma- | 


nagement has increaſed. -?*Tis true, for when a new ſyſtem of 
taxes was granted, it became neceſſary to have new officers to 
colle& them; and I believe the number and expence of thoſe 
. officers will be found very ſmall indeed, if the extent of their 
duty be for one moment conſidered. 


To the cauſes of expence which I have mentioned, and which 


no friend of the country can diſapprove, muſt be added the un- 
foreſeen expences occaſioned by an inſurrection in the kingdom. 
The expences incurred by proſecutions, ſpecial commiſſions, and 
fending a body of troops into the South upon that occaſioii, 
The very exceeding on the article of forage was 14,0001. We 
muſt alſo add expences incurred by the addreſſes of this Houſe— 
compenſation made to Mr. Talbot—building the Soldiers Infir- 
mary, 8, 80ol. and a variety of other articles, all which are ſtated 
in the accounts, and have been examined and approved by the 
Committee; ſo that if theſe very heavy and very much unfore- 
ſeen expences were to be deducted from the charge, it would be 
found that the eſtimates were not only ſufficient, but that Go- 
vernment had actually lived 10,000l. within their income. 

I ſhall now move the following amendment to the honourable 
gentleman's reſolution : 

Which difference of increaſe deiacitally ariſes from a diminution of 
groſs revenue, by the increaſe of management, bounties and draw- 
backs, and from an accidental reduction in the import of ſugar and 
rum, and from other cauſes not likely to recur again; and that Go- 
uerument has reduced its expences Io, col. within that period. 


Mr. Pax sons entered into a comparative view of the taxes and 
ne * Denn. France and Ireland, deducing from the 
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Ws whole, that che taxes of France, in proportion to her wealth, 
Voere one-third more than thoſe of England, and the taxes of 


Ireland one-half. He defired to know for what the people of 
Ireland were fo oppreſſed with taxes? or what rank did we aſ- 


pire to amongſt the nations of Europe? 


Sir HEXRY CavenDisn.—lT have read a great many books on 


taxation, and was I to give implicit credit to them, I ſhould en- 


tertain opinions very different from the fact; for | know when 
I come to feel the taxes here and in England, my ſenſations are 
very different in the two countries; and this I mention, as I 
think every mite of information ought to be laid before the Houſe. 
I have ſome property in England, and ſome property here. In 
England, when | receive my hundred pounds, I am immediately 


| ſurrounded with ſuch a ſwarm of tax gatherers, that very little of 


it indeed goes into my pocket. In Ireland, when I receive my 
hundred pounds, L pocket almoſt the whole. This inclines me 


| to think, that the country where a man enjoys the greatelt part 


of his property is not the moſt oppreſſed with taxes. 

Let me now, by way of novelty, ſay a word to the queſtion : 
When a queſtion is propoſed in this Houſe, one is apt to aſk, 
cui bono, to what good does it lead? Now I own, I cannot ſee 
any very great uſe in the propoſition, as originally made: how- 
ever, I am always glad to ſee the moſt minute enquiry into the 
public expences : but I do not fee how publiſhing a truiſm can 


be of any advantage to the nation, much leſs to the Houſe itſelf. 


But if gentlemen will ſtate more truth, and the whole truth, 
conſequently the whole accounts, which are already in print upon 
your table, I have no objection. I ſhall now fit down, ſuggeſt- 
ing that it would be better the whole, both queſtion and amend- 
ment, were withdrawn ; for, what gentleman can with propriety 
vote upon them who has not cloſely inveſtigated the accounts? 
and perhaps that is not ten of our whole number. 


Mr. Foxmts.—After the very great diſplay of abilities, and 
the wonderful accuracy with which my honourable friend has 
gone through the inveſtigation of the accounts, and by which 
he has demonſtrated the truth of his propoſitions, I ſhould do 
the ſubject great injuſtice did I treſpaſs upon the Houſe, by add- 
ing a ſingle word of argument. I ſhall not, but merely move a 
further amendment in theſe words, to follow in the amendment 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, after the word rum, and 
from an increaſe of penſions on the civil and military eſtabliſhments, 
and exceedings on concordatum, and from military and barrack ex- 
traordinaries, and from grants of penfions and ſalaries, on the reve 


nue and from the expences of the 


The CnanctiLor or ThE Excutquer roſe to move a fur- 
ther amendment MH hic different articles have been audited and ex- 
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emined by the committee of accounts without any particular eher vation 
thereon, and which upon the whole form an expence of Governnient 
2 by 10, oool. than that af the former year. | 


The ArTtornety Genrrat moved a further amendment in 
theſe words All which appears much more fully and accurately in 
the report of the committee of accounts, than it can dojn this reſolu- 


ton. 


Mr. Forbes followed with another àmendmem-7. hough the 
particulars of the Barrack and Park expences awere not laid before the 
Houſe till after the committee of accounts was chſed. | h 


Mr. Cures.—They were brought in as ſoon as they were 
called for. They are as full, as accurate, and as explicit as ever 
papers were. If gentlemen did not call for ttem in time, they 
are only to blame themſelves. 


Mr. Fox ks ſaid he had not the moſt diſtant thought of the 
throwing any blame on the right honourable gentleman. He ac- 
knowledged that the papers: were not called for in time, but he 
obſerved, that the buſineſs of the committee was fo hurried; that 
it was impoſlible to go through all the neceffary documents. 


The CnaxcgILIoR or THE Excntqutr ſaid that the com- 
mittee of accounts had ſat four days abſolutely idle, in order to 
give gentlemen opportunity of bringing forward fuch ſubjects, 
or calling for ſuch papers as they might think neceffary ; but that 
the honourable gentleman might not complain any more of preci- 
pitation, he would aid him with further delay, by moving: the 


queſtion of adjournment. 


Mr. T164s ſaid, he truſted that, notwithſtanding amendment 
upon amendment had been made, until they had excited the laugh- 
ter of the Houſe, they would not appear upon the journals. He 
obſerved that in England nothing of the proceedings ever appear- 
ed but the vote only, and ſuggeſted that ſuch an improvement 
was higlily applicable here. 


The Sraxrs roſe and explained the Engliſh practice, re- 
marking i what it differed from the practice here. He ſaid, he 
ſtood in the judgment of the Houfe, which he ſhould in future fol- 


low. 
The Houfe made no order. | 
Mr. Tzexcu ſaid he inſiſted on the attention of the Houſe, 


before the queſtion of adjournment was put, relative to an item 
mentioned in the accounts, and in the debate, which related to a 
wry reſpectable friend, not in parliament [Mr. Talbot]. He 
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ſaid, not many BER © and fewer out of the Houſe, knew the 
circumſtances of the tranſaction. There was an eſtate diſpoſed 
of to the Crown, for the enlargement of the Park; the 7255 
was 2000l. and chargeable with i gol. per annum, until ſaid ſum 
was diſcharged at one payment; for ſome years the payments 
were regular, but arrears took place, and though the firit legal 
opinions in both kingdoms were in his tavour, Mr. Talbot found 
inconceivable delay he commenced a ſuit, but accepted compro- 
miſe. The Auditor General ftated hig accounts at vpwards of 
12,000]. The Crown officers eſtabliſhed his right; yet this 
4oool. {one-third of the laſt demand) was all he could obtain. 
The parties were too reſpectable to term it a ſwindling tranfac- 
tion; but it certainly was an act in the plenitude of power, in 
which Mr. Talbot conferred, and not received obligations from 
the Crown. 


The ATTorntey GENERAL ſad the facts were nearly. as 
ſtated z that the petition to the Exchequer was an error in pro- 
ceeding 3 that he had reported, as to the merits of the claim, 
but recommended a compromiſe ; and that there was no ſwind- 
ling in the matter, | 


Mr. Bexrsrord After fo much laughter as has ariſen from 
the great number and variety of amendments that have been of- 
fered, I am almoſt aſhamed to {ay one ſerious word; but ſo muck 
has been ſaid concerning the expence of collecting the revenue, 
and ſuch unfair infinuations have been thron out with reſpect to 
what gentlemen are pleaſed to call revenue penſions, that they 
ought to be refuted. 

When gentlemen talk of 1 40,000]. increaſe of taxes, do they 
imagine they can be collected without additional expences? or 
would they think it juſt in the perſons who have the care and ma- 
nagement of the revenue to allow the taxes to lie uncollected By 
way of ſaving expence ? 

Gentlemen have ſpoken al penſions on the revenue eſtabliſhments 
I cail upon them to examine the fact. Lei them call tor the pro- 
per documents, and they will not fond a livgle expence incurred 
that is not warranted by the rules laid down Dy this Houle, 


The queſtion of adjournment was now put, and palled unani- 
mouſſy. 


FaiDay, FEBRUARY I, 1788. 


A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley King, prin- 
ters to the Houſe, was pretented and read; praying a recom 
pence for printing the twenty-fourth volume of the journals of 


the Houſe of Commons. 


Vor. VIII. 8 
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A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley King, prin- 
ters to the Houſe, was preſented and read; ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners printed three hundred and twenty ſets of the pub- 
lic accounts for one year, ending at Lady-day, 1787, three 
hundred and twenty ſets of the public accounts for half a year, 
ending 29th September, 1787, laid before the Houſe this ſeſſion 
of Parliament, each ſet containing fix ſheets of figure work, on 
fine large paper ; and therefore praying a recompence. 


The Houle reſolved itſelf into a committee of ſupply, Mr. Ma- 
fon in the chair. | | 


The CraxceilioR OF ThE ExcHEQUER then moved the 
following reſolutions : 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſam of 20,0001. ought to be deducted from the arrear charged in 
the Aecountant General's paper, and ſtated by the committee of 
accounts, as arrears on charges purſuant to act of parliament ; the 
ſame being a ſaving rather than arrear, as it was granted for 
cloathing, arming and maintaining a militia, from the 25th of 
March, 1786, to the 25th of March, 1787. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum not exceeding 2, 159, 2521. 1s. 25d. was the debt of the na- 


tion at Lady-day, 1787. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the na- 
tion is alſo liable to the payment of certain life annuities at the 
rate of 6l. per cent. per ann. for a ſum of 440, oool. and is alſo 
liable to the payment of certain other life annuities at the rate of 
71. 10s, per cent. per ann. for a further ſum of zoo, oool. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſupply be granted to his Majeity, towards payment of ſaid debt 
and ſaid annuities, and towards ſupporting the ſeveral branches 
of the eſtabliſhment, and for defraying the other neceſſary expen- 
ces of Government for one year, ending Lady-day, 1789. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
12,000 effective men, commiſſion and non- commiſſion officers in- 


cluded, are neceſſary to be maintained within this kingdom for 
its defence. | 


— 


He #1, beſore he would move for the number of troops for 
the enſuing year, he thought it neceilary to obſerve, that it would 
vary trom that of the lait year, but not from the number ſtipu- 
lated 'n the yezr 1769; it was then {tipulated, that there ſhould 
be kept at all times within the kingdom, 12,000 effective men, 
and that 3, 235 ſhould be maintained for the defence of the Bri- 
tiſn poſſciſions abroad; his intention now was to provide for with- 
in two or three of that number, which, by the prudent manage- 
ment of Governmen, he was enabled to do at an expence 6700 
ſhort of that which-was adopted in 1769 ; ſo that in fact, a grea- 
ter number of effective men was now to be obtained at a ſmaller 
expence than heretofore had been ingurred, 


„ G2 


the army, by raiſing the companies o 
G 


n r 33 


He obſerved that the idea of varying the number of men was 


not an innovation, that the number had been frequently varied 


ſince the compact of 1769, and ſuch variation was perfectly juſ- 
tifiable, provided Government did not augment the number, or 
encreaſe the expences of the army beyond the compact then en- 
tered into, and which it was not his intention to violate. 

The immediate cauſe of putting the army on the intended 
footing in point of number, was the neceſſiiy of ſending troops 
to the defence of the Britiſh colonies, an aid which England was 
well warranted in calling upon us for, ſhe having imparted to us 
an equal right and intereſt in thoſe colonies. | 

Another cauſe was the alteration that had taken place in the 

army itſelf in order to form 1t upon the Engliſh model ; every 
regiment had been encreaſed from eight to ten companies, but 
this had been done with fo much economy, that the groſs ſum 
of the expence is within the ſtipulated ſum. | . 
The groſs increaſe of men is 500 in number ; that increaſe is 
compoſed of 140, which were deficient laſt year, and 360, which 
are added to the army. Laſt year the cavalry were 2080, they 
are now 2100, by the adding of five men to each of 4 regi- 
ments of dragoons. There are 21 regiments of foot, to each of 
which have been added 6 men, making 122. In the regiments 
ſerving abroad there is an augmentation of 54 men in each, mak- 
ing altogether in that ſervice 324. 

Here he begged gentlemen to obſerve, that an alteration high- 
ly advantageous to the country was now introduced. It had 


been the practice formerly to allow two men to each company of 


infantry, thoſe men had no exiſtence but upon paper, their pay 
went to a certain regimental purpoſe ; it is now intended that the 
officers ſhall have a compenſation in lieu of theſe men upon paper, 
and that the nation ſhall not be charged with the pay of any man 
who is not really and bona tide efficient; conſequently inſtead of 
having a deduction of 454 from 12,000 men, we ſhall have the 
whole number of men in their ſhoes, ſo that, in fact, we have an 
addition of 3500 and 4.54 men, making together 954, without 
any expence to the nation. | g 

The recruiting ſervice, he ſaid, has heretofore been always a 
deduction of t leaſt 2000 men from our army, tis now propoſed 
to carry on that ſervice by a diſtin& fund, by which we ſhall be 
enabled to keep at leaſt 1000 men nearer to our number thus 
our army encreaſes upon the whole 1958 men; and gentlemen, 
he ſaid, will allow, that if we pay for 12,000 men, we ought to 
have as near that number as poſſible. 

The former expence of maintaining the army he ſtated at 
393>956l. the preſent expence would be 423,718]. making a 
difference of 30,0621.—to make good this difference he recurred to 
what e had ſaid reſpecting the —_—_ which had taken place in 

each regiment from 8 to. 10, 
2 | 
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and by tins means Providing for the officers which before had been 
ſeconded, by which a ſaving of 16,000l. that had been annually 
iſſued in king” 8 letters, would be made. There was alſo an exceed- 
ding on military contingencies of 5000l. on this account, which 
is hereafter to be deducted and brought in credit; this brings the 
ſum to 21, oool. the charge for non- effective men n now become 
a ſaving of GOOOl. making 27,0001. This ſum, with fom- ſavings 
on the cavalry, made up the whole of the 30,0621. 

There, was, however one thing to be mentioned ; that there was 
an intention of making good to the cavalry officers the loſs they 
ſuſtain by the regulations which have lately taken place. This 
loſs, amounting to 25,000l. it was the intention of Government 
to make good by three annual payments. 

Upon the whole he truſted that it would appear that the ſtricteſt 
economy had been obſerved, Certainly were the 1954 men now 
added to the army to be raifcd ſeparately, it would have coſt the 
5 oe at leaſt 22,000], more than the preſent charge. 

Je then moved the following reſolution : 

pray That it is the opinion of this committee, that to 
enable his Majeſty to carry into execution his gracious intention 
and determined reſolution ſignified to us by his Excellency the 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late Lord Licutenant of this kingdom, 
by his Majelty's command, to keep within this kingdom for the 
neceTary defence of the ſame, 2,000 effective men, commiſſion 
and non- commiſſion officers included, at all times, unleſs in caſe of 
invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, 3232 men, commiſſion and 
non- commiſſion officers included, be maintained for one year, 
from the 3ſt March 1787, to the firſt day of April 1788, in- 
eluſive, ſo that the forces on the eltabliſhment of this kingdom 
may amonnt to 15,232 effective men, commiſſion and non-com- 
miſſion officers i included- 


| "79 Crartan ſaid he admitted that it was but juſt to make a 
grant for the defence of the Britith plantations—and he was cer- 
tain that gentlemen would contribute to the defence of the empire 
in gencral without rcluctance but they ſhould be moderate and 
prudent in their contributions and ſupplics. And while making 
2 grant to that purpoſe, he thought that they ought to aſſent it. 
Fic concerved that the buſineſs ought to have come before the 
He aſe in a diferent manner. Upon a matter io important as an 
aug meutat ion ol tile army, he ſhould naturally expect a mellage 
from the Throne, with an eſtimate of the expence. The right 
horoureble gentleman, he faid, had ſpoken of the compact of 
1709, that was accompauicd by both meſſage and eſtimate. He 
had delivered his eſtimate with candour, but perhaps it is not ca- 
ily underſtood— particularly as gentlemen in this Houſe may not 
be intimately verſed in military affairs. Time, at all events, will 
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be neceſſary for its conſideration. He ſaid he was much againſt 
ſo important a matter taking place, as an augmentation of the 
army, without a ſpcech from the Throne adviſing the Houſe of it, 
and an eſtimate of its expence. | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHEqQUER replied, that it was 
evident from the ſtatement he had jult made that there was no ex- 
traordinary expence or number intended. If any thing cxtraor- 
dinary was intended, extraordinary meaſures would be neceſſary, 
and the right honourable Gentleman would be perfectly right. 


Variations in the number and regulations of the army had been 


frequently made, without objection, although no meſſage from 
the Throne had been received, and althongh no eſtimate of the 
expence had been laid before the Houſe. 


Mr. Gaarrax anſwered, that the number was by no means 
clear. The right honourable gentleman had only told the 
Houſe, „you ſhall have expence one way, and reduction ano- 
ther.” It was a matter of eſtimate, This he thought not what 
the privilege of the Houſe demanded on an occaſion of ſuch im- 


portance, 


Mr. Covor iv. Before I agree to this augmentation in fact, 
which is no augmentation in theory, to this army of men who 
formerly ſtood only on paper, but are now to ſtand in their ſhoes, 
1 muſt acknowledge that I would rather the plan for this new 
augmentation had come down in the proper form of a meſſage. 
I had the honour to propoſe the former augmentation. I did 
then, and ever ſince think, that the men ſo added were really 
and Zona fide to have been ſoldiers, and after nineteen years I am 
ſorry to find that they have had no exiſtence but on paper only. 
However I am glad even now to ſee reform take place, and that 
we are actually to have the number of men for which we pay. 

I congratulate my right honourable friend [the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer] upon this new occupation of Secretary at War, 
and I ſubſcribe to his argument, and to the opinion of my right 


' honourable friend, [Mr. Grattan] that ſo far as theſe troops can 


contribute to the ſupport and protection of the Britiſh empire, 
their being added to the army mult give ſatisfaction to every Iriſh- 
man. We all wiſh to aſſiſt Great Britain to maintain her glory 
and defend her dominions. Beſides, we have now an equal intereſt 
with Great Britain in the Weſt Indies, for the defence of which 
part of thoſe troops are deitined ; but our intereſt in the Britith 
conſtitution is much more valuable, and I think an augmentation 
of the ſtanding army ſhould not take place in a free country 
without Parliament having been firſt conſulted, „ 


The Secretary or Srarz faid, he roſe to explain to the 


right honourable gentleman, why an eſſage had not now been 


teat down to the Huuſe as upon the cempact in 1769. At that 


86 PARLIAMENTARY [Fer 


period a propoſal was made on the part of Government, that this 
country ſhould maintain an army of 15,000 men, 12,000 to be 
kept at all times for the defence of the kingdom, and 3000 to be 
given to the defence of the Welt India poſſeſſions. From that 
day to this it appeared that the compact had not perfectly been 
fulfilled. We were now called upon to carry it into effect, and 
without any additional expence; he thought, therefore, the right 
honourable gentleman who propoſed it in 1769, would receive 
Pleaſure at ſeeing it brought to perfection. He had, with great ſa- 
tisfaction, heard gentlemen declare their willingneſs to ſupport the 
Britiſh empire, and to defend the poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies, 
which were now become the colonies of Ireland as well as Eng- 
land: and he begged leave to obſerve, that this was a juſt and 
liberal return for the attention ſhewn to our finances in the courſe 
of the laſt war, when, though we farniſhed the ſtipulated troops, 
Great Britain bore the expence of their pay, which had ſaved us 
more than Io, col. 


Mr. Conrxy ſaid he took the liberty of riſing to declare his 
molt hearty concurrence with gentlemen in the principle of ſup- 
porting the honour and intereſts of the Britiſh empire. This, 
next to the preſervation of our conſtitution, and keeping out of 
debt, was the great object of his heart, and upon theſe terms he 
would be ever ready to give Great Britain all poſſible aſſiſtance. 

He owned he differed in opinion with the two right honourable 
gentlemen, [Mr. Grattan and Mr. Conolly ] with reſpect to the 
neceſſity of Parliament's receiving a meſſage upon this occaſion. 
Parliament had already voted a certain number of troops at a 
certain expence. No man could doubt the prerogative of the 
Crown, while it keeps the army within the number and within 
the expence voted by Parliament, to regulate and arrange them 
as it ſhould think proper. For ſeveral years paſt the number of 
men varied conſiderably from that ſtated in the compact of 1769; 
but as it had never exceeded that number, it never had been ne- 
ceſſary to ſend a meſſage to the Houſe upon that ſubject. Upon 
the whole he thought the meaſure of reform now explained to 
the Houſe, demonſtrated conſummate prudence, great œconomy, 
and compleat cfliciency in the perſons who contrived it. 


Mr."FiTzHcxnerT aſſured the Houſe there was not any fur- 
ther augmentation intended; that the intention of Government 
was merely to keep up effectively the number of men ſtipulated 
in Lord Townſhend's meſſage, and that it was not from any 
deficiency in the high reſpect which was due to that Houſe, that 
Government had refrained from ſending a meſſage on the ſubject, 
but becauſe they conſidered themſelves as carrying into effect the 
already declared ſenſe of Parliament. | 
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The committee of ſupply proceeded. | | 
Upon a motion for a grant to the Houſe of Induſtry, 


The Soriciros GENERAL, (Arthur Wolfe, Eſq;) ſaid he 
thought the governors of that corporation did not by any 
means anſwer the purpoſe of their inſtitution, which was to clear 
the ſtreets of vagrants. About Grafton-ſtreet and its neighhour- 
hood, he ſaid, the ſwarm of beggars never were ſo great as at the 
preſent day. Some of the faces he had Known there for years, 
who ſeemed to remain perfectly tranquil and undiſturbed, follow- 
ing their employment. He mentioned this as a hint to the go- 
vernors of the Houſe of Induſtry, and aſſured them that if they* 
did not exert themſelves better for the future, he would oppoſe 
any grant of money to them ; as in his mind it anſwered no pur- 
poſe but that of calling all the beggars of the kingdom to the 
metropolis. 


Mr. GaxbDixER ſaid the governors were not to blame, their 
fund was inſufficient to maintain a force great enough to keep the 
ſtreets clear of beggars; he had hoped the police would have 
performed that duty, but the truth was, the number of poor at 
preſent maintained ig the Houſe of Induſtry was upwards of 
1300, and therefore without a very conſiderable fund little more 
could be done by the governors, 


The Soricrror GENERAL. If the efforts of the corpora- 
tion are inadequate to the purpoſe of this inſtitution, let the cor- 
poration be diſſolved, for I can eonceive nothing worſe than the 
preſent ſtate of Dublin, ſo far as reſpects the annoyance of 


beggars. 0 
Upon the motion for a grant for encouraging manufactures, 


The CHancEtLLOR oF THE ExcHEQUER ſaid it had been the 
opinion of gentlemen the moſt converſant in manufactures, and 
who were perfect judges of the good effects produced by the 
- bounties heretofore given, that if they were to be continued for a 
certain time, their good effects would be ſtill farther enhanced; 
he would therefore have it underſtood that they were to be conti- 
nued for three years certain. „„ : : 

He alſo now took notice of the very great advantage the na- 
tion had reaped from the lottery of laſt year, the whole benefit of 
which, inſtead of being diſperſed in a variety of hands, had been 
brought forward to the public benefit, producing a fund of 
50,000l. and enabling the nation to lower the intereſt one-half 
per cent. on a very conſiderable part of her debt. "Theſe bene- 
fits, he ſaid, aroſe from the circumſtance of the lottery having 


4 


- 


diem, making a further faving of 1816]. 


intereſt of 95,0001, of the public debt. 
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been a cloſe lottery. He would not make any apology to the 
gentlemen who had been diſappointed of ſtares in it, becauſe he 
was convinced they were better ſatisfied to ſee the good effect 
produced to the national credit, than they would have been by 


any little emolument that could pòſſibly accrue from a ſhare. 


The plan of reducing the intereſt on the national debt, he 
ſaid, till continued his favourite object; and the ſucceſs of laft 


year inclined him to conſider lotteries as the beſt means for pro- 


ducing that effect. He had tried the monied people in England 
and in Ireland, and the propoſal he was now about to mention, 


-appeared to him infinitely the belt, amongil a great number that 


had becn offered, ; 


It was propoſed to lend the public 40, oocl. at three and a half 


per cent. in order to pay off a like ſum bearing interett at four 


per cent. thus faking the intereſt one-eighth, and bringing a 
profit 6r annual ſaving of jnterett to the prb!:- of 2000. io that 
on the one ſubſcription the nation gairs o, gol. —but in addi- 
tion, the prepoſers oftert d to take all the 7) calury Hills which are 
due this vear, amountigg to a' ſum, 6 2 38,901. at 2 d. per 
2 the whole an- 

nual advantage to the public will then be 38161. equal to the 
Now gentlemen will fee u hat an advantageous bargain this is 
to the public; but there is fill ſomething more we are offered, 


which I now {::bmit to you; if we will give two lotteries in dif- 


ferent vears, that the ſubſcribers will reduce the intereſt on, the 
whole of your loan debentures and Exchequer bills; this will make 


en annual faving of 99981.—thgt is 45911, on the debentures re- 


duced from 41. to 31 105. and 4407). Exchequer bills from 


l. 11s. te 31. os. "Theſe propofals are, as I have faid, 


y much the beit of any that have been offered in England or 
in Ireland, and I mention them now that if any gentleman has 


any more advantageous icheme government may adopt it. 


After this the Iottery will be diſencùumbered of loan, and conſe- 


quently become ſtill more productive; and J hope gentlemen will 


lock upon the preſent tranſactions the greateſt effort that can be 
made to reduce the intereſt of the national debt. | 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1788. 


8 ee 1. b 1 0 ; — 
4 A petition of the ſeneſchal, merchants and inhabitants of the 


borough of Newry, on behalf of themſelves aud others inhabiting 


the countries adjacent to the navigation from Lough Neagh to 
the ſea at Fathom near Newry, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that the town of Newry being ſituated near the ſea coaſt enjoys 
an extenſive foreign commerce both of import and export, and 
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alſo a conſiderable inland trade by the means of a navigable canal 
from Lough Neagh to the ſea ; that the extenſive and populous 
countries adjacent to the ſaid cayal and to Lough Neagh, with 
which it communicates as aforeſaid, have by means thereof re- 
ceived important and laſting benefits, inaſmuch as thereby every 
article of life, tillage, manufacture and trade, has been conveyed 
thither, and exported from thence to foreign markets in greater 
quantities and at reduced prices; that the corporation for carrying 
on the inland navigations of this kingdom have been diſſolved, 
the funds thereof, from which the ſaid Mewry canal received oc- 
caſibnal aids, are now appropriated ſolely to the navigation from 
Dublin to the river Barrow ; that from hence, as well as from 
the decay natural to all ſuch works, the ſaid canal now requires 
conſiderable repairs, alterations and inprovements; that the 
aforeſaid neceſſary repairs, alterations and improvements of the 
ſaid canal will (as the petitioners are informed by workmen of abi- 
lity who have conſidered the ſame) coſt not leſs than 10,0007). a 
ſum to which the particular funds of the ſaid canal are totally 
inadequate ; that ſuch repairs, alterations and improvements cf 
the ſaid canal, muſt not only eſſentially ferve the ſaid countries 
adjacent to the ſaid canal and to Lough Neagh, but be of general 
advantage to the whole kingdom, inaſmuch as thereby the navi- 
gation of the ſaid canal and of Lough Neagh, and conſequently 
the communication between the ſaid countries and the ſea will 
be rendered more cheap, ealy, ſafe and expeditious, and the 
linen trade, that great ſource of wealth to this kingdom, will 
thereby be much increaſed and extended ; that it has been here- 
tofore permitted to ſupport ſuch gn inland navigation as the ſaid 
canal, by an appropriated local and temporary tax ; that the pe- 
titioners (who form a very conſiderable part of the body to be af- 
fected thereby) are deſirous to be ſo taxed for a reaſonable time, 
in order to promote the great purpoſes before mentioned ; thar 
the petitioners therefore humbly entreat that the Houſe may be 
pleaſcd, in ordgr to raiſe a fund for the aforeſaid purpoſes, to 
bring in, or permit to be brought in, a bill to impoſe, for the 
term of ten years, a tax of 6d. per ton on every ſhip or veſſel that 
ſhallload er unload any part of her cargo in the river or harbour 


of Newry, or that the Houſe may adopt ſuch other meaſures 
therein as to it may ſeem moſt fit, 


Mr. SzcneTary FiTZHERBERT informed the Houſe that he 
was commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to ac- 
quaint them that his Majelty had been pleaſed to return a moſt ' 

gracious anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, which he read in 

his place, and after delivered in at the table; it was then read 


by the Speaker, (all the members being uncovered) and is as 
tollows ; | 
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His Majeſty has received with great ſatisfaction the addreſs 
ef the Houſe of Commons of Ircland ; their expreſſions of loyalty 
and attachment to his royal perſon and government, and their 
aſſurances of zealouſly contributing 40 the ſupport of the honour 
of his crown and the general intereſts of his dominions, excite ſuch 
emotions in his Majeſty's breaſt as cannot fail to enſure an earneſt 
attention to their proſperity and happineſs, for the advancement 
of which it will always be his Majeſty's deſire to ſecure to his 
faithful and loyal ſubjects the bleſſings of peace, and to encourage 
their commerce and manufactures. | 

« His Majeſty is highly pleaſed with the affectionate attention 
which has been paid by the Houſe of Commons to the memory 
of their late Chief Governor, whoſe public and private. virtues his 
Majeſty does not doubt will long remain imprinted on the minds 
of his people of Ireland: however ſenſibly his Majeſty may feel 
the loſs of ſo faithful a ſervant, he cannot but meet with much 
conſolation in the ſatisfaction which his people of Ireland receive 
in the re-appointment of the Marquis of Buckingham to the go- 
vernment of that kingdom, whoſe diligence and zeal his Majeſty 
is perſuaded will be conſtantly exerted for the promotion of ſuch 
meaſures as will beſt tend to their intereſts and proſperity. 

| . Ki” 


Mr. Masox, according to order, reported from the committee 
of the whole Houſe, to whom it was teferred to take into con- 
&6deration the ſapply granted to his Majeſty, as alſo his Excel- 
Jency the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, the reſolutions which the 
committee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which he 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table, where .he 
lame were read, and are as follow: | 


| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
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. 


That a ſum not exceeding 2,159,2521. Is. 2:d. was the debt 
of the nation at Lady-day, 1787. 


That the nation is alſo liable to the payment of certain life an- 
nuities, at the rate of 61. per cent. per annum, for a ſum of 
440,0001. ; and is alſo liable to the payment of certain other life 
annuities, at the rate of 71. 108. per cent. per annum, for a fur- 


ther ſum of 200,000]. 


That a ſupply be granted vo his Majeſty towards payment of 
the ſaid debt and the ſaid annuitics, and towards ſupporting the 
ſeveral branches of the eſtabliſhments, and for defraying the other 


neceſſary expences of government for one year, ending the 25th 
of March, 1789. 


That 12,000 effective men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion 


officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained within this King- 
dom for its defence. 8 » 
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That to enable his Majeſty to carry into execution his gracious 


intentions and determined reſolution, ſignified to us by his Excel- 


lency the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late Lord Lieutenant of 
this kingdom, by his Majeſty's command, to keep within this 
kingdom, for the neceſſary defence of the ſame, 12,000 effective 
men, commiſſion and non-commuſſion officers included, at all 
times, unleſs in caſe of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, 
3232 men, commiſſion and non- commiſſion officers included, be 
maintained for one year, from the 3ſt day of March, 1787, to 
the iſt day of April, 1788, incluſive, ſo as that the forces on 
the eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may amount to i 5,232 effective 
men, commiſſion and non- commiſſion officers included, 


That a ſum of 4000l. be given to the right honourable the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to enable him to maintain 
the ſtate and dignity of his office. 


That a ſum of 5401. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; clerk 
of this Houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this 


ſeſſion of Parliament. 


That a ſum of 3501. be given to Benjamin Higgins, clerk aſ- 


ſiſtant, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of 


Parliament. : 


That a ſum of 270l. be given to James Corry, clerk of che 
journals and records, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 
this ſeſſion of Parliament. 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to Dawſon Ellis, clerk of the 
engroſſments, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament, | | 


That a ſum of 5ool. be given to George Frederick Winſtanley 
and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the ſele& and other 
committtes, as a reward for their attendance and ſervice this ſeſ- 


ſion of Parliament, to be equally divided between them. 


That a ſum of 670l. be given to Dixie Coddington, Eſq; ſer- 
jeant at arms, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament. | 


That a ſum of 7ol. be given to Laurenzo Senſi, as a reward 
for his trouble and attendance in delivering the votes to the mem- 
bers this ſeſſion of Parliament. | | 


That a ſum of 2001, be given to James Me. Cowen and Henry 
Holmes, door-keepers to this Houſe, as a reward for their atten- 
dance and ſervice this ſeſſion of Parliament, to be equally divided 
between them, 


That a ſum of 7ool. be given to the Speaker, to be by him 
divided among the back door-keepers and meſſengers attending 
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this Houſe, being twenty in number, and the other attendants, 
in ſuch manner as he ſhall direct. | 


That a ſum of 1401. be given to Thomas L*Eftrange, for his 
extraordinary care and trouble in attending this Houſe as aſſiſtant 
ſerjeant at arms. * „ g 


That a fum of 200]. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; for 
his trouble and expence in preparing copies, ſuperintending the 
printing, and making an index to the twenty-fourth volume of 
the journals of this Houſe, 


That a ſum of 50l. be given to James Corry, for his extraor- 
dinary trouble in attending the committee of accounts this ſeſſion 
of Parliament. 


That a ſum of 1681. be given to James King and Abraham 
Bradley King, for printing the public accounts laid before the 
Houſe this ſeſſion of Parliament. | | 


That a ſum of 5ool. be given to the Speaker, to be applied 
by him in manner directed by this Houſe, with reſpe& to a ſimi- 
lar ſum granted in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the better 
arrangement of buſineſs in the clerks offices. | 


That a ſum of 3491. be given to Thomas Burgh, Eſq; ac- 
countant-general, as a reward for his expence and trouble in pre- 
paring and ſtating the public accounts of the nation, laid before 
the Houſe this ſeſſion of Parliament. 0 


That a ſr en of. Sool. be given to John Tydd, Eſq; in confi. 
deration of his extraordinary attendance, care and expence in 
the office of paymaſter of corn premiums. 


That a ſum of 200l. be given to Henry Gore, Eſq; as a re- 
ward for his expeace and trouble in preparing and making out the 
account of the imports and exports for one year, ending the 25th 
day of March, 1787, purſuant to the order of this Houſe. 


That a ſam of 7al. be given to Henry Smyth, deputy pay- 
maſter of corn premiums, for his extraordinary trauble and ex- 
pence in preparing accounts by him laid before this Houſe for 
one year, ending at Midſummer, 1787. | 


That a ſum of 2001. be given to Paul Le Bas, examinator of 
corn. premiums, on account of the great increaſe of his trouble in 
examining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, and for his 
expences in payment of clerks, in the year ending at Lady-day, 
1787. | | 5 hs 
That a ſum of 1401. be given to John Smart, deputy ac- 
countant-general, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, and ſuperintending the printing the public accounts. 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to Anthony Ferguſon, for his 
extraordinary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts laid by 
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him before this Houſe, and attending the Houſe this ſc ſſion of 


Parliament. 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to John Swan, examinator 3 
exciſe, for his extraordinary trouble and expence i in preparing 
accounts for this Houſe. 


* 


That a ſum of 5 ol. be granted to Thomas Winder, Eſq; as 
2 reward for the trouble by him taken, in conſequence of the 
truſt veſted by this Houſe in the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
revenue, for the recovery of the debt due to his Majeſty by the 
late Sir Henry Cavendith, Bart. late teller of the Exchequer. 


That a ſum of 2000l. be given for one year, to the 25th day 
of March, 1789, to the truſtees of the linen manufacture, to 
encourage the raiſing ſuſſicient quantities of hemp and flax in this 
kingdom. 

That a further ſum of 2000l. for one year, to the 25th day 
of March, 1789, be given to the truſtees of the linen and 
hempen manufactures, for the encouragement of the hempen and 
flaxen manufactures in the provinces "of Leiniter, Muniter and 


Connaught. 


That the ſum of $0001]. be granted to the Provoſt, Fellows 
and Scholars of the Col! lege of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, 
of Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin, for the purpoſe of carrying 
on the ſquare in the ſaid College, called the Parliament Square, 
agreeably to the terms ſet forth in their petition, preſented to this 
Houſe the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, and to be raiſed in ſuch 
manner as Parliament ſhall direct. 


That the ſum of 10, oool. be given to the Incorporated 
Society, as a full proviſion for ſupporting the Proteſtant Charter 


Schools of this kingdom for one year, to the = day of 
March, 1789. 


That a ſum of 4138 48. 84 d. be given to the Governors of 
the Foundling-hoſpital and Work-houte, towards enabling them 
to diſcharge the debts by them contracted for the uſe of that cha- 
rity, and towards ſupporting their neceſſary expences. 


That a ſam of Soool. be given to the Corporation for the 
Relief of the Poor in the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of 
the Houſe of Induſtry, in aid of the charitable contributions, 
for one year, to the 25th day of March, 1 789. 


That a ſum of 1o00l. be given to the Hibernian Marine 
Society, towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. 


That a ſum of 1000]. be given to the Governors of the Hi- 
bernian School, for the ſupport of that charity. 


That a ſum of 5 col. be granted to the Board of Fiſt Fruits, 
for building new churches, and rebuilding old churches in ſuch 


* 
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pariſhes as no public divine ſervice has been performed in for 
twenty years laſt paſt. 


That a ſum of 60001 be granted to the Lord Chancellor and 
- Chief Judges, towards building further offices for the public re- 
cords, and courts of juſtice adjoining. 


That a ſum of 5000l.- be given to the Dublin Society, for 
the improvement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland 
to be applied in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by Parliament. 


That a ſum of 20,000]. de granted to his Majeſty, for the 
clothing, arming and maintaining a militia in this kingdom for 
one year, to the 2 5th day of March, 1789; to be * in 
ſuch manner as Parliament ſhall hereafter direct. 


That a ſum of 17, 000l. be given for the purpoſe of paying 
bounties on the home ſale of manufactures of this kingdom; 
that is to ſay, of wool, wool mixed, cotton, cotton W 
threads, kentings, and manufatures of iron and copper; all 
ſuch bountics to be payable in a larger proportion on goods ma- 
nufaQured at a diſtance from the city of Dublin, than on thoſe 
manufactured in it, or within the diſtance of ten miles of it; to 


be diftributed in ſuch manner as Parliament ſhall hereafter Fe" 


That the ſum of 6921, 8s. 6d. be given to James King and 
Abraham Bradley King, printers to this Houſe, for printing and 
binding five hundred copies of the twenty-fourth volume of the 
Journals, for the uſe of the members of this Houſe. 


That a ſum of Sol. be granted to Elizabeth Molloy, for the 
additional expences incurred by her in the articles of coal and 
candle, which ſhe is obliged to furniſh in the new buildings in 
the interval between this and the next feflion of Parliament. 


That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty towards payment of 
the ſaid debt, annuities, eſtabliſhments, and other charges of 
Government, be a ſum not exceeding 3,210,6611. 


That a further ſupply be granted to his Majeſty for paying the 
ſeveral foregoing gifts, bounties, rewards and ſpecific grants. 


That the ſaid further ſupply be a ſum not exceeding 95,9381. 
13s. 2_d. 


When the queſtion was put on the reſolution to grant 5col. to 
Thomas Winder, Eſq; | 


Sir Fxaxcis Hurchixsox objected to the grant, as being too 
great for the ſum collected. 


Mr. Braksroxp denied that the ſum was too much, taking 
it in any light; but, he ſaid, when the honourable Baronet conſi- 
dered the manner in which the rents were paid by very ſmall 
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ſums at a time, and when he conſidered the variety of trouble- 
ſome circumſtances which attended that collection, and the dif- 
ference between collecting money by ſmall quantities, and all toge- 
ther, eſpecially to a man whoſe office is ſuch a ſource of buſineſs 
as Mr. Winder's is, he was ſure he would think it too little. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid, he was ſure no 
man who conſidered a moment would heſitate on the queſtion. 
Mr. Winder was an officer who, at the ſame time, had the moſt 
buſineſs and the moſt ability of any other in any department, 
and had, as a man, every claim to public approbation. This taſk 
had been impoſed on him by Parliament, and if we were only to 


grant the very loweſt poundage, it would amount to much more 
than the ſum propoſed. 


The queſtion was then put on the ſeveral reſolutions, and they 
were agreed to by the Houſe. 


Moxpay, FEBruaRY 4, 1788. 


It was ordered that the petitioner, complaining of an undue 
election and return for the county of Cavan, do by himſelf or 
his agent deliver to the fitting member or his agents liſts of the 
perſons intended by the petitioner to be objected to, who voted 

for the ſitting member, giving in the ſaid liſts the ſeveral heads of 
objection, and diſtinguiſhing the ſame againſt the voters objected 
to, on or before Saturday the gth day of February inſtant. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 


Houſe, to conſider of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, Mr. Maſon in the chair. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER moved, that a duty 
of 6d. per ton be laid on all veſſels that ſhall enter the harbour of 
Newry, of which the ſum of 10001 yearly, for ten years, ſhould 
be applied, for the repair and completion of the Newry Canal, 
purſuant to the prayer of the petition from Newry, | 


Mr. Corry wiſhed that the matter of the petition and reſolu- 
tion might be deferred for a few days, in order that the petitioners 
may have time to reconſider the petition, as they might think of 


ſome more eligible way of raifing the tax, for the purpoſe of the 
petition, | \ 


Colonel Ross ſaid, he was not for poſtponing the reſolution, * 


for if the mode was exceptionable, there would be ſufficient op- 
portunity to conſider it. : 


The reſolution paſſed. 
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The CHANCELLOR OF THE'EXCHEQUER obſerved, he did not 
ſee a right honourable Baronet [Sir Henry Cavendiſh] in his 
place, who had formerly brought on the ſubjeR of lowering the 
intereſt of money; he took that opportunity to declare, as he 
formerly did, that he thought it beſt to try the experiment on 
the public funds, rather than on the private property of indivi- 
duals; that Government had no intention now of preſſing ou that 
matter, bat if any gentleman chofè to agitate it, he had no ob- 
jection, 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. , 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER, eonformable to his 
promiſe of notifying to the committee, any regulation or change 
intended to be made in the duties, mentioned, that coffee, which 
was an article almoſt wholly ſmuggled into the kingdom, might 
with ſome alteration be made tlie fource of a productive tax; at 
preſent the duty is within a very ſmall fraction of 12d. per pound 
on importation. Under this duty very little indeed was import- 
ed; he therefore thought that Iowering the import duty to 6d. 
and putting an exciſe of 6d. more on the conſuraption, would 
be a probable means of defeating the ſmuggler, and producing a 
revenue from that article, which at preſent produced hardly any 
flung. | 7 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it was referred to conſider further of the ſupply granted 
to his Majeſty, for the purpoſe of laying a foundation for local 


duties only, the following reſolutions: 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
That a further ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, for the uſe 


of che Corporation for promoting and carrying on the Newry 
Navigation, in order to enable them more effectually to carry on 
the {aid work. | 


That the farther ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for the aſe of 
the Corporation for promoting and carrying on the Newry Navi- 
gation, be a {um not excceding 100. per annum for the term 
of ten years, from the 2 5th day of March, 1788. 


Mr. Maſon reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
to hom it was referred to conſider of ways and means for railing 
the ſupply granted to / his Majeſty, the following reſolutions, 
which he read in his place, aad after delivered in at the table. 


Neſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, a 
That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the 
ſeveral additional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein 


1788.) Ar - 
after mentioned ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 


1788, to the 25th day of March, 1789, incluſive, 


That a duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except 
from France, or the French dominions in Europe, after the rate 
of 48. 1d. for every 32 gallons, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity; to be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtöm and exciſe payable thereon by virtue of 
any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

That a duty of 6d. be laid on every pound of green tea, and 
Ad. on every pound of black bohea tea and other teas which ſhall 
be imported into this Kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable 
for the ſame by any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in 
this kingdom. 1 —́—f we Ee 5 

That a further additional duty be laid on all teas imported in- 
to this kingdom which ſhall have been purchaſed at the Eaſt In- 
dia Company's fales in London for an higher . than 4. Bri- 
tiſh per pound, at the rate of id., per pound for every 6d., that 
ſhall be paid for the ſame over and above the ſum of 4s, Britiſh 
at the ſales above-mentioned, . during the time aforeiaid; the 
price of the teas to be inſerted in the cockets, and to be further 
aſcertained by a reference to the ſale- books of the Eaſt-India 
Company, which the commiſſioners of the revenue are required 
to procure from time to time, for the purpoſes above-mentioned. 

That an additional duty of 6d. per yar be laid on all chintzes, 
callicoes and muſlins of the manufacture of China, Perſia, and 
the Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. _ | | 

That a further additional duty of 6d. be laid on every yard of 
callico and muſlin which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid, except of the manufacture of France, or 
the French dominions in Europe. 

That an additional duty of 18. 6d. per yard be laid on all forts 
of filks and ſtuffs made or manufactured in Perfia, China or the 
Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforefaid. | | * ; 

That an additional duty of 15d. per pound weight be laid 
upon all hops which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid from Great Britain SI 
That an additional duty of 41; ſterling Fer pound weight be 
laid on all velvets and manufactures made of or mixed with ſilk, 
except thoſe of Great Britain, China, Perſia and the Eaſt In- 
dies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. | — 8 ; 

That an additional duty of 18. per ream be laid on every ream 
of paper (except brown, blue and preſſing paper) which ſhall be 
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imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except of 
the manufacture of Great Britain. 


That a duty of is. per pack be laid upon all painted or play. 
ing cards which call be gore into this Kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid. '2 


That an additional duty of 6d. per gation be laid upon all 
Unſeed oil which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforefaid, and i fo. u pr oportion for any greater or leſs e quan- 
tity.” 


Tnat the Fllowag adden. duties be laid on all damaſk: tow- 
elling, napkins or cloths made of flax or hemp, imported into 
this kingdom during the time aſoreſaid, not being of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain, France, or the French dominions in 
Europe; that is to ſay, a duty of 6d. per yard on all ſuch goods 
from one yard to eiglit quarters wide, and 23. per t on all 
ſuch goods above eight quarters wide 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1 788, the full 
duties which have been or ſhall be paid on the import of any goods, 
wares or merchandizes, except where it ſhall be otherwiſe provided 
this ſeſñon of Parliament, ſhall be fully repaid for ſuch as ſhall be 
exported by any merchant within three years after ; import to any 
place whatever. e 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon trat doth or ſhall 
{elk or tap out by retail any cider at any time Voi the time afore- 
ſaid. 

That all duties off cuſtoms inwards, import exciſe, and all 
other duties whatſoever Payable on the import of any goods, wares 
and merchandizes, during. the time aforeſaid, ſhall be paid down 
in ready money net, without ww di ſcount or allowance for 
prop: payment... , - 1 


That for and upon all . wares and . which 
ſhall be imported into this Kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
except ſugars, by any perſon being a retailer or conſumer, there 
Mall be paid in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance 
for prompt. payment, an additional duty after the rate of 6l. per 
centum on the duties pay able thereon reſpectively, over and above 
the fall amount of ſuch duties; ; except the follawing articles, be- 
ing they grauth, produee or: manufacture of France, or the French 
' dominions in Europe, via beer, hardware, cutlery, cabinet 
ware and turuery; manufactures of irou, ſteel, copper and braſs ; 
cot ons; Woolleus, kuit and wove ; hafierys ; cambricks and 
lawns ; linens, made of flax or hemp; ſadlery: gauzes; millinery 
made of muilin, lawn, cambrick or gauze; A earthen 
ware and pottery; -glaſs and glaſs ware. pl ö 


That a duty of 208. per ton be laid upon every ton of ſoap 
boilers waſte aud manure, and of 3l. per ton on every ton of 
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linen rags, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity 
which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid. = 8 


That an additional duty of 6d. per hide be laid upon every raw 
and untanned hide which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid to any place except Great Britain. | 


That a duty of 40s, be laid on every 1oolb. weight of gun- 
powder, not being of Britiſh manufacture, which ſhall be import- 


ed into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 5s. per ton be laid on all vinegar being of Bri- 
tiſh manufacture, and an additional duty of 51. 6s. per ton upon 
all other vinegar which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid ; the ſaid duty of 15s. to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all duties payable thereon by virtue of any act or 
aQs of Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, | 


That an additional duty of 208. ſterling be laid on every 100 
weight of treacle Which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time afbreſaid. | 


That an additionalguty of 6d. per yard be laid upon all fo- 
reign ſtuffs called romals, and all manufactures made of cotton, 
or of cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, painted or ſtained 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, except of the manufacture of Great Britain, France, or 
the French dominions in Europe. I \ 4; 4500 


That the 6d. per pound and all other fees which ſhall or may 
be payable to the vice-treaſurer or vice-treaſurers,"reeciver or pay- 
maſter general, clerk of the pells, or any other. officer or officers 
of this kingdom, for or on account of the iſſuing or payment of 
any ſum or ſums which ſhajl be received for or on account of the 
ſaid ſeveral aids hereby granted to his Majeſty, or for or upon 
iſſuing any ſum or ſums of money which ſhall or may be borrow- 
ed purſuant to any act of Parliament or vote of credit this ſeſſion 
of Parliament, be apphed towards railing che ſupply granted to 
bis Majeſty. Ty e | 

That a further additional duty of 51, per centum be laid upon 
all china, earthen, japanned or lacquered ware, as valued or rated 
for cuſtom by the book of rates, which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid ;, and alſo an additional duty, 
after the rate of 101, per centum on the ſeveral goods and manu- 
factures, not being of the growth and produce or, mauufacture of 
Great Britain hereinafter named, as the ſame now. ſtand rated for 


ö ele. 


cuſtom in the book of rates, or if unrated ſhall be valued + 


on oath of the importer, which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom durin the time aforeſaid, over and above all other duties 
now payable for the ſame, viz. apparcl, apples, bacon and hams, 
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| beads of glafs, chocolate, cocoa nuts, cork, capers, cloves, cur. 
rants, cheſnuts, walnuts, ſmall nuts, bugles, hulled barley, arti. 
ficial flowers, millinery wares, pearl barley, fans, hats (chip and 
ſtraw) anchovies, ſturgeon, pins, wrought ivory, olives, onions, 
prints and pictures, mace, nutmegs, wrought inkle, drugs not 
being for dyers uſe, elephants teeth, furs, all lacquered, japannee, 


gilt, painted, bronzed and enamelled ware, gloves of all ſorts, | 


. almonds, anniſeeds, cinnamon, liquorice, pepper, piamento, pruens, 
. raiſins, rice, ſaffron, ſuccards, ſuccus liquoritiz, needles, thimble;, 


outnal thread, filters thread, whited brown thread, and all other 


threads, haberdaſhery, china and earthen ware, hardware, toys, 
mermits, iron pots, ſciſſars, ſnuff, tyles, ſhot, laces of cotton, 
thread, worfted of ſilk, groceries of all kinds (except ſugars), 
oranges ind femons, lime, lemon and orange juice not being fer 
dyers uſe, tape, foreigy linens, and all manufactures of flax and 
'hemp, except the following articles, being of the growth, pro- 
dnce or manufacture of Franee, or the French dominions in Eu- 
rope, viz. apparel made of woollen, cotton or linen, glaſs and 
-glaſs ware, gauzes and millinery wares, carthen ware, porcelain 
and pottery, hard-ware, cutlery, cabinet-ware and turnery, ma- 
nufactures of iron, ſteel, copper and beaſs, and all linens made 
of flax and hemp. : : 
That a duty of 12d. be laid on every pound weight of oil and 
ſpirits-of turpentine which ſhall - be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for any greater or 
leſs quantity; the ſaid duty to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
any other duties payable thereon by any law or laws heretore made 
in this kingdom. | 


That for and upon all rofin which ſhall. be imported into this 
kingdom during the time aforcſaid, of the product of any of the 
dominions or pfantations belonging to his Majeſty, a duty be laid 
of Is. 75d. for every ore 2 weight thereof; but if not of 
the product of any of che dominions or plantations aforeſaid, and 

imported in ſhips built and navigated according to law, then a 
duty of 28. 54d. for every one hundred weight thereof; or ii 
imported in any foreign buik ſhip or veſſel, a duty of 28. 63d. for 
every one hundred weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or !efs qugntity ; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſa- 
tiofaction of all Ser duties payable thereon by any law or laws 
now in force in this kingdom. | 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all wines 

of the growth of Portugal and Madeira imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid; if filled and imported by na- 
tives, 221. 48. 8d. if filled and imperted by ſtrangers, 231. os. 
27 d. 3 if unfilled and imported by natives, 20l. 148. if unfilled 
and imported by ſtrangers, 2 Tl. 88. by the ton for every ton there. 
of, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid 
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duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 


or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by vir- 
tue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. : 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Rhe- 
viſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid ; 
if filled and imported by natives, 271. 19s. 104d. if filled and 
imported by ſtrangers, 29l. 9s. 10g d.; if unfilled and imported 
by natives, 251. 138. 102% d. if ugfilled and imported by ſtran- 


gers, 271. 0s. 105 5d. by the ton for every ton thereof, and fo 


in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to 
be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount or allow- 
ancc, and to be in heu and full ſatisfaQion of all cuſtom, exciſe 
and other duties payable to his Majeſty for the fame by virtue of 
any act or acts of Parliament herztoforg made in this kingdom. 


That the following duties ſhall bz paid for and upon all 
Spaniſh wine imported into this kingdom -during the time afore- 
ſaid; if filled and imported by natives 221. 48. 8d. if filled and 
imported by ſtrangers, 231. os. 228 d.; if unfilled and itaported 
by natives, 20l. 145. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 211. 
8s. by the ton for every ton thereof, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready 
money net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable 
to his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of Parlia- 
ment heretofore made jn this kingdom. BU On 

That during the time aforeſaid, the like duty ſhall be paid for a!l 
wines imported from the Canaries, and all other the dominions cf 
Spain, as upon Spaniſh wine; the ſaid duties to be paid down in 
ready money net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties 
payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts 
of Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 0 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all other 
wines imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, ex- 
cept wines of the growth of France, or the French dominions in 
Europe; if filled and imported by natives, 281. 98. 10 12d. if fil- 
led and imported by ſtrangers, 30l. 38. 222 d. g if unfilled and im- 
ported by natives, 26l. 28. 10283 d. if unfilled and imported by 
ſtrangers, 271. 128. 1038 fd. by the ton for every ton thereof, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; che ſaid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcouat 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by vir- 


= of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this Eing- 
om. | 
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That upon the regular exportation of wines, whether by natives 
or ſtrangers, within three years after the importation thereof to 
any place or places except the Britiſh plantations in America and 
the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
there ſliall be paid the ſeveral drawbacks ſpecified in the ſchedule 
hereunto annexed. Et; 
A Schedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of wine exported 

within three vears after the importation thereof. 


* 


| Net having paid aliens duty. 
| Filled. Unklled. 
. „ d. öl. d. 20thr, 


o 


Spaniſh, Canary, and wines 


of the dominions of | . 
Spain, Portugal and 
Madeira wine — 17 4 8 — 16 4 — — 


All other wines, except 
wines of France, or the 


French dominions in | 
7 2 
Europe. _ 43: 9 o 16 1 12 10 18; 


Having paid aliens duty. 
Filled. Unfilled / 
| J... id. 
Spaniſh, Canary, and wines 70 a 
of the dominions of | 
Spain, Portugal and * | 
Madeira wine — 16 6 10 133 15 8 — — 
All other wines, except NO 
wines of France, or the 
French dominions in | 
Europe — 23 9 10 16 21 12 10 185 


That a duty of 108. per barrel be laid upon all herrings which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom except Britiſh herrings, dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. | 


That an additional duty of zd. per pound weight be laid on all 
chocolate and cocoa nuts which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid,” „ 


That an additional duty of 21. 108. per centum be laid on all 
iron wire which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforefaid, not being of the manufacture of Great Britain, 
France, or the French dominions in Europe, | 


That an additional duty of 28. the barrel for and upon every 
thirty-two gallons of beer or ale above the price of 6s. the bar- 
rel, and 4d. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons of 
beer or ale of the price of 6s. the barrel or under, brewed within 


this Kingdom 'between the 25th day of March, 1788, and the 
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25th day of March 1789, by any common brewer, or in wh veſ- 
ſels by any other perſon or perſons who doth or do or ſhall ſell or 
tap out beer or ale publicly or privately, ſuch gallon to contain 
two hundred and ſeventy-two cubical inches and one-fourth part 
of a cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or by ſuch 
perſon or perſons reſptQtively who ſhall brew, ſell or tap out the 
ſame ; and ſo proportionably for any greater or leſs quantity. 


That a tax of 48. in the pound be laid upon all ſalaries, profits of 
employments, fees and penſions, pay able between the 25th day 
of March, 1788, ard the 25th day of March, 1799, tothe per- 
ſons wio ſhall not actually refide fix calendar months in this king- 
dom, between the ſaid 25th day of March, 1788, end the aid 
25th day of March, 1789, except the deſcendants of his Majeſ- 
ty's royal grandfather, and except the Chief Governor and his 
Secretary, and alſo except the Duke of Brunſwick, Prince Fer- 
dinand, the Duke and Dutcheſs of Athol, the repreſentatives of 
the right honourable Lord Baron Hawke of the kingdom of 
Great Britain, and George Charles, Eſq; if his Majeſt y ſhall 
think fit by his ſign manual to exempt them from the ſaid tax; 
and alſo except all officers of the army, ſo far as reſpects the pay 
ariſing from their regimental commiſſions ; and alſo except the 
half-pay officers on the eltabhſament, and the widows of olficers. 


That an additional duty of rod. per gallon for and upon every 
gallon of aqua vitæ, ſtrong waters or ſpirits made or diſtilled 
within this kingdom for ſale, be paid by the firit maker or diſtil- 


| ler thereof during the time aforcſaid, 


That an additional duty of 8d. per gallon be laid upon every 
gallon of brandy, ſtrong waters and ſpirits perfectly made, and of 
ſpirits made and diſtilled of wine not above proof, that ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, and ſo pro- 
portionably for any greater or leſs quantity; and for every gallon 
of foreign ſpirits, above the quality of ſingle ſpirits, which ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, an addi- 
tional duty ſhall be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall be charged 
thereon in proportion to the duties payable for fingle ſpirits of 
the ſame denomination, according to the comparative. degree of 
ſtrength which ſuch ſpirits ſo to be imported ſhall bear to ſingle | 


ſpirits of the ſame denomination. 


That a further additional duty of 10d. per gallon be laid on all 
rum or other ſpirits of the growth and produce of his Majeſty's 
ſugar colonies in America which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid, 


That a further additional duty of 18. 8d. per gallon be laid on 
all brandy, geneva, and all other ſpirits which ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time n —_— Ipirits of the 
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growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, 
over and above all other duties now payable for the ſame. 


Thet an additional duty of 6d. per pack be laid on all painted 
or playing cards which ſnall be manufactured or vended in this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above the preſent 
duty now payable for the ſame. l 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty a gene- 
ral letter- office or poſt · office, together with all inferior neceſſary 
offices, be continued within this kingdom from the 25th day of 
March, 1788, to the 25th day of March, 1789; and that there 
ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
for the portage and conveyance of letters and packets by the ſaid 
offices, the ſeveral rates hereafter mentioned, © 


That there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, for the port and conveyance 
of every ſingle letter or piece of paper from the office in this king- 
dom where ſuch letter or piece of paper ſhall be put in, to any 
diftance within the ſaid kingdom not excecding fifteen miles Iriſh 
meaſure, the ſum of 2d. ; and to any diftance excecding fifteen 
miles, and not exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 3d. ; and to 
any diſtance exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 4d. ; and for the 
port and conveyance of every double letter, double the ſaid ſums 
reſpectively; and of every treple letter, treble the ſaid ſums re- 
ſpeQtively ; and of every ounce welght, four times the faid ſums 
reſpectively; and ſo in proportion for any greater weight than an 
ounce, reckoning every quarter of an ounce equal to a ſingle 
letter. | F 


That every letter or packet directed from any place in this king- 
dom to any parts in Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, or received 
in this kingdom from Great Britain or any parts beyond the ſeas, 
ſhall be charged and pay according to the rates aforeſaid for its 
portage and conveyance within this kingdom from or to Dublin, 
or from or to Donaghadee, or from or to Waterford, according 
as it ſhall be reſpectiyely ſhipped from or landed in any of the ſaid 


14 


places. i 


That every letter or packet paſſing through the general poſt- 
office in che city of Dublin from any place within this kingdom 
not leſs diſtant than four miles from the ſaid office, to any place 
within the ſaid kingdom not leſs diſtant likewiſe than four miles 
from the ſaid office, ſhall þe charged and pay according to the 
diſtances in the foregoing reſolutions to Dublin, and be further 
charged and pay according to the ſame from Dublin. 


That for every letter or packet directed on board, or brought 
or ſent from on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping in any 
port within this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid, over 
and above the rates aforeſaid, the ſum of 1d. 


- 
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That towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply a penny poſt-office be con- 
tinued in the city of Dublin, for the port and conveyance of let 
ters and packets within a circuit of four miles from the general 
poſt- office in the ſame city. 


That for every letter or packet of any weight which ſhall be ſent 
to or delivered from the general poſt- office by the penny-poſt from 
or to any place not being within the limits of the ſaid city, as 
they are aſcertained and deſcribed in a map or ſurvey thereof 
made by Thomas Matthews, and depoſited in the general poſt- 
office, there ſhall be paid the ſum of 1d. over and above or exclu- 
five of the rates aforeſaid. | | 


That for the port and conveyance of any letter or packet, being 
not more than four ounces in weight, from or to any place within 
the city of Publin, by the penny palt-office, there ſhall be paid 
at the time of putting ſuch letter or packet into the office the 
ſum of id.; and for the port or conveyance of every letter or 
packet not exceeding the like weight from any place in the ſaid 
eit /, to any place outſide of the ſaid city, within the circuit of 
the penny poſt- office, or from any place outſide of the ſaid city, 
within the circuit of the penny- poſt to any place within the ſaid 
city, there ſhall be paid at the time of putting in ſuch letter or 
packet the ſum of 1d. and a further ſum of Id. on the delivery 
thereof. 333 op On 


That there ſhall be paid to bis Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
fors, for the delivery in Dublin of each Britiſh or foreign print- 
ed newſpaper, and each nos vote or proceeding in Parliament, 
arriving at the general poſt-office in Dublin, Donagbadee, or 
Waterford, without cover, or in cover open at the ſides, the ſum 
of 1d. over and above all foreign poſtage charged thereon. 


That there ſhall be paid to his Majzſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, for the port and conveyance through this kingdom of each 
printed newſpaper; directed from any part of Ireland, to any 
part of Great Britain, without covers, or in covers open at the 
ſides, the ſum of id. and no more, which ſum of id. ſhall be 
paid on the delivery of ſuch newſpaper at the poſt-office, from 
whence it is diſpatched in this kingdom. ns | 


That for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars of the growth, pro- 
duct or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the 
Weſt Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, be- 
tween the 25th day of March, 1788, and the 25th day of 
March, 1789, incluſive, there ſhall be paid down in ready mo- 
ney net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 
13s. 44d. for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom" and exciſe now 
payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 7 
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That * and upon all white ſugars of che growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſi plant rations in America or the Weſt 
Indies, which ſhall be imported into this Eingdom during the 
time aforcſaid, there ſhall be paid ,down in ready money net, 
without SCount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 11. 118. 5d. 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and 
full fatisfaRion of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, product 
or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Wel 
Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 5l. 6s. 
1049. for every 112 pounds weight thercof, and fo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
t! ereon, by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore 
made in this Kingdom. 


That for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars, not being of the 
growths product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in 
America or the Weſt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great 
Britain, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforefaid, there ſhell be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 4], 98. 
5:6, for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion 
for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and 
full fatisfa: Ttion of all ths; cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any at}, or acts of Parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all white ſugars, not being of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Welt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, which 
fall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
there ſuall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of 21. 93. 33d. for every 12 
pcuuds PEA thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 

quantity ; the ſaid duties to be in ſieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties, — and exciſe now payable the on, by virtue of any 
act or acts of Parliament herctofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all refined ſugars, not being of the growth, 
product, or manulacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Welt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, ſh.*. be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall 
be paid downinready money net, without diſcount or allowance, a 
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duty after the rate of 51. 68. 10?d. for every 112 pounds weight 

thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; 
the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, 
cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon, by virtue of any act or 
acts of Parliament beretofore made in this kingdom. 


That a duty of 11. 16s. 9 d. per hundred weight be laid on 
all refined ſugars in loaves, not being baſiards, and on all candy, 
which ſhall be imported from Great Britain during the time. 
aforcſaid, being of Britiſh manufacture, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity ; the fame to be paid down in 
ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of ail duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


That a duty be laid on all refined ſugars, ealled baſtards, and 
on all ground and powdered refined ſugars, and all refined loaf 
broke in pieces, which ſhall be imported from Great Britain 
during the time aforeſaid, being of the manufacture of Great 
Britain, after the rate of 18s. i1d. 35 1 for every hundred 
weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity ; the ſaid duty to be paid down in ready money net, without 
diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties, cuſtom and excife now payable thereon, by virtue of any 
act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. ; 


'That for and upon all fugars, not being of the growth or 
produce of the Britiſh colonies in America or the Weſt Indies, 
or of the manufacture of Great Britain, which ſhall be import- 
ed from Great Britain, during the time aforefaid, there ſhall be 
paid down 1a ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
the ſeveral duties mentioned in the annexed ſchedule reſpeRively, 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable thereon, by any act or acts of 
Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. | 


A Schedule of the reſpective duties payable upon all ſugars import- 
ed into this kingdom, not being of the growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America 
or tie Weſt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, 
with the drawbacks to be allowed on the due exportation there- 
of within three years from the time of importation. The ſaid 
duties and drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties and drawbacks. | bo 

| | PN 


Maſcovado, the hundred weight, containing 112 
pounds — —— 


* l 
White, the hundred weight, containing 112 pounds 2 
Relined, the hundred weight, containing 112 pounds 4 
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That there ſhall be allowed and repaid upan the export of all 
ſugars, not being of the growth, product or manufacture of the 
Britiſh colonies or plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, or 
of the manufacture of Great Britain, within three years after 
import, the ſeveral drawbacks in the above mentioned ſchedule, 
and no other. EN 


That all drawbacks or allowances now given by law on the ex- 
port of refined ſugars made in this kingdom do now ceaſe and be 
no longer payable ; and that in lieu of ſaid drawbacks, and for the 
encouragement of refining ſugars in this kingdom, a bounty ſhall 
be allowed and paid upon all refined ſugar which ſhall be export- 
ed from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 
11; 8s. 2d. for every hundred weight of ſuch refined ſugar ex- 
ported in the loaf, complete and whole, being net, that is to ſay, 
of one uniform whiteneſs throvghout, and which hath gone 
through the operation of two or more clays ſince it was laſt in 
the pan, and hath been properly and thoroughly dried in the ſtove 
according to the preſent practice of refining ; and after the rate 
of 128. 5d. 43 „, for every hundred weight of ſuch refined ſu- 
gar exported, called baſtards, and of all ground and powdered 
refined ſugar, and all refined loaf ſugar broke in pieces, the ſaid 
ſngar having been twice clayed and properly dried in the ſtore ; 
and likewiſe of all candy properly refined and manufactured, and 
free from dirt and ſcum, | : 


That there ſhall be paid for and upon all French wines which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom from the 25th of March, 
1788, to the 25th of March, 1789, inclufive ; if filled and im- 
ported ſubject to aliens duty, a duty of 36l. 48. 10 4d. if filled 
and imported not ſubject to aliens duty, a duty of 351. os. 44.4. ; 
if unfilled and nnported ſubject to +540, wn a duty of 33). 148. 
r 4.4. if unfilled and imported not ſubject to aliens duty, a duty 
of 32l. 128. 05*d, ſr every ton thereof, and ſq in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity. | | 


That for and upon every 1001. vatue of beer, being the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the European dominiong of the French 
King, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this king- 
dom, during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either 
country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, 
there ſhall be paid a duty of 3ol. and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or lefs value. BS | FE 


That for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer, being the 
produce and manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in hips of the built of 
either country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to 
law, thrre ſhall be paid a further duty of 4s. 1d. and ſo in pro- 
portion fur any greater or leſs quantity, 
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That for and upon every 100l. value of cabinet ware and turn- 
ery, and inſtruments of muſic, being the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French King, which ſhall be im- 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom, during the time 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty 
of fol. and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every fool. value of all articles made of 
iron or ſteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with 
other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom, during the time afore- 
ſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, own- 
ed and navigated according to law, and not exceeding in value 
2l. 148. 2d. Iriſn currency the hundred weight, there ſhall b- 
paid a duty of 51. and ſo in proportion for any greater cr leſs 
value. 5 | h 


That for and upon every 100l. value of articles made of iron 
and fteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with other 
ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the Euro- 
pean dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported di- 
realy from thence into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, 
in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned 
and navigated according to law, and exceeding in value the ſum 
of 21. 148. 2d. Iriſh currency the hundred weight; and for and 
upon every 1ool. value of all buttons, buckles, ſciſſars, knives 
and other articles of hardware and cutlery; and upon 
every 100l. value of all articles made of copper and braſs, ſepa- 
rately or mixed, or worked or mounted with other ſubſtances, 
ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the European domini- 
ons of the French king, and imported as aforeſaid, there ſhall be 
2 a duty of 10l. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 

value. : 


That for and upon every 100l. value of cottons and woollens, 
Enit or wove, including hofiery, being of the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom, during the time afore- 
ſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty 
of 121. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon all cambricks of the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom, during the time afore- 
ſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, in demi pieces, not ex- 
ceeding ſeven yards and dan Na. of a yard in length each, 
there ſhall be paid for every ſuch demi piece of ſuch cambrick, not 
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exceeding ſeven- eights of a yard in breadth, or not being above 
the value of 21. 148. 2d. Iriſh currency, a duty of 58. 5d. ; but 
if ſuch demi piece ſhall exceed ſeven-eights of a yard in breadth, 
or ſhail be above the value of 21. 14s. 2d. Iriſh currency, then a 
duty after the rate of 10]. for every 100). value of all ſuch cam- 


brick ſo Imported i in demi Pete, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon all lawns of the manufacture of the Euro- 
pean dominions of the French king, which ſhal be imported di- 
rectly from thence into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, 

in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned and 
" navigated according to law, in demi pieces, not exceeding ſeven 

yards and three- fourths of a yard in length each, there ſhall be 
paid for every ſuch demi piece of ſuch lawn, not excceding one 
yard and one quarter of a yard in breadth, or not being abore the 
value of 21. 143. 24. Iriſh currency, a duty of 53. 5d. ; but if 
ſuch demi piece ſhall exceed one yard and a quarter in breadth, or 
ſhall be above the valu- of 21; 148. 2d. then a duty after the rate of 
19l. for every 100l. value of ſuch lawa ſo imported in demi pieces, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon all linens made of flax or hemp, of the ma- 
inficure of the European domimions of the French king, which 
| ſhall be imported into this kingdom, during the time. aforeſaid, 
the following duties ſhall be paid, that is to ſay, for and upon all 
damaſk tabling, a duty of 10d. 3? 21 per yard; for and upon all 
damaſk towelling and napkining, a duty of 38. 19 11 per yard; for 
and upon all dinper tabling, a duty of 6d. £2 per yard; or and 
upon all diaper towelling and napkining, a duty of 2d. ; per 
yard; for and upon all napkins, a duty after the rate of 35, 3d. 58 
for every dozen napkins; a for and upon all linens, * otherwiſe 
herein enumerated and deſeribed, a duty of 44.5; , for each 


ell thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater er leſs quantity. 


That there be paid for and upon all ſail-cloth of the manufac- 
ture.of the European dominiohs of the French king, which ſhall 
be imported into this Kingdom during :he time aforeſaid, a duty 
df 114, os. 8d. for every 2100 l value thereof, 110 fo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100l. value of g uzes of all ſorts, 
being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French king, hich hall be imported directly from thence iuto 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of 
either country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according 


to law, there {hall be paid'a duty of tol. and ſo in proportion for 
any: greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 1001. value of porcelain earthen- 
ware and pottery, * the manufactures of the European do- 
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minions of the French king, which ſhall be imported directly 
from thence into this kingdom during the time afureſaid, in mips 
of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned aud navi- 
gated according to law, there ſhall be Paid a duty of 121. and ſo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100k. value of plate-glaſs or of glaſs- 
. ware, being of the manufacture of the Europcan dom:nions of 
the French king, which ſhail be imported directly from thence 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built 
of either country or Britith built, owned and navigated according 
10 law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 121. and ſo in Propartion for 
any greater or leſs value 


That for and upon every 1ocl. value of ſadlery, being of tlie 
manufacture of the European dominions of the French king, 
which ſhall be imported dire&ly from thence into this kingdom 
during. the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country 
or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, there 


ſhall be paid a duty of 15l. and ſo in proportion for any greater 


or leſs. value. 


That for and upon every 100l. value of millinery made up of 
muflins, lawns, cambricks or gauzes of any kind, or of any other 
articles fpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, being of the manu- 
facture of the European dominions of the French King, which 
ſnall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh 
built, owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid 
a duty of 121. and fo if proportion 2 any greater or leis value. 


That for and upon all other articles uſed in millinery, being of 
the manufacture of the European dominions of the French king, 
which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country 
or Britiſh, built, owned and navigated according to Jaw, not 
being ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, duties ſhall be paid 

as low as are or may be payable on the like articles imported from 
any other foreign Europ n nation, 


That the ſaid ſeveral duties be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable on the ſaid articles 


reſpectively by virtue of wy: law or Jaws heretofore made in this 
kingdom, a 


That all goods, wares ha merchandizes, being. of the growth, 
produce or manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, not ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, may be import- 
ed directly from thence into this kingdom during the time afore- 
laid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, own- 
ed and navigated according to law, on payment of duties as low 
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as are payable on the like articles imported from any other foreign 
European nation. | 


That from the 25th day of March, 1788, to the 25th day of 
March, 1789, a duty be laid upon all malt made in this king- 
dom, after the rate of 28. 6d. for each barrel, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity. | 


That an additional duty be laid upon all malt imported into 
this kingdom between the zcth day of March, 1788, and the 
25th day of March 1789, after the rate of 2s. 6d. by the bar- 
rel, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


It was ordered that leave be given to bring m one or more 
bill or bills purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions and the reſolutions 
of the committee of ſupply ; and that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney General, the Solici- 
tor General, Mr. Maſon and Mr. George Ponſonby do prepare 
and bring in the ſame. 

It was ordered that it be an inftruction to the committee ap- 
Pointed to prepare and bring in one or more bill or bills purſuant 
tathe reſolutions of the committee of ways and means, and the 
reſolutions of the committee of ſupply, to inſert a clauſe or 
clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt from the duties of 
pollage all letters and packets not exceeding two ounces, ſent 
from and to any place within the kingdom of Ireland during the 
fitting of any ſeſſion of Parliament, or within forty days before 
ot forty days after any ſummons or prorogation of the fame, + 
which ſhall be ſigned on the outſide thereof by any member of 
either of the two Houtes of Parliament in this kingdom, and 
whereof the whole ſuperſcription ſhall be of the hand-writing of 
ſuch member, and 6n which there ſhall be endorſed, in the ſame 
haud-writing, the month, and the day of the month and year 
when the ſame ſhall be put into any poſt-office of this kingdom, 
to be forwarded by the poſt ; the day and month to be in words 
at length ; and ſhall alſo have endorſed thereon, in the ſame hand- 
writing, the name of the pofſt-town from which the ſame is in- 
tended to be fent ; provided always that no ſuch letter of packet 
ſhall paſs free of the duty of poſtage, unleſs the member die- 
ing the ſame ſhall have actually been in the poſt-town, or withur 
the diſtrict or delivery of ſuch polt-town where ſuch letters or 
packets ſhall be put in, to be forwarded by poſt on the day of the 
date ſuperſeribed on ſuch letter or packet; and alſo except all 
letters or packets not exceeding the like weight, which ſhall, 
during the fitting of any ſcfſion of Parliament, or within forty 
days before or forty days after any ſummons or prorogation of 
the ſame, be direGed from any place in this kingdom to any 

member of either Houſe of Parliament of this kingdom, at the 
place where he ſhall actually be at the time of the 2 thereof, 
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or at any of. his uſual places of reſidence, or at the Houſe of Par- 
liament of which he is a member; and alſo except all letters and 
packets directed from and to any place within this Kingdom to his 
Majeſty's Lieutenant General or other Chief Govetnor or Go- 
vernors of Ireland, his Majeſty's principal Secretary of State for 
the kingdom of Ireland, the Chief Secretary of the ſaid Lieu- 
tenant General or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ire- 
land, the ſecretary for the provinces of Ulſter and Munſter, the 
under ſecretary and firit clerk for the civil department in the ſaid 
chief ſecretary's office, the under ſecretary and firft clerk for the 
military department in the office of the ſaid chief ſecretary, or 
to his Majeſty's poit-maſter general of this kingdom, the ſecre- 
tary of the ſaid general poſt- office, the comptroller of the ſort- 
ing office in the ſaid general poſt-office, and ſurveyors of the ſaid 
general poſt- office, all for the time being; and letters and packets 
ſent from any of the ſaid officers, ſigned, ſuperſcribed and dated 
as aforeſaid, from and to any place in this kingdom, which re- 
late to the bufineſs of their reſpeCtive offices, or. their own pri- 
vate concerns only; alſo all · printed votes or proceedings in Par- 
lament, or printed newſpapers, being ſent by the poſt without 
covers, or in covers open at the ſides, which ſhall be ſigned on 
the outſide thereof by any member of Parliament, at any place 
within this kingdom whereof he ſhall have given notice in 
writing to the poſt-maſter general, or be ſent by certain officers 
in the office of his Majeſty's poſt-maſter general, who ſhall he 


thereunto licenſed by the ſaid poſt-maſter general. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that every 
ſingle letter or piece of paper with patterns of filk, tuff, cot- 
ton or any other goods or commodities whatſoever incloſed 
therein, containing ſuch writing only as reſpects ſuch patterns, 
and not weighing in the whole more than one ounce, ſhall be 
charged and pay poſtage as a double letter only. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that all Britifl 
or foreign printgd newſpapers, printed votes or proceedings in 
Parliament, which ſhall be ſent from parts beyond the ſeas in 
covers open at the ſides, or without covers, ſhall be charged and 
pay to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſum of id. and 
no more, for the port and conveyance of each newſpaper, printed 
vote or proceeding. - | | | 

It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that there (hall 
be paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the port and 
conveyance through this kingdom of each printed newſpaper, 
directed from any part of Ireland to any part of Great Britain, 


without covers, or in covers open at the ſides, the ſum of 1d. 
Vor. VIII. | 
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in a great meaſure, tend to annihilate the woollen trade of this 
country; and therefore praying a temporary relief. 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of che whole 

Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further of ways and 

means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the following 
reſolutions : 


| Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 3 


That a duty of 15. 3d. be laid upon every pound of raw filk, 
not being the produce of America, which ſhall be imported into 
thas kingdom from any place whatſoever after the 25th day of 
March, 1788, until the 25th day of March, 789; the ſaid. 
duty to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe and 
other duties whatſoever payable for the ſame by virtue of any act 
or acts of Parliament heretofore made in th's kingdom. 


That durin the time aforeſaid an allowance be paid on the 
exportation of all ribbands or ſtuffs made in this kingdom of ſilk 
ouly, after the rate of 3s. the pound weight avoirdupoiſe; and 
of all filks.and ribbands made in this kingdom of filk mixed with 
gold and ſilver, after the rate of 4s. per pound weight; and of 
all filk ſtockings, filk gloves, fringes, laces, ſtitching and ſewing 
filk made in this kingdom, after the rate of 1s. Tr: per pound 
weight; and of all ſtuffs made in this . filk and gro- 
gram yarn, after tbe rate of 8d. per pound wei and of all ſtuffs 
made in this kingdom of ſilk mixed with 1 - 75 or cotton, aſter 
the rate of rs. the pound weight; and of all ſtuſſs made in this 
kingdom of filk and worſted, after the rate of 6d. per pound 
weight ; and of all wrought or manufactured gold or filver plate 
made in this * after the rate of 6d. for every ounce 
weight. * 


„That for and upon al ſpeckle wood of the growth of Africa; 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from thence during 
the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty of 48. 9 d. for every one 
hundred weight thereof; and if imported from Great Britain, 

a duty of 48. 5 . d. for every one hundred weight, and fo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity thereof; the ſaid duties 
to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe 
pax able thereon by virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in 
this kingdom; and that upon the export thereof within three 
years after import, there ſhall be allowed and repaid a drawback 
of equal amount to the duties e charged RT on the 
import of ſuch ſpeckle wood. 


That Ge: and upon all beaver ſkins of the W the Britiſh 
plantations in America, which ſhall be imported into this King- 
dom during tbe time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready 
money uct, without diſcount or allowanee, a duty after the rate 
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of gs. 03d. for every five ſcore of ſkins, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs number, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
cuſtom, duties and excife payable thereon, by virtue of any act 
or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all beaver wool cut and combed, the pro- 
duce and manufacture of ſaid plantations, which ſhail be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid 
down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty 
after the rate of 178. 105d. for every pound weight thereof, 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable 
thereon by any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; 
and that the ſaid duty ſhall be fully drawn back and repaid on due 
exportation thereof within three years after importation. 


That for and upon all cotton wool of the growth or produce 
of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Welt Indies, which 
ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in 
any other than Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after 
the rate of 51. 198. 2d. for every 100l. value thereof, and ſo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs value, in lieu and full ſatiſ- 
faction of all duties and cuſtom payable on the ſame by virtue of 
any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all beaver wombs which ſhall have been 
imported from the ſaid plantations or ſettlements, and which ſhall 
be afterwards exported from this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſ- 
count or allowance, a duty after the rate of gl. os. 6*d. tor five 

unds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for auy greater or 
Jeſs {s quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and cuſtom 
payable thereon by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament hereto- 
fore made in this kingdom. | 


That for and upon every piece of white woollen cloth, called 
broad cloth, of the manufacture of Ireland, which fhall be ex- 
ported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, to any of the 
ſaid plantations or ſettlements, there ſhall be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty of 58. 115d, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all duties and cuſtom payable thereon by virtue 
of any act or acts of Parliament mods 1 in this kingdom, except 
the alnage duty. 5 


That from and after the 25th * of ba: 1 788, no cuſtom, 
ſubfidy or duty whatſoever, ſhall be payable on the export to any 
place whatſoever of logwood of the growth or produce of the 
Britiſh ſettlements in America or the Weſt Indies, provided the 
fame be ex ported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, nor upon lead ore 
exported to Great Britain. 


118 PARLIAMENTARY Ts. 6, 


That the ſeveral ſubſidies, duties and cuſtoms, except the al- 
nage duties heretofore payable upon the export of any goods and 
merchandizes of the growth, product and manufacture of this 
kingdom be taken off, except on ſkins, hides of all forts, coney- 
hair or wool, hares wool, hair of al! forts, horns, live cattle of 
all ſorts, aſhes, bacon, beef, pork, butter, greaſe, guts, hogs lard, 
tallow, tongues, bones not manufactured, flax-ſeed, hemp-ſeed, 
linen yarn, linen rags or ſhreds, rape cakes, ſoapers waſte or 
other manure, tin unwrought, weld, wax or woad, and proviſions 


of all forts. 


That no ſubſidy, cuſtom or duty whatſoeyer ſhall be raiſed, levied 
or paid on the export of any goods or merchandizes, the product or 
manufacture of this Eingdom, to the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 
rica, the Weſt Indies or the Britiih ſettlements on the coaſt of 
Africa, except on the ſeveral articles mentianed in the foregoing 

reſolution, and on iron and iron wares, leather tanned, dreſſed or 
tawed, ſhreds and points of leather, pelts, vellum and parch- 
ment, ſoap, hops, allum, lead, lead ore, copperas, coals, wool 
cards, white woollen cloth, lapis calaminaris, glue and litharge 
of lead. . 8 5 | 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1788, no cuſtom, 
duties or ſubſidy whatever ſhall be payable on the importation of 
any wood called ebony, being the growth or produ of Africa, 
imported directly from thence or from Great B:icaia ; any un- 
wrought timber, or timber lumber, of the growth or produce of 
America or the Weſt Indies; any wrought timber not being a 
maſt, yard or bowſprit ; any wood or plank being the growth or 
produce of America or the Weſt Indies, and imported from 
thence or Great Britain ; any cotton wool, indigo, cochineal, 
Brazil or Fernambuca wood, logwood, brazilletto or Jamaica 
wood, Nicaragua wood, red or Guinea wood, Sapan wood, ma- 
hogany or other wood, the product of America or the Weſt 
Indies; any wood for dyers uſe imported from any place, except 
ſpeckle wood of the growth of Africa; any whale fins, train oil 
or blubber, the produce of whales taken or caught in any part of 
the ocean by and imported in any ſhip or veſſel belonging to any 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, Great Britain, Guern- 
ſey, Jerſey, or the Iſle of Man; any raw or undreſſed goat 
ins imported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips navigated according to law 
from any port or place whatever; any raw or undreſſed ſeal ſkins 
taken by the crews of veſſels belonging to and fitted out from this 
kingdom, Great Britain, Jerſey, Guernſey or the Iſle of Man, 
whereof the captain or maſter and three-fourths. of the mariners 
at the leaft are his Majeſty's ſubjects, or by perſons employed by 
the maſter or owner of ſuch veſſels; any raw ſilk of the growth 
or culture of his Majeſty's colonies and plantations in America 
any pig or bar iron made in America, and imported from thence 
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or from Great Britain; any ſago powder or vermicelli imported 
from America or Great Britain, being the produce of America; 
any raw or undreſſed hides of ſteers, cows or other cattle whatever, 
except of horſes, marcs or geldings, imported from America or 
from Great Britain, being the produce of America; or any un- 
dreſſed hemp or flax, being the produce of Gieat Britain, and 
imported from thence ; or any undreſſed hemp or flax from any 
place whatever; any law, flatute or uſage to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. 


That all goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the 
Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa ſhall pay the ſame and 
no other duties as the like goods imported from the Britiſh plan- 
tations in America ſhall be ſubject to, except where it is other» 
wiſe particularly provided; and that a like amount of duty be 
drawn back on their exportation from this kingdom. 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1788, all duties 
whatever paid on the importation of any callicoes or muſlins ſhall 
be fully drawn back and repaid on due exportation to any Britiſh 
ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa; and if ſuch callico be export- 
ed to Africa without having been printed, ſtained, painted or 
dyed in Great Britain, the exporter ſhall be paid, over and above 
the ſaid duties, after the rate of 21. 3s. 4d. for every 100l. value 
thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch goods ſhall 
have been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, and fo 

in proportion for any greater or leſs value ; and if ſuch callicocs 
be exported to any Britiſh plantation in America or the Weſt In- 
dies, without having been printed, painted, {tained or dyed in 
Great Britain, ſo much of the duties paid on the importation ſhall 
be retained as ſhall amount to 21. 19s. 7d. upon every ſuch 100, 
ralue thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch ſhall have 
been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs value ; and if ſuch callicoes ſhall 
have been printed, ſtained, painted or dyed in Great Britain, and 
ſhall be exported to the Britiſh plantations in America or the 
Weſt Indies, fo much of the dutics paid on importation ſhall be 
retained as ſhall amount to 5l. 2s. 11d. upon every 100l. value 
thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch goods ſhall 
have been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value, 


That on the exportation of. tea to any Britiſh colony or plan- 
tation iu America or the Weft, Indies, within three years from 
the importation thereof, the exporter ſhall receive a drawback of 
the whole of the duties paid upon the importation thereof; and 
on the exportation of tea to any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt 
of Africa, ſo much of the duties paid upon importation ſhall be 
retained as ſhall amount to 131. 10s. 10d. upon every 100l. value 
thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch tea ſhall have 
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been publtely ſold at the Eait India Company's ſales ; and if the 
duties paid on the importation of ſuch teas do not amount to the 
{aid ſum of 131. 10s. 10d. for every ſuch 100l. eiue, the exporter 
thereof ſhall pay a duty, which with the duties paid upon the im- 
portation, ſhall amount to the ſaid ſum of 13s. 108. 10d. for 
every ſuch tool. value, the exporter thereof ſhall pay a duty, 
which with the duties paid upon the importation, ſhall amount to 
the ſaid ſum of 131. 10s. 10d. for every ſuch 1o0ol. value. 


That for and upon the ſeveral articles mentioned in the annex- 
ed ſchedule, No. I. of the growth, product or mauufacture of any 
of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, and 
which ſhall be imported thence or from Great Britain, duriag 
the time afortſaid, the ſeveral duties reſpectively ſet forth in the 
ſaid ſchedule, upon the reſpeRive quantities contained and expreſ- 
ſed in the faid ſchedule ; and upon the exportation of the goods, 
warez and merchandizes, the growth, product or manufacture of 
this kingdom, mentioned in the ſaid ſchedule, to any of the ſaid 
Britiſh colonies or plantations, the ſeveral duties in the ſaid ſche- 
dule mentioned, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity ; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money net, and to 
be in lieu and full fatisfaQtion of all duties, euſtom and exciſe pay- 
able thereon by virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in this 
kingdom; and that upon the export of any ſuch goods within 
three years after import, the ſeveral drawbacks in the ſaid ſche- 
dule mentioned, and no other, ſhall be reſpectively allowed and 
repaid to the perſon or perſons exporting the ſame. L 


That for and upon every -gallon of foreign ſpirits mentioned in 
the annexed ſchedule, No. II. which ſhall be exported from this 
kingdom to any Þritiſh colony or plantation in America or the 
Weſt Indies, oi to any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa, 
during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid the ſeveral duties 
reſpectively fet forth in the ſaid ſchedule, N 


That the ſeveral and reſpective drawbacks mentioned in the 
annexed ſchedules, No. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. ſhall 
be allowed and paid to any merchant or trader duly exporting the 
ſeveral wines in the ſaid ſchedules reſpectively mentioned, for 
erery tun of ſuch wines, and ſo in proportion for any greater or 
leſs quantity. PEE, 


SCHEDULE, No. I. 


A Schedule of the net duties payable upon the importation into 
this kingdom of the ſeveral articles following, of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Weſt Indies, whether imported directly from the ſaid Plan- 
tations er from Great Britain; and the draw backs to be allowed 
on the exportation thereof from this kingdom; alſo the net du- 
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ties payable on the exportation of goods, wares and merchan- 


dize of the growth, product or manufacture of this kingdom, 
to the ſaid Britith plantations, 


Duty on im- Duty on im- 
portation portation 
from Ame- from Great 


SKINS and FURS, viz.. rica or the Britain, and 
| Weſt Indies. drawback on 


exportation, 
1. % A: & 
Armin, or Ermin ſkins, undreſſed, 
the timber, containing 40 fkins — 11 11 — 10 10 
Badger ſkins, undteſſed, the piece — — 71 — — 65 
Bear ſkins, white, undreſſed, the piece — 11 11 — 10 10 
Bear ſkins of any other colour, un- 
dreſſed, the piece — — 5 11 — 5 5 
Beaver wombs, the piece — — 522 — — — 
Buck or deer a undteſſed, the 5 
ſſfin — — 94 — — 87 
Buck or deer king, Indian, half deck. ; | 
ed, the pound - — — 42 — — 4% 
| Calabar ſkins, tawed, the timber, | 
containing 40 ſkins + = — 2 5x — 2 2 
Calabar ſkins, untawed or undreſſed, 
the timber, containing 40 ſkins — 1113 — 1 97 
Calve ſkins, tanned, the pound — — 44 —— — 
Cat ſkins, undreſſed, the hundred 
ſkins - - — 11 11 — 10 10 — 
Coney ſkins, the Dank — — — 322 — — 32 
Deer ſkins, vide buck ſkins. a 
Dog fiſh ſkins, undreſſed, the dozen — 2 2 — 1 10+ 
Dog ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — — 222 — — 228 
Elk ſkins, undreſſed, the Kin = — I 92 — 77 
Ermin, vide Aizadn. 
Fiſher ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 1 52 1 
Fitches, undreiſed, ne. con- ? 
taining 40 ſkins — 11 — * 
Fox ſkins, black, undreſſed, the ſkin 2 : 7 2 4 a, 
Fox ſkins, of all other ſorts, undref- 
ed, the ſkin — — — — 43 — — 42 
Goat ſkins, tanned, the dozen 1 — — — 
Hare ſkins, veel; the 120 ſkins — — 1112 — — 105 
Huſſe ſkins, undreſſed, the ſkin — — 23 — — 145 


Kid ſkins, dreſſed, tlie hundred con- 


taining 5 ſcore 1 RR 
Kid ſkins, 1 in the hair, the "REF BPY | = 8 
containing 5 ſcore - 1 — 10x — 6 9 
Lamb ſkins, undreſſed, in the wool, au 
the 120 £ — _ 


N 
— 
ON 
| 
wi 
© 
bom 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 


portation portation 
from Ame- rom Great 


SKINS and FURS, viz. rica or the Britain, and 
| Weſt Indies. drawback on 
exportation, 


ET” no SP 
Lamb ſkins, dreſſed in allum, the 


hundred, containing 5 ſcore — 15 10} — 6 35 
Lamb ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the hun- 
- dred, containing 5 ſcore — 2 3 13 53 
Siink lamb ſkins, undreſſed, in the 

wool, the 120 - — 1 5 — 1 4 
Leopard {kins, undreſſed, he piece — 7 514 — 6 9: 
Lion ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 21154 — 2 85 
Martins, or r undreſſed, the 

timber, containing 40 ſkins 2 19 7. 2 14 2 
Martins, or Martrans * undteſſ- | 

ed, the 120 — II 11 — 10 10 
Mink ſkins, tawed, the amber con- | 

taining 40 keins 1 0 Oe 
Mink ſkins, untawed or "Py | 

the timber, containing 40 ſkins n — 16-3 
Mole ſkins, undreſſed, the dozen —_— — 24 — — 12 
Mooſe ſkias, undreſſed, the piece — 2 1 — 2-8 
Muſquaſh ſkins, undreſſed, the hun- | 

dred ſkins — — — 4 107 — 13 62 
Otter fkins, undreſſe q, the piece — 1 6, — 1 47 
Ounce ſkins, undrefſed, the piece — 3 % 1 4 
Panther ſkirs, undreſſed, the piece — 5 114 — nx 
Pelts of goats, dreſſed, the dozen — 2 113 — 3 8 
Pelts of goats, undreſſed, the dozen — 1 53 — 1 47 
Pelts of all other forts, undreſſed, 

the hundred — 8 115. — 8 1+ 
Raccoon ſkins, ki the too 

ins : — 14 10F — 13 6; 
Sables, undreſſed, the rimber, con- | | 

taining 49 kins 8 18 9 tn 6 
Sables tails, or tips of ſable, undreſT- 

ed, the piece —— 712 — — 621 
Sheep ſkins, undreſſed, in the wool, | 

the dozen — — 103 — — 82 
Sheep ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the do: — g 1+ — 2 85 
Sheep ſkins, otherwiſe dreſſed, . 

8 dozen — 2 32 — 1 95 

Squirrel ſkins, undreſſed, vide Ca- | 

labar ſkins | 
Swan ſkins, undreſſed, the plece — — 1115 — — 10 
Tyger ſkins, und the piece — 2113 — 2 dr 
Wealcl ſkins, undreflcg, the 10 — — 1144 — — 105 
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| Duty on im- 
portation 
from Ame» 
I. rica or the 
Weſt Indies. 
| EG & «> 
Wolf ſkins, tawed, the piece — 114 
Wolf ſkins, untawed or undreſſed, 5 
the piece - - — 6 105 
Wolverings, undreſſed, the ſkin — 3 95 
Cow or ox hides, tanned, the pound — — 5552 
Elk, vide ſkins. 
Of horſes, mares, or geldings, in the 
hair, the piece ” — 2 84 
— —— , tanned, - 
the pound 8 5 
Indian hides, undreſſed, the piece — 1 3, 
Loſh hides, the pound — * 10 
Gum arabic, or gum Senega, the C 
hundred weight = — - G6þ 
Cotton Wool = 5 . 
Indigo : | 
Molaſſes, the hundred weight — 3 3 
Pitch | the laſt, containing 12 bar- 
T rels, each barrel not ex- 
2 ceeding 31 gallons „ 
b | 6 inches in diameter, and 
| under 8 inches, the maſt — 1 25 
Maſts 8 inches in diameter, and a 
c under 12 inches, the maſt — 3 73 
| 12 inches in diameter, 
and upwards, the maſt — 23 
Yards and bowſprits to pay as maſts, 
Turpentine, the hundred weight — 2 52 
Jron unwrought, the ton 3 — 105 
Rice, the hundred weight, contain- 
ing 112 lb. — 7113 
Ginger, the hundred weight, con- 
taining 112 lb. — — — 1 
Piamento, the pound 5 — — 34 
imported with proper : 
Pot Aſhes certificates, free; | 
Pearl Aſhes but on failure there- | 
| of, hundred weight — 2 5+ 
Hops, the hundred weight - - 6 8 dz 
Copper ore, the hundred weight = — — 93 


Raw Silk, imported with proper 
certificates, free. 
Beaver wool, free, 


x23 


Duty on im- 


portation 
from Great 
Britain, and 
drawback on 


exportation. 
4% 
— 8. 1+ 
— 6 23 
— 3 48 
— — — 
— 
WE 1 Ir; 


— 2 105 
— 10 62 
. 
— 3 4 
— 6 83 
* 
2 17 — 
1 
— 1 44 


4 10 3z 
—_ ys 
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Beaver Wool, cut and combed, the 
pound a 
Brazil or Fernambuck 
wood for dyers uſe, the 
hundred weight 
Braziletto or Jamaica 
wood, for dyers uſe, 
the hundred weight 
Fuſtick, for dyers uſe, the 
| hundred weight 
Logwood, for dyers uſe, 
| f the hundred weight 
Wood 4 Nicaragua wood, for dyers 
- þ uſe, the hundred weight 
Red or Guinea wood, for 
dyers uſe, the hundred 
weight 
Wood for dyers uſe, not 
otherwiſe rated, - the 
hundred weight 
But if regularly imported, 
entered and landed, du- 
ty free 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 

portation portation from 
from Ame- Great Britain, 
rica or the and drawback 


Weſt Indies. on ex porta- 


tion. 


. 
— 17104 — — — 
35 nba 
— 3 10112 — — — 
. 
— 1 11 — — — 
— 1 34 ——_ a 
; * 
0 
* 


Train oil, or Blubber, or fiſp oil of Britiſh or Iriſh fiſhing, 


Viz, 
Of Greenland, and parts adjacent, 
the ton, containing 252 gallons 
Of Greenland, gnd parts adjacent, 
taken by any ſhipping belonging 
to his Majeſty's colonies or plan- 
tations, and imported in ſuch 
ſhipping, the ton, containing 252 
gallons 
Of Greenland, and parts adjacent, 
taken by any ſhipping belonging 
to his Majeſty*s colonies or plan- 
tations, and imported in ſhipping 
belonging to Great Biz:am or Ire- 


land, the ton, containing 252 gal- 


tons - 


Of Newfoundland, and like ſort, the 


ton, containing 252 gallons 


Of Newfoundland, and like fort, 


taken by ſhipping belonging to 
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Duty on im- 


any of his Majeſty's colonies or 
plantations, and imported in ſuch 
ſhipping, the ton, containing 
252 gallons - - 

Of Newfoundland, and like ſort, 
taken by ſhipping belonging to 
any of his Majeſty's colonies or 
plantacions, and imported in ſhip- 
ping belonging to Great Britain or 
Ireland, the ton, containing 252 
gallons — - - | 

Oil, head matter, orother produce 
of whales or other creatures liv- 


ing in the ſeas, taken and caught 


in any part of the ocean by the 
crew of any ſhip or veſſel built in 
Great Britain, Ireland, or the 
Ilands of Guernſey, Jerſey, or 
Man, wholly ewned by his Ma- 
Jeſty's ſubjects uſually reſiding 
therein reſpectively, may, on im- 
portation, be admitted to entry, 
and landed without payment of 
any duty whatever 


portation 


from Ame from Great 
rica or the Britain, and 
Weſt Indies. drawback on 
exportation, 
4. -i 
— 14 ᷣ(u EY 
— 10 812 — 9 If, 
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Duty on im- 
portation 


WHALE FINS vin. 


Of Britiſh or Iriſh fiſhing, imported in 
ſhips belonging to any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies or plantations, the 
ton, containing twenty hundred 
weight - - - 

Of Britiſh or Iriſh fiſhing, imported 
in ſhipping belonging to Great 
Britain or Ireland, the ton, cou- 
taining twenty hundred weight 

Fins of whales, taken and caught 
in any part of the ocean by the 
crew of any ſhip or veſſel built in 
Great Britain, Ireland, or the Iſ- 
lands of Guernſey, Jerſey,or Man, 
wholly owned by his Majeſty's 


ſubjeQs uſually reſiding therein 


teſpectively, are, upon importa- 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 
portation portation 
from Ame- from Great 

rica or the Britain, and 
3 Weſt Indies. drawback on 
exportation. 


. 


tion, to be admitted to entry, and 
landed without payment of any g 
duty whatever. 


o U T. W A'R D 8. 


Hides, calve ſkins, kip ſkins, tanned or tawed, and 
not dreſſed in oil, and ſheep ſkins tanned for 


gioves, or baſil, the hundred weight — — 6 17 
Hides dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight . 
8 K a I N 83 V 1 Z 
Calve ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight 1 8 —+£ 

Black coney ins, with or without filyer hair, for | 
every 6 ſcore ſkins — — — — 2 10 
Goat ſkins, tawed, the hundred; containing 6 ſcore x 18 
Goat ſkins, tanned with for bets 8 foors 0 | 
- every core ſking— 19 — 
— for ee Je — 4 
the hundred, containing 6 ſcore — — 2 8 
" tawed; and not tanned or 
drefſed ia oil, the hun- 
4 dred weight — — — 4 25 
Lamb | and beſides if4 tanned for gloves or bafil, 
ſkins 7 the hutidred weight — 5 —2 
| dreſſed in oil, the hun- | 
* Cdred weight =: — 10 1+ 
tawed, and not tanned or dreſſed in oil, | 
| the hundred weight , — — — 5 32 
Sheep] tanned for roans, and not dreſſed in oil, 
fins the hundred weight | .— — — 7 085 
dreſſed in ail, the hundred weight — — 11 2+ 
Pelts, the hundred, containing 3 ſcore — — 3 73 


SCHEDULE, No. II. 


A ſchedule of the additional duties to be paid per gallon, on 
the exportation of foreign ſpirits to the Britiſh colonies or plan- 
tations in America or Africa, over and above the duty paid on 


the importation thereof. oy 
e 1 


For every gallon of ſingle rum or ſpirits of the 
produce of che Britiſh colonies or plantations — — 1015 
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For every gallon of ſingle brandy or geneva, or 


foreign rum — 


For every gallon of cordial water, ſtrong water, or 
other ſpirits, ſingle — — 3 
For every gallon of rum or ſpirits of the Britiſh 


— 3 EE 634 


colonies or plantations, above proof, ſo much in 
addition to the duties paid on import as will 


amount in the whole to 


For every gallon of brandy, geneva, or foreign 


— — 2 


rum, above proof, ſo much in addition to the 
duties paid on import as will amount in the 


whole to — 


For every gallon of cordial water, ſtrong water, 


— — 


or other ſpirits, above proof, ſo much in addition 
to the duties paid on import as will amount in 


the whole to — 


All pieces or parts of ſkins, tawed or tanned, and 


not dreſſed in oil, for every twenty ſhillings 


value thereof, on oath 


All pieces or parts of ſkins drefſed in oil, for every 

twenty ſhillings value thereof, on oath _ — 
And beſides, the hundred weight — — 6 as 
Fur, called grey rabbit fur, or coney hair, the 


pound _ 


— — — — 7 
Kids hair, for every twenty ſhillings value thereof, * 
on oath „ — — — 1 — 
Parchment, the dozen — __ — 1 72 
Vellum, the dozen — — — 3 3 
Lapis calaminaris, the ton — — 


SCHEDULE, No. III. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of French wine ex- 
ported to the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America and the 
Weſt Indies, according as the fame has been imported by 
wholefale merchants, for ſale, filled or unfilled, having been 
imported in Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly ex- 
ported within three years after the importation thereof—T he 
ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all draw- 


backs. 


Having been imported in Britiſh 
or Iriſh ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled, 
f. 5s. d. 2oths. (. 5. d. 20ths. 
21 -4 6 4. a3 .16 212 


Having been imported in foreign 
: ſhipping. 
Filled, Unfilled. 
4. 4. d. ile. {. 5. d 0. 


l 


47 406: 4: 571-4 


SCHEDULE, No. IV. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of French wine ex- 
ported to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, accord- 
ing as the {ame has been imported by wholeſale merchants for 


" — Ke ‚—·ÜOÜʒẽ—kn , 23 
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ſale, filled or unfilled, having been imported in Britiſh, Iriſh, 

or foreign ſhipping, if regularly ex ported within three years after 

the importation thereof.— The ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all other draw backs. | 


Having been imported in Britiſh 
or Irith ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled. 


Having been imported in foreign 
ſhipping. 
Filled. : Unfilled. 


C. . d. 20thi. C. 3. d. zb. . . 5. d. 20ths; . 5. d. 20tbs, 


i6 13 7 14 14 542 (3-7 i 14-20: 16.4 14 


SCHEDULE, No. V. 
A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every con of Rheniſh, Ger- 


many or Hungary wine, exported to the Britiſh plantations or 
colonies in America or the Weſt Indies, according as the ſame 
has been imported by wholeſale merchants for fale, filled or 
unfilled, in Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly ex- 
ported within three years after the importation thereof. — The 
ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and ſatisfaction of all drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in foreign 
or Iriſh ſhipping. | tipping. | 
Filled. _ Unbfilled. Filled, Unfilled. 

4. „. 20tbs. Ls . d. ee 5. . ac. C. 1 f. gorhs. 


25 12 — 144 23 3 9 821 22 12 6 144 20 11925 


8 CHE DU UL RE, No Vs::. ; 
A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Rheniſh, Ger- 


meny-or Hungary wine, exported to the Britiſh ſettlements on 

the coaſt of A'rica, according as the ſame has been imported 

by wholctale merchants for fale, filled or onfilled, in British, 

Iriſh or foreign ſbipping, if regularly exported within three 

years after the importation thereof. — The ſaid drawbacks to be 
im lieu and fatisfaction of all drawhacks, 


Having been imported in Bri 


| ö Having been imported in foreign 
.  -.or iriſh ſhipping. . ſkipping. 
Filled. Untitled. Filled. Unfilled. 


L. 5. . 20ths. L. 5. d. 20ths. ib, . i. d. acib. 
11 1 2 47 8 12 10 1577 K+ at 5 10 2 192; 


SCHEDULE, No. VII. 

A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Portugal or 
Madcira Wine, Spanith and Canary wine, and all other wine 
of the dominions of Spain, exported to the Britrfh colonies or 
plantations in America and the Welt Indies, according as the 
ſame has been 1mported by wholeſale merchants for ſale, 
biled.or untiiled, in Eritiſh, Jriſh or foreign ſbipping, if regu- 
laily exported within three years after the importation thereof. 


H: 


Filled. Unfilled. 


19 14 163 18 3 5 63 


Filled. — Unhlled. 
10 — 2 63 8 9 6 63 
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— The ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
drawbacks. 


4 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in foreign 


or Iriſh ſhipping. ſlipping. 
Filled, | Unfilled. 
L. 1. d. adhs, = de 090 


4 9g. 2 
SCHEDULE, No. VIII. 


c. d. 2oths. C. s. d. 20ths. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Portugal or 
Madeira wine, Spaniſh and Canary wine, and all other wine of 


the dominions of Spain, exported to the Britiſh ſettlements on 
the coaſt of Africa, according as the ſame has been imported 
by wholeſale merchants for fale, filled or unfilled; in Britiſh, 
Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly exported within three 

ears after the importation thereof.—The ſaid drawbacks te be 
in lieu and full GatisfaQtion of all drawbacks. 


ſhipping. © 
. Filled. Unjfilled. 
5. d. 20ths, C. 5: d. 20ths, | L. 5. d.20ths, L. s. d. zothy, 
8 Yo 1 n . 
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or Iriſh ſhipping; 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in foreign 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of all other wine 


exported to the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America and 
the Weſt Indies, according as the fame has been imported by 
wholeſale mei chants for ſale, filled or unniled, in Britiſh, Irith 
or foreign ſhipping, if regularly exported within three years 
after the importation thereof. The ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in foreign 
or Iriſh ſbipping. © _ ſhipping. 
Filled. Unſilled. Filled. Unfilled. 


K. 5. diaoths, (. . d. 20th;, | {. #5. d. a, l, 
27 7 10 145, 24 18 6 637 J 26 2 2 1 23 93 1934 


8 CHE DU L. E. No. X. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of all other wine 


exported to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coalt of Africa, ac- 
cording as the ſame has been imported by wholeſale merchants 
for ſale, filled or untilled, in Britith, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, 
if regularly ex ported within three years after the importation 
theteof.— The ſaid draw backs to be in lieu and ful} ſatisfaction 
of all drawbacks. | | 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in foreign 
or Iciſh thipping. ſhipping. 
Filled.  Unbilled. Filled. - Unhiled. 


L. . d. 20ths. L. 5s d.zoths. | L. 5. d. 20ths, . 5. d. 20ths, 
17 1311 1,5, 15 4 6 1974] 16 8 3 1 1315 4 1957 
Yor, VIII. | K 
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That bounties ought to be given on all plain Triſh linens and 


on all Iriſh linens and Iriſtr callicoes, and cotton mixed with linen, 
printed, nes ſtained or dyed in this kingdom, being the 
breadth of twenty-five inches or more, and not exceeding when 
plain and unpainted, unſtained, unprinted or undyed, the value 
of 18. 73d. per yard; and alſo on Iriſh diapers and huckabacks, 
ſheetings and other linens above yard wide, and not exceeding 
IS. 75d. the ſquare yard in value, which ſhall be ex ported from 
this kingdom to Africa, America, the Weſt Indies, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Gibraltar or Minorca, between the 25th day of March, 
1788, and the 25th day of March, 1789, mcluſive, after the 
rates following, that is to ſay; a bounty of 5d. per yard for all 
under the value as aforeſaid of 5d. per yard; and a bounty of 
1d. per yard for all of the value of 5d. and under 6d. the yard; 
and a bounty of 15d. per yard for all of the value of 6d. and 
under the value of 1s. 735d. the yard; and a bounty of 3d. per 
yard for all chequed and ſtriped linen not exceeding 1s. 75d. nor 
under 7d. per yard in value; and a bounty of 13d. for every 
ſquare yard of diapers, huckabacks, ſheetings, and other liners 
- upwards of a yard in breadth, not excceding td. the ſquare 
yard in value; and a bounty of 63d. for every three ells of Iriſh 
made ſail- cloth or canvas fit for or made into ſails, which ſhall be 
exported by way of merchaudize to any place except Great Bri- 
tain, France, or the French dominions in Europe, during the 
time aforefaid, ,and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tities; the value of all ſuch linen, if painted, ſtained, ſtamped 
or dyed, or of ſuch callicoes and cottons mixed with linen, where- 
upon they are to be reſpectively intitled to the bounties aforeſaid, 
to be deemed their valve when'in a plain tate, and excluſive of 
ſuch painting, ſtaining, ſtamping or dying. 


That in order to encourage the growth of flax ſced in this king- 
dom it will be expedient to diſcontinue all bounties on the import 
of foreign ſeed, and to give bounties to encourage the cultivation 
of it at home. 


That there be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſ- 
ty, bis heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, an addi- 
tional impolt or duty after the rate of 5l. per centum on the pro- 
duce or amount of the duties payable on all teas and wines im- 
ported, except wines of the growth of Spain, Portugal or Madei- 
ra, and of France, or the French dominions in Europe, and on 
the amount of the cuſtoms inwards, import exciſe, additional and _ 
other duties, Fwhich ſhall be due and payable to his Majefty, his 
| heirs and ſuSeſlors, during the time aforeſaid, and which ſhall 
be collected in this kingdom for and upon any goods and-merchan- 
dizes imported into the ſame, except upon tobaccoes, hops and 
ſugars, and the ſeveral goods or merchandizes of the product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh colonies in America or the Weſt In- 
dies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, whereon 


k ua 


[ 


* 


= 


ms . > „ 6 ©® 
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any duties are impoſed or altered this ſeſſion of Parhament : and 
allo except the following articles, being of the growth, produce 
or manufacture of France, or the French dominions in Europe, 
viz. beer, hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery ; manu- 
factures of iron, ſteel, copper and braſs ; cottons, woollens, knit 
and wove hofi;,'y, cambricks and lawns, linens made of flax or 
hemp, ſadlery, gauzes; millinery made of muſlin, lawn, cam- 
brick or gauze; porcelain, earthen-ware, pottery, glaſs and glaſs 
ware. ; | | 

That towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty there 
be paid a duty of 18. on every entry inwards which ſhall be made 
in the port of Dublin between the 25th day of March, 1788, and 
the 25th day of March, 1789, and no longer, except poſt entries 
and entries of coals, over and above all other duties or fees pay- 
able by any law or uſage for the ſame. 


That there be paid for every advertiſement to be contained or 


_ publiſhed in any gazette, newſpaper, journal or daily accounts, 


to be publiſhed weekly or oftener, or in any other printed paper 
or pamphlet whatever, being diſperſed or made public . yearly, 
monthly or at any other interval of time, within the time afore- 
ſaid, a duty of 18. and a further duty for the ſame after the rate 
of 18. for every ten lines which ſuch advertiſement ſhall contain 
over and above the firſt ten lines; and for and upon every pam- 
phlet or paper not exceeding fix ſheets in oCtavo or in a leſſer page, 
and not exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto or twenty ſheets in 
folio ſo printed, a duty after the rate of 28. for every ſheet of any 
kind of paper which ſhall be contained in one printed copy or im- 


_ preſſion thereof. 


That for and upon all inſurances for inſuring houſes, furniture, 


goods, wares, merchandizes, or other property from loſs by fire, 


which ſhall be made at any time between the 25th day of March, 
1788, and the 25th day of March, 1789, incluſive, a duty be 
paid after the rate of 18. for every 100l. inſured thereby. 


That for every ſkin or piece of velum or parchment, or piece 
or ſheet of paper, on which ſhail be engroſſed, written or printed 
the articles mentioned in the ſchedule hereunto annexed, there 
ſhall be paid during the time aforeſaid the ſeveral duties reſpec- 


tively annexed to the ſeveral articles contained in the ſaid ſche- 
dule. 


A ſchedule of the ſeveral duties to be paid on every ſin 
or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper on 
which ſhall be engroſſed or written or printed any of the articles, 
matters or things therein ſet forth. _ 


For every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet 
of paper on which ſhall be engroſſed or written or printed the 
following articles, the duties following ſhall be reſpectively paid, 

| K 2 | 
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Any licenſe to keep a lottery office — 100 — — 
Any diſpenſation to hold two eecleſiaſtical dignities 

or benefices, or both a dignity and a benefice, or 

any other diſpenſation or faculty from the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Armagh, or maſter of the faculties 

for the time being — — 9 —— 


Any grant or letters patent under the great ſeal of 
Ireland of any honour, dignity, promotion, fran- 
chiſe, liberty or privilege, to any perſon or per- 
ſons, bodies politic or corporate, or exemplifica- 
tion of the ſame ; commiſſions of rebellion in pro- 
ceſs always excepted — — 9 — — 


Any grant from his Majeſty, Ins heirs or ſucceſſors, 
of any ſum of money exceeding 200l. which ſhall 
paſs the great ſeal of Ireland — — 9 — — 


Any grant of any office or employment which ſhall 
be above the value of 2001. per annum — 9 — — 


Any admiſſion of any fellow of the College of Phyſici- 
ans, or of any clerk, advocate, proctor, notary, or 
other officer or officers in any court whatſoever, ex- 
cept ſuch officer be an annual officer in any corpo- 
ration or inferior cgurt,, whoſe office is under the 
value of 10l. a year in falary, fees or other perqui- 
ſites, or any appeal from the Court of Admiralty, or N 
the prerogative court, or any archiepiſcopal court 6 — — 


Any admiſſion of any ſtudent into the Society of the 
King's Inns — — — 5 — — 


Any admiſſion of any barriſter into the inns of court 5 — — 
Any pardon (except the pardons paſſed in forma pau- | 


peris) of or for any crime or office, or of any money 

or forfeiture whatſoever, or any warrant or reprieve, 
relaxation from any fines, corporal puniſhment or 

other forfeiture _ — — — 


Any grant from his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, of 
any ſum of moncy not excecding 200l. nor leſs than 


ol. which ſhall pals the great ſeal of Ireland. 4 — — 


Any grant of any affice or employment which ſhall be 
above the value of got. per annum, and under the 
value of 2001. per annum — — 4 —— 


Any grant of lands in fee, leaſe for years or other grant 
or profit, not herein particularly charged, that ſhall 
paſs the great ſeal of the Exchequer (cuftodiam leaſes 
excepted) * — — — 3 — — 
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Any preſentation or donation which ſhall paſs the great C. s. d. 
ſeal of Ireland, or upon which any collation to be 
made by any archbiſhop or biſhop, or any preſenta- 
tion or donation to be made by any patron whatever 
of or to any benefice, dignity, or ſpiritual or eecleſi- 
aſtical promotion whatſoever of the value of 100l. 3 — — 


And if of the value of 200l. a year or upwards, the 
value to be aſcertained by certificate of the archbi- 
ſhop or vicar general of the dioceſe ; provided always 
that two or more benefices epiſcopally united ſhall 
be deemed and taken to be one benefice only 6 — — 


Any indenture for binding an apprentice to an attorney 2 — — 


Any admiſſion of any attorney into every court into 
which he ſnail be admitted an attorney — 


Any commiſſion that ſhall be iſſued from any court 
whatſoever for taking affidavits > 1 


Any exempliſication of what nature ſoever that ſhall 
paſs the ſeal of any court whatſoever — _— I; — 


Any inſtitution that ſhall paſs the ſeal of any archbiſhop, 
biſhop, chancellor or other ordinary or eccleſiaſtical 
court whatſoever, provided that an inſtitution to two | 
or more beneſices epiſcopally united ſhall be conſi- 
dered as an inſtitution to a ſingle bggefice — - — 15 — 


Any conveyance, ſurrender of grants or offices, releaſe 
or other deed whatſoever, which ſhall be enrolled 
of record in any of the courts of the city of Dublin, 


4 — — 


or in any other court of record whatſoever — 7 6 
Any exemplification of a deeree of the court of Chan- 
eery under the great ſeal — — — 7 6 


Any ſentence that ſhall be given in the Court of Ad- 
miralty, or any attachment that ſhall be made out 
of the ſaid Court of Admiralty, or any relaxation of 


any ſuch attachment — — — 7 6 
Any writ of covenant for levying a Sine 2 N on 4-06 
Any writ of entry for ſuffering a common recovery — 7 6 
Any commiſſion iſſuing out of any eccleſiaſtical court 

not herein before particularly charged — — 7 6 


Any warrant, monition or perſonal decree in tẽ Court 
of Admiralty, except in ſuits for payment of ſeamens 
wages — _ _ — 7 6 


Any probate of a will or letters of i for 


any eſtate above the value of 3ol. and not of the value 
ef 100l. — — — 


— mem 
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If of the value of 100l. and not of the value of 300l. — 10 — 
If of the value of gool. and not of the value of bool, 1 — 
If of the value of 6ool. and not of the value of 1000l. 1 10 — 
If of the value of oo and upwards — 2 — — 


Any writ of error, certiorari or appeal, except to the 
delegates — — — — — 5 — 


Any receipt or other diſcharge for any legacy left by 
any will or other teſtamentary inſtrument; or for 
any ſhare or part of a perſonal eſtate divided by force 
of the ſtatute of diſtributions, the amount whereof 
ſhall not exceed 20l. except ſuch legacies as ſhall be 
left to the wife, children or gand children of the 
perſon making ſuch will or teſtamentary inſtrument, 
or ſhall be divided amongſt them by force of the ſaid 


ſtatute — — — — 2 6 


Where the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of „ 
and not amounting to 1ool, except as aforeſaid — 5 — 


Where the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of 1 o0l. 
and upwards, except as aforeſaid — 1 —— 


Any recognizance conditioned for the payment of 
money or performance gf covenants or agreements, 
ſtatute ſtaple or ſtatute młrehant, or entered of record 
in any court or office, except ſuch recognizances as 
ſhall be entered into by perſons applying for licenſes 
to fell by retail beer, ale, wine, ſtrong waters or 
other liquors, which recognizances ſhall be confider- 
.cd as bonds, and ſhall pay accordingly — — 5 — 


Any record of niſi prius or poſtea — — 5 — 


. Every judgment whatſoever which ſhall be figned by 
the matter of any office, or his deputy or ſecondary, 
or by any prothonotary or his fecondary, deputy or 
clerk, or any other officer belonging to any of the 
courts of the city of Dublin who have power or 
uſually do or ſhall ſign judgments — — 5 — 


Any bill, anſwer, replication, rejoinder, interrogato- 
ries, depoſitions taken by commiſſioners, or any 
pleadings whatſoever in the courts of Chancery or 
Exchequer, ſave und except exceptions to anſwers 
filed in the ſaid courts ” 3 „ 


Any indenture, leaſe or deed poll not otherwiſe 
charged, except indentures of apprenticeſhip where 
no apprentice fee ſhall be given, or if any be given, 

ſuch apprentice fee ſhall not excced the ſum of 10. 
and alſo except indentures for binding poor pariſh 


2788. „„ 


or other poor children, ſupported by public or pri- 
vate charities, and alſo except indeutures binding 
apprentice to attornies — — 


Any charter party, policy of inſurance, paſſport, or 
any proteſt, procuration, letter of attorney, except 
warrants of attorney for judgments on bonds, or 
any other notarial act whatſoever _ 


Every pamplilet or paper not exceeding fix ſheets in 
octavo, or not exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, or 
twenty ſheets in folio, which ſhall be contained in 
one printed copy — „ 


Any admiſſion into any corporation or company 


Any decree or diſmiſſion made by or in the courts of 
Chancery or Exchequer” — 5 


+4 
* 4 


Any writ of Habeas Corpus e 5 
Any ſpecial bail to be taken in any of the eourts of 


the city of Dublin, or before any of the judges of 


the ſaid courts, or in any court whacſoever 


Any common bail to be filed in any court whatſoever, 
and any appearance that ſhall be made on ſuch bail 


Any affidayitz except ſuch affidavits as ſhall be taken 
before the officers of his Majeſty's cuſtoms or exciſe, 
or any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or before a 
magiſtrate of any corporation — as a juſtice of 
the peace, or acting in any court of conſcience, or 
of ſummary juriſdiction, or before any judge of aſſize 
or commiſſioner of oyer and terminer, relative to 
proſecutions on trials or indictments, or to civil bills, 
or that ſhall be made for the purpoſe of raiſing or 
accounting for public money, and except affidavits 
made relative to the hempen and linen manufactures, 


or to the payment of corn premiums, or made be- 


fore the truſtees of any turnpike relative to the 
roads or tolls of ſuch turnpikes, or affidavits made 


betcre the Dublin Society _ — 
Any copy of ſuch affidavit which ſhall be read in any 
court whatſoever _ _ 


Any original writ (except ſuch original upon which 
a writ of capias ifſues) -ſubpcena, writ of capias 
quo minus, writ of dedimus proteſtatem to take an- 
ſwers, examine witneſſes or appoint guardians, or 

any other writ whatſoever, or any other proceſs or 
mandate that ſhall iſſue out of or paſs the ſeal of any 
of the courts of the city of Dublin, or any other 
court whatſoever holding plea where- the debt or 
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damage doth amount to 40s, or above, or the thing 
in demand is of that value — — 


Any entry of any action in the mayor's or ſheriffs 


[Frs. 6 
. 


— 1 — 


courts of the city of Dublin, and in courts in all 


corporations and other courts whatſoever, out of 
which no writs, proceſs or mandate iſſue, holding 
plea where the debt or damage doth amount to 40s. 
or above — — _ 


Any rule or order, except in cauſes proſecuted upon 
indictments, or which relate to preſentments made 
or given in any of the courts at the city of Dublin, 
either courts of law or equity, which ſhall be taken 


Any copy of ſuch rules or orders, except in cauſes pro- 
ſecuted upon indictments, or which relate to preſent- 
ments entered, or the copies of aay other record or 
proceedings in any of the ſaid courts of the ſaid city 
of Dublin, not hereby otherwiſe charged — 


Any citation or monition made in the Prerogative court, 
or in any eccleſiaſtical court, or any libel or allegati- 


on, depoſition, anſwer, ſentence or decree, or any 


inventory exhibited in the Prerogative court, in any 
Eccleſiaſtical court, or in the court of Admiralty, or 
whereupon any copies of them reſpectively ſhall be 
eng roſſed or written (except 1 in ſuits for recovery 
ot feamens wages) — — 


Any warrant of attorney for entering judgment on 
any bond — — . 


Any releaſe, contract, bond, or other obligatory 


inſtrument — — — 


Any memorial of any deed, conveyance, will or deviſe, 
which ſhall be regiſtered in the public office for regiſ- 
tering ſuch memorials, above -all duties payable 
thereon — — — | 


Each and every exception or exceptions to any an- 
ſwer filed in any court of equity in this Kingdom 


And a further duty for the ſame, after the rate of 18. 
for every ninety words which cach and every ſuch 
exception ſhall contain, over and above che firit 
ninety words — — — 


And a further mT upon each and every ſuch excep- 


tion, over and above the ſirſt ten exceptions — 


And a further duty for the ſame, after the rate of 
28. Gd. for every ninety words which each and every 
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ninety words — A 3 . 


Any copy of any will atteſted by the proper officer of 


the Prerogative court, or any eccleſiaſtical court — — 2 
Any inſurance of a lottery ticket — co 


Any declaration, plea, replication, rejoinder, demur— 
rer, or other pleadings whatſoever, in any court of 
law, or any copy thereof — — . 


Any depoſitions taken in the court of Chancery or 
court of Exchequer (except the paper drafts of ſuch 


depaſitions taken by virtue of any commiſſion before - 
they are engroſſed) which are not herein-before 
charged — — a St 


Any copy of any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, repli- 
cation, rejoinder, interrogatories, depoſitions, or 
other proccedings whatſoever, taken in the court of 
Chancery or court of Exchequer, or in any court of 
equity — — —— — — 1 
Luvery almanack or calendar for any one particular year, 
or for any time leſs than a year, which ſhall be 
printed on one fide only of any one ſheet or piece of 


paper only — — — — 
Every other almanack or calendar for any one particu- 

lar year — — — „ 
Every almanack or calendar made to ſerve for ſeveral 

years, the reſpective rates of 1d. — — } 
And 2d. ſhall be paid for every ſuch year, as 

aforeſaid — _ — — 
Every Dublin Directory — — — 


Every paper containing public news, intelligence or 
occurrence _ — —_ n—_ 


Any inſtrument, entitling any perſon or perſons ex- 
porting any goods, wares or merchandizes, to any 
drawback or bounty on exporting the ſame — 


Any licence for retailing wine, beer, ale, ſpirits or 
cider — — — — — 1 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the committee 
appointed to prepare and bring in one or more bill or bills, pur- 
fuant to the reſolutions of the committee of ways and means and 
the reſolutions of the committee of ſupply, to inſert clauſes in 
ſuch bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions of the committee 
of ways and means reported this day, 
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It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to infert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for ſecur- 
ing the repayment of ſo much of the ſeveral ſums therein to he 
mentioned, which have been advanced at an intereſt not exceed- 
ing 4. per centum per annum, or ſhall be advanced at an intereſt 
not exceeding 31. 105. per centum per annum, or for which lot- 
tery debentures have iſſued for payment of the prizes in the lot- 
teries heretofore eſtabliſhed as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th 
day of March, 1788. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſuch 
ſurplus as there ſhall be on the 25th day of March, 1788, of the 
duties heretofore granted for the payment of the principal and 
intereſt of the loan, and payment of the annuities granted for 
the ſeveral ſums of money borrowed purſuant to ſeveral acts of 
Parliament, ſhall be applied, after payment of all intereſt due on 
ſaid debentures, treaſury bills and annuities, in paying the prin- 
cipal of loan debentures. N 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a elauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the 
additional duty of 10d. a gallon for every gallon of aqua vitæ, 
ſtrong- waters or ſpirits made or diſtilled within this kingdom for 
ſale; the additional duty of 8d. per gallon on imported brandy, 
ſtrong· waters or ſpirits perfectly made; the additional duty on 
foreign ſpirits above the quality of ſingle ſpirits; the further ad- 
ditional duty of rod. for every gallon of rum or other ſpirits of 
the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in Ame- 
rica; the further additional duty of 18. 8d. on all brandy, geneva 
or other ſpirits imported, except ſpirits of the growth and pro- 
duce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America; and the additi- 
onal duty of 6d. per pack on all playing cards made in this king- 
dom, be applied, in the firlt place, to pay an intereſt at the rate 
of 41. per centum per annum for ſuch part of the ſeveral ſums 
formerly borrowed and carrying ſuch intereſt as ſhall remain un- 
paid on the 25th day of March, 1788; and in the next place, 
towards payment of an annuity of 24,000l. a year to the 
governor and company of the bank of Ireland; and in the next 
place, towards payment of the annuities for the ſeveral ſums of 
26,5001. and 175, oool, and 300,000] granted by ſeveral acts 
of Parliament heretofore paſſed; and in the next place, towards 
payment of the expences which ſhall or may be incurred by ſend- 
ing or remitting from time to time ſuch of the ſaid ſeveral annuities | 
to the city of London as are or ſhall be made payable there ; and 
in the next place, towards payment of an intereſt after the rate of 
41. per centum per annum for ſuch of the debentures which have 
been iſſned out of his Majeſty's treaſury for the payment of the 
prizes of the lotteries heretofore eſtabliſhed, as ſhall remain un- 
paid oa the 25th day of March, :788; and in the next place, 
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towards payment of an intereſt after the rate of zd. by the day 


for each. Iool. for the ſeveral principal ſums heretofore borrowed 
and due upon treaſury bills, and which ſhall remain unpaid on the 
25th day of March, 1788 ; and in the next place, towards pay- 
ment of ſuch annuities as have been granted in purſuance of an 
act paſſed in the twenty-fifth year of his Majeſty's reign, for effec- 
tuating the railing of the ſum of 200,000l. therein mentioned; 
and in the next place, towards payment of an intereſt at the rate 
of zl. 108. per centum per annum for the ſum of 200, oool. bor- 
rowed upon debentures, purſuant to an act of the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament; and in the next place, towards payment of an intereſt 
at the rate of 2:d. by the day for each 1001. of 100,000!. raiſed 
by treaſury bills, in purſuance of the ſaid act; and in the next 
place, towards payment of an intereſt not exceeding 23d. by the 
day on ſuch treaſury bills, and 3l. 108. per cent, per annum on 
{ach debentures as ſhall or may be iſſued to the perſons who ſhall 
reſpectively ſubſcribe on loan by treaſury bills or debentures, any 
ſum or ſums not exceeding the ſum of 1383,90cl. which ſhall or 
may be b&rrowed to pay off fuch treaſury bills -now outſtanding 
as are to paſs current in the receipt of his Majeſty's revenue on or 
immediately after the 24th day of June, 1788, and of 100,000l. 
due on the 29th day of September, 1788; and towards payment 
of an intereſt not exceeding the rate of 3l. 10s. per centum per 
annum for ſuch further ſum or ſums of money, not exceeding 
in the whole the tum of 918,240]. as ſhall be borrowed on loan 
on debentures, for the purpoſe of paying off a like ſum pow ſtand- 
ing out on loan by debentures, bearing an intereſt after the rate 
of 41. per centum per annum; and that the, ſurplus of the ſaid 
dutics*be applied towards diſcharging of the faid ſeveral ſums 
due by debentures on treaſury bills, as ſhall be directed by Parlia- 
ment. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or claufes in the ſaid bill or bills, for allow- 
ing three years for drawbacks. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, directing that 
the ſeveral ſums granted to encourage the raiſing ſufficient quanti- 
ties of flax and hemp, and for the encouragement of the hempen 
and flaxen manufactures. in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter and 
Connaught, ſhall be applied to ſuch putpoſes only; and that ſe- 

parate accounts be kept of the application thereof, and be laid be- 
fore Parliament. | | | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſail commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to empower 
the commiſſioners of his Majeity's exciſe, or any three of them, 
and the collectors of his Majeſty's exciſe in their ſeveral diſtricts, 
to grant licenſes for the ſelling of cider by retail; and that for 
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every ſuch licenſe the ſum of 1s, 1d. and no more, ſhall be paid 
or demanded as a fee. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit. 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the 
duty of 10s. per barrel upon all herrings imported, except Bri- 
tiſh herrings, be applied to the encouragement of the ſiſheries of 
this kingdom. 85 | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to aſcer- 
tain the allowange to be made for tare on hops imported into this 
kingdom; and to prohibit the importation of all hops, except of 
the growth of Great Britain or the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 
rica; and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain or France, or 
the French dominions in Europe ; and of all gold and filver lace, 
not the manufacture of Great Britain; and of all cambricks and 
lawns, except ſuch as are of the manufacture of Great Britain, 
France, or the French dominions in Europe. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid -commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective deputy or deputies of all and every perſon and perſons 
who by reaſon of any ſalaries, profits of employments, fees or 
penſions, ſhall be liable to the ſaid tax of 4s. in the pound, ſhall 
deliver in upon oath before the Chief Baron or any one of the ba- 
rons of his Majeſty's court of Exchequer, or before any two juſ- 
tices of the peace, an account of the net profits of the ſaid em- 
ployments of all and every ſuch perſon or perſons who ſhall not 
have reſided within this kingdom for the Tpace of fix calendar 
months between the 25th day of March, 1788, and the 25th day 
of March 1789, under a penalty. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective ſecretaries to the commiſſioners, and agents of thoſe who 
are intitled to receive any ſalaries or penſions, ſhall deliver in upon 
oath before the Chief Baron or any of the barons of his Majeſty's 
court of Exchequer, or before any two juſtices of the peace, a 
liſt of the officers of the revenue, and of all perſons entitled to ſa- 
laries or penſions who ſhall not have reſided within this kingdom 
for the ſpace of fix calendar months between the 25th day of 
March, 1788, and the 25th day of March, 1789, under a pe- 
S © Rn | | ES 

It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to mſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum 
of 10,000]. for one year to the 25th of March, 1789, ſhall be 
paid to the truſtees of the linen and hempen manufactures, out 
of the aids and duties granted this ſeſſion of Parliament, to be by 
them applied in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them moſt condu- 
cive to promote the linen and hempen manufactures; and that 
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ſo much of the produce of the duties on teas as ſhall amount to the 
ſum of 73o0ol. ſhall be placed to the account of his Majeſty's here- 
ditary revenue. | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſa 
much of the ſeveral duties ſpecified in the report of the com- 
mittee of ways and means to be granted in licu of all other duties 
now payable on the export or import of thoſe commodities which 
they are reſpectively impoſed on, as the hereditary duties of cuſ- 
tom and import exciſe on ſuch cammodities would amount to if 
they continued payable, ſhall be placed to the account of his Ma- 
jeſty's hereditary revenue, except in reſpect of the duties on teas, 
touching which a ſpecial proviſion is made. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſe- 
arate account be kept of all increaſe of duties, aids and taxes, 
which ſhall or may accrue by means of the diſcounts and allow- 
ances for prompt payment of the import exciſe and additional 
duties and allowance of 51. per cent. on payment of cuſtoms in- 
wards ceaſing to be made. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that where 
any perſon ſhall import crude brimſtone or ſaltpetre, and ſhall 
make uſe of the fame-in extracting therefrom oil of vitriol or aqua 
fortis, ſuch perſon ſhall be entitled to receive, and the colleQor 
of the port or diſtri within which ſuch crude brimſtone and ſalt- 
petre ſhall have been imported, ſhall repay to ſuch perſon all ſuch 
duties as have been paid by him on the importation thereof, cn 
his making it appear by affidavit or affirmation, to ſuch collector, 
that ſuch crude brimftone and ſaltpetre has been uſed in making 
oil of vitriol or aqua fortis. Vs | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt 
from any duties thereby to be impoſed on the ſeveral articles fol- 
lowing ; all bills of exchange, accounts, bills of parcels, and all 
bills or notes not ſealed for payment of money at ſight or upon 
demand, or at the end of certain days of payment; alſo the pro- 
bate of any will or letters of adminiſtration of any common ſea- 
man or ſoldier who {hall be ſlain or die in his Majeſty's ſervice, a 
ſufficient certificate being produced and oath being made of the 
truth thereof; alſo any warrant made by or recognizance taken 
before any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or any proceedings 
which ſhall relate to any trial of any common ſoldier ; alfo all 
pamphlets or news-papers; all acts of Parliament; all proclama- 
tions, orders of council, or any publication thereof; all forms of 
prayer and thankſgiving, and acts of ſtate which ſhall be ordered 
by his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, to be printed, and all votes 


- 
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or other matters which are or ſhall be ordered to be printed by 
either Houſe of Parliament, and all books commonly uſed in any 
of the ſchools of Ireland, or books containing, any matter of de- 
votion or piety, and fingle advertiſements and daily accounts, or 
bills of goods imported and exported ; and alſo to exempt from 
payment of more than 6d. all indentures of apprenticeſhip where 
no apprentice fee ſhall be given, or if any fee be given it ſhall not 
exceed the ſum of 10l. ; alſo to except all perſons WhO {hall be 
admitted to ſue or defend in forma pauperis, ſo far as relates to 


the ſuit in which he or {be ſhall be ſo admitted. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee to inſert a clauſe or elauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, directing 
that the duty of 1s. on every entry inwards in the port of Dub- 
lin, except poſt entries and entries on coals, ſhall be paid by the 
Collector to the Truſtees of the Royal Exchange in the city of 
Dublin, to be by them applied towards diſcharging the debts by 
them contracted for building, furniſhing and repairing the ſame, 
and for the future repairs thereof, to be accounted, for before the 
Commiſſioners of Impreſt Accounts. eh El ms, 


The CrancerLoR oF ThE ExcCHEqueR preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, f 


A bilt for granting unto Ins Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
an additional duty on wines, hides, beer, ale, and other goods 
and merchandizes therein mentioned; and for prohibiting the 
importation of all gold and filver lace, except of the manufacture 
of Great Britain; and of all cambricks and-Jawns, except of the 
manufacture of Great Britain and France, and the French domi- 
nions in Europe; and of all hops, except of the growth of Great 
Britain and the Britiſh Plantations. 


A bill for granting to his. Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be 
applied to the payment of the intereſt of the principal ſums there- 
in provided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal 
ſums, in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other 
purpoſes as are therein mentioned. | 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty; his heirs and ſucceffors, 
certain duties upon malt. 


A bill for granting certain aids, duties and impoſitions to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the time therein mentioned, 
aud for continuing the effect of a treaty of commerce and naviga- 


tion concluded between his Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King. 


A. bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all 
letters and packets within this kingdom, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned. : 8 


N 0. , . , fs : By 38 4 
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A bill for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered to 


be read a ſecond time to-morrow, 


Sir Feancis HuTCH1ns0N obſerved, that though the Houſ- 
had been informed that by the intended loan a certain number of 
debentures were by means of a lottery to be reduced from four to 
three and a half per cent. and of treaſury bills from four guineas 
to 31, 16s. yet they had not either this year or laſt year been told 
what were the conditions of the loan, though in England thoſe 
conditions were always communicated on the day of opening the 
budget. He ſaid he hoped the terms would not be ſuch as thoſe 
of 1787, which he ſtated to be, that Adminiſtration ſelected a 
few perſons to whom it ſold forty thouſand lottery tickets at 5l. 
each, two thouſand three and half per cent. debentures of 100l. 
each, and one thouſand treaſury bills of 100l. each, bearing each 
31. 168. Od. intereſt ; that there was no proſpect of loſs on thoſe 
new treaſury bills, becauſe at the time the loan was agreed for, the 
old bills bore ſuch premium as made them yield a ſmaller intereſt 
than that offered by the new bills; that as four per cent debentures 
were then at par, a greater loſs than 131. could not be feared on 
the new three and half per cents, which on two thouſand, could 
amount only to 26,000l. ; whereas ſuch was the madneſs of ad- 
venturers that lottery tickets were likely to ſell at 308. a piece pre- 
mium, above 51. their real value. Thoſe premiums amounted to 
60,0001. ſo that government ſold for a proſpect of 26,0001. an- 
other proſpe& which appeared worth, at the leaſt 60,000. and fo 
ſacrificed a probability of getting 34,000l. and which, in fact 
turned out a much larger ſum, as none of the new treaſury bills 
{old under par, and many of them at 20s. premium: Scarcely any 
of the new debentures fold under ninety, and many thouſand 
pounds worth of them ſold at ninety-four: None of the tickets 
ſold under 6l. os. and many of them at fix guineas and 51. fo 
that Government might have effected for leſs than 20,0001. that 
reduction which the undertakers of that loan, and their retailers 
of tickets, did in fact get between 70 and 80,000]. for effecting; 
and the nation ſuffered all the miſchiefs of a lottery, and got but 
a ſmall part of its profits. He alledged if Government muſt have a 
lottery, they might have either done as not many years ago had been 
done in England, viz. take out of the price of the tickets, a con- 
ſiderable ſum for the uſe of the nation, by diminiſhing the num- 
ber of prizes; or they might have ſold the tickets in lots at the 
market price, He did not pretend to decide which of the two 
would have been the moſt eligible mode. 


The Cu ANCELLOR OF THE Exch EQUER ſaid he was ex- 
tremely glad that the hon, baronet bad thus openly made his ob- 
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jections to the plan for reducing the intereſt on the public debt, 
as it gave him an opportunity of taking ſome degree of credit 
from that tranſaction, which otherwiſe he ſhould not have had the 
vanity to have done. No act of Government, in which he had 
been concerned, had ever had more entirely his approbation. If 
ever there had been a circumſtance honourable to Government, and 
advantageous to the nation, certainly, this was one. He did 
not, he ſaid, expect to have heard it charged as a reproach to Go- 
vernment, that relinquiſhed the means of corruption—relinquiſh- 
ing the patronage which -the diſtribution of lottery tickets, 
amongſt favourites and dependants, naturally gave them—but 
which was as injurious to the public, as diſagreeable to the {late, 
Relinquiſhing every object but the benefit of the nation, they had 
fairly applied the whole force of the lottery to that benefit, in re- 
ducing one-eighth of the intereſt on the whole national debt. He 
thought he had already ſufficiently explained the lottery tranſac- 
tion, but if the honourable baronet thought proper he would re- 
peat it again and again. From this the hon. baronet would ſce, 
that no ſuch profit as he imagined had been made by the under- 
taking. He confeſſed he ſhould have been glad to ſee gentlemen 
who, with ſo much ſpirit, had undertaken to negoeiate a prodi- 
gious ſum of money for the ſtate gain ſomething for their trouble; 
but whether they gained or did-not gain was nc conſideration to 
the public, all that regarded them was, whether better terms 
could be had from any other perſon or perſons; and he, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, averred, that having perſonally or by letter, 
applied to almoſt every monied man and company in England and 
in Ireland, and having received a number of propoſals of various 
kinds, there were none by any means ſo advantageous to the pub- 
lic as thoſe which had been agreed upon. He obſerved that the 
terms had been conſiderably raiſed upon the undertakers this year, 
and would be {till higher the next if they had a lottery.—They 
had been made to pay for their own diſcovery ; but as to any 
bargain for the next year, it could he only conditional, as the 
event of a war would make it impoſſible for any perſon to give 
the public ſuch advantageous terms as they were enabled to give 
now in time of profound peace. | 

As to what the hon. baronet had ſaid, of reducing the in- 
tereſt on the national debt, from 41. to gl. 10s. without any be- 
nefit to compenſate the loſs, he could not ſee how it could be 
done;—no man who received 41. per cent. would voluntarily relin- 
quiſh that ſum, and take 31. 108. and ſurely the hon. baronet was 
too juſt to compel men by law to relinquiſh their property. Be- 
ſides, it was impoſſible to foreſee what effect ſuch an act of power 
might produce. But through the medium of lottery men, the 
very follies and extravagancies of mankind may contribute to the 
benefit of the ſtate. Beſides, lotteries are voluntary taxes; not 
to mention that two thirds of the tickets are ſold abroad, by 
which a conſiderable quantity of caſh is brought to the country. 


ſideration of the Houſe a motion on that ſubje&. 
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He obſerved a word had been ſaid concerning the gambling ſpirit 
introduced by lotteries. In auſwer he would only obſerve, that 
while lotteries were continued as a mode of finance in Great Bri- 


tain, it would be uſeleſs to diſcontinue them here. But he had 


ſome ſatisfaction in remarking, that the law of the laſt ſeſſion, by 
regulating inſurance, had more effectually reſtrained gambling 
than any law which abſolutely prohibited it would have done. 
Upon the whole, he believed the public would prefer the mode 
of reducing by lotteries the intereſt upon this debt one-eighth, to 
an exciſe upon the induſtrious trader or manufacturer; and being 
himſelf of this opinion, and convinced of the immenſe benefits 


that muſt neceſſarily reſult to the national credit, he would main- 


rain the utility of the late tranſactions, notwithſtanding all the 
inſinuations of diſappointment. 


Sir Francis HUTCH1NSON replied, that when the reduction 
of intereſt on the treaſury bills had been propoſed laſt year by that 
right hon. gentleman, he had, in his place, objected to the doing 
it by a lottery, and had propoſed that Government ſhould ſimply 
hold out to the public an offer of treaſury bills, at a lower rate of 


intereſt; and that he had on that occaſion mentioned Mr. Pel- 


ham's reduction of intereſt, in the year 1750, as a good example 
to follow. : | 


ay 


— 


— ____—— 


'ThursDary, FrRRUARY 7, 1788. 


Sir Hengy CaveEnDisH requeſted the attention of the Houſe 
for a very ſhort time. He ſaid he underſtood that the preſent would 
be but a very ſhort ſeſſion, and he had in a former ſeſſion throws 
out the idea of reducing the intereſt. of money. He had de- 
termined in his own mind to bring forward the meaſure, but he 
ſhould not, at the preſent, make any motion on that head; at 
the ſame time he was confident that the ſubject ought to be agi- 
tated; it was a ſubject of great national conſequence, and the 
fituation-and circumſtanees of the country were ripe for it; for 
his part, he ſincerely wiſhed that the mcafure ſhould originate on 
the fide of Adminiſtration, but if he found that they did not in- 
tend bringing forward ſuch a meaſure, he would, with very great 


humility, in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, ſubmit to the con- 


The CrAanceLLor or TKE Exchequer aſſured the hon. 
baronet, that Government had, for theſe two ycars paſt, enter 
tained the idea of reducing the intereſt of money; and with that 
view they firſt adopted 4 principle of reduction of intereſt, 
with lowering it on the public funds, which, he ſaid, was lay ing 
the foundation of a general reduction of intereſt of money; and 
he ſhould moſt heartily concur with the hon. baronet in auy mea 
ſure to extend the like principle to private ſecurity. 

>” Of : 


Vor. VIII. 
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Sir HEAVY Cavenvisn ſaid that there was more to the pur- 
poſe expreſſed in the 5th of George the Second, chapter the ſe- 
venth, than if he was ſpeaking for ſeven hours on the ſubject. 


The CanckILLonx or rug Excuggurg then, without fur- 


ther preface, moved for leave to bring in a bill to reduce the intereſt 


of money from fits to five per cent. | ; VET 
| Leave was given, and it was ordered that the Chancellor of the 
Cen and Sir Henry Cavendiſh do prepare and bring in the 


* 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of ways and means 


for raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the following reſo- 


lations, which he read in his place, and they were afterwards 
read by the Clerk at the table, and agreed to by the Houſe. - 

| Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 

That for and upon all tobacco which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom between Lady-day, 1788, and Lady-day, 1789, inclu- 
five, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſ- 
count or allowance, the ſeveral duties following; that is to ſay, 
if the ſame be imported by any of his Majeſty's ſubje&s, a duty 
after the rate of 6d. 5 weight thereof; but if the 
ſame be imported by flrangers, then an additional duty after the 
rate of 1d. for every pound weight thereof; the ſaid duties to be 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties payable. by virtue of any 
act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this Kingdom. 


That a duty of 6d. be laid for and upon every pound weight 
of tobacco which ſhall be made and manufactured in this king- 
| That there ſhall be paid upon all tobacco which ſhall be in the 

ſeſſion, ſtores, or ware-houſes of any manufacturer of tobacco 
on the 25th day of March, 1788, in a manufactured ftate or in 
the proceſs of manufacture, a duty after the rate of 16d. for 

exery five pounds weight thereof. 5 75 | 


That a duty of 6d. per pound weight be laid on all coffee 
which ſball be imported into this kingdom, from the 25th day of 
March, 1788, to the 25th day of March, 1789, and fo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duty to be in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties pay- 
able by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom upon the importation thereof. | 
That a further duty of 6d. be laid on every pound weight of 


all coffee imported during the time aforeſaid which ſhall be deli- 


vered out for conſumption in this kingdom. 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 2 


tax be laid on all travclling tinkers, ths, caſters 'of iron and 


_ an_—_ kt e 2 


metal, and on all perſons hawking about tea or coffee; and on 
all hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, or any other trading perſons 
ing from town to town, or to other men's houſes, 42 travel- 
ing either on foot or with horſe, or otherwiſe carrying to ſell or 


expoſing to ſale any goods, wares or merchandizes;' except the 


real workers or makers of any goods or wares within this king - 
dom, who ſhall deal only in ſelling ſuch goods and wares; ex 
cepting alſo coopers, glaziers and harneſa- maker. 


That the ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty chap» 
men, and other trading . perſons as aforeſaid, be 408. on every 
ſuch hawker, pedlar, petty chapman, or other perſon ; and alſo 
that the further ſum of 408. be laid on every hawker, pedlar, 
petty chapman, and other trading perſon as aforeſaid, trayely 
ling. with a horſe, aſs, mule, or other beaſt bearing or drawing 
burden, for each horſe, aſs, mule, or other beaſt bearing or 
drawing burden he or ſhe ſhall ſo travel with, over and above the 
ſaid firſt- mentioned tax of 40s. from the 25th day of March, 


1788, to the 25th day of March, 1789, incluſive. 


That towards raiſing the ſapply granted to his Majeſty, a tax 
be laid on all perſons hawking about trees, ſhrubs and plants for 
fale; and on all perſons who ſhall fell or expoſe to ſale in any 
ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth or bulk, or other place not being a part 
of or in his dwelling-houſe, any new or old books, maps, prints, 
charts, pamphlets or drawings; and every perſon who ſhall ſell 
or expoſe to ſale any glaſs bottles, not being the maker or im- 
porter thereof, or not ſelling wine, ſpirits, beer or ale; and. on 
every perſon who ſhall ſell or expoſe to ſale old iron or old lead; 
and alſo on every perſon who ſhall {el or expoſe to ſale old clothes 
in any ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth, bulk, ſhop, or other place, ex- 
cept ſuch perſons as ſhall deal only in ſelling acts of Parliament, 


forms of prayer, proclamations, gazettes, newſpapers or alma- 


nacks; or fiſh, fruit or victualss. 


That the ſaid tas laid upon all perſons bawking about trees, | 
ſhrubs and plants, or felling or expoſing to ſale any new or old 
books, maps, prints, charts, pamphlets or drawings, or ſelling 


or expoſing to ſale any glaſs bottles, old iron or lead, or old 


to the 25th day of March, 1789, incluſive. | 
That for and upon every coach, chariot, berlin, calaſh or 

chaiſe with four Wheels, which any perſon ſhall keep in his or her 
poſſeſſion at any time during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid 
a duty of AI. except-cabrivlets, garden chairs, hackney or ſtage 
carriages; and carriages kept by the makers for ſale ; and for and 
upon all chaiſes with two wheels, which any perſon ſhall k&p in 
his or her poſſeſſion, a duty of 158. except hackney-chaiſes; and 

chaiſes kept by the makers for ſale. et 
2 


clothes as aforeſaid, be 40s. from the 25th day of March, 1788, 
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That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon manufaQurin 
candles for ſale in this kingdom 85 time between the 2 8 
day of March, 1788, and the 2gth day of March, 1789. 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling or manu- 


faturing paper bangiogs for ſale in * eee at ny time 


during the time aforeſaid, 


That a duty of 20s. be paid by every ene matofatting 
ſoap-for fale in this kingdom at any time during the time aforeſaid. 


That every perlon ſelling tea or groceries by retail at any time 
during the time aforefaid, m any town corporate in this kingdom, 
{hall pay a duty of 2086. and in any other 2225 of this kingdom a 
duty of 108 


ns a duty of 208. be paid by every 1 ſelling « or making 
gold or filver pts: for fale in this ng. at any time * 
che ne aforeſaid. | 


-  Thata duty of. 208. be — by every ny atho ſhall hos 
a tan-yard or tan-pit, or tan leather for ſale in this kingdom, at 
any time during the time aforeſaid, 


That towards raifing the ſupply granted t to his! Majeſty a duty 
of 408. be paid by every factor or perſon ſelling home-made 
ſpirits in this kingdom, and not being a diſtiller or licenſed as a 
retailer, at any time between the 25th day of ne, 1788, and 
the 25th day of March, 1789, incluſe. 


That a duty of 408. be paid by every perſon who ſhall key 


any coffee houſe i in this ER at uy time N the time 


aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 98. 21d. per hundred weight * Jab upon all 
eordage, tarred and untarred, imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid, except from 8 n France, and 
the French dominions in Europe. S 


1 was ordered that it be an instruction to the committee ap- 
poĩnted to prepare and bring in one or more bill or bills, purſuant 
to the reſolutions of the committee of ways and means and the 
reſolutions of the committee of ſupply, to inſert clauſes in ſuch 
bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions of the committee of ways 
295 means reported this day. 


It was ordered that i it be an infiruchion oe * Laid n 

to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to oblige every 
perſon chargeable with the duty on carriages with four wheels, 
and alſo on chaiſes with two wheels, to return a true account of 
all coaches, berlins, - chariots, calaſhes, and chaiſes with four 


wheels, and chaiſes with two be Kept by Nr. her or _ 


under a penalty. 


— 0 
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It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to repeal ſo 
much of an act paſſed in the twenty-ſixth year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, intitled an a& for continuing the encourage- 
ment given by former acts of Parliament for promoting and car- 
rying on inland navigations in this kingdom, as continues the 
duties on carriages, from the 25th day of March, 1788, to the 
25th day of March, 1789. x 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum of 
26351. be paid out of the duties upon carriages, and applied in 
the ſame manner as the duties by the ſaid laſt mentioned a& of 
the twenty-fixth year of his preſent Majeſty were directed to be 


paid and applied. 


A petition of the inhabitants of the town of Granard in the 
county of Longford, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſeribed, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read t ſetting forth, that petitioners 
underſtand that an act of Parhainent hath lately paſſed in this 
kingdom relative to the manufacturing of tobacco; that for a 
ſeries of years paſt the ſaid buſineſs has been carried on extenſively 
in ſaid town, and his Majeſty's duties always faithfully diſcharg- 
ed; that there are many more of the inhabitants of ſaid town in. 
clined to carry on ſaid buſineſs, were it not that they conceive 
they are precluded by the ſaid act from and after the 25th day of 
March next, which will greatly leſſen his Majeſty's revenue; that 
ſaid town is an extenſive market-town, where all ſorts of buſineſs 
is carried on, returns two members ta Parliament, and has a large 


barrack ſufficient to contain three companies of foot, and wherein 


a revenue officer always refides ; that petitioners humbly con- 
ceive it was intended by the ſaid act that the liberty of manufac- 
turing tobacco ſhould be continued in all towns returning mem- 
bers to Parliament, and where a revenue officer is conſtantly reſi- 
dent; though by the ſtrict words of the ſaid act it appears that 
the inhabitants of ſaid town will be thereby precluded from the 
peculiarity of its charter, being only a manor town, though in- 
finitely of more trade and extent than the greater number of the 
towns corporate of this kingdom ; and if precluded by faid a& 
from carrying on ſaid buſinefs it will prove injurious to ſaid town 
and the vicinity thereof, as no-town where tobacco can be manu. 
factured is at all eontiguous thereto ; and will prove very diſad- 
vantageous to all perſons living in or near ſaid tcwn, for the want 
of ſuch e commodity, bc ry 


Mr. Szzjeant Tout preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for the better ſecuring the purchaſers of lands under 
decrees in Courts of Equity ; which was received and read the 
krit time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow, | 
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It was ordered that it be an inſtructkon to the comhittee ap- 

pointed to e and bring in one or more bill or bills, purſuant 
to Tak reſolutions of the committee of ways and means and the 
reſolutions of the committee of ſupply, to inſert a clauſe or 
clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that all tobacco which ſhall on the 
25th of March, 1788, be warehouſed, and the duties bonded, 
ſhall be ſubject only to the duties to which the thay would be 
ſubject if imported after ſaid dax. 


Alſo that upon all tobacco which ſhall be in the ſtores of any 
merchant or manufacturer on the 25th of March, 1788, in the 
original package, and on which the duties required * law ſhall 
| have been paid, there ſhall be allowed ſuch ſum or ſums as the 
duties paid on import ſhall have exceeded the duties that would 
be payable if ſuch tobacco were imported after ſaid day; and 
upon all tobacco in the ſtores of any manufacturer on ſaid day, in 
a manufactured fate, or in the proceſs of manufacture, there 
ſhall be repaid ſuch' ſums as the duties paid on the import of the 
unmanufactured tobacco, - whereof the ſame is made, ſhall have 
exceeded the duties that would be en if * ſame were e to be 
imported after ſaid day. 3 


The Curcerion or or THE bier: preſs ts the 
| Houſe, according to order, 


A bill to promote the linen 241 bempen manufactures, by 
enereaſing 3 of Iriſh flax - ſeed, and encouraging the 
export of linens and oth, and for granting to a Lied, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


A bill for the advancement of trade, and for grating to is | 


| Majeſty, his heirs _ rotor, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned. - 


A. bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs _ ſucceſſors, cer- 

tain duties therein mentioned. to be W 40 the cammilfoners 
for managing the ſtamp duties. 

Which were received and read the 2 time, IP ordered to be 

read a ny time to-morrow, 


'FarDar, Femvan? 8, 1788. | 


Mr. 8 in apathetic manner, pointed out the hardſhips 
and miſeries that moſt of the debtors confined inthe Four Courts 
Marſhalſea ſuffer. He enumerated thoſe confined for particular 
ſums, and declared, that ſome mode ſhould be deviſed to remedy 
an evil that reduced ſo many to the utmoſt miſery, and ee 
| —_ uſcleſs to themſelves and the community. 
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A petition of above one hundred and forty perſons confined for 
debt in the Four-courts Marſhalſea, in behalf of themſelves and 
all other perſons under ſimilar cireumſtances in the different pri- 
ſons throughout this kingdom, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are compoſed chiefly of 
mechanics, manufacturers, artificers, tradeſmen, and perſons in 
profeſſional lines, who, for the moſt part, have families depend- 

ing on them for that ſupport which the rigour of their ſituations 
have long fince prevented them from earning ; that an unprovid- 

ed captivity, without any meaſure fixt to its duration, the peti- 
tioners feel to be the heavieſt and moſt hopeleſs endurance of life 

that can be allotted to man; a ftate from which they can ſee no 

proſpe& of redemption, except through the faving interpoſition 

of a ſupreme and merciful legiſſature ; that the compaſſion of this 

auguſt aſſembly was excited by many of the petitioners who were 

in confinement for years, or previous to the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 

ment, but the bill which was then humanely intended for their 

relief ſomehow failing in its progreſs, at once plunged them from 

the faſcinating expectations of returning liberty into an agony 

of diſappointment ; that by the intellectual and bodily rack of a 

long impriſonment, the greater number of the petitioners. are 

every way ſo reduced (their ſole dependance being the caſual do- 

nations of charity) that nothing under Providence but the huma- 

nity of the great tribunal they are now ſupplicating can, it is 

dreaded, refeue them from the deepeſt and moſt poignant extreme 

of human miſery ; that the petitioners of every deſcription are 

willing to give their creditors their all, their every remaining rem- 

nant of earthly ſubſtance; and therefore praying the Houſe mer- 

cifully to grant them ſuch relief as through their high wiſdom 

and humanity they ſhall judge meet, and that the divine goodneſs 

may ſhed domeſtic as well as national bleſſings on their heads. 


A petition of the merchants, traders and inhabitants of the 
town and county of the town of Drogheda, whoſe names are - 
thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſet- 
ting forth, that ſeveral ſums of money have from time to time 
been granted by the Houſe for improving the navigation of the 
river Boyne, from the bridge of Drogheda to the ſea, which 
have been accounted for before the commiſſioners of impreſt ac- 
counts; that ſeveral large ſums of money have alſo been applied 
out of the funds of the corporation of ſaid town, and expended in 
aid of the grants from Parliament, but that the ſaid corporation 
is unable to give further aid towards compleating the ſaid works, 
and for E a market-houſe in ſaid town for the ſale of corn, 
of which it is deſtitute, though one of the greateſt corn markets 
in this kingdom; that the petitioners apprehend it will require 
the ſum of 12,0001. to execute and complete the ſame ; that the 
petitioners, ſenſible of the great advantage that mult ariſe to he 
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ſaid town and the trade thereof, and alſo to the adjacent coun- 
ties of Meath and Louth, from having the improvement of ſaid 
harbour compleated, and the ſaid — t-houſe for the ſale of 
corn erected, are deſirous of having a local tax of ſix- pence per 
ton laid on all ſhipping that ſhall enter the harbour of ſaid town; 
pos praying for leave to bring i in a bill for the ſaid purpoſes. 


| The Houſe went into a committee on the great Money bill. 


- When the clauſe for laying a duty of 10s. per barrel on all 
Hoke 2 . into this 2 except Britiſh, was 
da, 


The 3 or 3 faid he had ſeveral letters, ä 
| the duty, from the city he had the honour to repreſent; that his 

conſtituents had inftruted him to lay before the Houſe the great 
injury and diſtreſs the people of Cork laboured under by prevent - 
ing the importation of foreign herrings, as there was not a ſuffi. 
ciency for the home conſumption taken by our own fiſhery ; and 
as they intended to apply by petition, he hoped the right honour- 
able gentleman, [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] would poſt- 
pone the clauſe for a few days, till matters could be properly 
arranged to be laid before the Houſe ; and, he ſaid, he thought 
he could not have any objection, as he ſuppoſed i it was not any 
farourite objeR of the right honourable gentleman, 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER, ſaid he applauded 
the right honourable 2 s attention to the inſtructions of 


his conſtituents ; and he had no objeRion to indulge * right 
honourable gentleman i in his requeſt. * 


The . OF STATE requeſted to know the reaſon for 


| The CHAncELLOR oF THE: Excyequer and, the chief 
reaſon was to prevent the ſmuggling of Swediſh herrings to the 
Weſt Indies, and anocher for the encouragement of our own 
fiſheries, 


The Pn Dans Browns faid he _ s againſt taking 
off the duty, 


The queſtion was oo on the chaſe OP it paſſed, 


On the Speaker's ae the queſtion that he ſhould now leave 


the chair, in order for the Houſe bs go into a committee on the 
Joan bill, 7 


Sir Francis — obſerved the thagellcy of the t terms 
of the loan; that 248,900]. were to be lent on treaſury bills of 
-gl. 16s, per cent. which being at par, there was no pony 
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that the undertakers would loſe by them: That for replacing 
400,000l. now at four cent. a like ſum was to be borrowed on 
three and a half per cent. debentures, which, being now at 
ninety, and an advertiſement in the newſpapers offering to buy 
5o, oool's. worth of them at that price, there was no likelihood 
of the undertakers loſing more than 400, oool. by them: That 
as the lottery fever is riſing every year, tickets might advance to 
the price of laſt ſeaſon, viz. fifty per cent. above their real value; 
however he would only calculate on their ſelling as high as laſt 
ſummer, which, on an average, was not leſs than fix guineas each, 
at which rate they would produce 73, oool. profit to the under- 
takers, from whence deducting the 40, oool. loſs on the deben- 
tures, there would remain a clear gain of 33, oool. for thoſe gen- 
tlemen, which might have been gained for the ſtate. That he 
need not repeat what he had already urged as to the inexpediency - 
of that part of the contract which reſpected the year 1789, viz. 
firſt the want of reciprocity in leaving the undertakers free in caſe 
6f war, and binding the Government in caſe of peace; and 


ſecondly the monopoly granted to the undertakers againſt the 


ſtock-holders over all the four per cent. debentures, and all the 
four guinga per cent. treaſury bills. That he had not heard the 
right honourable baronet adduce any one argument in defence of 
an Iriſh lottery, except that the perſons addicted to that fort of 
gaming would in that caſe game in the Engliſh lottery ; he ſaid 


it would then probably be confined to the gentry, where it would 


not do near ſo much miſchief to the public as in extending to the 
lower clafſes of the people, who would be appfehenfive of ſome 
unfairneſs in a lottery drawn in another kingdom ; not to mention 
that in an Engliſh lottery, there would be much fewer inſurancea 
of tickets by Iriſhmen that and the loſs of time occafioned by 
manufacturers and journeymen, attending the drawing would be 
prevented, He obſerved, that though the French financiers had 
not the ſpirit to lay aſide that ſource of revenue ariſing from lot- 
teries, yet the moſt celebrated of them were aſhamed of it in their 


writings, and wiſhed to aboliſh it, 


The Cranceitor or THE Excatquer declared he was 


aſhamed to trouble gentlemen ſo often on this ſubjeQ, and he once 


for all inſiſted on it, and he defired the honourable baronet to 
diſprove what he ſaid, that the terms on which the lottery was 
negotiated, were moſt advantageous to the public that poſſibly 
could be made; he ſaid he preferred the terms that were made to 
any other that were offered, becauſe it led to one great-principle, 
which was the reduQian of the intereſt on the national funds, 


which muſt be ultimately productive of the greateſt advantage to 


the country. He ſaid that 3800l. would be the annual ſaving, a 
ſum ſufficient to pay the national intereſt of 95,000,  —_ 
Sir Francis HuTchinson replied, that he could not admit 
the right honourable baronct's flatement ; that the new treaſury 
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bills being at par, had been the effect of his lottery loan of 1787 ; 
as he could prove that at the time of his communicating that 
ſeheme to the publie, and for ſome time before it, the old bills had 
been at ſo high a premium as to yield only from 3]. 128. to 31. 148. 
per cent. intereſt to the purchaſers. And that as to the merit he 
pleaded in having by his cloſe loan of 1987, raiſed the lottery 
fever ſo much higher than it had been by the open ſubſcription of 
1786, he inſiſted that as the fever was raiſed he ought if he was 
refolred to recur to a lottery, to have availed himſelf of it, not 
in part as he had only done, ito i its full extent, for the benefit 
of the public. 


Nr. Mason ſaid his right dls friend had gone as favs as 
poſſibly he could in reducing the intereſt in the public funds. 
The intereſt now was ſufficiently low, and he hoped that a further 
reduction of the national intereſt will not take place, for in that 
caſe it might prove injurious to the country; by draining i it of 
large fums of money for the purpoſe of 3 nn in the 
Engliſh funds. [nfs 


Mr. Coxav {aid that he would not offer any opinion on the 
made for the reduction of the intereſt, whether it was or 
was not the beſt poſſible bargain; but he was clearly of -opinion, 
that the reduction of intereſt was a meaſure iofinitely preferable 
for this country to the reduction of the debt with the moſt fincere 
attachment to @conomy in expenditure he would declare, though it 
might ap at firſt a paradox, that he did not wiſh iy the one 
dilling-of cha debt di or reduced. N 


eee paragraph by Paragraph. 


Sir Fa Ad cis HuTc#1nson objected to that clauſe, which 
allowed tickets to be ſub-divided ſo low as a 16th, alledging, that 
as in England a ten pound ticket could not be divided into 16 
ſhares, ſo here, where the value of a ticket was only five pound, 
they ought net to be dividable into more than eight ſhares ; = 
there was no reaſon why that poiſon ſhould be retailed in che 
doſes than 128. 6d. each, as the 68. 3d. doſe might be Ru d 
by every journeyman, mechanie, and tar and 


The enen or THE Excueqyrs objected. to * 
akeration, _ the clauſe paſſed. _. 2 


Mr. Mason 3 from the committee of ways and means 


for raiſing the Jopply gane to bus e. the e er reſo·- 


lutions: 


f | Ie Hat a duty of ell be paig by every perſan manu- 
tobacco for ſale in this kingdom, at any time between 


the 2 15 55 day of March, N and the 4 . of * 
3789... - 75 hoy od - avian 
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That a duty of 10]. be paid by every perſon carrying on 'the 
buſineſs of a pawnbroker, at any time between the 25th. day of 
March, 1788, and the asth day of March, 1789. 


The CHAnceil gn OF THE Excurqyrs preſented to 
Houſe, according to order, 


A bill for granting certain duties on carriages. 


A bill for licenſing hawkere and Eee petty 1 and 
other perſons. 


A bill for granting certain duties upon Ucenſcs to > be taken out 
by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned, 


Which were received and read the Sf time, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


A petition of Robert Watſon Wade was dad to the 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that in the return made to the 
Houſe at the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, of the ſeveral 
warrants drawn by the Navigation Board for the rivers Shannon 
and Barrow, then due and outſtanding, a warrant" for 2000l. 
dated 19th October, 1782, for the river Barrow, was omitted, 
upon a ſuppoſition that the ſame had been diſcharged at the trea- 
ſury, but which warrant remained then due and unpaid ; that the 
commiſſioners of impreſt accounts have reported to the Houſe 
this ſeſſion of Parliament that the expenditure of the ſaid ſum of 
| 2000l. has been fully proved before them; but no notice having 
been taken of ſaid warrant or its afnount in the ſchedule an- 
nexed to the act, on of the defect in ſaid return, the ſaid ſum 
remains ſtill due and unpaid to the petitioner, who is the holder 
en and prayin "S the Houſe to order 3 thereof. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1788. 


The SScRETANY OF STATE, ſaid he had a clauſe to move 
for, to be inſerted in the bill to promote the nen and 
hempen manufactures, which ſtood committed for this day, 
which he thought would very materially ſerve the linen manu- 
facture of this Kingdom in general, The clauſe went to this ef- 
fect— That the bounties granted for encouraging the growth of 
flax, and promoting a ſufficient ſupply of Iriſh flax- ſeed, which 
he underfiood was to be 7oool. ſhould be diſtributed in Tet equal 
proportions among the different provinces of this kingdom. He 
then moved, that the committee of the whole Houſe, to whom 
ſaid bill be referred, be impowered to receive ſaid clauſe. 


Mr. Corxv faid the clauſe propoſed by the right honourable 
gentleman involved a queſtion of very” great e no leſs 
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than the welfare of our ſtaple trade; and as the clauſe went to a 
total derangement. of the preſent ſyſtem of the linen board, he 
hoped the commitment of the bill would be poſtponed for a few 
days, in order to give gentlemen ſufficient time to confider ma- 
turely the-nature and probable conſequences of the clauſe now 
moved for by the right honourable gentleman, who, he was well 
convinced, was a warm friend to the ſtaple manufacture of this 
kingdom. ä ; hy” | 

The Secxgraxr or STATE aſſured the honourable gentleman, 
that if he imagined that the clauſe would be of the ſmalleſt preju- 
dice to the linen manufacture of this kingdom, whoſe proſperity 
he had ever warmly at heart, he would be the laſt man in that 
Houſe to propoſe it; but he was of opinion that. the clauſe he 
now moved for would tend rather to ſerve and encreaſe the linen 


manufaQure. 


The Cnancertor or Tus ExcxEQuer obſerved that the 
linen bill was a money bill, and by deferring it for any long time, 
it would be impeding the public buſineſs. 8 298 

It was then agreed to diſcharge the order for the committal of 
che bill for this day, and the clauſe was received. 


The Honourable Denis Bzowne, after obſerving on the nu- 
merous ſtatutes that are in force in this kingdom reſpeRing the 
fiſheries, and that they are become ſo complicated as to be at- 
tended with muct'tnconvenience, ſaid, in order to ſimplify them and 
bring them under one general head, he ſhould move for leave to 

bring in a bill 20 explain and amend the laws relative to the fiſheries 
on the coafls of this kingdom, „ | 


Mr. Cox ar ſaid he perfectly coincided in opinion with the ho- 

nourable gentleman, that a. reviſal and digeſt of all the fiſhery 

| aQts was rendered abſolutely neceſſary, _ _ | | 
Leave was given to bring in the bill. 


Mr. Mason reported the Ioan bill; and on the Speaker's put» 
ting the queſtion, that the ſaid bill be ingroſſed, | 


Mr. Pazsoxs ſaid that the loan bill, and the bill for reducin 
the legal intereſt of money, th this kingdom, mult be A rang, 
together, as parts of the ſame ſcheme ; that they both proceeded © 
from the 3 nd had evidently the fame ahject 
namely, the reduction of intereſt ; and that thus conſidered toge- 
ther, the deſign and extent of a ſcheme, now involved in ſome 
-obſcurity, might be diſcovered, Firſt, a private contract was 
made by the Righ ; Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to give. the profits of the lottery for two years, as a premium for 
fiping down the intereſt of goo, oool. of debt from 4 to 3 1-half 
per cent, and then the ſame gentleman propoſes a bill to reduce 
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the legal intereſt of money from ſix to five per cent. the opera- 
tion of which muſt be ſuch a confiderable riſe of the funds, as 
will N Os 3 1-half per cent. at leaſt up to par, and conſe- 


quently the lottery contractors will loſe nothing by the reduction 
of the intereſt of the 900, oool. from 4 to 3 1-half per cent. but 
will have the whole profits of the lottery for two years, amount- 
ing at a moderate computation, to 140,000). a clear gain; 
ſo that while by one bill he makes the nation pay for the reduc. 

tion of intereſt, 140, OOol. he propoſes another that will obliquely 
effectuate that reduQtion for nothing This is a bold ftroke of 
finance. I will not ſay, if theſe bills ſhould paſs, where this im- 
menſe ſum will be abſorbed 3 whether by a miniſter—whether by 

© a lottery contraſtor—whether by both—1 will only ſtate the 
fats. 

Even if the bill for reducing the Intereſt of money mould not 
paſs, ſee what ſort of bargain. is made for the nation. The in- 
tereſt of the funds, the right honourable gentleman has con- 
traced to reduce in this manner :—he is to call in, in the two 
years, 900,000. of debentures, which now bear an intereſt of 4 
per cent. and to iſſue others to the chntractors to the ſame amount, 
which are to bear an intereſt of 3 1-half per cent. and which they 

are to take at par. But a debenture of 1ool.. at 3 1-half per 
cent. now ſells for gol. conſequently To0,cook. of ſuch deben- 
tures will ſell for 90,000l. the loſs, therefore, to the contractors, 
on each 100,000l. will be but 16,000]. and the loſs upon the 
900,000]. but 90, oo0l. It will then ſtand thus: 
The profits of the lottery for two years '., . 140, o 


The loſs on the reduction of goo, oO0l. of deberi 
tures, from 4 to 3 1-half per cent. ; 1 es 
Gain of the "contractors  —= 2 ebe 


For the net Profits of the lottery for two years 140,000. mult 
be confidered a moderate eſtimate, ſince the tickets ſold laſt year 
at an average of 71. each, and ſince there is the higheſt probabi- 
lity that they will ſell much higher this year, for at this day the 
price of Engliſh tickets is 181. 15s. 45d. and Iriſh tickets being 

the value, if ſold at the ſame rate, ſhould be above'gl. 78. 6d. 
it alſo appears from the guinea chances now ſelling at the lottery 
offices, eight of which are in real value only equal to one Triſh 
ticket, and that without even Government ſecurity, are ſold 
for gl. 43. The tickets ought therefore to be ſold by Govern- 
ment at the loweſt for a. 158. each, that is 11. 158. profit, which 
on 40, ooo tickets, would bring 3 into the Treaſury 70, oool. each 
year, or 140, oool. in the two years. If none of the offers made 
to the miniſter were ſo high as this now flated, it mult be ow 
ing to the ſtrange incorporation of two meaſures, which ſhould ' 
have been kept diſtin& ; the ſale of the tickets, and the reduction 
of the e of the debt; becauſe this ſubjected contractors to 
much unneceſſary riſk : not only to the riſk upon any fall in the 
price of the Oy tickets, but to any fall in the mou of the 


% 
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debentures. .'The. contraftors, 1 four private pepſons, - and theſe 
wen of no very great con, equence, f. 585 0 of them are clerks in 
polt-office, the third a notary p lic, and the fourth ſome 
An 1 individual, could not be ſuppoſed to run a Tiſk upon 
ſuch a conſiderable ſum as two lotteries and 900, l. in deben- 
t in all above 1,300,000... wit hout being paid for i it enor- 
— 2 It ĩ is the ſtate that o 9 fo ſuch 825 as theſe, which 
individ ral wil r never do but at a' mo uſurious 9 5 The 
number of bidders were alſo much dimmiſhed by 5 way of com- 
plicating the lottery and debentures, for tone but great f. [pecula- 
tilts, or ſuch as are in the ſecrets of the finaiicier,. would venture 
* engage in ſuch a e undertaking... For what purpoſe 
aſk, was this complication? Was it to intimidate other 

iaders, and ſanction a monopoly, to theſe friends of the miniſ- 
ter? was it to obſcure and, cloud the whole ſcheme ;. to render it 
Mi to the public? Which it bas already done ſo effectu· 
ally, that many I have converſed with, had o a confuſed idea 
E lottery would reduce the intereſt of the debt by ſome 

ge kind of necromancy, Which they could not comprehend, 

jar * 4 they could not believe, that money raiſed in any other 


way, thas by that moſt pernicious of all others, . would be able to 
He iſt there was a 70 . romp taken of the | 


had now | been made on the 
had proved that the nation was now ripe e for _— reduction 
of intereſt.” But, there never was a eater, or, more 1 
fallacy. How could Goverument be aid to get mo 1 -half 
per cent. when 100]. dcbenture at that interelt fell 9 bold for 90l. 

whereas, if that aſſertion was true, it would ſell for 100l. 15 will 
not now pretend to ſay whether the reduction of intereſt i in gene · 
al is a wiſe meaſure or no, Hit certainly it is a , moſt important 
one, and I muſt again and again reprobate the atternpt to lead 


emen into it by ſuch. an illufion. - The attempt, However, 
vs how the two meaſures are interwoven, and that they make 


| but one ſyſtem, and that a ſy ſtem too, which. I muſt ſay has the 
extreme either of folly or of Hand at the. bottom of. it. To fine 
down, the intereſt of the debt, even if the bill for a general reduc- 

tion of intereſt ſhould not pals, would be an unwiſe meaſure. In- 
— on Government ſecurity, was even now a little below 4 per 
cent. as debentures at 3 1-half fold for gol. and that if the inte- 
reſt ſhould ſink lower than it is now, after this plan for the reduc- 
tion 4 to 3 I- We cent. A taken W Govern- 
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ment will not be able to profit by it, unleſs it ſhould fall even be- 
low 3 1-half per-cent. Vi. a, 

He then ſaid he would ſtate what he believed to be the viſeſt 
plan. Firſt to ſell the lottery tickets unincumbered with any 
project, at the loweſt profit; they would bring each year at leaſt, 
70,0001. into the Treaſury; then inſtead of fining down the in- 
tereſt of the debt, reduce with this ſum the debt itſelf ;. you will 


by this not only reduce the principal of the debt 140, oool. in 


the two years, but you will reduce the aggregate of the intereſt 


alſo, and in a greater degree than by the plan of the miniſter; for 
the intereſt of 140, oool. the reduction of the debt in the two 


years is at four per cent. 5600l. a year, whereas the reduction of 


the intereſt of 9oo, 200l. from four to 3 1-half per cent. is but 


45 0l. a year; beſides, the moment you begin to pay off the prin- 
cipal your funds will certainly riſe, and you will. probably be able 


at the end of the two years, to call in a great part of your deben- 
tures at four per cent. and iſſue out others at 3 1-half or 3-3 
1-fourths according as your funds riſe without any premium. 
See then the different ſtate, which your financiers would be in at the 
end of the two years; if you were to follow what I propoſe inſtead 


of the ſcheme of the right honourable member, the intereſt of your 


debt will be 1 100l. a year leſs than by his ſcheme; the debt itſelf 
will be 140, oool. leſs, and a great probability of being able with- 


out any expence to reduce the /intereſt of the remainder; which 


ſcheme I aſk then is to be preferred? , 


_ The anon 8 includes alſo the Wen 
I 


of inter 


value and bear a conſiderable premium, which will alſo fall into 
his contractors, and who at any rate will ſnatch fome profit from 


s 


"us 


they ſold at about 7. each, which, on 40, ooo tickets was a pro- 
fit of 60,0001. ©, „„ fs. TI: Ip 5 

e ſaid he muſt alſo object to a cloſe lottery, as this was called. 
The right honourable member himſelf had acknowledged that 
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all lotteries, antecedent to the laſt, had been corruptly diſpoſed 
of; and after ſuch an acknowledgment, every tranſaction relative 
to them from henceforth could not be too public. After ſuch an 
acknowledgment as to the paſt, one cannot help being ſuſpicious 
as to the future, and aſking, why is this negociation private? Why 
are the ſame contractors that were employed laſt year ſelected for 
this year, and for the next year? How came four men, ſo obſcure, 
to be fixed upon? How came four ſuch men to aſpire to ſo ex- 
travagant an enterprize ? By what arguments were they prevailed 
upon to dare the negotiation of 1 30, oo0l. ? As they could not at 
tempt ſuch an engagement of themſelves, who is to back and to 
- ſupport them? Who are to be their ſecret copartners? It is our 
- peculiar duty, to whoſe care the purſe of the nation is committed, 
to enquire into theſe things, and to protect it againſt the fraud or 
-folly of miniſters. If the national intereſt ſhall be reduced, there 
will be a loſs demonſtratively of 140, oo0l.—if it ſhall not be re- 
duced, there will be 59, oool. loſt to the nation; loſt to 
the honeſt creditors of the public, for the aggrandizement, if not 
of miniſters, of ſtock· jobbers and lottery mongers. A lottery 
is, of all others, the moſt miſchievous tax; it is a tax Þ er the 
morals, a tax upon the honeſty, and a tax upon the induftry of 
the people; which, with a wiſe legiſlature, ſhould be the laſt 
objects of taxation. But ſince it is decided that we ae to have 
the plagues of a lottery ; let us 'take care to have the profits of 
it alſo. W area? | 
PROT IA SH oli ria | 8; 74 
The CHancELLoRk or | THE ExCHEQUER obſerved that the 
honourable gentleman had aſſerted that no reduction on the in- 
tereſt of the public funds had taken place; this was an aſſertion 
he did not well underſtand, when the fact was, that 400, oool. 
were borrowed at 34 per cent. The honourable gentleman has 
objected to a cloſe bargain; and he has ſaid, that if a different 
mode was adopted for the negociation for the lottery, more bid- 
ders would have offered; but that was a general aflertion which 
did by no means apply. In England, the advantages ariſing from a 
cloſe bargain have been experienced for ſeveral years, and is now 
the mode conftantly adopted. Lie aſked, would the honourable 
gentiemes have Government hawk about tickets, one by one? 
He would alſo inform the honourable gentleman that tickets are 
a very fluctuating article; and he knew it to be a fact, that within 
three weeks of the drawing of the laſt lottery, there was a varia- 
tion of twenty ſhillings in the price of tickets. He ſaid he now 
once for all contended, that a profit to the nation had accrued of 
. $8161. annual ſaving, by means of the terms on which he negoti- 
ated the lottery, namely 2000l. on debentures reduced from 4 
to 3+ per cent. and 18 16l. on Treaſury bills reduced from 41. 
118. zd. to zl. 16s. 05d. per cent. intereſt ; which ſum of 38161. 
would pay the intereſt of 95,0001. at 4 per cent.; and he like- 
wiſe informed the honourable gentleman that the purchaſers of 
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the lottery muſt make a depoſit in the courſe of the current year 
of 800, oo0l. which advance would, in all probability, be attend- 
ed with ſome benefit to Government, and certainly not of any 
emolument to themſelves. | 


Mr. Busch (of Oldtown) wiſhed to know when the right 
honourable gentleman [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] and the 
honourable baronet [Sir Henry Cavendiſh] wouid bring in the 
bill for the reduction of the intereſt of money. He ſaid it was 
a meaſure of the higheſt importance, and ſhould be conſidered 
with every poſſible attention, and ought not to be precipitated. 
He wiſhed, however, the right honourable gentleman had agi- 


tated that queſtion previous to the loan, as it would, in all pro- 


* bability, be the means of his procuring better terms. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER affured the honovra- 


ble gentleman that there was not the ſmalleſt intention to pre- 


cipitate the meaſure, on the contrary, every reaſonable time 
would be given to that honourable gentleman, and to every other 
honourable gentleman, to conſider it maturely—but the meaſure 
of reducing: the intereſt of money could not poſſibly be brought 
forward at an earlier time—and the loan bill could not be delayed: 
he obſevved, what he hoped would give great pleaſure to every 
centleman in that Houſe, that the whole funded debt is now 
brought to 35 per cent. He ſaid he would not bring in the bill 
for ſome days, in order to give gentlemen time to give the ſub- 
ject every poſſible inveſtigation, | 4 

Mr. Buzcn declared, he did not mean to give any decided 
opinion as to the queſtion of reduction; but why he wifhed it 
had been earlier agitated was, tliat had it been known that ſuch 
a meaſure was to be brought forward, better terms, in negociat- 
ing the loan would, in all probability, have been had, He was 
confident that the mercantile intereſt of this kingdom would be 
much benefited by a reduction of intereſt ; he Taid he had a clauf. 
to propoſe to the bill for rendering the payment of intereſt money 
more effectual; for, he ſaid, there were ſeveral inftances where a 
great arrear of intereſt had accrued, which was ſeverely felt by a 
great number of perſons, who depended chiefly for ſubſiſtence on 
the intereſt money of ſums charged on landed property. He 


would not then argue the principle of the bill, but he was cer- 


tain the principle of his clauſe was a good one, and ought to be 
admitted. | | | 


Sir HENRY CAvxxpish ſubmitted it to the honourable gen- 
tleman, whether it would not be better to propoſe his clauſe in 
another ſtage of the buſineſs ? At the ſame time he obſerved, that 
there was a law already exiſting in this country, that in caſe of 
an arrear of a year and a half of intereſt, the party might apply 
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to the court to have a receiver appointed. For his part, he wiſhed 
the bill to be brought in as ſoon as poſſible, for in all probability 
there may be who will find themſelves intereſted in the 
event of it. He obſerved that a clamour was raiſed againſt the 
meaſure, but he was inclined to believe that it proceeded from 
no other than intereſted and ſelfiſh views. 


Mr. Georcs Poxsonsy ſaid he differed in opinion with re- 
ſpe to the bill for the reduction of intereſt ; he thought it a 
meaſure highly detrimental to this country ; as for his part he was 
a payer and not a receiver of intereſt, but from the beſt informa. 


tion he had received, it was by no means that*beneficial meaſure 


it had been repreſented, and he was confident that the firft in- 


formation and ſtricteſt inveſtigation was neceſſary for a ſubject of 


ſuch importance, and he wiſhed to know when' the bul was to be 
brought i in. 


The 0 oF THE Excnrquer ſaid the ſubject 


ought to be taken up on a broad principle; however it mult He 


obvious to every perſon, that if in one country intereſt is at fix 
per cent. and in another only at five per cent. one country la- 
bours, in point of trade, under a very great diſadvantage. He 
ſaid he ſhould introduce the bill in the courfe of the next treek. 


The Soricirox 8 ſaid there was no queſtion before 
the Houſe, and the beſt way for expediting public buſineſs would 
be to call for the order of the day ; but as the bill for the re- 
duction of intereſt had been mentioned, he owned he looked upon 
it as a ſubje& of the higheſt national importance, and he felt him- 
ſelf at preſent inclined to vote againſt it; however, when it ſhould 
come on to be diſcuſſed, for his part he would come to the Houſe 
and give a vote, ariſing roms conviction only, and e an b unbi: 


aſſed judgment. 


Mr. Masox reported from the committee of ways aud means 
the following reſolutions, which \ were agreed to by the Houſe. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


'That for and upon every almanack or calendar for any one par- 
ticular year, or for any time leſs than a year, which ſhall be print- 
ed on one ſide only of any one ſheet or piece of paper only, there 
| ſhall be paid a further duty of 1d. and for and upon every other 
almanack or ** for any one particular year, a further duty 
of 2d. 
| That every perſon ſelling ſpirits by retail within the city of 
Dublin, or five miles thereof, ſhall pay a duty of 108. over and 
| above all duties and rates payable during the time aforeſaid. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare and bring in a bill to explain and amend. an 
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act intitled an act for improving the police of the city of Dublin, 
and for other purpoſes, to inſert a claufe or clauſes in the ſaid 
bill, that the duty of 1ol. upon every perſon carrying on the bu- 
ſineſs of a pawn-broker; and alſo the duty of 10s. upon every 


- perſon ſelling ſpirits by retail within the city of Dublin, or five 


miles thereof, be collected by the commiſſioners appointed by the 
ſaid act, and applied to the purpoſes of the ſaid act. 


Alſo that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to inſert 2 
clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill, that the duties upon all perſons 
hawking about trees, ſnrubs or plants for ſale; on all perſons who 
ſhall ſell, or expoſe to ſale, in any ſtall, Rand, ſhed, booth or 
bulk, or other place, not being a part of or in his dwelling houſe, 
any new or old books, maps, prints, charts, pamphlets or draw- 
ings; and on every perſan who ſhall expoſe to ſale any glaſs bot- 
tles, not being the maker or importer thereof, or not ſelling wine, 
ſpirits, beer or alg ; and alſo on every perſon who ſhall ſell, or 
expoſe to ſale, any old iron or old lead; and alſo on every per- 
ſon who ſhall ſell, or expoſe to fale, old clothes in any ſtall, ſtand, 
ſhed, booth, bulk, ſhop or other place, he collected by the coin- 
miſſioners appointed under ſaid act, and applied to the purpoſes 
of the ſaid act. Bot ; 


Alſo that it be an inftrution to the committee appointed to 
prepare and bring in one or more bill or bills, purſuant to the 
reſolutions of the committee of ſupply, to inſert a clauſe or clau- 
ſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the further duties laid on alma- 
nacks and calendars, and the duty on Dublin directories, be ap- 
plied in the firſt place towards the diſcharge of the intereſt of the 
ſum of 3000l. granted in the laſt ſeſſion to the provoſt, fellows 
and ſcholars of the College of the holy and undivided Trinity of 
Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin, for the purpoſe of carrying on 
the ſquare in the ſaid College, called the Parliament-ſquare, agree- 
ably- to the terms: fet forth in their petition preſented to this 
Houſe the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; and the reſidue towards 
defraying the neceſſary expences of Government. 


* 


Moxvpar, Ferxuvary 11, 1788. 


The loan bill being read a third time, 1 


Mr. Paxsoxs ſaid he muſt ftill continue to complain that Go- 
vernment had not made ſo good a bargain as they might have 
done, had they ſold the tickets in ſmall portions ; and he thought 
that as the national rate of intereſt was now to be reduced from 
6to 5 percent. the undertakers of the lottery might have afford- 
& more advantageous terms than they had given to the public. 


— 
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Mr. FitzHERBERT ſaid the arguments of the honourable 

entleman ſeemed all to reſolve themſelves into this queſtion— 
would it have been better for the public that the loan ſhould be 
connected with a cloſe lattery, or that Government ſhould, as 
upon former occaſions, ſell out the tickets in ſmall parcels ? 

It would not, he ſaid, be a very dignified meaſure of Govern— 
ment to enter into a retail trade, and above all trades Government 
was leaſt fitted for that of retailing lottery tickets—it was a kind 
of buſinefs which could be only purſued to profit by private per- 
ſons, whoſe whole attention muſt be devoted to it, There was 
then but one thing that Government could have done, which 


was, diligently to ſeek out and encourage propoſals from as many 


competitors as they could poſhbly find. This had been done, a 
great number of propoſals had been received, ſome of them, par- 
ticularly from perſons at this fide of the water, very liberal ones; 
and he would even venture to aſſure the Houſe, in = moſt ſolemn 
manner, that the very higheſt were thoſe accepted of. 


Mr. Boss ſaid the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but 


one, had taken vp an opinion which required one word of obſcr. 
vation. He had aſſerted that lottery tickets had been ſoid at 7], 
and had therefore inferred that Government ſhould have got 7, 
for each ticket of the preſent year. This was an odd kind of rea- 
ſoning indeed. A man might eventually fell an article for 71. and 
therefore he was expected to purchaſe it at that price in the ſirſt 
inſtance; but if the hongurable gentleman would take the trouble 
of a moment's reflection, he would perceive that the circumſtance 
of the lottery being cloſe was the very thing that enabled the 
undertakers to ſell fome tickets at 71. as it enabled them to ſup- 
ply the market in proportion to the demand, and to riſk, per- 
haps, the drawing of a number which might have lain upon their 
hands, a cireumſtance of which Government could not poſſibly 
make a like advantage. 


The Srcagraxr OF STATE ſaid that the honowable gentle. 
man had ſeemed to take it for granted, that when the national rate 
of intereſt Thould be reduced to 5 per cent. the value of Govern- 
ment debentures and treaſury bills would fall ; but this was by no 
means a conſequence to be expected. He remembered perfectly 
well when Government could readily borrow at 4 per cent. though 
private perſons could not get money at 6. Public credit might 
be very high at the ſame time that private credit was at a low 
be gueſtion was then put, and the bill paſſed unanimouſly. 


The SzcrtTary or STATE moved to amend the clauſe im- 
poſing a duty of ten ſhillingg on each barrel of herrings, and, 
inſtead of the word © ten,” that the word © four” ſhould be 


— roy pops — — OA AG Pd root eo n * 


2 


\ 


1788.J r - 


He ſaid he knew that, by this motion, he encountered ſtrong 
and general prejudices in favour of the Iriſh fiſhery. He ac- 
knowledged the importance of the object, and profeſſed himſelf 
to be as warm a friend to the attainment of it as any man in 
the kingdom ; but faid, that the difference of opinion, between 
the too ſanguine ſupporters of this meaſure and himſelf, was this 
—whether it was to be forced by a prohibitory duty, which was 
their opinion, or by a high duty, with 60,0001. given for its 
encouragement, and a large bounty on the export, which was his 
decided opinion; and, ſpeaking as he did in a ſpirit of the fulleſt 
conviction, he requeſted his reaſons ſhould be attended to, and 
that he ſhould be anſwered by argument, and not over- ruled by 
numbers. He ſaid that a right honourable friend of his, acting, 
he was perſuaded, more from- public than private motives, had 
given 20,000ly of his own property for this national purpoſe ; 
that Government had co-operated with his ſpirited efforts, by 
advancing 20, oool. of the public money in this great adventure, 
and alſo a further ſum of 10,000l. given by other gentlemen of 
the ſame part of the kingdom. Thoſe great encouragements, 
with a high duty on the import, and a large bounty on the ex- 
port, were either a ſufficient preference, or the object was not of 
public utility. He thought that no prohibitory duty ſhonld have 
been impoſed, till it ſhould appear that *we were able to ſupply 
ourſelves with this neceſſary of life, of commerce, and manufac- 
ture. This was his opinion when the prohibitory duty was firſt 


moved. He oppoſed it with all his ſtrength, but the ſplendour 


of the offer had dazzled the eyes of the public ; and perhaps the 
partiality of that Houſe to a worthy member, reſtored to it 
beyond all hope, had added to the public deluſion. Having op- 
poſed this meaſure in every ſtate of its progreſs, and pledged 
himſelf to the Houſe to renew his oppoſition to it, on the failure 
of a ſufficient ſupply, he was bound, that event having taken 
place, to ſubmit, once more, his ſentiments to that aſſembly, and 
lamented moſt ſincerely that the health of the right honourable. 
gentleman had prevented his attendance, believing that no man 
would be more influenced by motives of humanity than the pa- 
tron of that meaſure. He ſaid herrings were a neceſſary of life to 
the lower orders of people in the South of Ireland, particularly 
on the extenſive coalt in the weſtern parts of it, where they were 
become very numerous. That milk, on the ſea coaſt there, was 
ſo ſcarce, that the poor could. not purchaſe it: that potatoes and 
herrings were their only ſupport : that theſe had an oil and a 
nouriſhment, which no other fith could ſupply in the fame degree. 
That fince this prohibitory law, there was no ſupply of this ne- 
ceſſary of life in the winter and ſpring, when it was moſt wanted, 
and in other ſeaſons the price was doubled. He aſked whether 
the poor of Ireland were ſo abundantly provided for, as to juſtify 
the raiſing one of their principal neccfſaries to double the former 
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expence. He deſired gentlemen to advert to the policy of the 
nation in the ſyſtem of the corn laws; and what was that? When 
corn roſe beyond a certain price, our ports were thrown open to all 
the world : and why? Becauſe when we cannot ſupply ourſelves 
at reaſonable rates, the whole worid is our market. Shall we uſe 
thoſe precautions in the neceſſaries of life for the higher and mid- 
dle claſſes, and totally reject them when the neceſſaries of the 
poor are to be affected? If we continued to do ſo, we ſhould 
act againſt the known principles of every ancient kingdom, par- 
ticularly of Athens and Rome, and of every modern ſtate in 
Europe, ſtriking inſtances of which he mentioned from the dif- 
ferent ſtates in Italy, and well governed republics of Switzer- 
land; and called upon his opponents to mention any example in 
antient or modern ſtory, where a neceſſary for the poor, which 
their country did not ſupply, was loaded with a prohibitory duty, 
Giving a decided preference to your own produce, by a high duty 
on the prod ce of other countries, and the increafing this gra- 
dually, would have been right ; that true political economy and 


commercial wiſdom proceed with #flow, cautions and deliberate 


ſtep, and aie not accuſtomed to ruſh at, once with precipitate 
frenzy into extremes. He therefore earneltly beſought every 
gentleman to lay his hand upon his breaſt, and endeavouring to 
raife his mind to that Being who provides food for all his erea- 
tures, and adminiſters to the neceſſities of one part of his creation 
from the abundance of the other; to ſay, ſeriouſly and Yolemnly, 


by what principle, moral or religious, they are juſtiſied in tear- - 


ing from the mouth of piuing indattry, the morſel that ſuſtains 
it. He ſaid this was alſo au important article of commerce, and 
Fave employnient to ſeveral manufactures; that its importance 
was increaſed by its being a neceſſary aſſortment in the victualling 
trade, which, as a commercial object, was next in value to our 
linen trade; that the whole was materially injured by the want 
of this ſupply at a reaſonable price, and in proper time; and that 
ſtips now ſometimes waited three months for it, in imminent 
danger of lofng their paſſage. He heard but one ohjection—it 
was ſaid that by this tradeForeign berrings ſometimes found their 
way into the Britiſh colonies, and that this was injurious to the 
Britiſh fiſheries But he deſired to atk ſome queſtions. Was 
Great Britain able to fupply her colonics with this article? Did 
nut Gottcaburgh, inflead of Ireland, now ſupply them? Were 
the Pritiſh colcnies the only places to which this article was ex- 
ported? Were there not governors and revenue officers in the 
Britiſh colonies to prevent any illicit importativn there? Was 
the export from Ireland illicit? Was it commercial wiſdom to 
detiroy the trade itfelf, Icft any illicit practices ſhould creep into 
it? Should not the advocates for prohibition be able to anſwer 
thoſe queſtions before they determined to perſevere in ſo injurious 
' a micaſure? He ſaid, be did nut believe there were any illicit 
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practices, and ſaid that no man was a warmer friend than himſelf 


to the Britiſh fiſheries, and ta whatever tended to increaſe the 


wealth and ſtrength of that kingdom, which he conſidered as 
eſſential to the proſperity of this country ; but thought the Bri- 
tiſh fiſheries a mere pretence for the introduction of this prohibi- | 
tory duty. His motion, he ſaid, was not againſt the ſupply, but 
tended to increaſe it; he therefore hoped for the aſſiſtance of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ,and that he would not be de- 
terred by the example of Spurius Malius, who loſt his life by the 
combination of the great among his own . countrymen, for being 
thought too kind to the poor. He concluded with calling upon 
the gentlemen of, the South for their teſtimony. of the facts, 
which he ſtated from information, but they could vouch from 
their own knowledge; and deſired their aſſiſtance on a ſubject of 
ſuch importance to that part of the kingdom. | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER faid it is certain the 
means taken to encourage our own fiſheries have greatly encreaſed 
the price of fiſh ; but this is n evil the country muſt ſubmit to 
in every inſtance where ſhe endeavours to encourage any branch 


of her own trade by a protecting duty. However, in this caſe, 


if the fiſhery had not been protected, inſtead of having fiſh dear, 
we ſhould have had no Iriſh fiſh at all, and therefore the high 
price was a penalty to which the country chearfully ſubmitted, 
in order to promote ſo important a branch of her trade. 'That 
the high duty and the bounties had promoted this important 
branch, was obvious from à very ſimple fact: The year previous 
to that in which the duty was laid on, Ireland had imported of 
foreign fiſh to the value of 70,0001. the laſt year ſhe had exported 
of her own fiſh to the value of 70,0001. making a difference of 
140,000]. This he conſidered as a very great object to the coun- 
try. But there were others of much greater magnitude promot- 
ed by the fiſhery—the increaſe of ſeamen, the increaſe of our 
marine, and of every trade and manufacture thereto ſubſervient. 

He begged leave alſo to obſerve, that the very means propoſed 
by the right honourable gentleman had been that purſued by Par- 
liament in promoting our fiſhery—they had at firſt laid a very 
ſmall duty on the importation of foreign fiſh, and by degrees had 
raiſed it to its preſent height, from which-he hoped they would 
not recede, as the countries that were competitors with us for 
trade had ſo many advantages from nature, that the utmoſt pro- 
tection was ſcarcely ſufficient to enable us to meet them even in 
our own market ; beſides, as the Iriſh fiſheries were laſt year ra- 
ther unſucceſsful, if the ſupport of Parliament was now with- 
drawn, they muſt ſink altogether. | 


Mr. Coak ſaid he had once the pleaſure of ſurveying the coaſts 
Fi its numberleſs ſpacious bays 


of this iſland ; he had then behel 
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and capacious harbours—ſcenes which it was impoſſible to view 
without a ſigh at their deſolate condition, and a wiſh to ſee them 
turned to purpoſes of utility—an extenlive fiſhery was certainly 
that branch of commerce which bid faireſt to enable this country 
to benefit by the advantages nature had beſtowed, and he there- 
tore, upon all occaſions, had endeavoured to promote its intereſts, 
Though he dilfered with the right honourable Secretary of 
State, he was read y to beſtow that praiſe which was ſo much his 
due, for the zeal with which he eſpouſed the intereſts of his im- 
mediate conſtituents, the citizens of Cork; and certainly if the 
:nterelt of Cork only was to be conſidered, there could not be a 
moment's heſitation at letting in the foreign herrings ; but there 
were many great objects in view—there were befides the imme. 
diate profit accruing to this country, the honour and intereſt of 
Britain; the encouragement of our fiſheries laid the ſureſt foun- 
dation for rearing and eſtabliſhing. a numerous body of ſeamen, 
the beſt defence and ſecurity of the empire, and which, as it was 
our duty, he knew it was our inclination to promote; but if our 
ports were to be open to foreign fiſh, we ſhould deprive both 
Great Britain and ourſelves of the benefits ariſing from this great 
nurſery of ſeamen. N 
The Swedes, he obſerved, from! ſome natural 1 were 
able to ſell their herrings at gs. the barrel. Here a barrel, not 
containing ſo many fiſh, could not be afforded leſs than 11. 2s. gd. 
The Swedes then, even againſt our duty of 108. per barrel, could 
ſend their fiſh cheaper to our market than we could, if other en- 
couragements had not been given; he could not therefore conſent 


to take away any part of the acts as he&new ſuch an act would 
. ruin our own fiſhery. 


"The ChAxcELLOR OF THE biens preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, 


A bill for continuing an act, intitled an at for facilitating the , 
trade and intercourle between this kingdom and the United States 
of America. 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty the duty therein mentioned, 
to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange. 


A bill for granting the fum of 4000l. to the truſtees ofthe 
lincn manufacture. 


4 


A dill for granting the fan of Goos. ta the Lord Chancellor 
and Chief Judges, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and, ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 
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Sir EDWAND NewENHam ſaid he had a petition in his hand, 
figned by a numerous and induſtrious body of men. That trade 
had left the Weſtern part of this city and gone to the Eaſt, by 
which that part of the city where the petitioners dwelt, was 
running to rapid decay; that there were ſeveral reſpectable names 
ſigned to it, in een give it further weight with Parliament; 
that the name of a nobleman [Earl of Meath] equally reſpected 
for his public and private virtues, as for his humanity and benevo- 
lence, appeared as the firſt ſignature ; that petitioners fulleſt hopes 
of redreſs centered in the preſent patriotic adminiſtfation; that 
they ſhewed the moſt unbounded zeal and loyalty on the return 
of their beloved Marquis of Buckingham, whom they beheld as 
their patron and protector. He regretted the abſence of his 
right honourable colleague, who had always ſupported and ſerved 
the petitioners, and who could point out clearly their real ſitua- 
tion; that for his part, he was unable to do their petition the 
juſtice it merited their caſe, the facts ſtated therein, their po- 
verty, and the humanity of the Houſe, would be the beſt plead- 
ers in their cauſe. He was glad to ſee a right honourable mem- 
ber [Mr. Fi zherbert] juſt come in, and therefore mult remind 
him that the petitioners were thoſe poor, yet honeſt manufactur- 
ers, who in the warmth of their zeal, yoked their necks to the 
Vice-royal carriage, and drew the repreſentative of Majeſty to 
his royal manſion ; that the Houſe had formerly exonerated them 
from other taxes ; that they were willing to pay the old watch 
taxes, but that they were totally unable to pay the police, which 
was now double the old watch tax ; that even if. they were able 
to pay the police, they thought it hard to pay for men who never 
viſited their part of the city. ; 


A petition of the inhabitants of the barony of Donore, in 
tbe county of Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that ſeveral 
of the petitioners are induſtrious manufacturers, and that a greater 
part depend on the ſcanty produce of their annual labour, which, 
for ſome period back, bath afforded them a very precarious and 

inconſiderable ſubſiſtence; that for theſe many years paſt the an- 
_ cient parochial taxes have been collected by the pariſh officers 
with much difficulty, by ' reaſon of the very declining ſtate of 
ſaid barony ; that from a conviction of the extreme indigence of 
the petitioners, the Houſe thought proper to exempt them from 
the operation of the late acts for paving, lighting and cleanſing 
the ſtreets; that the petitioners being comprehended ùnder the 
police law, are ſubje& to the payment of the tax thereof, which, 
being one-half higher than any other rate or tax whatſoever to 
which the petitioners have been heretofore accuſtomed, muſt, and 
will, if continued, prove highly injurious and oppreſſive ; that 
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the petitioners are ſenſible that the legiſlature, on paſſing of ſaid 
law, did intend that taxation and protection ſhould go hand in 
hand, but are ſorry to obſerve that fuch their intention has not 
been at all fulilled, the petitioners having been left totally de- 
fenceleſs ſince the police inſtitution, as a ſtationary, or patrole 
vatchman, has ſcarcely ever been feen on duty in any part of ſaid 
barony ; that the petitioners Fe molt anxiouſly defirons of ſee- 
ing the public peace fully preſerved, and every ſpecies of riot, 
ontrage and combination effeQually ſuppreſſed, and have hitherto 
been, and are ſtill willing, to exert thenrſelves to the utmoſt of 
their power. for attaining the laudable and defirable purpoſes 
aforcſaid; that the petitioners, far from preſuming io dictate to 
the Houſe, do molt humbly conceive, that were they placed on 
the footing of ſome of the late parochial regulations or laws by 
which the city watch was governed, they would be enabled to 
protect themſelves at an expenſe more ſuitable to their capacity 
than that which they are ar preſent liable to pay.; and therefore 
praying relief. ry Ty 213 

A petition of the Company of Undertakers of the Grand 
Canal, under their common ſeal, was. preſented to the Houſe 
and read; fertinw forth, that previous to the year 1772, conſi- 
derable ſums had been expended by Parliament in making canals, 
particularly a canal from Dublin to the river Shannon, and in 
endeayouring to render many of the rivers of this kingdom na- 
viable, without any work of conſiderable advantage having been 
executed by means of ſuch expeuditure ; that by an act of Par- 
Fament of the eleventh and twelfth years of his prefent Majeſ- 
ty's reign, for granting and continuing certain duties therein 
mentiobed, for the uſc of the Corporation for promoting and 
carrying on inland navigation, after reciting, * that the method 
of carrying en inland navigation altogether at the public ex- 
pence might be found in many inſtances inconvenient, burden- 
lone, and. attended with great delay, and that the improve- 
ment of this kingdom might be promoted, if private fubſcribers 
could be found, who would carry on fuch works at their own 
ex5ence, and that it would, be reaſonable to give to ſuch ſub- 
fer bers ſome enconragement {9 to do,“ jt was enacted, „ that 
it ſhould be lawfnl for the Navigation Board, whenſoever it ſhould 
appear to them that the making or compleating any inland na- 
vig ation would be too expenſive to be compleated at the public 
charge alone, to transfer the property of ſuch navigation to any 
private ſubſcribers who ſnould be willing to complete the ſame, 
and euter into a contract for fo doing in the manner in ſaid act 
ſpecified, and that it ſhonld be lawful for the ſaid Navigation 
Board, for the encouragement of ſuch ſubſcribers, to give them 
out of ſuch duties an aid towards carrying on ſuch navigation, 
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not exceeding in the whole one- ſixth part of the ſum which 
ſhould be neceſſary for carrying on and compleating ſuch naviga- 
tion ;”* that induced by the encouragement held out by ſaid act 
of Parliament, certain individuals in the year 1772, immediately 
after pallſing of ſaid act, and in purſuance thereof, entered into a 
written contract with the Navigation Board for the completion of 
the grand canal to Monaſterevan 'gn the river Barrow within the 
term of fix years, in which time it was then ſuppoſed ſaid work 
might be executed, on their receiving, in purſuance of ſaid act, 
atransfer of the works then begun in the line to Monaſtereven, 
and the one-fixth part of the ſum at which the expence of 1aid 
work was eſtimated ; that the ſaid engagement had been ſcarcely 
formed between the ſaid individuals aud the Navigation Board, 
when it appeared to the public, to Parliament, and to ſaid indi- 
viduals, that the ſaid contract was too narrow to anſwer the end 
of the above recited act, and to give to the community the full 
benefit of its proffered hberality in the promotion of inland na- 
vigation; that in conſequence thereof, and in the very ſame ſeſ- 
ſion, a law. was enacted, in purfuance of which, the preſent com- 
pany, on the 2 1ſt day of July, 1772, becanie incorporated, by 
the name of The Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal; 
and by ſaid act, the very ſame property in the line to Monaſter- 
evan, that had been transferred by the Navigation Board to ſaid 
Sent” n Rs” 
individuals, 1 formed an inconſiderable part of ſaid company) 
together with the property of ſo much more of the grand canal 
as had been formed or purchaſed in the line to the Shannon, 
were transferred by the legiſlature to the ſaid company, without 
any condition, reſtriction or limitation in point of time or other- 
wiſe for the completion thereof; and the ſaid company were 
fo incorporated for the expreſs purpoſe of extending the ſaid 
works, not only to the river Barrow at Monafterevan, but to the 
river Shannon, the river Boyne, the river Liffey, and the town 
of Athy ; that the ſaid company ſo incorporated, conceiving 
that the ſaid contract entered into between the Navigation Board 
and ſaid individuals was virtually ſuperſeded by the ſaid act of in- 
corporation, and that it was apparent, from the two aforeſaid 
acts, that it was the clear ſenſe of the legiſlature that they 
ſhould be reimburſed in enc-ſixth part of the money bona fide ex- 
pended on the works fo intiuſted to their government, made con- 
liderable ſubſcriptions towards defraying the expence thereof, aud 
entered into the execution of ſaid works, without the precaution 
of entering into a contract in writing, or cf procuting any legal 
ſecurity that the terms ſd held out by Paſhament ſhould be ac- 
tually complied with; but the Navigation Board agreed to give 
them one fixth part of the ſum neceſlary for the compleating the 
ſame, relying on the intereſt the ſaid company had in laying out 
their ov/n money with ceconomy and effect, and in finiſhing the 
works which were to reward their labours in as ſhort a period as 
poſſible ; that the company having proceeded in the execution of 
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ſaid undertaking, the Navigation Board, in purſuance of their 

agreement, from time to time drew warrants on his Majeſty's 
"Treaſury, payable (out of the ſaid duties) to the company, ſuffi- 
cient evidence being laid before ſaid Board, according to the di- 
rections of ſaid firſt in part recited act, that five times the amount 
of ſuch warrants had been prev ouſly expended on ſaid works; 

that though the expence of ſaid. navigation to Monaſtereven had 
been eſtimated at 60,000). and ſaid individuals previous to the 
incorporation of the company had by ſaid written contract 
agrecd to execute the ſame in fix years for {aid ſum, yet in the 
year 1778, fix years after the time of incorporation of ſaid com- 
pany, and the commencement of the wofk, and aſter warrants 


had been drawn by the Navigation Board in purſuance of faid 
luaſt mentioned act of Parliament in favour of the ſaid Company 


for upwards of 10,000]. in conſequence of an expenditure of up- 
wards of 50,000l. of their own private property, the legiſla- 
ture, by an act of that year, (the 17th and 18th of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign ) continued the before-mentione@ duties, amount- 
ing to about 7000!. per annum to the Navigation Board for ſeven 
years, expreſsly reciting, <4 that they had entered into contract 
with private ſubſeribers who had undertaken to execute ſeveral 


works, to give to ſuch ſubſcribers an aid of the one- ſixth part 
of the ſums by. them from time to time expended in making and 


compleating the ſame, and that if the ſaid duties were not conti- 


nued the public faith. would be violated and broken, and that 


the works ſo contracted for would probably be diſcontinued and 
totally dgſerted ly means of ſuch breach of compact, to the 
ivjury, of ſuch private ſubſcribers and the great loſs and detriment | 
of the kingdom ; and faid duties were thereby ſo continued for 
the expreſs purpoſe of preventing ſuch injuries, and effec- 
tually enabling the Navigation Board to carry on complete works 
of ſuch public advantage; that no aid, in purfuance of faid 
firſt mentioned act, having been at any time given or promiſed 
by the Navigation Board to any ſubſcribers, perſons or company 


whatſoever, except to the ſaid Company, they therefore were 


conſidered and conſidered themſelves to be the ſole objects of ſaid 
act of the ſeventeenth and eightcenth of his preſent Majeſty, and 
encouraged thereby, notwithſtanding many unforeſeen difacul- 
ties and expences had ariſen in the proſecution of ſaid works, 
proceeded thereon with additional ſpirit, without its having ever 
vccurred to, them to conſider whether any contract in writing 
between themand the Navigation Board, was or was not necet- 
ſary to entitle them to the encouragement offered to the public 
by the eleventh and twelfth of his Majeſty, and appropriated by 
the ſeventeenth and eighteenth of his Majeſty, by fo ſtrong au 
i:nplication to the works carrying on by the Company; that in 
ſome time after wards ſaid Company having expended the greater 

art of the money at firſt ſubſcribed, and finding the. reſidue to- 
tally inadequate to complete theis original objects, many of their 
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members, wearied out with the difficulties and expences of ſaid 
undertaking, ſold or forfeited their ſtock, and ſome of the re- 
maining members had it in contemplation to finiſh faid canal to 
the town of. Naas, and there to ſtop ; but many of the preſent 
members of the Company finding ſaid Company in poſſeſſion and 
receipt of ſaid aid, and from the clear and explicit terms of ſaid _ 
laſt mentioned act of Parliament, not doubting a continuance of 
it, and truſting to the well-known liberality of Parliament, that 
if even ſaid aid ſhould be inſufficient for the attainment of its ob- 
jects they would not permit men to be ſufferers, who ſhould ad- 
vance their money for the public ſervice, they were induced to 
purchaſe the ſtock of ſuch members as withdrew themſelves, and 
the Company in this confidence then reſolved to continue their 
works at leaſt to Monaſtereven; that the petitioners in the inter- 
val between the time of their incorporation in the year 1772, 
and the 1ſt day of October, 1784, expended on ſaid works a 
ſum of 148,5011. 4s. of which the ſum of 123.7511. was their 
own private property, and having from time to time, in purſu- 
ance of ſaid firſt in part recited act, laid before the Navigation 
Board ſatisfactory proofs of the due expenditure thereof, they 
from time to time received from ſaid Board warrants on his Majeſ- 
ty's Treaſury (payable out of ſaid duties) for ſeveral ſums, ampunt- 
ing together to the ſum of 24,7 501. 45. being the one-fixth part 
of their ſaid expenditure, of which warrants to the amount of 
14,8381. 48. have been at ſundry times diſcharged, and five of ſaid 
warrants for the reſidue of ſaid ſum, viz. 991 al. {till remain unpaid; 
that the ſaid works requiring conſtant ſupplies of money, and 
the time of the payment of ſaid warrants being very un- 
certain, (on account of ſaid duties being otherwiſe applied 
though by the terms of ſaid firſt mentioned act, and by faid 
agreement entered into between the ſaid board and the peti- 
tioners, the petitioners were led to expect prompt payment of 
ſaid aid, they were therefore under a neceſſity of diſpoſing of 
ſaid warrants to individuals, for which the petitioners received the 
full amount on ſubjecting themſelves to the legal intereſt thereof, 
until the ſaid warrants ſhould be diſcharged, which intereſt they 
have ever fince regularly paid; that ſhortly after the ſaid 1ft day 
of Ocober, 1784, the Navigation Board were by a vote of the 
Houſe incapacitated from further acting under the powers veſted 
in them, and therefore did not afterwards iſſue any warrants in 
purſuance of ſaid agreement, though the petitioners (as no one 
of ſaid works was then finiſhed, and the ſame were too far pro- 
ceeded upon to be all together deſerted) were under a neceſſity 
of expending further ſums, which they accordingly did, in an 
humble confidence that the legiſlature would on the diſſolution of 
ſaid board, and the appropriation of ſaid duties, at the leaſt pro- 
vide for the due performance of ſaid agreement entered into by 


the ſaid board on behalf of the public with them; that from the 
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faid 1ſt day of October, 1784, to the iſt day of February, 
1787, the petitioners expended in the execution of ſaid works a 
further ſum of 70,0051. 118. 34d. of their own private property, 
and on that expenditure humbly conceive themſelves to be juſtly 
entitled to the one- ſixth part thereof, which with the amount of 
faid five undiſcharged warrants, and the intereft thereof from 
their reſpective duties, amounted in the whole on the iſt of Fe- 
bruary, 1787, to the ſum of 25,024). 128. 81d. the particu— 
lars of which appear in the annexed account; that in the ſeſſion 
of Parliament of 1785 the Houſe having entered into reſoluti— 
ons, that © it would be expedient that a fund ſhould be provid. 
ed for paying ſo much of the warrants iſſued by the Navigation 
Board as the commiſhoners of impreſt accounts ſhould certify the 
juſt expenditure of on the ſeveral navigations for which ſach ſums 
were granted, and alſo for the payment of ſuch warrants as had 
been iſſued to companies of undertakers, purſuant to their con- 
tracts with the Navigation Board, and that in accounting for 
fach expenditure no allowance ſhould be given by faid commiſ- 
fioners for any premium, diſcount or interelt, which ſhould ex. 
ceed legal intereſt,” the petitioners furniſhed the faid commiſ- 
fioners with a ſtatement of their demands, upon which the ſaid 
commiſſioners reported to the Houſe in the Taft ſeffton, “ that 
they had not procceded to make declaration thereon, the condi- 
tions of a contract (ſuppofed by them to have been) entered into 
between the Navigation Board and the petitioners not having 
been in their opinion fo far complied with as to warrant the faid 
commiſſioners paſſing of ſaid account,“ or to that effect, by which 
contract mentioned in ſaid report, the ſaid commiſſioners meant 
faid written contract entered into between ſaid individuals and the 
Navigation Board for the execution of ſaid canal to the river Bar- 
row at Monaſterevan within fix years, which was entered into 
previous to the exiſtence of the petitioners as a corporation, and 
to the terms of which they therefore humbly ſubmit they could 
not be bound, more eſpecially as the works undertaken by the 
petitioners on their incorpo: ation greatly exceeded in magnitude 
and number the fingle work mentioned in faid written contract, 
and were in their nature incapable of execution in ſaid term of fix 
vears: and it appears that = ſame was fully underſtood by the 
tegiftature at the time of incorporation of the petitioners ; for by 
the recital of the a& of their incorporation, it is ſtated that the 
works undertaken by them would require an expenditure of 
t50,000. and npwards, and the capital Rock of the company 
is thereby made 150,000]. with the power to ſubſcribe further 
fams, and to borrow ſuch in addition to ſuch ſubſcriptions as 
might be neceſſary for executing ſaid recited works, which ex- 
tent of capital and powers would have been totally uſeleſs and 
nugatory had Parliament ſuppoſed that the whole of ſaid works 
could have beer compleated for the limited ſum of Go, ocol.; 
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that the petitioners being informed that it was the intention of 
the legiſlature to diſſolve the Navigation Board, and to appro- 
priate by act of Parliament the ſaid duties to the encouragement 
of inland navigation, and conceiving that though they had not a 
ſtrictly legal right, yet that under the cireumſtances of their caſe 
they had a ju and equitable claim upon the public for the ſaid 
ſum of 25,024!. 128. Sad. they applied in the lat ſeſſion of 
Parliament by petition to the Houſe, Rating the grounds of ſaid 
claim, and praying that, if neceſſary, they might be beard by 
their counſel in ſupport thereof; that upon hearing the peti- 
tioners' counſel, and upon confideration of the merits and cir- 
cumſtances of their caſe, the Houſe on the 8th day of March, 
1787, one hundred and fixty-four members being preſent, re- 
ſolved, ** that the conduct and exertions of the petitioners enti- 
tled them to the countenance and protection of Parliament;“ 
that the petitioners reſted in an humble hope that Parliament 
would, in comphance with the {pirit and meaning of the above 
reſolution, admit the equitable claim made by them, or ar leaſt 
make ſome adequate compenſation for the heavy loſſes they ſuſ- 
tained in carrying on their works ; that without any interference 
on the part of the petitioners, a bill was ſoon after ſaid reſolution 
brought into Parliament and paſſed into a law, whereby, among 
other things, it was enacted, ** that as ſoqn as the commiſhoners 
of impreſt accounts ſhould certify to the vice-treaſurers or their 
deputies that the petitioners had entered into a recognizance be- 
fore the barons of the Exchequer in the penalty of 24,000). 
conditioned that they ſhould within five years compleat a good 
and ſufficient ſtill- water navigation from the bridge of Monaſter- 
evan to Athy, and certify that the ſaid warrants of 991 l. had 
been "cancelled, it ſhould be lawful for the proper officer of 
his Majeſty's treaſury to give to the petitioners debentures to the 
amount of g9121. in lieu of the warrants ſo cancelled, and alſo 
for 20881. making 12,000l. bearing intereſt at 41. per cent. ſaid 
12,0001. to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of ail demands or ac- 
counts whatſoever ;”” that the petitioners ſtill truſting to the well- 
known juſtice and liberality of Parliament, that when their cafe 
ſhould be better underſtood they would be contidered as entitled 
to payment of a ſum at leaſt equal to one-fixth part of their ex- 
penditure, eitker legally, equitably, or by way of bounty, have 
not taken any meaſure to entitle themſelves to the payment of 
ſaid ſum of 12,0001; that even if the petitioners had been in- 
_ clined to accept of ſaid ſum in full ſatisfaction of all their demands 
on the public, yet they kave been hitherto incapable of comply- 
ing with the terms of ſaid act, inaſmuch as it would have been 
neceſſary for that purpoſe to have provided a ſum of 34, ocol. 
and upwards, viz. a ſum of 10,000l. and upwards for diſcharging 
{aid five undiſcharged warrants with the 1atereſt thereof, and 
24,0001, and upwards, (at which ſum ſaid canal from Monaſter- 
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even to Athy had been eſtimated) in order to comply with the 
conditions of {aid act, which ſum the petitioners found them- 
ſelves unable to raiſe, being under a neceſſity of providing further 
conſiderable ſums for the perfecting of the canal between Dublin 
and Monaſterevan, being oppreſſed with a debt of 80,000l. and 
"not in receipt of a revenue much more than ſufficient to pay. the 
intereſt of ſaid debt, and to defray their neceſſary current ex. 
pences ; that the petitioners, not ſolely relying on the juſtice and 
equity of their claim, throw themſelves on the bounty, the libe- 
rality and the protection of the legiſlature, in an humble conſi- 
dence that when their ſituation ſhall be perfectly known, Parlia- 
ment will not finally permit men to be ſufferers who have advanced 
their money and ſacrificed their labours to the public ſervice, and 
that the advantages of inland navigation, will be ſecured to this 
country, and extended according to the original intentions of 
Parliament, and the anxious wiſhes of the nation; that though 
the advantages already ariſing to the public from the canal are 
univerſally felt and acknowledged, yet on the ſide of the peti- 
tioners nothing appears, ſave tronble, expence, difficulties and 
diſappoiatments ; that many of the petitioners have for theſe laſt 
fifteen years paid a cloſe and unremitted attention to the execution 
of ſaid undertaking, to the great diminution of their property, 
during the greateſt part of which time they pexſevered in efforts 
to ſurmount difficulties by many thought to be inſurmountable ; 
that the petitioners having ſince the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament ex- 
pended a further ſum of 24,2291. 11s. 7d. for the purpoſe of 
putting ſaid canal into a perfect and permanent ſtate, the whole 
of their expenditure thereon,” excluſive of any aid received from 
the public, amounts to the ſum of 226,8021. 28. 105d. and not- 
withitanding the greateſt part of ſaid ſum was diſburſed many 
years ago, the petitioners baye receiyed no profit therefrom, the 
revenue ariſing from ſaid undertaking being even now little more 
than ſufficient to pay the interelt of ſaid debt of 80,000. and to 
defray the expence of repairs, and the eſtabliſhment neceſſary for 
conducting faid work; that the holders, of the before-mentioned 
ave undiſcharged ' warrants finding the payment thereof unpro- 
vided for by Parliament (except on the conditions aforeſaid) infilt 
that the petitioners are liable thereto, and threaten to ſue them, 
as being collateral ſecurity for the payment thereof at his Ma- 
feity's Treaſury, according to the terms of ſaid warrants ; that 
though the petitioners do not wiſh to conceal that they have 
hopes of receiving at length from the tolls on ſaid navigation ſome 
(though by no means an adequate) recompence for their. perſeve- 
rance, trouble and expence, yet they humbly ſubmyt, that being 
invited by the legiſlature to commence ſaid undertaking, and en- 
couraged by it to proceed therein, and the whole of the advan- 
fages hitherto ariting therefrom being on the fide of the pub- 
be, it is nut unreaſonable in them to expect that the bounty of 


1788. DEBATE & 177 


the public ſhould free them from that part of their preſent diffi- 
cultics and embarraſſments, by payment of the one- ſixth part of - 
the expence of the works, even without entering into a very 
minute inveſtigation of their legal rights thereto z that the peti- 
tioners have from time to time made ſome progreſs in the extenſion 
of the canal towards the river Shannon and the river Liffey, 
which from the ſtate of their affairs they muſt diſcontinue, unleſs 
aſſiſted to proceed therein by the aid or bounty of Parliament; 
that the petitioners, finding that Parliament had by faid a& of 
laſt ſeſſion directed that ſurveys and eſtimates ſhould be made of 
certain lines of navigation therein mentioned, and among others, 
of certain extenſions of the Grand Canal, for the purpoſe of re- 
ceiving propoſals for executing the ſame with the aid of Parlia- 
ment, the petitioners have lately employed ſkilful perſons to make 
ſurveys, plans, and eſtimates of the following extenfions of the 
Grand Canal, viz. the extenſion from Monaſterevan to Atley as 
mentioned in ſaid act of laſt ſeſſion, an extenfion of the Grand 
Canal towards Philipſtown by or near Edenderry, and a naviga- 


ble communication with the harbour of Dublin acroſs James's- 


ſtreet ; that it appears by ſaid eſtimates that ſaid navigation be- 
tween Monaſterevan and Athy would coſt 24, 07 öl. 5s. 3d. z 
that an extenſion of the canal near to Edenderry would coſt 
27,9821. —8. $d. ; and that the communication with the harbour 
of Dublin would coſt the ſum of 21,9031. —s8. 2d. ; and that it 
would coſt the company a further ſum of 10, oool. in order to 
procure an ample ſupply of water for the preſent canal and ſaid 
propoſed extenſions in dry ſummers ; ſaid ſeveral ſums amount- 
ing together to 83,9611. 6s. id.; which ſum, conſfid-ring how 
much the eſtimates of the expence of great undertakings are 
almoſt invariably found to fall ſhort of the real expenditure, the 
petitioners are convinced is much leſs than ſaid works would 
really coſt ; that the aforeſaid ſum of 25,0241. 128. $5d. being 
the one- ſixth of the money expended by the petitioners upon ſaid 
undertaking before the iſt day of February, 1787, (including the 
amount of the five undiſcharged warrants) {till remains unpaid ; 
and ſince the. iſt day of February, 1789, there hath accrued due in 
reſpe& of the intereſt of ſaid undiſcharged warrants to and for 
the 14th day of January, 1788, a further ſum of 5661: 6s. 9d. ; 
and the petitioners ſince the 1 day of February have expended 
in perfecting of ſaid canal, and towards procuring à ſufficient 
ſupply of water for the ſame; a further ſum of 23,2291. 118. 7d. 
one-fixth part of which is 38711. 118. 11d. which ſeveral laſt- + 
mentioned ſums being added together amount to the ſum of 
29,4621. 118. 45d. and which ſum the petitioners ſubmit they 
ve, under the circumſtances of their caſe; a right to expect 
from the bounty of the public, within the true ſpirit, meaning 
and intention of the ſaid firſt herein mentioned act, and to which 
they conceive they would have been legally entitled if the neceſh- 
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ty of entering into a contract in writing with the Navigation. 
Board had not by ſome fatality been overlooke! ; that the pay- 
ment of ſaid ſum of 12,9001. part of the ſaid ſum of 29,4621. 
tis. 4 d. being provided for as aforeſaid, the petitioners are 
willing and deſirous, upon proviſion being in like manner or 
otherwiſe made for the payment of the ſum of 17,4621. x18. 43d. 
and alſo for the further ſum of 13,9931. 11s. being one-fixth 
part of, ſaid ſums neceſiary to be expended in the execution of 
{1id propoſed works, to enter into recognizances for the comple- 
tion of ſaid three propoſed extenſions of the Grand Canal, viz. 
a ſtill· vater navigation to Athy, an extenſion of the canal towards 
the Shannon to ſome place not further diſtant from Eden- 
derry than one mile; and 'a navigable communication with the 
river Liffey at Dublin,. acroſs James's-ſtreet, and alſo to pay 
{aid undiſcharged warrants for which purpoſes it will in ſuch 
caſe be neceſſary for the petitioners to provide a ſum of 
- 50, Col. and upwards, in addition to ſaid ſums of 12, oool. 
17,4621. 11s. 45d. and 13, 993. 118.; that ſaid three ſeveral 
laſt · mentioned ſums, with the ſums already received by the peti- 
tioners, do not amount to more than one-fixth part of the money 
which on the completion of ſaid propoſed extenſions of the 
canal will have been expended by the petitioners on faid works, 
executed and to be executed by them; and the,petitioners do not 
- conlider one fixth part of the expenditure a ſufficient encourage- 
ment for the proſecution of inland navĩgati ans ig this kingdom, 
diverſified with hills and vallies, abounding with rixers to be eroſ- 
ſed, and in many places incumbered with bogs of vaſt extent, and 
in a country yet unimpraved, where colliegies and manpfactures, 
che. great ſource of immediate profit -to canals in other @huntrics, 
are not yet eſtabliſhed 3 and the petitioners,” from their paſt ex- 
perience and their Knowledge that many unforeſeen qiffeultie⸗ 
conſtantly ariſe m works of this kind, would not be induced by 
that aid to commence a neẽ work; but withing to further intereſt 
the nation in their behalf, and hoping for relief from the equity 
er bounty of the legiſlature, they moſt humbly fubmit the above 
mode of relief fo their conſiderat ion, as beir one which, as they 
are pow cireumſtanced, would be fatisfatory'to' them, and as far 
as they can learn, highly ſatisfactory and 1 to the 
public z that the petiticners think it wnneceſlary to point out the 
advantages which would reſult tothe public from the extenſion of 
the canal to Athy, as the legiſlature appears to be already appriz- 
ed of the benefits which will ariſe therefrom ; that by the com- 
munication with the harbour of Dublin the preſent canal and all 
ſuture extenſions of it will be highly benefited, inaſmuch as the 
© preſent expence of the carriage of all goods imported into or ex- 
ported from the harbour of Dublin, and to or from thence carried 
into and from the interiorgarrs of the country, may be further 
diminaiſned, and may be brüught into and from the centre of the 


* 
o 
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town, and to and from the ware- houſes of the merchants, at leſs 
than one-half of the preſent expence ; that by the extenſion of the 
canal towards Edenderry the benefits of inland navigation will be 
in a conſiderable degree communicated to the counties of Meath, 
Weſtmeath and Longford, and to the province of Connaught 
and the company have it in contemplation, as ſoon as ſaid exten- 
fion towards Edenderry ſhall be finiſhed, to further extend the 
fame to Philipſtown. and from thence in the firſt in{tance to the 
river Shannon at or near Banagher, by the Maiden and Bruſna 
rivers, and afterwards through lait-menttoned counties to the col- 
leries at Lough Allen, with a branch to the river Shannon near 
Athlone ; that the petitioners beg leave, to point out that the 
bounty or aid they, now ſeek for is not ſought to be paid our of 
the duties appropriated for the ſervice, of the ſtate and to the uſe 
of his Majelty's government, bug out of ſaid duties ſpecially 
granted to his Majeſty for the pufpoſe of promoting inland navi- 
gation ;\ and the petitioners, with the utmoſt deference to the 
judgment of the legiſlature, beg leave to ſuggeſt that {aid purpoſe 
cannot be better carried into effect, or the advantages of inland 
navigation more generally diffuſed through the kingdom, than 
by ſaid propoſed extenſions of the grand canal, already navigable 
to ſo great a diſtance from the capital; and therefore praying the 
Houle to take the premiſes into conſideration, and to make pro- 
viſion out of the ſaid duties for paying to the petitioners the ſum 
of 17,5241. 148."8;d. in addition to ſaid ſum of 12,0001. men- 
tioned in the ſaid act of Parliament of the laſt feſſion, together 
with the ſaid further md of 13,9931. 11s. on condition of the pe- 
titioners paying off the ſaid warrants for 99 12l. and entering into 
recognizance to execute the ſaid three propyted extenſions of the 
Grand Canal in ſeven years, viz. a ſtill- water navigation to Athy, 
an extenſion of the canal towards the Shannon at or near Banagher 
by Philipſtown to ſome place not further diſtant from Edenderry 
than one mile, and a navigable communication with the river 
Liffey at Dublin acroſs James's-ftreet ; of elſe to make provi- 
ſion for the payment to the petitioners of the before-mentioned 
Tum of 29,5241. 14s. 83d. to be applied by them in payment of 
the ſaid warrants, und in part diſcharge of their ſaid debt; or to 
grant to the petitioners ſuch other relief as to the Houſe may 
ſeem meet. es 725 
Ihe account referred to in the annexed petitions * 
1784, OR. 1.— Sum expended by the company 

on the works from their incorporation in 
1772, to the iſt day of February, 1784, (from 
which laſt- mentioned time the Navigation 
Board ceaſed to iſſue any warrants) 148, 501. 


46. 
FER N 2 


qbliged, in order to emabl 
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On proofs of the expenditure of this ſum, war- H. . 
rants on the Treaſury were from time to 
time granted to the company by the Navi- 


gation Board of the one- ſixth thereof, being 247 50 4 — 


Of theſe warrants payments have been at vari- 
ous periods made at the "Treaſury to the 
amount in the whole of FRM Iu 14838 4 — 


And warrants ſtill remain np to the amount 
of 9912 — 
The navigation A Fa W been ke by | 
the Navigation Board to various deſultory 
purpoſes, the warrants iſſued by them were 
not paid at the [Treaſury at the times they 
were ifſued ; the company, therefore, were 
them to carry on 
their works, to borrow money on fuch war- 
rants, and Pay intereſt for the ſame, between 
the times 0 their being iſſued and * 
. 


Trtereſ paid by the company 
the ſeveral warrants 
| which have been paid at the 


\ Treaſury. between the re- 44 TK 


ſpective periods of iſfuing . + 20 
and paying the ſame* — 2738 1 5. 
On account of which intereſt | 
the company received a war- 
rant from the Navigation 
Board for 1c00l. which 


warrant was paid {= ..;. $009. h . 


* 


1728 x 


„Töterek paĩd by the company on the ſaid unpaid 
© warrants for 99:21. from the reſpective periods 


of iſſuing the ſame to the 1ſt February, 5707 1746 19 


| Eh Feb. 1.—Sam expended by the com- 


_pany, of their own money on ſaid works, 

from 1ſt October, 1784, to 3ſt Febwoary. © "+ of 

1787, 70,0051. f is. 32d. | FU eg yrs 
Of which the one-ſixth part is — 11667 11 105 


8 


Sum total claimed by the company in their 


petition to Parliament in the laſt ſeſſion” 2 we 12 82 
1788, Jan. 14i—Intereſ - paid by the com- 


pany on ſaid unpaid - warrants for gi * . 
from 1ſt Nan, "7008 to * Jann * | | 
1788 6 


25590 19 5 


* 
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| £5 4. d. 


| Brought over 25590 1 L 
Sum expended by the company of their own TR 
money on ſaid works, from 1| February, 
1787, to 14th January, 1788, 23,2291. 
118. 7d. | 
One- ſixth part of which is — — 387111 11 


Sum total to the 14th day of January, 1788 29462 11 4 
The Grand Canal was the principal object 
of the legiſlature in granting the duties in 
1772, and in continuing them in 1778. 
From 1772 to 1787, fifteen years, thoſe du- 
ties eſtimated at 7oool. a year, amounted 
to — — — *  JOFOOO — — 
Of which the canal company, the principal : 
object thereof, have receivcd, excluſive of 
the lool. warrant for intereſt — 14838 4 — 


Mr. Moo roſe, he ſaid, to ſubmit to the Houſe a motion on a 
ſubject, which in all probability was never brought forward be- 
fore. He took notice that to-morrow was ſet down for ballot- 
ing a committee to try the merits of the petition complaining of 
an undue election and return for the county of Cavan ; and though 
the law for regulating controverted elections was exceedingly juſt 
in all parts, and gave the moſt ample juſtice to the contending 
parties, yet in reſpect to the members of the Houſe, it was 
highly improper, if not unjuſt ; for what did the law ſay ? Why, 
if a member did not attend at the call of the Houſe, he was to 
be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, and what was 


the conſequence ? Why, the defaulters prevailed on ſome of their 


friends to move that they ſhould be diſcharged out of cuſtody, 


without fees. In order to put an end to this practice, he 


ſhould move the following reſolution : 

« Reſolved, that when any queſtion is propoſed for the diſcharge 
out of the cuſtody of the Serjeant Arms, of any member or mem- 
bers who ſhall have been ordered into his cuſtody for not attend- 
ing on the day appointed for taking into conſideration any peti- 


tion, complaining of an undue election or return, all members 


then in cuſtody for ſuch non-attendance do withdraw,” 
The reſolution paſſed unanimouſly. 


A petition of the ſovereign, burgeſſes and principal inhabitants 
of the town of Belfaſt, under their common ſeal, was preſented © 
to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the export of black 
cattle from this kingdom hath encreaſed to ſo great a degree as 
to be ſeverely felt in the advanced prices of fleſh meat, leather 
and tallow, every addition to the price of which muſt neceſſarily 
enhance the price of labour, add to the coſt of our own manu- 
factures, and render them {till leſs able to cope with thoſe of 


% 
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other nations, either in cur own or foreign markets; that it is 
the policy of every wile commercial nation, either to prohibit the 
export of the raw material of any manufacture, or if allowed to be 
exported, to lay on it ſuch an export duty as may give a decided 
preference to the home above the: toreign purchaſer; and the pe- 
titioners humbly conceive that Ire] py yet young in trade and 
commerce, ougbt to avail kerfelf of the example ſet by nations 
knowing and "experienced i in both; that the revenue ſuſtains a 
confiderable diminution from the export of black cattle alive; 
that the curing of ſalt proviſions for export (a trade hitherto be- 
longing almoſt ex:lufively to Ireland is and muſt be diminiſhed, 
and 1n a greater or leſs degree transferred to other countries ; ; 
that the agriculture, and of courſe the population of this king- 
dom, in which the riches and ſtrength of the nation conſiſt, 
muſt be diminiſhed in proportion as grazing farms are multiplied 
and enlarged, until the face of the country, inſtead of human 
beings and golden harveſts, ſhall exhibit little elſe than dreary 
ſolitudes and herds of brutes ; that the petitioners, however, do 
not wiſh to ſee the export of black Cattle prohibited, but only 
checked, by the impoſitlon of a ſmall duty, which, whillt it will 
add to the public revenues, may benefit the nation, by moderat- 
ing the evil complained of; that the petitioners would not at pre 
ſent preſume to aſ for more than an additional duty of ſive 
ſhillings a head on black cattle exported alive, which they truſt 


may in ſome degree moderate the evil; and therefore praying 
relief. 


Mr. Poxsonnx preſented to the Houle, according ta order, 
a bill to explain ana amend an act pailcd in the twenty-third and 
twenty- fourth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, entitled an 
act for eſtabliſhing a poſt. office within this kingdom; which was 
received and read the firſt time. 


| IVzoxrapay, Ferauary 1317 88, 


' Purſuant to order, the Houſe was called over, when it appear. 


ed that there were preſent, befides the ORs twenty-nine 
members. 


The Houſe then proceeced to draw the names of thirty-eiglit 
members, of whom fifteen were to form a committee on the Cavan 
election; ſeveral gentlemen, who ſwore that they were above 
ſixty years of age, ywere excuſed ; and upon the name of Sir John 
Parnell, Chancellor of the Exchequer, being drawn, that right 
bonourable gentleman came to the table, and made aſſidavit, 
that if he ſhould be compelled to ſerve on that committee, great 
convenience and delay muſt ariſe to the public ante 
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The Srkaxzn ſtated the hin whit he ſaid, does not excuſe 
the abſence of any member who ſhall be able to i rye, unleſs his 
ſerving ſhall be attended with great and manifeſt detriment. 


Sir Hexgy Cavenoisn.—lf the Houſe ſhall think the excuſe 
of the right honourable gentleman ſufficient, and upon that 
ground ſhall be of opinion to exempt him, and only him, from the 
trouble of ſerving on this committee, I can have no objection ; 
but J think that the words of the law, unable tu ſerve without 
manifeſt detriment, can only refer to bodily health; however I am 
ready to admit that the ſituation of the right bonourable baronet 
may excuſe him fingly, but I think the priaciple cannot be ex- 
tended to any other perſon. 


Mr. CLEMENS deſired the honourable baronet to turn to the 
journals, and he would find that the right honourable gentleman 
who now ſo worthily filled the chair of that Houſe had, when 
Chancellor of the n made the very ſame excnle; and it 
had been accepted. 


The SrEAxER confirmed Mr. Clements's affertion. 


The Honourable DEN Is Browne obſerved that if the prin- 
ciple of excuſing the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on account 
of the public buſineſs which he was engaged in, ſhould be once ad- 
. mitted, that principle might be extended to all the honourable 
and right honourable placemen around him ; but as Chancellors 
of the Exchequer, Commiſſioners of the Revenue, & &c. were 
extremely well paid for their trouble, he could not ſee how they 
were entitled to any ſuch exemption, 


Mr. BERESTOR D admitted that they were paid for their at- 
tendance in another place, but certainly, he hoped, not for their 
attendance here ; however, if it ſhould be his fortune to be drawn 
upon that committee, all he could fay was, that he feared it would 
be the cauſe of detaining the members of the Houſe longer in 
attendance than otherwiſe would be the caſe. 

The queſtion being put, ** whether the Houſe do admit the 
excuſe of the right honourable Sir John Parnell, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, as ſworn at the table?“ 


There et Ayes — 63 
Noes — 66 


His name was accbrdivgly ſet down, 


The agents on hoth ſides for the Cavan 3 then 
and having ſtruck off the number allowed by law, the n 
the remaining fifteen were called over, and are as follow: 


. 
a es of 


Sir H. "Cavendiſh, Bart. | Hon. Wm. Skeſtington, 
Sir W. Richardſon, Bart. Wm. Peneſather, Eſq; 
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Jen Metge, Eſq; | Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 

Sir R. Muſgrave, Bart. | John Richardſon, Eſq; 
Robert Jephſon, Efq; Edward Tighe, Eſq; 
Major Richard Vowell, S. Hayes, Drumboe-caſtle, 
Robert S. Carew, Eſq; N. L. Tottenham, Eſq; 
J. Francis Cradock, Eſq; 


Before the committee were ſworn, the Speaker called upon the 
counſel and agents of the petitioner, to know whether they had 
any charge to make againſt the returning officer, as in that caſe 
the law obliged the committee to try ſuch charge, and they 
ſhould be accordingly ſworn to try the ſame. 


Mr. SntrIiDan, ane of the Lek for the petitioner, ſaid 
they had no charge of corruption to alledge againft the returning 


officer, but they Nn him with miſcoududt ariſing from error 
of judgment. 


The Spraxer here read that part of the act which relates to 
the conduct of returning officers, and a member calling for the 
| petition, it was alſo read at full. 


„ 


Sir Lucius O'BalEx faid that the counſel of the thier 
having admitted that the returning officer had not erred. through 
corruption, it becomes unneceſſary to charge the committee with 
the trial of his conduct; there was therefore no necellity to ſwear 
them to that point. 

This being the ſenſe of the Houſe, the committee were {worn 
to try the merits of the election. 


Mr. Masox reported from the committee of ways and means, 
the following reſolution, which was agreed to by the Houſe. 


Reſolved that it is the opinion of this committee, that every 
perſon ſelling by retail, or otherwiſe dealing in coffee, within the 
city of Dublin and the liberties adjoining, except as an importer 
thereof, and except ſuch perſons as ſhall be licenſed to ſell tea or 
groceries, at any time between the 25th day of March, 1788, 
and the 25th day of March, 1789, ſball pay a duty of 20s. and 
in any other part of this kingdom. a duty.of 108. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excura ns preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, a bill for regu lating and extending the 
tobacco trade, and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, the duties therein mentioned; which was received and 


read the firſt time, and orgered to be read a ſecond time to- 


morrow. 


The Houfe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 


Houſe, on the bill for l the linen ——— Mr, 
Maſon i in 92 cha: 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he roſe to offer the com- 
mittee a reſolution which he conceived to be of high importance 
to the welfare of the kingdom, and which, in his opinion, would 
greatly tend to promote the linen manufacture; but firſt, be 

begged leave to diſclaim all local prejudice aud narrow views, ariſ- 
ing from particularities of intereſt ; for though his deareſt con- 
nexions lay in the South, he entertained the higheſt regard for 
the people of Ulſter, to whoſe induſtry and unwearied perſeve- 
rance this nation ſtands ſo highly indebted for the great perfection 
of her ſtaple manufacture. er he thought that, as in an 
healthy body the blood flows without obſtruction from the heart 
to the remoteſt extremities, ſo in the body politic, that which is 
the life-blood of trade ſhould not be directed to any particular part 
to the injury of all the others; his motion, therefore, which 
| ſhould be founded on the laws, while it tended to pramote the in- 
tereſts of the North, ſhould not diſregard the intereſts of the 

other three provinces. | | 2 

He ſaid when the Linen Board was originally inſtituted, it was 
compoſed equally of gentlemen from the four provinces, in order 
that they might be the better judges of the encouragement that 
was fit to be given in each province, and that they might not only 
know how to ſuit ſuch encouragement to the different ſoils, but 
alſo to the temper, habits and cuſtoms of their different inhabi- 
tants. For a number of years the provinces had allotted to each 
2000l. per annum, which was intended to cauſe the South and 
the Weſt, bleſſed by nature with a fertile ſoil, to become the 
ſtorehouſe of the North; this was not, however, the point he 
was now contending for, he only deſired an equitable diviſion of 
the encouragement granted by Parliament, and he defired it in a 
bill intended to promote the railing of flax-ſeed and the exporta- 
tion of linen, two objects in which hitherto the North had an ad- 

vantage of more than fifty to one over the other provinces of the 
kingdom. 0 N 

As to linen, he ſaid, there could indeed be no competition be- 
tween Ulſter and the other provinces; the degree of excellence to 
which Ulſter had arrived, while it ſet a worthy example to follow, 
put her out of the danger of rivalſhip; the coarſe manufaQures 
of the other provinces would ſerve to aſſort a cargo, ſo as to bring 
the ſtaple of this Kingdom advantageonſly into competition with 
the manufactures of Germany and Ruſſia in foreign markets, thus 
aiding, but never injuring the manufacture of Ulſter. 

Before he made his, motion, he declared he would, if any 
gentleman could ſhew him he was in the wrong, readily re- 
tract it, and above all things, he hoped he would not be ſuppoſed 
to act upon the narrow principle of local partiality. | | 

He then moved“ That the ſum of 7800l. granted to pro- 
mote the linen manufacture by the raiſing of flax, ſhall be divided 
into four equal parts, and that each province ſhall receive one 
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fourth part and no more, of the application of which a particu. 
lar account ſhall be kept by the truſtees of the linen manufacture.“ 


Mr. BzxownLow,—l agree with the right honourable gentle. 
man in his principle, that upon this occafion we ſhould diſcard all 
local prejudices, and not ſuffer our minds to be ſwayed by any 
thing but the general benefit of the kingdom. 

have always confidered it as very unmaterial which province 
received the bounties, provided the purpoſe of thoſe bounties waz 
anſwered ; it has been found that Uliter and Connaught have 
earned the greater part of them; when the other provinces have 
equal claim, then they will receive. equal beneſit, but till then it 
would be wrong to alter the mode hitherto followed; we are 
going on exceedingly well, and it would be exceedingly wroug 
to make experiments at the riſk of our proſperity. 


The SyeaxEa roſe in the committee, and ſaid he had of late 
very ſeldom troubled gentlemen by entering into any debate, but 
in the preſent caſe, which ſo nearly concerned the proſperity of 
the kingdom, and which tended to make a material alteration in 
a law which he himſelf had introduced, from the date of which 
the linen manufacture had very much thriven, he could not think 
himſelf juſtifiable were he not to ſtate his opinion on the ſubject. 

Previous to the year 1781 a bounty of five ſhillings an hogſ- 
head had been allowed on flax - ſeed imported into Irdand ; in that 
year it occurred to him, and it was the opinion of many gentle- 
men converſant in the linen trade, that this bounty was inju- 
rious jo that trade, in as much as it tended to diſcourage 
the growth of flax in Ireland. He had therefore propoſed 
that a ſum equal to the annual bounty, which on an ave- 
rage had for ſome years back been given on the importation of 
ſtax · ſeed, ſhould for the future be annually given to encourage the 
growth of flax-ſeed in Ireland, and that the import bounty ſhould 
be diſcontinued. 8 

This propoſal was accorgingly. agreed to, the premiums for 
encouraging the growth of flax- ſeed were offered equally to every 
part of the kingdom, no local views were taken into contempla- 
tion; it was a great national object, and no idea of partiality or 
locality was ſuffered to interfere. | | 

He would not preſume to fay that the proſperity of the linen 
trade was an effect of this law, but he would aſſert that it had 
commenced with it: Previous to 1780, the linen trade was ſink- 
ing; from that year to the preſent it gradually roſe from 20 to 
22, 24, 26, and was at preſent 30 millions of yards for expor- 
tation; and therefore, though he would net ſay that the proſpe- 
rity of the trade was owing to the regulation of 1781, he thought 
it would be extremely unwiſe to alter thoſe regulations, or in auy 
degree to tamper with them, while the trade continued to flouriſh. 

There were two articles, he ſaid, on which the linen trade 


| — depend, articles which this kingdom has never yet pro- 


, 
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duced a ſufficient quantity, and which therefore ought, by all 


ſſible means, to be encouraged and encreaſed; he meant flax- 
ſeed and potaſhes : At preſent the kingdom ſends annually abroad 
20,0001. for theſe articles, a very confiderable deduction from 
the value of her exported linens ; but this 18 not the worſt, for 
eren at this expence the kingdom is not always certain of a ſup- 
ply. In the courſe of the laſt war, the price of thoſe articles 
roſe ſo high, that the linen trade was very ſenſibly affected; nay, 
from the inclemency of ſeaſons, without the calamity of war, it 
ſometimes happened, as in the preſent year, that the northern 
ports of Europe being :-0zen up, the flax-ſeed could not arrive 
early enough for our ſowing ; was it not therefore wiſdom to en- 
deavour to encourage the produce of thoſe article: at home, by 
which ſuch great ſums might be ſaved to the nation, eſpecially as 
it had been proved that the flax of Iriſh growth was much finer, 
{tronger, and more beautiful than any we could import ? 

In order to ſhew the effects of the premiums given on railing 
flax-ſeed, he ſaid he would make a compariſon between the five 
years which followed the regulation and five years preceding the 
ware - a 0 6 | 39 

The average import ſor the five years, ending 1775, was 
34,000. barrels, the average import ending 1787 was 39,000 bar- 
rels, the increaſe 5000 barrels. Compare this with the exportation 
of linen for five years, ending 1775, was twenty millions of 
yards, that of the five years ending 1787, was twenty-five mil- 
lions of yards, ſo that the exportation of linen increaſed one-fifth, 
while the importation of flax- ſeed increaſed very little more than 
one-eighth; for, had it kept its proportion with the increaſed 
export of linen, it would, inſtead of 39,000 barrels, be at leaſt 
45,000 barrels ; but the difference had been ſupplied by ſeed of 
Iriſh growth; add to which, the quantity of ſeed uſed in the 
manufacture of linſeed oil, which appears to be very conſiderable, 
for in the five laſt years the average quantity of linſeed oil annually 
imported was 32,000 gallons, whereas in the five years preceding 
the quantity was 38,000 gallons per ann. making a very conſi- 
derable difference, though certainly the conſumption of that arti- 
cle wag greatly increaſed. _ 

As to the conduct of the Linen Board, was he to enter into 
a detail thereof, he doubted not to prove to the ſatisfaction of 
the committee, that no ſet of men had ever deſerved more of 
their country, or were, better entitled to the thanks and appro- 
bation of Parliament. Upon the preſent ſubject how had they 
ated ? Without favour or partiality they had divided the ſum 


annually voted by Parliament into thirty-two equal portions of 


2331. each, one for each county in the kingdom; theſe ſums 
were given in premiums for the growth of flax-ſeed : if any 


county, from not producing flax-ſeed, did not claim its propor- 


tion, ſo much as remained unclaimed was divided among the 
claimants of other counties where there was a redundancy of 


% 
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claims beyond their proportion of premiums ; and though in no 
inſtance it had ever happened that the claims of Leinſter, Con. 
naught, or Munſter, bad been ineffectual, but they had always 
received their premiums to the full, yet the claimants of Ulſter 
were frequently diſappointed, and obliged to be content with a 
very ſmall premium, becauſe the ſum allotted to that province, 
even aided by the unclaimed redundance of the other provincet, 
was infinitely too ſmall to allow the ſame rate of premium on the 
_ abundant quantity of feed produced in Ulſter, which could be 
afforded to the comparatively ſmall quantities produced in the 
other proyinces ; ſo that, in fact, if any province had reaſon to 
complain of not being fairly dealt with, it was Ulſter. But 
beſides theſe general premiums, Munſter had bten offered a par- 
ticular bounty of 28. per buſhel on all the flax-ſeed ſhe might 
ſend to Ulſter ; *twas true ſhe had not claimed this bounty, be- 
cauſe ſhe had no flax-ſeed to ſend. But the truth ſeemed to be, 
that as nature never formed any country all parts of which ſhould 
be equally proper for all things, ſo it appeared from the facts 
Rated, that Munſter was not fitted for the produce of flax, or 
ſhe would have taken advantage of the,many incitements held out 
by Parliament to encourage its growth. If then ſhe was not 
fitted for this ſpecies of tillage, why ſhould her friends endeavour 
to force it, or injure another province, to the ſoil and people of 
which it was congemal ? 25 ; 

He deſired gentlemen to apply their principle of action, to the 
other manufactures, and reflect upon the conſequences. 

Seventeen thouſand pounds were annually granted to encourage 
the woollen and cotton manufactures. He deſired to know what 
the gentlemen of Munſter would ſay, ſhould Ulſter, where there 
is no woolen manufacture, inſiſt upon a” fourth part of that 
bounty which ſhe could not claim, being locked up with a trea- 
ſurer? Or why not by the ſame rule make the exportation boun- 
ty - provincial, though almoſt all the linen is exported from 
Leinſter? - | © 

It had been advanced that the Linen Board was originally in- 
tended to be divided provincially: He appcaled to the a&—the 
act directed the members of that, board to be choſen from the 
different provinces, in order to have the advantage of fuch infor- 
mation concerning the beſt means of promoting the manufacture 
— what ſoil, what people were adapted to its different branches; 

— but there never had been any law for dividing its fund. 
| He concluded with an apology, that having been a long time 
unuſed fo debate, he feared he had not delivered himſelf with ſo 
much force as the importance of the ſubje& demanded ; he would 
not indeed have troubled the committee, did he not conſider the 
preſent motion as tending, to overthrow a law eſſentially neceſſary 
to the proſperity of the 99 


Sir HEN aT Cavtypisn ſaid he had been for ſome time of 
opinion with the right honourable mover of the reſolution, that 


n 
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the bounty onght be divided amongſt the ſeveral provinces, with- 
out the unclaimed overplus of one going to make good the defi- 
ciency of fund to pay the claims of another, but upon more ma- 
ture reflection, he believed the method purſued by the board was 
the beſt, he did however, either in this or the next ſeſſion of Par- 
| lament, hope to ſee ſome additional encouragement given to thoſe 
provinces where the linen manufacture was leaſt flouriſhing. 


Mr. Beresror ſaid the act gave the ſum to be diſtributed 
as Parliament ſhould think proper, and he thought it reaſonable 
to apply the bounty to another part as well as Ultter, eſpecially 
as it had ſo good an effect there; he did not imagine the increaſe 
of the manufacture was owing to the import bounty; the ſum to be 
divided was ſmall, and the linen board had an enormous ſum of 
22,0001. yearly ;—why then not ſhare the 73 08 Preprints 
for ſowing flax-ſeed? 


Mr. Coax v faid the province of Ulſter gets but five ſhillings 
an acre inſtead of twenty or twenty-five ſhillings ; he thought 
the grant more liberal as it ſtood at large, and that it probably 
would injure the manufacture; he read from the journals a ſimi- 
lar motion with the preſent, which, on debate, was negatived. 


Mr. Holmes ſaid that Munſter was happily ſituated, by its 
ſoil and fertility, to the growth of flax-ſeed. 


Sir Joux Braqvizin ſaid he was in favour of the mot ion, and 
aſked, if Munſter was to have a ſhare, why not Connaught ? 


Mr. Gabin ſaid it ſtrack him at firſt that Ulſter appropri- 
ated the whole, which he found it did not, but that the whole 
was open to the kingdom; then for what purpoſe would they 
give 23ol. to any county that don't claim it? and this clauſe, if 
not claimed in four years, would be locking up the money for 


that time to no Ran beſides * Northerns would forbear to 
ſow the flax- ſeed. 


The SzcreTary or STATE replies to what ink been ſaid, and 
made a corapariſon of a man poſſeſſed of four manors, and that he 
had a favoured and happy one, aud laid out his all in improving 
it—would not the tenants on the other three have cauſe to com- 
plain of his negle& and partiality ? He alſo compared it to a man 
with a number of children; and he had a favourite child, for 
whom he neglected all the reſt, and gave all to one: would 
they not ſay;—feed me alſo—O my Father !—And he compared 
the preſent caſe to a man with four children, who had a favourite 
to whom he left his all, inſtead of dividing it among them. 
Would it not be partial and unjuſt, and would * not have a 
right t to complain ? ? f 
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On the queſtion being put on the motion, a diviſion enſued, 
Ayes — 3 5 


Noes _ I bub — 59 


Mr. Brass rod ſaid, as the Linen Board had agreed to tht 
reſolution by the ſame majority it was here negatived, he would, 
on another opportunity, take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the mo: 
tion again. | 
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Ir. Marxcvs BerESFORD preſented to the Houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill to'explain and amend an act of the twenty- 


fixth year of his preſent, Majeſty's reign, intitled an act for the | 


better execution of the law within the city of Dublin and certain 
parts adjoining thereto, and for quieting and protecting poſſeſſi- 
ons within this kingdom, for the moe expeditious tranſporting 
of felons, for reviving, continuing and amending certain ſtatutes 
there'n eee and for repealing an act d in the ſeven- 
teenth and eighteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled an 
act for improving the police of the city of Dublin, and for other 
purpoſes ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Sir Henry Cavennicn ſaid that this bill contained a' great 


variety of extraneous matter, which bore no manner of relation 


or reference to its title. He thought nothing could be more im- 
proper than introducing ſuch foreign matter into bills; and pro- 
poſed rather to followgthe practice of England, where, at the 
end of every feſſion, there is what they call a hotch-potch bill, 
into which 1s throwa all matter that cannot be claſſed under any 
particular head. * | | 


Mr. HazTLEy (aid as this bill is intended to amend an' act 
which certainly ſtands in yery great need of amendment, and 
which has giveu general diſguſt, I hope the honourable gentle- 
man will allow time for full deliberation ; I therefore move you, 
Sir, that the bill be read-a ſecond time on Wedneſday next. 


Sir HExar Cavennisy ſaid he did not at all object to the bill, 
but to the manner in which matter oftentimes, foreign to the ti- 
tles of bills, was introduced into them. e 


A Besen (of .the College) concurred with Sie Henry Ca- 
vendiſh. In the laſt palice bill, he ſaid, the Whiteboy-act had 


been revived for tw nty-one years. He had occaſion to conſult 


thit act, which he never dreamed of finding included in an act 


which paſſed in the affirmative. -. 
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for regulating the city of Dublin; but to his very great ſurpriſe 
he found it there, after he had given it up and ſuppoſed there 
was no ſuch act in exiſtence. 


Mr. Maxcus BxESsToxb ſaid there was no ſuch thing in the 


bill, and whatever he had introduced into it had been by the 


ſpecial order of the Houſe. His reaſon for bringing in the bill 
thus early was, that there might be full opportunity for diſcuſſion 
and conſideration, and that the Houſe might have the advantage 
of the abilities of gentlemen of the law, which could not be if it 
was deferred till the commencement of the aſſizes. | 


The queſtion was now put, that the bill be read a ſecond time 
on Wedneſday next, when the Houſe divided, | 
* Ayes 4 1 7 a Ras I 7 J 
Noes — „ 107 


A motion was then made, that it be read a ſecond time on 


Monday, which being negatived without à diviſion, another mo- 


tion was made, that the bill be read a ſecond time on Saturday, 


* 


Mr. BrRESTORD ſaid as right hon. gentleman intended this 
day to bring on a queſtion of ſome expectation (tithes) he would 
for the preſent defer what he intended to offer on the ſubject of 
the provincial premiums for encouraging the growth of flaxſeed. 

Mr. Bzooxt (of Donegal) ſaid he thought the bill on which 
the right hon. gentleman had promiſed to deliver his opinion in 
the Houſe, a bill of moſt eſſential conſequence to the ſtaple ma- 
nufacture of this kingdom; and as probably there never would be 


a better opportunity, from 3 fulneſs of the Houſe, and 


moſt reſpectable attendance of members, to give the bill a fair, 
impartial, and unprejudiced conſideration, he requeſted the right 
hon. gentleman would now bring forward his queſtion. 

Mr- BexesrorD ſaid he would bring it forward as early as poſ- 
ſible, but would not interfere with the preſent expectation of the 
Houſe. | „ | f 

Mr. GxaTTan faid it was not his intention to ſurpriſe the 
Houſe at preſent, by introducing ſo important a ſubject as that 
of tithes; he would prefer ſubmitting the grievances complained 
of by the peaſantry, to' a committee, who would examine if 
they really exiſted or not. That . ſuch mode of proceeding 


would meet with the approbation of the Houſe he had no doubt; 


as the committee, by conſidering the magical error in its true 
form, would ſee the neceſſity of a commutation of tithes; a 
commutation that was he to propoſe, in the firſt inſtance, with- 
out, convincing the Houſe that the peaſantry were really diſtreſſed, 
might bring on an oppoſition that he would with, if poſſible, to 
ſce avoided on the preſent momentous ſubject. It was, he ſaid, 
a poſition 'in politics as well as phyſics, that for the purpoſe of 
removing the complaint it was neceſſary for the phyſician to 
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know the nature of the diſorder. For this purpoſe there were 
many reſpectable witneſſes ready to attend to prove their allega- 
tions, which he. was convinced would ſhew the neceſſity of a re. 
formation being made in this mode of proviſion for the clergy. 
He therefore moved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire whether any juſt cauſe of diſcontent exiſts amongſt the 
people of the province of Mutiſter, or of the counties of Kil. 
kenny or Carlow, on account of tithe or the collection of tithes ; 
and if any, to report the ſame; together with their opinion tliere- 
upon. ö , | Obs 

In this committee, ſaid he; I ſhall ſtate and bring evidence 
of the grievances under which the wretched people labour. In 
this committee I ſhall alſo ſubmit what occurs to me as the pro- 
per mode of remedy." I do not wiſh in the firſt inſtance to uſher 
theſe matters to the Houſe, becauſe, as I faid before, I am un- 
willing to riſk the intereſt of the clergy, the cauſe of the poor, 
and the happineſs of the country, upon my opthion. Let me 
then beſeech an enquiry, from which much good and no miſchief 
whatever can poſlibly reſult. ok. 5 


Arros sr GENE NAL. I diſſer altogether with my right 


hon. friend in the manner of proceeding which he has pointed out. 


J cannot think it right that the Houſe ſhould ſet this ſubject 
afloat, and diſturb the minds of the people, without having ſome 
remedy to allay them; I will not, therefore, conſent to the com- 
mittee propofed by my right hon. friend, or to the afſembling of 
2 number of evidences on this buſineſs, for ſure T am that a more 
effectual method to diſtuth the public peace could not poſſibly be 
taken. My right hon. friend allows that this is a fubſect of ſo 
great importatice,” that to finiſtr it Happily will require the utmoſt 
efforts of wiſdom. . If then his great abilities have not been able 
to form any plan that he can vouch, and poſitively recommend, it 
would be madneſs to agitate, the ſubject. If he has formed any, 
let him, in God's name, explain it to the Houſe ; he well knows 
the attention and partiality which will be fllewn to any meaſure 
of his. „ | | Fn 


Lord Kix&snorxoven ſaid he deemed an enquiry and reform 
in the buſineſs of tithes abſolutely neceſſary ; the exorbitance of 
the demand made upon the pooreſt creatures, and their utter in- 


capicity to obtain juſtice by legal means, called loudly for the 


interpoſition of Parliament; beſides the injury which the coun- 
try ſuſfained by thoſe exactions, which prevent the improvement 
and cultivation of coarſe” grounds; for no ſooner had a.wretch, 
through hunger, ſwegt and labour, accompliſhed the reclaiming a 
piece of hitherto! barren mountain, than the parſon, who had not 


contributed" one fingle mite to his aſſiſtance, immediately charged 


kim ten ſhillings an acre tithe. 
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Colonel HoßAR T. From the good effects of the acts of laſt 
ſeſſion you now have the country in perfect tranquillity. If the 
Houſe conſents to the motion of the right hon. gentleman, you 
will again have all thoſe diſturbances which before thaſe acts diſ- 
graced the country. We all know that it will be eaſy to find diſ- 
contented people, who are ready to come to the bar and give evi- 
dence, but ſuch people ſhould not be encouraged. | 


Mr. BzownLow.—lt is certain that the diſturbances have 
ceaſed, but the diſcontents have not, becauſe the grounds of them 
bave not been removed ; the diſturbances have ceaſed, becauſe it 
was underſtood that when the people ſhould ſhew due obedience 
to law, this Houſe would take their grievances into conſideration 
—the motion of my right hon. friend propoſes no more, 


Colonel Hon ART. The Houſe ſaid it would enter into no 
ſuch compact, but inſiſted on an obedience to the laws. 


Mr. Ga ATTAN.— The people in the South have grievances, and 
one of their principal grievances is tithe do not take it on my 
authority, go into a committee. It has been ſaid in defence of 
clerical exactions, that though ſometimes exorbitant, they have 
never been illegal. I deny it; and will produce proof at your 
bar, that exactions in ſome of the diſturbed parts have been not 
exorbitant only, but illegal hkewiſe. I will prove that, in many 
inſtances, tithe has been demanded, and paid for turf; that tithe 
of turf has been aſſeſſed at one or two ſhillings a houſe like hearth- 
money; and in addition to hearth-morey, with this difference, 
that in the caſe of hearth-money, there is an exemption for the poor 
of a certain deſcription; but here it is the poor of the pooreſt order, 
that is the moſt refiſtleſs people, who pay. 1 will prove to you, 
that men have been excommunicated by a moſt illegal ſentence, 
for refuſing to pay tithe of turf. I have two decrees in my hand 
from the Vicarial Court of Cloyne; the firſt excommunicating - 
one-man, the ſecond excommunicating fourmen moſt illegally, moſt 
arbitrarily, for refuſing to pay tithe of turf : nor has tithe of turf, 
without pretence of law or cuſtom been a practice only; but in 


| ſome part of the South, it has been a formed exaction with its 


own diſtinct and facetious appellation, the familiar denomfnation 


of ſmoak- money. A right to tithe of turf has been uſurped againft + 


hw, and a legiſlative power of, commutation has been exerciſed, 
I ſuppoſe for familiarity of appellation and facility of collection. 

I am ready, if the Houſe will go into the enquiry, to name the 
men, the pariſh, and all the circumſtances. 7 

I underſtayd that in ſome caſes this demand has ceaſed ; that 
is, it has been interrupted by the terror of reſiſtance ; not by a 
reſpect for the law (a fad encouragement this to diſturbance) but 
even in ſome of theſe caſes the claim has been preſerved, though 
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the attempt has been deterred, and to an endeavour to preſerve 
this claim, and to inſert it in the body of the agreement with the 
pariſh, are we to attribute in {ome places, I underſtand, the de- 
feat of compoſition and of concord. : | 

It has been urged, the law would relieve in the caſe of demand 
for tithe of turf—but you have admitted the poverty of the pea- 
ſant, and you cannot deny the expence of litigation. Sir, the 
law has been applied, and has not relieved. 

I have authority from a perſon, now a moſt eminent judge, and 
ſome years ago a moſt dittinguiſhed lawyer, to affirm to this 
Houſe, that he in the courſe of his profeſſion, did repeatedly 
take exceptions to libels in the Spiritual Court for tithe of turf, 
and that they were uniformly over-ruled ; and I have the ſame 
authority to affirm to you, that the Spiritual Courts do maintain 
a right to tithe for turf, and that in ſo doing, they have acted, 
and do act in groſs violation of the law. _ 

I am informed that tithe has been demanded for furze ſpent 
on the premiſes ; and therefore, in circumſtances not ſubje& to 
ay a demand oppreſſive to the poor, and repugnant to the 

w. 

Under this head the allegation is, that in ſome of the diſturb- 
ed pariſhes of the South, tithe has been demanded and paid with- 
out cuſtom, and againſt law; and that the Ecclefiaſtical Courts 
have allowed ſuch demands againſt law; and this will be verified 
on oath. 


The exactions of the tithe- proctor are another inſtance of ille- 


8 gets, he exacts, he extorts from the pariſhioners, in 
ome of the diſturbed pariſhes one, frequently two ſhillings in the 
pound. The clergyman's agent is then paid by the pariſh, and 
paid extravagantly. The landlord's agent is not paid in this 
manner, your tenants don't pay your agent ten per cent. or five 
per cent. or any per centage at all. What right has the clergy- 
man to throw his agent on his pariſh? As well might he make 
them pay the wages of his butler, or his footman, or his coach- 
man, or his poſtillion, or his cook. SEE 

This demand, palpably illegal, muſt have commenced in bri- 
bery—an illegal perquiſite growing out of the abuſe of power—a 
bnbc vr mercy ;—as if the tithe proctor was the natural paſto- 
ral- protector of the poverty of the peaſant, againſt the poſſible 
oppreſſions of the law, and the exactions of the goſpel. He was 
ſuppoſed to take leſs than his employer would exact, or the law 
would allow; and was. bribed by the ſweat of the poor for his 
perfidy and mercy. Thus original bribe has now become a ſtated 
per quiſite; and, inſtead of being payment for moderation, it is 
now a per centage on rapacity. The more he extorts for the 
parſon, the more he ſhall get for himſelf. | | 

Are there auy decent clergymen who will defend ſuch a prac- 
tice ? Will they allow that the men they employ are ruffians, who 
would cheat the parſon, if they did not plunder the poor ; and 
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that the clerical remedy againſt connivance, is to make the poor 

pay a premium for the enereaſe of that plunder and exaction of 

which they themſelves are the objects? - a 

I excuſe the tithe- proctor; the law is in fault which gives great 
and ſummary powers to the indefinite claims of the church, and 
ſuffers both to be veſted in the hands, not only of the parſon, 
but of a wretch who follows his own nature, when he converts 
authority into corruption, and law into peculation. 

I have ſeen a catalogue of ſome of their charges; ſo much for 
potatoes ; ſo much for wheat ; ſo much for oats; ſo much for 
hay—all exorbitant ; and after a Jong liſt of unconſcionable de- 
mands for the parſon, comes in a peculation for the proctor; two 
ſhillings in the pound for pro@orage—that is, for making a 
charge, for whoſe exceſs and extravagance the proctor ought not 
to have been paid, but puniſhed, | 

Thus peculation has now become a law; the proctor's fees, paid 
at firſt, for a low valuation, are now in ſome caſes added to a full 
one; and the pariſh is obliged to pay ten per cent. to the proctor, 
for the privilege of paying the full tithe to the parſon. | 

Under this head the allegation is, that the tithe- proctors in cer- 

| tain pariſhes of the South, do aſk and extort from the poor pariſhi- 
oners one or two ſhillings in the pound under the deſcription of 
proctorage—a fee at once illegal and oppreſſive; and this they 
4 are ready to verify at your bar. | 
| It has been ſaid, that an equity has been always obſerved in fa- 
your of the tiller of the ſoil. This, I underſtand, will be contro- 
verted, and it will be proved, that in ſome of the difturbed pa- 
"# riſhes, the demands of the following articles will be found to pay 
4 tithe wheat, potatoes, barley, bere, rye, flax, hemp, ſheep, 
Mm lambs, milch-cows, turf, pigs, apples, peaches, bees, cabbage, 
oziers; in- ſome, oblations, eaſter-offerings, burial- money. 

I underſtand that every thing, of any conſequence, which is 
tithed in any part, of Ireland, is tithed in Munſter ; that pota- 
toes, which are tithed in no other part of Ireland, are tithed here 
—and that each article is, in moſt of the diſturbed parts, tithed 
higher than in any other part of Ireland. | 

I underftand that it will appear, that in ſome parts of Kerry, 
my tithe potatoes 11.-—wheat 16s.—barley 13s.—oats 128.— 

ay 28. | | 

In Kerry they do not meaſure by the acre, but the ſpade. 
They reckon, as I am informed, the breadth of their potatoe- 
ridge, or trench, to be an Iriſh perch, or ten feet and an half, the 
length therefore when 329 perches make an acre, they meaſure 
by the ſpade length, which 1s five feet and an half long ; twenty 
of theſe Iriſh ſpades they ſuppoſe to contain eighteen ſtone of po- 
tatoes, or what they call two Kerry pecks ; and as there are lit- 
tle more than 61 ſcore ſpades in the bed of 320 perches, that is, 
in an acre, the whole quantity of potatoes is valued at 1100, or 
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122 Kerry pecks, which averages at twenty pence the peck, 
that is 208. the acre for tithe of potatoes. 

In a pariſh in the county of Cork, I underſtand, the follow- 
ing demand was made and paid: 

Wheat 8s. the Engliſh acre —barley the ſame—meadow 4s. 
— oats 48.— potatoes 128.—proctor's fees 28. 2d. in the pound, 
and this not for one year, but a ſucceſſion. This, when valued 
by the Iriſh acre, is for wheat 14s. —barley 1 38s.—meadow 6s. 6d. 
ats 65. 6d, — potatoes 19s. : 

This will better appear, by ſtating to you ſome of the proc. 
tor's bills for a ſeries of years, which I underſtand will be proved 
at your bar. | E” 
In the year 1782. 


For 113 Engliſh acres of meadow — 1 


116 © 
16 ditto barlex N : 5 12 © 
8 ditto oats - - 11 6 
2 ditto potatoes 1 . t- 40 
28. proctorage 2 $75 © 
| In the year 1783. 
For 92 Engliſh acres of meadow * . 18 © © 
18 ditto oats - — - $. ©. 0 
4 ditto potatoes > - $8. © 
28. in the pound proctorage — 4 13 © 
35 Valuation for 1784. 
74 acres: of meadow _ 4 , 14'0 © 
9 ditto ſecond crop potatoes 4 10 © 
For 1785. 
8 acres barley ſecond crop - 2 16 © 
x ditto potatoes ſecond crop - © 10.0 
; For 1786. , 
3 acres and half potatoes and flax - 2 2 0 
2 ditto barley „ - 0 16 © 
7 ditto meadow © «© _ =» - 40 
10 cows - * - 0:43 '4 


You will obſerve that theſe are all the Engliſh acre, and make 
the acreable ratages about what I have ſtated, in round numbers. 

I have alſo to produce ſeveral affidavits of different people, (pea- 
ſants I ſuppoſe they are) from the county of Cork. The brief 
of which affidavits I will now ſtate to you—they depoſe, that a 
charge was made of ten ſhillings (Engliſh acre I am informed) 
for wheat, and ten for potatocg, of the worſt Kind. 

That a charge was made of twenty ſhillings for an acre and 
half of barley, and that the crop was a bad one. 

That a, charge was made and exacted, of fifteen ſhillings for 
alf an Engliſh acre of wheat, and half an acre of oats, 
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They prove that the tithe has encreaſed of late, in ſome parts, 
from 5 to 8 or 10 ſhillings the Engliſh acre for potatoes; from 
4 to 8 or 10 ſhillings for wheat; and for barley, oats, and hay, 
in a ſimilar proportion. RY 

hey prove that the charges in the .Eccleſiaſtical Courts have 
ſwelled to ten times the original ſum. _ | 

They prove that the tithe demanded in 1786, in ſome in- 
ſtances exceeded the rack · rent of the land; they prove that it is 
a practice to charge for more acres than the peaſant has in tillage 
—and they produce the charge of the proctor, and the return of 
the ſurveyor ; they prove that the prices charged in ſome inſtances 
in 1786, exceeded the value of the tithe. | | 

They prove an unchriſtian and uncharitable exaction. What 
credit is to be given to theſe affidavits, you will be the beſt judge 
when you go into the committee; but this I think, even on the 
ſtatement you can decide that theſe peaſants have been oppreſſed 
by tithe, and however fondly and partially theſe men may ſtate 
their own caſe, yet it appears that they have a caſe which you 
ought to conſider, and that there has not been that moderation 
on the part of parſan and proctor, as by the former is ſo confi- 
dently alledged. | 0 | 5 | 

J underſtand in the courſe of your enquiry it will appear, that 
a living has been lately and rapidly raiſed from 60l. to zool. by 
the new incumbent ; that a farm from 1 21. a year tithe, has been 
raiſed to 60l,—that a living in theſe diſturbed parts from 130l. 


has been in the ſame manner and expedition raiſed to 340l.— 


that another living in theſe diſturbed parts, in the ſame manner, 


as been raiſed from 3ool. to 1000l. 


I underftand it will appear to you, that 141. have been demand- 
ed ind paid for 11 acres, the rent of which was only 111. 11s. 
that flax has been in ſome of thoſe diſturbed parts rated exor- 
bitantly—thar rape has been rated at one guinea an acre ; nay one 
return goes ſo far as to ſay, 161. were demanded for four acres ot 
rape. Theſe particulars you will judge of, when you open your 
committee, how far they may be exaggerations, how far they 
may be grievances, after every allowance for ſanguine ſtatement 
on the part of the huſbandman. | 

But there are ſome returns which cannot be exaggerations, and 
which are exorbitant—they are the returns of the proper officer 
appointed by the Court of Chancery, to try petitions under the 
Compenſation- act. 


From Limeriek there are five; one is 


Flax, from 108. to os. | Meadow, from 28. 3d. to 3s. 
Potatoes, 8 — 10 | Sheep, 0 4 — © 
Wheat, 6 — © | Lambs, - 0 $ — © 
Barley, 6 _— o | Cowg 00 2. — © 
Oats, 4 — Receivers fees, 2 2 — @ 


5 : 
Proved to have been conſtantly paid. 


_—_ 


| Cows 3 and Lambs e 3d. 
1 ſhall now read you the return from Cork, from the 
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5 November 5th, 1787—Average valuation allowed. 
Flax = - - Fa% all; {Ot 48. od. J V 
Potatoes „„ ERR $0- + -* 
Rye . > 
9 Cows 4d. each. | 
October 31, 1787—Average valuation allowed. 
Potatoes, 108. od. | Oats - od. ng 2. 
Wen 10 0 | Meadow -«—« 
Cos 3d. each. 
x" December 19th, 1 78/—Ar erage valuation "HEY 
Wheat - 98. cd. | Oats . Gd.) '© 
Potatoes - 8 o | Meadow 8 | * 
n 7 6 ü 1 
| Sheep 4d. ; Cows 2d. each. | | 
Ottober 18th, 1787—Valuation per report made to os” Lord 
Chancellor. 
Potatoes / - 128. od. | Barley - I Os. od. 9 
Flax 1 DD - 8 © > 
Rape 12 © , | Meadow 8 
Wheat - 0 | q 


pro 


Officer appointed to try petitions. The return conſiſts of different 


acreable ratages. 


Engliſh acre : if ſo the ratages are as follow: 


The acre, I am told, in that country, is the 


Potatoes. | Wheat. Barley. _ Oats. Meadow. 
E. A Ir. A E. A Ir. A] EA Ir. A E. A Ir. A E. A Ir. A 
LEES» d ee ed. 
8 9 — .. I 
26 40 6 9:9|——=—| 2 6 4]——— 
813 ol 7 11 0 — ——| 3 410] 2 3 3 
SCC TS 14 0775 2805-04. SO ET a 4-420 
10 16 10 16 6 9 95 884 6 6 


I believe there is no man who hears theſe charges, that will 
not . pronounce ſome of them exorbitant, unconſcionable, and 
totally different from thoſe which the advocates for tith ze have 
ventured publicly to acknowledge or defend. I believe no man 
who hears theſe ratages, that will not ſay that ſome of them pre- 
clude the idea of any equity in favour of the tiller of the ſoil, 
and that the perſon who makes ſuch a demand means to exact the 
laſt penny of his claim, and if he talks of moderation i is a hy po- 
cnte;" 

As to zotatoes, the clergyman ought not to proceed with re- 
ference to the produce, but the price of labour: in the parts of 
which I have been ſpeaking, the price of labour is not more than 


* 
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xd. a day the year round; that is, 61. 48. the year; ſuppoſing the 
Jabourer to work every day but Sunday, making an allowance for 
ſickneſs, broken weather, and holidays, you ſhould ſtrike off 
more than a ſixth : he has not in fact then more than 51. a year 
by his labour; his family average above five perſons, nearer fix, 
of whom the wife may make ſomething by ſpinning (in theſe 
parts of the country there are conſiderable manufactories). Five 
pounds a year, with the wife's ſmall earnings, is the capital to 
ſupport ſuch a family, and pay rent and hearth-money, and in 
ſome caſes of illegal exaction, ſmoak-money to the parfon. — 
When a gentleman of the church of Ireland comes to a peaſant 
ſo circumitanced, and demands 1 2 or 168. an acre for tithe of po- 


tatoes—he demands a child's proviſion—he exacts contribution 


from a pauper—he gleans from wretchedneſs—he leaſes from pe- 
nury—he fattens on hunger, raggedneſs, and deſtitution.— In 


vain ſhall he ſtate to ſuch a man, the proctor's valuation, and in- 


form him, that an acre of potatoes, well tilled, and in good 
ground, ſhould produce ſo many barrels ; that each barrel at the 
market price is worth ſo many ſhillings, which after ailowing for 
digging, tithes at ſo much. | | | 

The peaſant may anſwer this reaſoning by the Bible; he may 
ſet up againſt the tithe- proctor's valuation the New Teſtament 


— the precepts of Chriſt againſt the clergyman's arithmetic ; the 


parſon's ſpiritual profeſſions againſt his temporal exactions, and in 
the argument, the peaſant would have the advantage of the par- 
ſon. It is an odious conteſt between poverty and Juxury—be- 
tween the ſtruggles of a pauper and the luxury of a prieſt. 

Such a man, making ſuch a demand, may have many good 
qualities; may be a good theologian ;z an excellent controverſia- 
lit ; deeply read in church hiſtory ; very aceurate in the value 
of church benefices'; an excellent high prieſt but no Chriſtian 


paſtor. He is not the idea of a Chriſtian miniſter the White- 


boy is the leaſt of his foes—his great enemy is the precept of the 
goſpel and the example of the apoſtles, | 
With reſpect to the rudiments of manufacture, you ought not 
to proceed according either to the produce or to the price of la- 
bour—you ſhould obſerve an equity in favour of the manufacturer. 
When 128. an acre are demanded for flax, the tithe is fatal to the 
progreſs of the linen trade in the South—and the great word in- 
creaſe. and multiply meets obſtruction in this inſtance, from ſome 
of the miniſters of the goſpel, or thoſe employed by them, pre- 
venting the growth of manufacture and population, by the exceſs 
of demand and the love of riches. England eſtabliſhed a modus 
for flax, a modus of 58. an acre, and yet the linen manufacture 


is not the ſtaple of England, but was given up by England to be 


the ſtaple of Ireland. 'The parliament of England eſtabliſhes there 


a modus of 5s. an acre fot your ſtaple, and ſome of your clergy - 
here demand for it 128. an acre. y 
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Under the head of exceſs the following allegation is fubmitted 
to your conſideration ; that in certain pariſhes of the South the 
charge for tithe has been unconſcionable, and hag not obſerved 
any equity in favour of the huſbandman, the poor, or the manu- 
3 | | 
But the law would relteve ; turn to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts— 
the judge is a clergyman, or appointed by a clergyman, and of 
courſe is a party judge; and though in ſome caſes his perſonal 
rectitude may correct his ſituation, and prevent him from being 
a partial, yet from the conſtitution of his court, he is a party 
judge.—The Eecleſiaſtical Courts in England maintained gravel 
and ſtone to be titheable, as ſome of ours have maintained turf 
to be titheable. Lord Holt ſaid, they made every thing tithe- 
able; but, ſays he, I do not regard that, the Pope, from whom 
dur clergy derive their claim, though they depart from its alledg- 
ed application, ſubjected to tithe the gains of the merchant, and 
the pay of the army—the canons went farther, and held the tithe 
of fornication and adultery to be the undoubted property of the 
Church. We are now too enlightened to liſten to claims carried 
to ſo very great an extent, and Eccleſiaſtical Courts are leſs extra- 
vagant now; but ſtill, the principle contifes, the bias conti- 
nues—ſtill they are party courts ; the evidence, like the judge, 
is a party—he is worſe, he is frequently the ſervant of the party, 
and! the nature of his evidence is the beſt calculated to give every 
latitude to partiality and corruption—he generally views the crop, 
when the crop is ripe, or when the ground is red; in the firſt caſe 
he cannot, with any great accuracy, aſcertain the quantum of 
produce, and in the laſt cafe, he cannot, with any accuracy at 
all; and yet, without ſurvey, without meaſure, and in ſome 
cafes, without inſpection of the crop, hear him fwearing be- 
fore a party judge, to the quantum of ground and produce. 
I have ſelected fome cafes from the Vicar's Court of Caſhel — 
I will read them, and on ſome of them will make ſuch obſerva- 
tions as occur to me. I will begin with the year 1766, to prove 
the preſent mode and meaſure to be encroachment. | 


| * 175656. 8 | 
Seymour againſt Burke-—Subtrited two-thirds of two. acres 
of bere, two acres of oats, five "acres, of cats and one acre and an 
half of potatoes, and three acres of meadowing, pariſh of Bally- 
brood, and county of Limerick, valued at 11. 128. it was proved 
that all the tithes of the ſaid pariſh belonged to promovent, and 
that two thirdg of the tithes were ſubtracted by the impugnant. 
. Hanley againſt Ryan and others. Seven lambs and forty-two 
ſheep, 88. 2d.—one acre of oats and potatoes, 3s.—half an acre of 
oats 18. 6d.—ſeven acres of meadow at 18. 6d. per gere 10s. 6d. 
1767.— They had two acres of fande 108. two acres of 
new potatoes, 128.—three roods of oats, 28. 3d.—ſix acres of 


- 


may; - 3-4 T ES: 201 


meadow, at 18. 6d. an acre—forty-one ſheep; and twelve lambs, 
at 2d. a piece, 8s. 10d. 

1768.—They had four acres of potatoes, 11.—half an acre of 
new potatoes, 38.—lix acres of meadow, 9s. | 


September 1, 1769—Knockgraffon. 

The reverend Nicholas Herbert againſt Parter.— Eight acres of 
wheat, at 58, an acre. 

Maſſey againſt Smithepich.—Oats one acre and an half, 6s. —on 
the lands of Bally nagrana, in the pariſh of Emly. 

Morgan againit Fitzpatrick. — Ballydarrid, dioceſe of Caſhel. 
One acre and an half of bere, 78. Gd. two acres of meadow at 
28. 6d, each, 58,—three acres of oats at 28. 6d. each, 78. 6d. 


February 16, 1771. 

Doctor Jer vais againſt the Morriſey's. — Half an acre of potatoes, 
45.—one acre and an half of wheat, 128:—fix acres of meadow, 
183, —two acres of oats, 88.—one acre of wheat and ſome pota- 
toes, 88. —one acre of wheat and ſome potatoes, 6s,—one acre of 
wheat and ſome potatoes, 85.—half an acre of potatoes and oats, 
38. half an acre of wheat, 48.—balf an acre of potatoes, 4s. — 
one acre of oats. and potatoes, 6s. 

Cooper againſt Gian. — One acre of oats, 38. 6d.—one acre of 

bere, 5%,—two acres of wheat, 108.—two acres of rape, 148. 


| February 8, 1772. 

| Lloyd againk Hourigan.—Subtracted in 1770, an orchard on 
the lands of Grange, in the pariſh of Cahirconliſh, two-thirds of 
the tithes, 11. 68.+8d. and on the lands of Knockeen, another 

orchard, two-thirds of the tithes of which, 16s 8d. 
Hanley againſt Sadlier.— Thirty acres of meadow, at 18. 1d. an 
acre—twelve acres of meadow, at 18. 6d. an acre—Decreed, with 
6s. 8d. W the lands in the Union of Toom. 


January 23, 1773 
Blale 3 Bryan. —Brittas in the pariſh of Thurles, i impug- 
nant, in 1771 ſubtracted two one-half acres potatoes, at 78. 6d.— 
one acre of barley at 58.—eighteen acres of meadow at 36.— And 
in 1772 he ſubtracted ſeven one-half acres at 88.—four one-half- 
acre of bere at 78.—fofir one half acres of barley it 58.—eight 
acres of oats at 58.—* twelve acres of meadow at 38. 8 


January 8, 1774. : 
Moore * ſeveral ng rod —Barley 6d. 6d. an acre—wheat. 
78.—meadow, 28. 64.—potatoes, 88.—in the parifh of Emly. 
Niall againſt ſeveral Eons — Five. one-half acres of potatoes, 
II. 138.—two acres of oats, 88.—one one-half acre of meadow, 6s. 
—one acre of rape, 88.—Killenaule, decreed with 6d. colt in each. 


Cooper againſt Ghſan,—Bere, 58. an acre—oats, 48. an acre, 
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oats, 38. 6d. an acre— wheat, 56.—Deaneſgrore, 1 in the pariſh of 
the Rocks. 

Herbert 2 M*Encraw.—Wheat, 88. an acre—oats, 38. 6d. 
bere and flax, 68. — potatoes, 88. —Knockgraſton pariſh. 


| February 2, 1775. 
Lockwood cena Aaockler.—Parley, 58. an acre—oats, 38. 6d. 
bere, one one-fourth acre, 6s. 3d —Ardmayle pariſh 
Lockewood againit Meagher. here, 58. an acre—oats, 35. 64. 
wheat, 65. oo parith, - 


January 20, 1778. 
Cooper againſt Cunningham. —Thurleſbegg, the pariſh of the 
Rocks, oats, 35. 6d. an acre—barley, 58. rape, Ss. 


11780. 

Riall againlt Freehy. ——Bullhigarry pariſh, wheat, FS. an acre— 
potatoes, 28.—oats, 10d.—ſabtracted in 1777. 

Tierney againſt Cleary and others. —Paoriſh of Tennor, potatoes, 
6s. an acre—wheat, 78.—bere, 6s.—oats, 46. 

Shaw againſt Carro!/,—Ballyſheehan pariſh, wahr ok the 
tythes; two hundred and ſixty-five barrels of potatoes, growing 
on four one-half acres at 38. 6d. a barrel, 3K 18. 3d.-forty-two 
barrels of wheat, on ſeven acres, 21. 158. —ſixty-four barrels of 
bere on four acres, 11. 10s. 3d.—in all 71. 68. Gd. with il. coſt. 

Hare againſt ſame. —Two hundred and ſixty- five barrels of po- 
tatoes, one third of the tithes. thereof, 11. gs. '8d,—forty-two 
barrels, one third of the tithes thereof 11. 8s. 2d. —inty-four bar- 
rels of bere, one-third of the tithes thereof 138. 7:4 —Decree, 
wi h il. coſt. W 

Same againſt Mary Strang. 5 thouſand three hundred and 
fifty barrels of potatoes, one half of the tithe of which, 221. re. 

d. bere one hundred and twenty-eight barrels, one half of che 
tithe of which, 2). 68. 4d.—oats, one hundred and forty-three 
| barrels, one half of the tithe of which, 21. 38. 8d.—flax, one half 

of the tithe of which, 58. hay, one hundred and twenty-five tons, 

"ane half of the tithe of which, 61. 58,—in all 331. 18. 4d.— The 

| e took time to conſider. 


July 16, 1780. e | 
time againſt Mary Strang. —Nave for the impugnant prayed 
to be let into the merits, but his grace over-ruled him, —Nave 
then tendered ol. 48. 9d.*as a compenſation, which the promo- 
vent refufed.— Griffith prayed ſentence, which was decreed hy 

his grace for 331. 18. 4d, with 11. 6s. 8d. coſts. 


| Aupgult r2; 1982: - - * 
Moſt cy e Murnane. Ms pen! ae five acres, 11. and I1. 6s. 
8d. coſt. 


Ottober 7, 1782. 
Shaw againſt Mahony.—Ordercd that Gilbert Meara, the proc: 
tor of Czfar Sutton, be * from collecting or demanding 


C: 
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tithes from any of the pariſhioners of Ballyſheehan, which are 
elaimed by ſaid 'Sutton | 

Hare againſt Strang —Decree that the appeal is deſerted in 
pain, and that a monition ſhall iſſue for 331. 18. 4d. purſuant to 
the rule of the 16th July, 1781. 


March 10, 1783. 
Lhyd againſt Hoops —60 acres of meadow, producing 240 
tons, value 161.—10 acres, 40 tons, 21. 138. 4d.—6048 ſtone of 


potatoes, at 1d. per ſtone—the tithe in all 21. 10s. 4d and 11. 


68. 8d. colt. 

Ryan againſt Madden—Decree for 48. 6d. for the tithe of 2 
acres cf meadow, and 11. 6s. 8d- coſt. 

Moore againſt Pat. Moroney—1 acre potatoes, producing 
60 barrels, at gs. gd. per barrel, that is 21. 18s. 6d. per acre— 
4 acres of meadow, at two one-half tons per acre at 11. a ton. 


4 June, 1985. 

Ryan againſt Greene—4 acres and three-fourths, potatoes at 
64 barrels containing 4256 ſtone, the tithe 425 ſtone at 4d. per 
ſtone, amount to 51. 68. 38.—flax 2 acres and 1-half, 160 ſtone, the 
tithe, 16 ſtone "at As. 3l. 48. 0d. —oats, 4 acres and 1-quarter, 
containing 232 ſtone, the tithe 43 ſtone at 6d. per ſtone 11. 
1s, 6d. meadow, ten acres, 30 tons, the tithe 3 tons, at 2 


guineas per acre, Gl, 68 6d. in all 161. 8s. 38. 


Pariſh of Ballingarry, June 26, 1784. 

Preflon againſt Clifard— In 1783, 420 ſtone of potatoes, tithe 
at 3d. per ſtone, amount to los. 6d. —oats 48 ſtone, tithe at gd. 
per ſtone, 38. 4. —barley, 196 ſtone, tithe at 8d. per ſtone, 
138. —hay, io tons, tithe whereof I ton, 21. 38. 4d. Decxee, ' 
and 11. 6s, 8d. gol 

July 26, 1584 

Walſh againſt Fanning—Parilh Kilcooly, in 1783, had two-one- 

half ton, at 20s. per, the tithe 5 cwt. value 58.—potatoes, 100 


barrels at 3s. per, the tithe 11], 108.—oats 5 barrels, tithe half 


barrel, value 38 6d. in all 11. 18s, 6d. Oy and 11, 68. 8d. 
colt. 
It appears from one of theſe decrees, that in the year 1780, a 


demand is brought for two hundred and fixty-five barrels of 


tatoes, as two-thirds of the tithe of the parith of Ballpthocgnn. 
By what learned proceſs the proQtor or evidence can prove this 
preciſe value, or whether he has meaſured the crop, I cannot 
ſay, but I moſt ſtrongly ſuſpect the contrary ; and then his va- 
luation i is a falſe and arbitrary accuracy, and his ſub- diviſion of 
the crop is a trick to encreaſe the charge. The minuteneſs of 
charge is the multiplication of oppreſſion. Do not imagine 
that the proprietor of tithe cannot proceed otherwiſe than 
by this ſpecies of minute valuation, for I have read you the 


report of ſuits brought in, a different manner, to which I beg 


you may adyert. This method appears from the report, an 
innovation; ; it is tithing by mouthfuls. 
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It appears from this decree, that theſe two hundred and fixty. 


five barrels of potatoes, were the produce of four acres and an 
half; the charge appears to be gl. 38. 9d. that is near 11. the 
nere for potatoes; the caſe goes on and charges for forty-two 
barrels of wheat, (not meaſured, I apprehend) 41. 48. 6d. value 
208. the barrel, and as this appears to ariſe from ſeven acres, 
the charge is 128. the acre ; to this is added, 208. coſt, 

The caſe that follows this is, a demand brought for one-third 
of the tithe, and proceeds exactly on the ſame principles of crafty 
minutenefs, falſe accuracy, and real oppreſſion. 

In theſe caſes you will -recolleQ, that there ſhould ever be 
made a difference between the field price and market price : the 
field-price is what the crop is worth at the time, and in the ſtate 
in which the parſon's right accrues; and the market price is that 
to which the parſon has no right. Theſe diſtinctions do not ſeem 
always to have been religiouſly adhered to by theſe clerical judges, 

The next caſe I ſhall obſerve on is, a demand brought for twe 
thouſand three hundred and fifty barels of potatoes, one hundred 
and twenty-eight barrels of bere, and one hundred and forty- 
eight barrels of oats. On what evidence? Who was the labori- 
ous indefatigable man who went through the long proceſs of 
meaſuring and weighing this ponderous and bulky produce? 
This is the cafe of Mrs. Strang, and the reſult of this charge is, 
a decree for 331. 14s, and 11. 6s. 8d. coſt. There is no neceſſity 
for knowledge of fact ro ſupport fach a demand; the evidence 
does it by his power of gueſſing, by his craft, his ſagacity ; 
which, it ſeems, before ſuch a tribunal, is ſatisfactory. You 
think this meaſure by the barrel a criminal ingenuity ; but they 
carry it much farther, they ſwear to the ftone. I have read you 
a ſuit brought for fix thouſand and forty-eight ſtobe of potatoes; 
but there is a caſe which ſums up all the principles which I have 
ftated and objected to; it is the caſe of Ryan againft Greene, 
In this four acres and a quarter of potatoes are alledged to have 
contained four thouſand two hundred and fixty-fix fone, and are 
tithed at 51. 6s. 3d. which is above one guinea an acre for pota- 
toes; two acres and a half of flax are alledged to contain one 
Hundred and fixty ſtone, and are charged above zl. 4s. above a 
guinea an acre for flax; four acres and a quarter of oats, alledg- 
ed to contain four hundred and thirty-two ſtone, are charged 

11. 18. 6d. about 5s. the acre; ten acres of meadow, alledged to 
contain thirty ton, are charged at 61. 68. 6d. that is above 128. 
the acre meadow ;. the decree went for the ſum charged, 161. 8s. 
gd: and the coft 11. 6s. 8d. An obſervation which aggravates 
even this cafe, will occur, when I tell you this charge was made 
in a year of famine - the famine of 1783, when an embargo was 
laid on your exports, and the people nouriſhed by contribution 

There is · another aggravation even to this; they charge a famine 
price, and calculate a plenty produce, and avail themſelves of 
both. ae nan it 


S * } { 
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There is another caſe of ſcarcity, where a ſuit is brought for 
four hundred and thirty ftone of potatoes, valued at 3d. per ſtone, 
a price of ſcarcity ; for forty-eight ſtone of oats, a price of ſcar- 
city; and for ten tons of hay, valued at 21. 36. 4d. the ton, 2 
price of ſcarcity, decreed with 11. 68. 8d. colts. Another caſe of 
ſcarcity—where a demand is made for fix hundred and thirty ſtone 
of potatoes, valued at 3d. per ſtone, a price of ſcarcity ; ninety- 
ſix ſtone of oats, valued at gds per ſtone, a price of ſcarcity ; 
eleven tons of hay, at 21. 38. 9d. the ton—total tithe, 3L 168. 
decreed with 11. 6s 8d. coſts ; and theſe ſeem to be the caſe of 
poor peaſants, who have but fix hundred or four hundred ſtone 
of potatoes, valued at 3d. a ſtone, in a hard year, in the famine 
of 1783, decrecd with the aggravation of the higheſt colts che 
law would allow. me : 

But there is a caſe of a moſt extraordinary appearance—a/ caſe- 
which riſes on famine, I do not ſee that any deeree was made 
upon it ; one acre of potatoes is alledged to-contain ſixty barrels 
of potatoes, and each barrel is valued at 98. 9d.—that is 2L. 18s. 
6d. tithe for the acre of potatoes. ; 

With regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman, 
who in rating his pariſhioners, takes advautage of a famine, and 
brings up as it were the rere of divine vengeance, and becomes 
in his own perſon, - the laſt great ſcourge of the huſbandman— 
with regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman, who 
not only takes the advantage of famine, but joins a famine price 
to a plenty produce, and by one and the ſame act puniſhes hu- 
man induſtry, and aggravates phyſical 'misfortune—as to the le- 
gality of ſuch a conduct, I ſhall ſay, nothing it may be perfectly 
conſiſtent with his temporal claims, but blaſts his ſpicitual preten- 
fions—for ever. Ew | 

After theſe oppreſſions, the moſt grievous kind of oppreſſions 
Y ppreſſions by judgment of law, you would hardly liſten to the 
minor grievance where the decree ſhall be for il. and the coſts 
i]. 6s. 8d.—where the decree ſhall.be for 48. and coſts 11. 6s. 8d: 
There are ſeveral of this kind—but this would ſeem the mercy 
of the court admoniſhing the peaſantry never to appear again be- 
fore ſuch a tribunal. | | 

From theſe inſtances 1 may infer, that the peaſantry muſt 
look for redreſs to Parliament, and will not find it in the Spiti- 
tual Courts, which, from their diſtance, from the uncertainty of 
their ſeſſion, from their conftitution, and from their judgments, 
muſt rather give the tithe- farmer a confidence in extortion, than 
the huſbandman a confidence in the law, From theſe inſtances, 
[ think J have proved, that there has exiſted ſuch a thing as ex- 
ceſs of demand - exceſs of demand without remedy ; and this ex- 
ceſs would be better underſtood, if you compare the ratages of 
the South with thoſe of other parts of the kingdom. 

Here Mr. Grattan obſeryed,. that two material differences 
exiſted ; firſt, that potatoes were tithed no where but in the 
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South ; ſecondly, that the other articles of tillage were tithed ho 
where fo high as in the South; that there were ſome few pa- 
riſhes, tis true, in the North, and ſome parts of counties that 
bordered on Munſter, where potatoes were tithed; but that tlie 
inſtances were few, and the exception proved the miles... .;, 

That the other articles of tillage were not tithed ſo high in in 

other places, after making every allowance for differenee of ſoil. 

Here Mr. Grattan. ftated the ratages which were uſual in the 
other provinces, and which were much leſs than thoſe exacted in 
the South, which, he ſaid, appeared to be the region of poverty, 
exaction, and e and that the tumult ſeemed commenſu- 
rate with the exaction, which, he fa d, fell particularly heavy on 
thoſe who were the leaſt, able to pay. He ſhewed, that in the 
other provinces, that not only the tithe, on tillage was leſs, but 
that there were certain moduſſes in ſome of their counties for 
articles which, in the South, was heavily tithed— Thus, in the 
North, there was a modus for flax ſix-pence, be the quantity ever 
ſo great. That, in part of Connaught there was a modus for 
hay, ſix- pence per farm, be the quantity ever ſo great. That, 
conſidering the exemption of potatoes, theſe moduſſes, and the 
ratages on tillage in the other parts of the kingdom, two obſerva- 
tions muſt ariſe, 1ſt, either ahat the clergy,were” greatly cheated 
in the three parts of Ireland, or that the people were greatly op- 
preſſed in the South; 2dly, that you muſt raiſe the ratages of 
the clergy in Uliter, Connaught, and Leinſter, or you muſt now 
check them in Munſter. Are you prepared for the former of 
thoſe events? Are you prepared in Connaught and Ulſter to pay 
128. or 14s. for potatoes and 128. the acre for flax? Are you 
prepared in Ulſter for the Compenſation-bill, and the Magiltra- 
- cy-bill, which muſt accompany and enforce ſuch efforts to intro- 
duce among you thoſe exactions which N Munſter? It is 
true, the North is teized in ſome counties, by ſmall-dues, which 
it is a part of my ſcheme to put an end to, and make a compen- 
ſation to the clergy. 

The ratages of the South will be {lill better underſtood by 
comparing them with her own ratages at a former period—that 
from every information he could collect, they had greatly en- 
creaſed. This will be a very proper ſubject for your committee. 

That he had affidavits to produce ſtating the encreaſe, which 
was rapid and exorbitant, bearing no proportion whatſoever to 
the general increaſe in the value of things. That theſe affidavits 
ſeemed warranted by current teſtimony of public opinion, aud 
particularly by extracts from the decrees of the Vicar's Court, 
where it appeared, not from one decree, but a courſe of decrees, 
that the acreable ratages of late had greatly encreaſed, _ 
Here he read ſome of the decrees before referred to. That it 
had been ſaid, that in the dioceſe of Cork and Roſs, the ratages 
had not encreaſed theſe laſt thirty years. That he was willing to 
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reſt the caſe on that principle, and if the ratages in the South 
had not within thoſe laſt thirty years greatly enereaſed, he was 
willing to give up the queſtion 5 and he deſired a committee to 
inveſtigate and determine that important point. That this en- 
croachment, on which he inſiſted, was the more inexcuſable, when 
we conſidered the great encreaſe of tillage in the South, which 
of itſelf would have eacreaſed the incomes of the dergy, even 
though they had diminiſhed their ratages; the cauſes of the en- 
creale of tillage make the encreaſe of ratage improper as well as 

unneceſſary z becauſe they are in ſome degree artificial; che 
bounty on corn is an artificial cauſe. . That bounty ſhould not 


be tithed. The effect of that bounty has not been prevented; 


but the full operation of it has been checked by exceſſive tithe, 
and has been interruped by tumult, the companion of theſe ex- 
ceſſive demands, ſo that the exceſs of tithe re- acts on the premi in, 
and makes it doubtful whether the plough ſhall advance under the 
bounty, or go back under the tithe. 

Another artificial cauſe of the growth of your tillage i m the 
South, is your want of manufacture: a poor and rapid popula- 
tion, that cannot be employed in manufacture mult be employed 


ia huſbandry; but then it is miſerable and experimental huſ- 


bandry; what Mr, Young, calls an cxecrable tillage on bog 
or mountain, which by the laws of England would be for ſeven 
years exempt from tithes, and which by the laws of Ireland ought 
to be ſo. You have two acts, one exempting newly reclaimed 
ground from tithe of flax or hemp for ſeven years; and another 
exempting reclaimed bog, provided ten acres ſhall be reclaimed, 

from tithe generally for ſeven years; but why not as in England, 

exempt all newly reclaimed ground {rom all manner of tithe for 
ſeven years ? 

Here Mr. Grattan mentioned, that he learned, in ſome of the 
Weſtern parts of the county of Cork, they rated the mouu- 
taingers higher than in many parts of the richeſt low land: charg- 
ing them by the ſpade length a ſum, which, when applied to the 
acre, was equal to 20 or 308. the plantation acre — Theſe parts 
and their inhabitants, he underſtood, were entirely conſigned to 
the dominion of the tithe-proctor or tithe-farmer, and were 
equally ſavage, and oppreſſed, and turbulent. 

This encroachment, this difproportion, and tkis exceſs, which 
[ have already particularized, are the more to be lamented, be- 
cauſe the law does not admimiter the remedy. The Eecleſiaſtical 
Courts J have proved to afford no redreſs whatever; I have ſhewn 
that their judgments are rot founded 1 in moderation, and are not 
always founded in law. 

The right of ſetting out the Uebe has not always proved, in = 
caſe of the poor, a tccurity againſt illegal demands, and do 
not affect to be a ſecurity againſt unconſcionable demands. 

By the law, the tenant muſt give forty- eight hours notice, 80 


bind himſelf to a day, whether fair or foul. In the caſe of 


tatoes, he muſt, if the parſon does not chooſe to attend, leave the 
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ridge in the field, which may prevent his ſowing winter corn, and 
be the difference between the profit on wheat and on oats. The 
tenant cannot dig his potatoes till October, he ſeldom does till 
November; and he mult uſe them in Auguſt, becauſe the ſtock 
of laſt year is exhauſted. + Now, the digging a bowl of potatoes 
is by conſtruction in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the ſubtraction, 
not of the particular tithe, but of the tithes of the year: for 
fimplicity of fuit they conſtrue ſuhtraction of one prœdial tithe 
to be ſubtraction of the whole ; and: for extent of power, that 
is, for the ſake of briaging the whole under their juriſdiction, 
they conſtrue potatoes to be prœdial tithe. Thus the neceſſity 
of the year brings the peaſant under the laſh of ecclefiaſtical au- 
thority, that great ſcourge of the farmer. 

In the laft year, the peaſantry very generally ſet out their tithe, 
and the clergy in ſeveral inſtances refuſed to draw; they did ſo 
in ſeveral inſtances where there was no illegal combination, unleſs 
a combination among themſelves, to deprive the peaſant of a 
right to ſet out his tithes, and get an e pg fucto law to collect 
their tithe in a new, ſummary and oppreſſive mode. Sir, it will 
be proved, that the countryman has waited day after day until 
the parſon ſhould draw his tithe. It will be proved, that he has 
left his crop in the field until it has become green. It will be 
proved, that he has offered to the parſon or proctor to hire them 
horſes to draw their tithe ; it will be proved that he has offered 
to draw it home at his own expence. | 

Here Mr. Grattan read a notice from a landholder to a clergy- 
man, informing him, that he ſhould draw on ſuch a day, and of- 
fering to lend the parſon horſes and cars, to draw his tithe where- 
ever he ſhould appoint ; and he obſerved that the parſon had re- 
fuſed. He alſo obſerved, that an offer had been made to a cler- 
gyman by a gentleman, to draw, keep and preſerve the ti-he in 
the gentleman's haggard, if the clergyman did not chooſe to 

keep it in his own; which offer, Mr. Grattan ftated, to have 
been refuſed”; the clergyman chooſing to recover by a compenſa- 
tion, or an ex fpoft fafo law, which went to deprive the country- 
man of his common right, without any proof of his guilt. 

That if ſuch a bill was permitted it would take from the coun- 
tryman, in ſome of the caſes mentioned above, not the tenth, 
but the fifth ; for the tenant had loſt by weather the tithe ſevered 
and ſet out, and was likely to pay another tithe by act of Par- 
Hament. That this would be, not compenſation, but robbery, 
and the worſt ſpecies of robbery, robbery by authority of Par- 
lament ; it would be to take the moſt decided and unconſtituti- 
onal part, in a caſe where this Houſe affected to take no part at 
all ; and where it declined every kind of information whatſoever, 
to enable it to take any part with dignity, juſtice, or effect; and 
that by ſuch a ſtep we ſhonld put the Iriſh farmer with reſpect to 
his tithe, on ground very different from that of the Englith far- 
mer—and much more diſadvantageous. 
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That the law in England does not require forty-eight hours. 
That where the tithe is left too long on the ground, the law of 
England gave the owner of the land an action on the caſe againſt 
the parſon for his negligence, —You give the parſon a compenſa- 
tion for his negligence. | ws | 

If tithes ſet out remain too long on the ground, the law of 
England gives the owner of the land a right to take thoſe tithes as 
damage faiſant ; if ſued for them, he is to ſet forth how long 
they remained on the premiſes, and the jury (whom your bill ex- 
cludes and thus indirectly ſtigmatizes) is to decide. By the law 
of England the care of the tithe, after ſeverance, reſts with the 
parſon. In England, where the tithe of corn was ſet out, and 
the parſon would not take it, but prayed a remedy in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court, a prohibition againſt the parſon was granted. 

See how much more care the law of England takes of the huſ- 
bandman; how much more attention it affords him than the law 
or the Parliament of Ireland; and it is one of the charges and al- 
legations of the huſbandman of the South. . _ : 

That in certain pariſhes, the pariſhioners have duly, and le- 
gally, ſet out their tithes, have given due notice, and have taken 
all the legal ſteps ; but that no perſon has attended on the part 
of the clergyman, under the expectation, they conceive, of get- 
ting ſome new method of recovery, hitherto nnknown to the law, 
and tending to deprive, by a paſt operation, the pariſh, of the 
benefit of its ancient right and privilege of ſetting out the tithe.” 

This oppreſſion connects itſelf with another part of this ſubject, 
a very obnoxious, a very oppreſſive, and a very notbrious part of 
it, the tithe-farmer. The farming of any revenue is a pernicious 
idea, It is the practice of abſolute kings, who, anxious about 
their riches, and careleſs about their people, get a fixed income 
from ſome deſperate adventurer, and then let looſe on the com- 
munity, this animal of prey, at once deſtitute of remorſe, and * 
armed with authority. 5 3 

In free countries ſuch a practice is not permitted. You would 
not allow it to the king, and you ouglhit not to allow it to the 
church—Tt is an evil in politics, but a ſcandal in religion ; and 
the more dangerous in the latter, becauſe tithe being indefinite, 

the latitude of extortion is indefinite. The uſe of the tithe-far- 
mer is to get from the pariſhioner, what the parſon would be 
- alhamed to demand, and to enable the clergyman to abſent him- 
, ſelf from his dety—the powers of the tithe-farmer are ſummary 

laws and Eccleſiaſtical Courts—his livelihood is extortion his 
rank in ſociety is generally the loweſt, and his occupation is to 


t pounce on the poor in the name of the Lord, He is a ſpecies 

5 of wolf, left by the ſhepherd to take care of the flock in his ab- 

d lence — he fleeces both, aud begins with the parſon. ö . 
0 


Here Mr. Grattan ſtated that the tithe- farmer ſeldom got 
leſs than one-fourth of the money- collected; but ſometimes one- 
third. That there were initances where he got even more, and 


Vor. VIII. 5 


v 
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Had reduced the parſon to the ſlate of a poor penſioner, on his 
own living. —That he had heard, that in one of the diſturbed pa- 
riſhes, the pariſh had wiſhed te come to a good underſtanding 
with the clergyman, and to pay him in perſon, but that the tithe. 
farmer had obſtructed ſuch an accommodation, and had by his 
mercenary intervention prevented -concord, moderation and com- 
polition—pariſhes were not only ſybje& to one tithe-farmer, but, 
in ſome caſes, were curſed with a legion of them. A non-refi- | 
dent clergyman ſhall employ a tithe-farmer, who ſhall ſet the tithe 
over again, to two blackſmiths, who go among the flock like twe 
vultures. A tithe-farmer ſhall, on being queſtioned, give the 
following account of himfelf : That he held the tithe from one, 
who had them from an officer, who held them from a clergyman 
who did not reſide in a pariſh where there were reſident no dean, 
no rector, no vicar, no ſchool-maſter ; where the whole buſineſs of 
Chriſtianity, on the Proteſtant fide, was tranſaQed by a curate at 
Fol. a year; and as the pariſh has been diſturbed by the tithe- 
farmer or proctor, ſo has it in ſome caſes been quieted in getting 
rid of him. I have known a cafe where the pariſh made, with 
their clergyman, the following agreement :—Sir, we pay your 
proctor Bool. a year, and be gives you 60ol.—We will give you 
Gool: and become your collectors and your ſecurity. In another 
living, the pariſh paid the proctor 450l. a year, and the proctor 


| 

| | 

paid the p 300l. The pariſhioners became the collector and 

the fecurny, paid the clergyman 3ool a year, took for their trou- ; 

ble zol. and eaſed the pariſh of 1201. the conſequence was peace; 

- and the more you inveſtigate this ſubject, the more you will find t 
that the diſturbance of the people, and the exactions of the f 


church, have been commenſurate— and that the peace of the for- 


mer Has attended the moderation of the latter; nor is it only the ſ; 
exceſs of exaction which makes the tithe-farmer a public misfar- n 

- tune — his mode of colF'ection is another fcourge : He puts his 
charges into one or more notes, payable at a certain time; if not * 
then diſcharged, he ſerves the countryman with a- ſummons, 0 
charging him 6d. for the fervice, and 1s. for the ſummons; tl 
he then ſometimes puts the whole into a Kerry-bond or inſtru- b. 
ment, which bears intereft—he then either keeps the bond over pi 
his head, or iſſues out execution, and gets the countryman's body al 
and goods completely into his power: to ſach an abuſe is this te 
-abominable practice carried, that in ſome of the ſouthern parts fix 
of Ireland, the peaſantry are made tributary to the tithe-fatmer ; pr 
draw home his corn, his hay, and his turf—for nothing; give tit 
him their labour, their cars, and their horſes, at certain times of is 
the year for nothing. Theſe oppreſſions not only exiſt, but ri 
have acquired a formed and diſtin& appellation—tributes ; tri- me 
butes to extortioners ; tributes paid by the poor in the name of go 
the Lord. To oppreſſion we are to add intoxication, the fee 
drunkennefs and idlenefs which not ſeldom attend the method in vill 


which the. he- farmer ſettles his accounts with the poor partſh- the 
joners devoted to his care; the place in which he generally ſeiiles : 


mult be oppreſſive. 
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theſe accounts, makes his bargains, and tranſacts his buſineſs— 
is the alehouſe: He ſometimes, I am told, keeps one himſelf, or 
he has a relation who gets a licenſe to ſell ale and ſpirits - becauſe 
his friend is employed by the church, and will bring him cuſtom. 

Do you; gentlemen, fign your leaſes in the alehouſe ? what 
ſhould you think of a ſteward who made your tenants drunk, 
when he ſhould collect your rents? and what ſhould a clergytnan 


think of his tithe-farmer, who made his flock drunk, when he 


collected or ſettled his tithes, and bathed in whiſkey this precious 
offering, this primeval property, held by ſome to be, the very 
eſſence of religion, and not only moſt ancient, but divine? 

To this loſs of induſtry you are to add, the loſs of revenue 
(where, as in ſome caſes I am told) the revenues officer is the 
tithe-farmer, and in that moſt ſuſpicious and deadly combination 
of fraudulent capacities, overcharges in tithe, and undercharges in 
tax; that is, compenſates to the countryman, by robbing - the 
King, and adds to the crime of exaction the offence of ſpoliation, 
and profits by both. I appeal to the Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue, whether they have not good reaſon to {aſpect ſuch prac- 
tices? and J appeal to ſome of a Right Rev. Bench, whether this 
is the only commutation which in their opinion is practicable or 
proper ? Under this head it is alledged, that m certain pariſhes 
in the South, tithe-farmers have oppreſſed, and do oppreſs his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, by various ways of extortion, by aſſuming to 
themſelves arbitrarily and cruelly, powers which the law does not 
give, and by making an oppreſſive uſe of thoſe powers which 
the law has put into their hands. And this the pariſhioners are 
ready to verify on oath. | 0 

Totheſe evils are we to add another, which is the principal 
ſource of them all—the uncertainty of tithe—the full tenth ever 


A tenth of your land, your labour, and your capital, to thoſe 


- ry 


who contribute in no ſhape whatſoever to the produce, muſt be 


oppreſſion; they only think otherwiſe, who ſuppoſe, that every 
thing is little which is given to the parſon that no burden can 
be heavy, if it is the weight of the parſon; that landlords ſhould 
gire up their rent, and tenants the profits of their labour, and 
all too little; but uncertainty aggfavates that oppreſſion, the full 
tenths ever muſt be uncertain as well as oppreſſive, for it is the 
fixed proportion of 'a fluctuating quantity, and unleſs the high 
prieſt can give law to the winds, and aſcertain the harveſt, the 
tithe, like that harveſt, muſt be uncertain ; but this uncertainty 


8 aggravated by the pernicious motives on which tithe frequently 


riſes and falls. It frequently riſes on the poor—it falls in compli- 

ment to the rich. It proceeds on principles the reverſe of the 

goſpel ; it crouches to the ſtrong, and it eneroaches on the 

feeble ; and is guided by the two worſt principles in ſociety, ſer- 

nlty and avarice united, againſt the cauſe of charity, and under 

the cloak of religion. | ö 
2 P 2 
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Here let me return to, and repeat the allegations, and call on 
you once more to make the enquiry. It is alledged that in cer- 
tain pariſhes of the South, tithe has been demanded, and paid, 
for what, by law, was not liable to tithe; and that the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts have counteganced the iilegal exaction; and evi. 
dence is offered at your bar to prove the charge on oath. 

Will you deny the fact? Will you juſtify the fact? Will you 
enquire into it ? | wi | 

It is alledged, that tithe- proctors in certain pariſhes, of the 
South do exact fees for agency oppreſſive and illegal; and evidence 
to prove the charge is offered on oath, Will you deny the fact? 
Will you juſtify the fact? Will you enquire into it? 

It is alledged, that in certain pariſhes of the South, tithes 
have been exceſſive, and have obſerved no equity for the poor, 
the huſbandman, or the manufacturer; and evidence is offered to 
prove this charge on oath ! 

Will you deny the fact? Will you juſtify the fact? Will you 
enquire into it? ; 

It is alledged, that in certain pariſhes of the South, ratages 
for tithes have greatly and unconſcionably increaſed ; and evi- 
dence is offered to prove this charge on oath, Will you deny 
the fact? Will you juſtify the fact? Will you enquire into it? 

It is alledged, that in certain pariſhes of. the South, the pa- 
riſhioners have duly and legally ſet out their tithe, and given due 
notice; but that no perſons have attended on the part of proctor 
or parſon, under expectation, it is appreheaded, of getting ſome 
new method of recovery, tending to deprive the pariſh of the 
benefit of its ancient right, that of ſetting out their tithe ; and 
evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath, 1 

It is alledged, in certain pariſhes in the South, tithe-farmers 
have oppreſſed and do oppreſs his Majeſty's ſubjects, by various 
extort ions, abuſes of law, or breaches of the ſame ; and evi- 
dence is offered to prove this charge on oath, Here, once more J 
alk you, will you deny the fact? Will you jultify the fact? Will 
you enquire into it? 2. 

This being the ſtate of the church in certain pariſhes in the 
South, I with to know, what in the mean time within thoſe diſ- 
tricts becomes of religion ? Mere are the parſon and pariſh at 
variance, about that which our religion teaches us to deſpiſe— 
Riches. —Here is the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ſet up to in- 
terrupt our devotion to the true God. The diſintereſted, the 
humble, the apoſtolical character during this unſeemly conteſt, 
what becomes of it? Here are two power — the power in the 
tenant to ſet out his tithe, the. power in the church to try the 
matter in diſpute by eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction—twa powers velted 
by the law in the reſpective hands of church and laity, without 
auy eſſect but to torment one another—the power of ſetting of 
tithe does not affect to defend the tenant againit unconſcionable de- 
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mand; and if attended with combination ſecures him againſt any 
effectual demand whatſoever. The power of trying the matter 
in diſpute by eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, does not take place except 
in caſe of ſubtraction, and when ii does take place is a partial trial. 
Thus, as the law now ſtands, combination is the defence of laity , 
and partiality of the church. | | 

The equity in favour of the tiller of the ſoil (a very neceſſary 
equity indeed) becomes a new ſource of diſturbance, becauſe the 
parties are not agreed, what that equity ſhould be—the country- 
man, not conceiving that any one can in equity, have a right to 
the tenth of his land, labour, and capital, who does not own the 
land, nor plow, nor ſow, nur reap, nor contribute in any degree 
whatſoever to the produce, The tithe-farmer having no idea, 
put that of iniquity, on the ſubjet—The parfon perhaps con- 
ceiving, that a tenth on tillage is a bare compenſation in equity, 
for what he deems the greateſt of all iniquity, your vote of agiſt- 
ment —Thus, the two parties, the parſon and his pariſh, the 
ſhepherd and his flock, with oppoſite opinions, and mutual powers 
of annoyance in the parts I have alluded to, ſeem to go on in a 
rooted ammoſlity and ſilent war. | a TE 

Conceive the paſtor looking over the hedge like à ſpy, to mulct 


the extraordinary labours of the huſbandman. 


Conceive him coming into the field, and ſaying “ you are a 
deſerving huſbandman—you have encreaſed the value of your 
field by the ſweat of your brow ; Sir, I'll make you pay me for 
that,” —or conceive a dialogue between a ſhepherd and one of his 
flock ; © I will take your tenth ſheaf; and if you chuſe to vex 
me, your tenth hen, and your tenth egg, and your tenth gooſe,” 
(not ſo the apoſtles)—or conceive him ſpeaking to his flock by 


arable, and ſaying, ** the aſs ſtopped with his burden; and his 
vi- 8 was doubled, and ſtill he ſtopped, and his burden was ſtill 
2 encrealed—and then the perverſe animal finding his reſiſtance in 
i vain, went on; fo even you ſhall find reſiſtance, but enereaſe your 
he 2 until the number of acts of Parliament ſhall break your 
ack,” | 


Theſe paſtoral diſcourſes, if they have taken place, however 
well intended, will not, I fear, greatly advance the cauſe of the 
faithful, particularly in a country where the numbers remain to 
be converted to the Proteſtant religion, not only by the ſuperior 
purity of its doctrine, but by the mild diſintereſted peace- making 
ſpirit of its teachers. | 

Will not the dignitaries of the church interpoſe on ſuch an oc- 
cation ? how painful muſt it have been to them, the teachers of 
the goſpel, and therefore enemics to the ſhedding of blood, to 
have thought themſelves under the repeated neceſſity of applying 
to Parliament for ſanguinary laws the moſt ſanguinary laws on 
your ſtatute books are the Pilze Whiteboy-act is a tithe- bill 
the Riot-act a tithe- bill. | 
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How painful to thoſe dignitaries mult it be to feel themſelves in 
the office of making perpetual complaints againſt their own flock, 
and to be conſcious, ir ſome inſtances, of haviug jaded and dif. 
guſted the ears of the court, by hog nd againſt the peaſantry ? 


How painful to them to have repeated recourſe to the military in 


their own caſe, and to think that many of their ſinful flock, but 


their fiock notwithftanding, were ſaved from the ind: n 
edge of the ſword by eccleſiaſtical zeal, tempered and withheld, 
and in fome caſes diſappointed by the judicious mercy of military 
command ? 

We, the laity, were right in taking the ſtrongeſt meaſures the 
laſt ſeſſion : it was our duty to aſſert; but of theſe churchmen, it 
is the duty, and I ſuppoſe the nature, to deprecate, to incline to 
the mild, the meek, the diſpaſſionate, and the merciful ſide of the 
mrs and rather to prevent by moderation than puniſh by 

eat 

Whether theſe exactions were in themſclics ſufficient to have 


roduced all the confuſion of the laſt year, I know not, but this 
do believe, that no other cauſe had been ſufficient without the 


aid of exaction; if exaction had not exiſted, the South would 
not, I believe, have been convulſed. A controverted election 


alone could not well have been an adequate cauſe; the objects of 


attack muſt, in ſome caſes, have been ſomething more than par- 
izans, and the flame ſpread by contagain—the fixſt torch mult 
have been an accident—but the people were rendered combullible 

by oppreſſion. 

, "The whiteboy ſhould be hanged ; but I think the tithe-farmer 

ſhould be reſtrained ; I would inflit death on the felon, and im- 


pole moderation on the extortioner ; and thus relieve the Com» 


nunity from the offences of both. 

But go not let us fo far miſtake the Sls as to ſuppoſe it 3 
queſtion between the parſon and the whiteboy ; or that the ani- 
moſity which haz been excited is confined to felons ; no; it is ex- 
tended far more generally ; It is extended to thoſe who have been 
active in bringing thoſe felons to juſtice ; and men will appear at 
your bar who have ſaffered under exceſs of demand, and have 
ated. 5 reſtore peace, the inſtrument of quiet, and the objects of 
exaclion : let us therefore examine the ſubject, and having alrea- 
dy with great propriety 1 taken the moſt decifive ſteps againſt rhe 
inſurgent, let us enquire now into the cauſe of the outrage, and 
fee v Rether exaction might not have had ſome ſhare, at leaft, in 
the crigin of it; and if ſo, let us ſtrive to form ſome plan which 
may colle& the riches of the church, without repetition of penal 
laws or of public diſturbangcpe. 

In forming a plan for the better proviſion of the church, tbe 
firſt thing to be conſidered is the quantum of proviſion ; the ſe- 
cond conſideration is the fund from whence that proviſion 19 
to ariſe—the quantum of prov ion ſhould be the uſual net income 
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on an average of years, except in ſome pariſhes of great exaCtion ; 
I fay uſual, becauſe I would not materially alter their allowance; 


I fay on an average of years, becauſe I would not make recent in- 
croachment property; I ſay net, becauſe when the public ſhall 
become the tithe proprietors agent, the public will have a right 
to the benefit of the agency. | 

That their income is diſcoverable I affirm, and I affirm it un- 
der the authority of their own act, and their own practice; with- 
out going farther back than the lalt ſeſhon, you wilt find the Com- 


penſation- act requires the perſon ſuing on the act to make a diſ- 


covery of his cuſtomary income, and in ſome caſes diſcovery of 
his ratages for three years back on oath—it requires that he ſhould, 
in his affidavit, ſet forth that the valuation of 1786, is made as 
near as poſſible, the ratage of the three former years; it requires 
that where a valuation of the tithe of 1786 could not be made, a 
valuation of the cuſtomary tithe for three years back ſhould z it 
enables the court to appoint perſons to enquire into the fact, and 


call for parties and papers, and thus eſtabliſhes two principles, 


which were denied ;—that the annual income of benefices is diſco- 
verable, and that the particular ratage is diſcoverable alſo :—T 
might go back to the act of Henry VIII. which requires that a 
commiſſion ſhould be directed to enquire into eccleſiaſtical be- 
nefices, and report the value of the ſame ; and I might further 
adduce the act of William III. which gives to the eccleſiaſtical 


_ perſon who builds, two-thirds of the ſum expended, which ſum 


is to be aſcertained by à certificate; which certificate, by the 
12th of George II. ſhall contain an account gf the clear yearly 
income of the benefice. After theſe inſtances, I hope no man 
will deny that the income of the clergyman is diſcoverable; par- 
ticularly, when the Compenſation- act of the laſt winter requires 
ſuch a diſcovery to be made on the oath of the parſon. That act 
was ſupported by the whole bench of biſhops ; it was probably 
framed with their advice and ſuggeſtions. They would not re- 
quize their clergy to report on their oath what they themſelves 
conceived, or had maintained to be impoſſible; as if it was im- 
poſſible to make a diſcovery for the purpoſe of commutation— 
but for the purpoſe of compenſation, eaſy and obvious. Thus, 
when I affirm the diſcoverability of the clergyman's income, I 
have not only the authority of the church, but its oath, The net 
return ſhould be the parſon's perpetual income, ſubje& to the 
exception ſtated above; but in order to guard him againſt the 
fluctuation of currency, I would fix the value of that income in 
grain; it ſhould be the value of ſo many barrels of wheat, to be 
eſtimated every ſeven years by the corn-office, or the clerk of the 
market, who now quarterly ſtrikes the average value of corn 
throughout the kingdom. Thus, his income ſhould not be ab- 
heres either corn or money; but the value of ſo much. corn to 
be paid in money. | 


- . 
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As to the fund from whence theſe receipts ſhould ariſe, that 
fund ſhould be a charge on the barony, to be levied like other coun- 
ty charges—this method is eaſy, for it is already in uſe—the head 
conſtable ſhould be the parſon's collector, and the county ſhould 
be his ſecurity. | 

To this I know the objection, and it is an objection which 
can be beſt anſwered by thoſe who make it. It will be faid that 
this ſcheme prevents the diviſion of unions, and the enereaſe of poor 
livings. Apply the firſt fruits as they ought for the encreaſe of 
Poor livings, and the repairs of the church, and then you will an- 
{wer your own argument; but a fictitious and remote valuation 

for the benefit of the rich clergy has been made of theſe charitable _ 
funds, fruſtrating the purpoſe of the charity equally to the neglect 
of the church and poor, The luxury of the pricſt has uſurped 
the funds of the poor and of the church, then ſets up againſt both 
a miſerable modus, and preſcribes in this inſtance againſt charity 
and religion. e g 

However, if the dignitaries of the church will not, Parlia- 
ment may anſwer this argument, and provide for more clergy as 
occaſion ſhall permit. You impariſh by act of Parliament; with 

roper proviſion, when gy» ſee the neceſſity, you may divide. 
he care of religion is 1 ced no where better than in the legiſ- 


lature. Popery will tell you, that when it was entirely left to the 
care of the prieſthood, it was perverted and deſtroyed. | 


2 % 


But if difficulties ſhould be made to this plan—and in order to 
give the church the growth of the country there is another plan, 
a modus; let every article which ſhall be ſubject to tithe be ſet forth 
in a tithing table, with certain ratages annexed—let thoſe ratages 
be taken, and ſet forth in the tithing table as now equivalent ta 
ſo many ſtone of bread corn, 

Let the act provide, that there ſhall be a ſeptennial valuation 
of bread corn, by the clerk of the market, or the proper officer. 

| Let there be exemption for the rudiments of manufacture, and 
a ſaving for all local cuſtom and exemptions—ſuch as potatoes in 
moſt places, hay in ſeveral, and ſuch like. ; 8 

In order to form this modus, which ſhould be provincial, not 
univerſal, let four provincial committees be appointed. You 
will ſee a precedent in your journals; on the report of theſe pro- 
vincial committees, form your bill. In your bill you will proba- 
bly think proper to give agiſtment, or a certain ſum for head- 
money, not in addition to, but in eaſe of ratages on tillage. 

In forming, your ratages, you will probably enquire into the 

_ acreable ratages now eſtabliſhed, and adopt them where they are 
reaſonable, and reject them yhere they are exorbitant—where 
there are no acreable ratages eſtabliſhed, the contiguous pariſh or 
county, where ther are eltabliſhed, will furniſh you with a rule. 

If once you appoint committees, the parſon and 'pariſh will 
both come forth with information—and from both you will col. 
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ect the preſent-ratages, and be enabled to make a rule. In form- 
ing this rule, you will probably think proper to exempt the poor 
man's garden in the South from the tithe of potatocs. 

The true principle with reſpect to your peaſantry, is exonera- 
tion—and if I could not take the burden entirely off their back, I 
would make that burden as light as poſlible—I would exempt the 

eaſant's cow and garden from tithe ; if I could not make him rich, 
1 would do the next thing in my power—F would conſider his 
poverty as ſacred, and vindicate againſt an extertroner the hallow- 
ed circle of his little boundary. The lots to the church might be 
calily compenſated particularly if you give agiſtment or head- 
money in caſe of titlage. 

I would alſo relieve the North from ſmall dues, as 1 would re- 
lieve the poor of the South from the tithe of potatoes—and where 
theſe ſmall dueg bad long obtained, I would make the parſon 
compenſation, either by giving him head-money, or by making an 
eſtimate of theſe dues, and raiſing them in the way of other coun- 
ty charges. Should it be ſaid that we ſhould as well exempt the 
peaſant from rent as from tithe; to that uncharitable and unchriſ- 
tian obſervation, I anſwer, no. The land is not his own, but 
his labour is his own.—The peaſant is born without an eftate—he 
is born with hands—and no man has a natural right to the labour 
of thoſe hands, unleſs he pays him: 'Thus, when you demand 
of the peaſants rent-—you aſk for your own eſtate-——when vou 
demand tithe, you aſk for a portion of the peaſant's eſtate, the 
poor, man's only eſtate, ths inheritance which he has in the labour 
of his hand, and the ſweat of his brow. | = 
Human laws may make alterations. and when made, muſt be 
obſerved ; but it ſnould be the policy of human laws to follow the 
wiſdom of the law of nature. 

The reſult of theſe principles, and of theſe committees pro- 
ceeding on the rules I have ſubmitted, would be the benefit of 
the church, ag well as the relief of the farmer, for eſtabliſhing 
a modus on'the average ratages of a certain number of years, 
except in caſes of exactionz you would give the church as much as 
they have at preſent, except in thoſe inſtances of unconſcionable 
demand——and as the ratages would come net to the owner of the 
tithe, you would in fact, on this principle, give the church more 
the ſpoil of the tithe-farmer would, therefore, enable you even to 
lower the ratage, and yet, give more to the church; ſo that the 
reſult would probably be, that the moderate clergyman would get 
more, and the uncharitable clergyman would get leis- which would 
be a diſtribution of juſtice, as well as of property—Having once 
agreed on the modus, I would with to give the clergy or lay-im- 
propriator, for the recovery of their income, any mode they chooſe 
to appoint, civil bill, or any other method, and then you will 
fave them the charge and diſgrace of an expenfive agency, which 
expeuſz ariſes from the difficulty of the recovery and the uncer- 
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tainty of the demand; and if you add the facility and cheapneſs 
of collection with the certainty of income to the quantum under 
the modus on the principles J have ſtated, you will find the value 
of the church property would, even in the opinion of a notary 
public, be encreaſed, though the imaginary claim would be cir- 
cumſcribed and diminiſhed. This.is no commutation, no inno- 
vation ; here 1s only 2 regulation of tithe, and an abolition of 
tithe-farmers, and of thoſe abuſes which have grown out of the 
uncertainty of tithe ; it. takes from tithe its deadly King, uncer- 
tainty, and makes it ccaſe to be a growing penalty on extraordi- 
nary labour; and it puts the queſtion,gdirectly, to the moderation 
of Ws church, will you inſiſt on indefare, demand, and uncon- 


ſcionable ratage, as an eſſential part af the Chriſtian religion, or 
the Proteſtant eftabliſhment#* ton is the anſwer to this 


queſtion, even though the el nan ſhould be filent—and. it is 
therefore I preſs this method the more, becauſe it does not iu- 
xolve the ſubject in ſpeculation, nor- reſt the redreſs of. the pea- 
ſantry on the ingenuity of ſyſtem, but makes that relief a mat- 
ter of moderation, and of Chriſtian @harity : were you diſpoſed 
to go farther you might form, gn this regulation, a commutation 
which ſhould more effe@ually relieve the plow; and ſhould, at the 
ſame time, give the benefit of the growth of the country to the 
| church: let a perſon in each pariſh, be appointed in veſtry by 
the parſon and the pariſhioners, and i they do not agree, let each 
appoint their own, who ſhall every year make *a return of acres 
under rg to applotters, who ſhall make · à valuation of the 
ſame according to a tithing table, ſuch as I have ſtated to be eſta· 
bliſhed by act of Parliament, and that valuation to bg Taiſed in the 
manner of other baronial charges; thus the parſon'g. income 
would increaſe with the extent of tillage, without falling princi- 
pally on the plow. The principle of this plan, if you chooſe to 
go beyond a modus, is obvious; the mechanical part of this, and 
of the other regulation which I have ſubmitted, will be belt 
detailed in the provincial committees, if you ſhall chooſe to ap- 
point them, for, in fact, your plan mult ariſe out of the enquiry, 
and the reſolutions of theſe committees, and the great difficulty 
on the ſubject is your averfian to the enquiry. There are other 
difficulties, I allow, the difficulties of pride, the difficulties of paſ- 
ſion, the difficulties of bigotry, contraction of the head, and 
hardneſs of the heart. Tithes are made more reſpectable than 
and ſuperior to any other kind of property. The High Prieſt 
will not take a parliamentary title; that is, in other words, he 


thinks they have a divine right to tithe.. 8 


Whence? None from the Jews; the bee of the Java 
had not the tenth ; the Levites had the tenth, becauſe they had 

no other 8 ; but Aaron and his 2 had but the tenth 
of that tenth; that is, the prieſthood of the Jews had but the 
bundredth-part, the reſt was for other uſes; for the reſt of the Le+ 
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.  vites, and for the por, the ſtranger, the wid the orphan, 
and the temple. But ſuppoſing the Jewiſh prieſthood had the 
tenth, which they certainly had not ; the Chriſtian prieſthood 
does not claim nnder them, Chriſt was not a Levite, nor of the 
tribe of. Levi, nor of the 3 prieſthood, but came to proteſt 
againſt that prieſthood, their worſhip, their ordinances, their 
paſſor er, and their circumeiſion. Will a Chriſtian prieſthood ſayx 
it was meet to put down the Jewiſh, but meet likewiſe: to ſeize 
on the ſpoils as if their riches were of divine right, though their 
religion was not; as if Chriſtian. diſintereſtedneſs might take the 
land, and the tithe given in lieu of land, and poſſeſſed of both, 
and 1 of. n againſt the avarice of the 
ews! 

The Apoſtles had no the, bez did not demand it, they and 
He e whoſe miſſion they pmached, proteſted againſt the principle 
on which tithe, i is founded.“ Carry neither ſerip, nor purſe, 

nor ſhoes; into whatever houſe ye go ſay, peace.” Here is con- 
cord and contempt of riqhes, not tithe. Take. no thought 
what ye ſhalb eat, whit ye ſhall drink, nor for your bodies 
what ye ſhall urn 57 ſo faid Chriſt: to his Apoſtles. Does this 
look like a right thy his 1 * a * 1 of the goods of the 
gLommunity ? 
„ Beware of 1 not what ye fhall eat, but 
ſcek the kingdom i Gd 
„ Give alms—provide yourſelves with bags that wax not old, 
| a treaſure i in Heaven which faileth not.” This does not look Ke 
a right in BY Chriſtian pric thood to the tenth of the goods of 
2 co y exempted from the poor's dividend. 
| — ae unto the poor, and ſeek treaſure in Heaven.” 

"In IT Fare that your#hearts be not charged with Laing, 

and drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life.” 

One ſhoulg not think that our Saviour was laying the founda- 
tion of tithe, but cutting up the roots of the claim, and prophe- 
_ tically admonifhing ſome of the modern prieſthood. If theſe pre- 
cepts are of divine right, tithes cannot, be ſo; the precept which 
orders a contempt of riches, the claim which demands a tenth of 
the fruits of the earth for the miniſters of the goſpel. 

The peaſantry i in apoſtolic times had been the object of cha- 
zity, not of exaQtion. ., Thoſe to whoſe cabbin the tithe-farmer has 
gone for tithe of rok and to whoſe garden he has - for the 

tithe potatoes, the Apoſtles would have viſited likewiſe ; but they 


would have viſited with contribution, not for exa&ion : the poor 
had ſhared with ol! Apoſtles, though they contribute to the 


churchman. 

The goſpel i is not an argument for, but 5 the right divine 
of tithe; ſo are the firſt fathers of the church. 

It is the boaſt of Tertullian; Nemo compell; tur fed /ponte confers 


bee quaſt TE") fort Phetanne.”: 
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« With us men are not under the neceſſity of redeeming their 
religion, what we have is not raiſed by compulſion, each contri- 
butes what he pleaſes ; modicam unuſquiſque ſlipenclium vel cum velit, 
et fi modo velit, ef ft modo pofſet ; what we receive we beſtow on 
the poor, the old, the orphan, and the infirm.” 

Cyprian, the biſhop of Carthage, tells you, the expences of 
the church are frugal and ſparing, but her charity great—he calls 
the clergy his fratres ſportulantes—a fraternity living by contri- 
bution. | | 
> Forſake, ſays Origen, the prieſts of Pharaoh, who have earth- 
ly poſſeſſions, and come to us who have none—we mult not con- 
ſume what belongs to the poor—we muſt be content with ſimple 
fare, and poor apparel. ' | | 
Chryſyſtome, in the cloſe of the fourth century, declares, that 
there was no practice of tithes in the former ages—and Eraſmus, 
ſays, that the attempt to demand them; was no better than 
tyranny, 

But there is an authority ſtill higheg than the opinions of the 
fathers—there is the authority of a council—the. Council of 
Antioch, in the fourth century, which declares, that biſhops may 
diſtribute the goods of the church, but muſt take no part to them- 
ſelves, nor to the prieſts that lived with them, unleſs neceſſity re- 
quired them juſtly—* Have food and raiment, be therewith con- 
tent.”? 5 
This was the ſtate of the church in its purity in the fifth cen- 
tury—decimation began, and Chriſtianity declined ; then indeed 
the right of tithe was advanced, and advanced into a ftile that 
damned it. The preachers who advanced the doctrine placed all 
Chriſtian virtue in the payment of tithe, They ſaid that the 
Chriſtian religion, as we ſay the Proteſtant religion, depended on 
it. They ſaid, that thoſe who paid not their tithes, would be 
found guilty before God ; and if they did not give the tenth, that 
God would reduce the country to a tenth.— Blaſphemous prea- 
chers—grols ignorance of the nature of things—impudent fami- 
liarity with the ways of God —audacious, aſſumed knowledge of 
his judgments, and a falſe denunciation of his vengeance. And 
yet even theſe rapacious, blaſphemous men did not acknowledge 
10 demand tithe for themſelves, but the poor—alms ! the debt of 
charity—the poor's patrimony. We do not limit you to a pre- 
ciſe ſum; but you will not give leſs than the Jews” —decime ſunt 
tributa egentium animarum redde tributa pauferibus. Auguſtine goes 
on and tells you, that as many poor as die in your neighbour- 
hood for want, you not paying tithe, of ſo 'many murders will 
you be found guilty, at the tribunal of God—tantorum homici- 
digrum reus ante tribunal eterni judicis apparebit. Let us, ſays St. 
Jerome, at leaſt follow the example of the Jews, and part of the 
whole give to the prieſt and the poor. To theſe authorities we are 
to add, the decree of two councils—the Provincial Council of 
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Maſcon, in the cloſe of the ſixth century, and the decree of the 
Council of Nantz, in the cloſe of the ninth. The firſt orders that 
tithes may be brought in by the people, that the prieſt may ex- 
pend them for the uſe of the poor, and the redemption. of cap- 
tives. The latter decrees, that the clergy are to uſe the tithes, 
not as a property, but a trult—non guaſs ſuis fed commendatis. | 

It was not the table of the prieſt nor his domeſtics, nor his 
apparel, nor his influence, nor his ambition ; but a Chriſtian 
equipage cf tender virtues—the widow, the orphan, and the poor ; 
they did not demand the tithe as a Corporation of Proprietors, 
like an Eaſt India Company, or a South Sea Company, with great 
rights of property annexed, diſtin from the community, and 
from religion; but as truſtees, humble truſtees to God, and 
the poor, pointed out they prefumed by exceſs of holineſs and 
contempt of riches. Nor did they reſort to decimation, even 
under theſe plauſible pretenfions, until forced by depredation 
committed by themſelves on one another. The goods of the 
church of whatever kind, were at firſt in common, diſtributed 
to the ſupport of the church, and the proviſion of the poor but 
at length the more powerful part, thoſe who attended the courts 
of prince they who intermeddled in ſtate affairs, the buſy high 
prieſt, and the ſervile, ſeditious, clerical politician; and particu- 
larly the abbots who had engaged in war, and had that pretence 
for extortionz - uſurped the fund, left the buſineſs of prayer to the 
inferior clergy, and the inferior clergy to tithe and the people. 

Thus the claim, of tithe originated in real extortion, and was 
propagated by affected charity; at firſt, for the poor and the 
church, afterwards ſubject to the fourfold diviſion, the biſhop, 
the fabric, the miniſter, and the poor; this in Europe. 

In England tithe is not founded on divine right, but was ſaid 
to be introduced by murder: a King of Mercia in the ſeventh 
century aſſaſſinates another Prince in a moſt barbarous manner, 
and grants, with what power I know not, the tenth of his ſub- 
jects goods, for abſolution ; but in England, as elſewhere, the 
fourfold diviſion took place—ſo ſays Blackſtone. 

Nay the preamble of the grant of Stephen recognizes tithe to 
be alms. | | 

Since it is divulged far and near by the church, that ſouls may 
receive abſolution by the grant of alms, © I, Stephen, to fave 
my own ſoul, that of my father's, and that of my mother's, and 

my relations.“ | 

Then he goes on and grants or confirms tithes and other 
things. „ 

Nay, there are ths acts of Parliament expreſs, one the 1 3th 
Richard II. providing that for the appropriation of benefices, 
here ſhall be proviſion made for the vicar and the poor *. 


*. Becauſe divers damages and hindrances have oftentimes happened 
by the appropriation of benefices in ſome places—it is agreed, that in 
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The cauſe of this act of Parliament were benefices given to 
perſons who did not, or could not preach, lay perſons, ſome- 
times nuns, (as we give them to non-reſidents) to the neglect of 
the pocr's portion. {BY | 3 PE 
heſe principles were departed from, and the truſt moſt un- 
doubtedly buried in oblivion; but let me add the Chriſtian reli- 
pion was forgotten likewiſe, e. 
Hence the Reformation bringing back Chriſtianity to its old 
purity; and lrence a ſuperior and milder order of prieſts who 
purged the ſpiritual and ſome of the temporal abominations, but 
did not entirely relinquiſh the claim to the tithe; though I muft 
own great numbers have too much purity to inßiſt on it—a clan 
which I have ſhewn to have been in its creation an encroachment 
on the laity, and in its application an encroachment on the poor. 
No divine right, no, nor natural right: the law of Nature and 
the law of God are the ſame ; the law of Nature doth not give 
property, but the law of Nature abhors that difproportion of pro- 
perty which is to be found in the claim of 900 6f 1000 men to 
the 10th of the goods of 3,000,000 ; a claim in the zocotb part 
of the community to the 10th of its property—ſutrfeit on the part 
of the few—famine on the part of the many diſtribution of the 
Fruits of the earth; impoſſihle, Beaſtly, ſhacking in itſelf, and 
when accompanied with-a claim to extravagant moderation and 
purity, ridiculous and difguſting=a claim int the proportions 
of Nature and the precepts of the Goſp el. 
I know there are acts of Parliament on this ſubje&. Fhe act 
of Henry VIII. which requires the ſetting out of the tithe ; an 
act of collection, not creation; an act Which had the lay impro- 
priator in view, and which fegms to take for granted a claim of 
ſuperſtition, founded on the pretence of charity. I know there 
are many fubfequent acts Leun. are called tithe- bills) intended 
to aſſiſt the collection of cuſtomary, not full tithe, and in that con- 
fidence granted by Parliament. I am not now enquiring whether 
the claim to the full tithe is legal, but whether the application of 
that tithe for the ſole purpoſe of ſupporting the prieſt is a uſur- 
pation. And, I have ſhewn you that tithe was a charity, fubject 
to the ſupport of the poor in the firſt place, and the. prieſt in the 
laſt.— have ſhewn you that tithe does not ſtand on the delicate 
ground of private property. I have ſhewn you that it was a truſt 
converted into a property, by abuſe; which abuſe the legiſla- 


' every licenſe it ſhall le expreſsly compriſed, that the dioceſan of the 
place ſhall ordain, according to the value of futh churches, a conve- 
nient ſum of money ſhall be paid and diſtributed yearly out of the 
fraits and profits of fome churches 10 the poor pariſhioners of ſome 
churches in aid of their ſuſtenance for ever; Iikewifſe that the Vicar 
4 wel and ſufficiently endowed — Statue Henry IV. confirms 
* 2 ad. 5 * . 
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ture may controul, without ſacrilege or robbery.— If a right to the 
full tenth is yet inſiſted on, give them the full tenth, on the princi- 
ples on which alone they at firſt ventured to demand it ſubject 
to a poor rate Let the truſt be executed let widows and orphans 
ſhare it—let the houſe of induſtry and the various hoſpitals and 
infirmaries ſhare it Let the houſe of God (now a hovel repaired 
at the expence of Parliament, though, by the canon law, it ſhould 
be repaired by the prieſthood) ſhare it; let the poorer order of 
| peaſantry ſhare it. If the clergy will inſiſt on taking the full 
tithes of his potatoes, if they take the ſtaff out of his hands, 

they mult ei the peaſant on their ſhoulders. Thus, the clergy 
inſiſting on the ſummum jus, and the laity on the ſumma juſtitia, 
the former would not be richer by the change. I ſhould on ſuch 
a change, condole with the church, and congratulate the poor; 
and I ſhould applaud the diſcretion, as well as the moderation, of 
thoſe excellent paſtors who did not rake up from the aſhes of ſu- 
perſtition, this claim to the tenth, but were ſatisfied with compe- 
tence and character, and brotherly love, and a right to live by 
their miniſtry, a right, ſet forth in the Goſpel, and which Nature 
had fet forth, even though the Goſpel had been filent. 

«© TmpraQticable,” impractioable, impracticable, a zealous 
divine will fay, any alteration is beyond the power and wifdom of 
Parhament—above the faculties of man to make adequate provi- 
ſion for goo clergymen whò deſpiſe riches : were it to raiſe a new 
tax for their proviſion, or for that of a body leſs holy—how eafy 

the taſk ! how various the means! but, when the propoſal is to 

diminiſh a tax already eftabliſhed—an impoſſibility glares us in the 

face, of a meaſure ſo contrary to our practices both in church and 
Kate. ;- | 

If you think the property of the church divine, and that when 
you affect it at all, you touch on holy things, then call the propoſal 
and call the reformation prophane, ſacrilegious, blaſphemous, but 
never call the propoſal impracticable. How are the clergy paid 
in Holland ? by. fixed falary—How in Scotland ? by fixed falary 
—never leſs than 1000 marks, nor more than 3000; are the clergy 
in Scotland deficient! Has hiſtory no obligation to the clergy 
of that ſagacious people how are the civil, military, and reve- 
nue eſtabliſhments paid in Ireland? by fixed ſalary, —You have 
not found it difficult, but fatally facile to create ſuch falaries. In 
theſe laſt twenty years, you have created not a few, and you have 
done this for laymen, to whom falary was the prineipal object; 
but for the church, where the proviſion, the temporal confideration 
is but ſecondary a moderate means for the ſupport of the great 

duty of prayer to fuppoſe the regulation, or even moderation 
of that proviſion impracticable, annexes a moſt tranſcendeny im- 
portance to what is groſs and temporal, and a comparative inſig- 
nificance to what is pure and ſpiritual, and throws a certain com- 
plexion of groffnefs, and inabſtinence on certain devout and mot 
learned controverfialiſts. | | | | 
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If indeed you conceive what is given in commutation ſhould be 
equal to the tenth of your produce, the impracticability is ad- 
mitted. While I admire the enormity of the ſuggeſtion, I ac. 
knowledge the impracticability of the execution of it. I believe 
-the legiſlature will never agree to give them the tenth either in 
commutation or tithe—both are impracticable — ſuch a claim, and 
ſuch a commutation, that goo men ſhould have the tenth of the 
property of 3,000,000 ; and you will find we are much more—the 
cuſtom of the country, the modus of ſeveral places, your own vote 
of agiſtment, and above all the intereſt of religion, and of frugal 
piety forbid it give them the tenth and you give away your rej. 
gion; but if you mean a commutation for cuſtomary profits, not 
extravagant claims, I think I have thewn you that commutation 
is not impracticable; I have ſhewn you how their preſent livings 
can be diſcovered, and can be commuted: the value is not an im- 
penetrable myſtery ; there 1s hardly a pariſh in which you could 
avoid to find twelve reſpectable pariſhioners who would . aſcertain 
their ratages, and their income; nor is there a clergyman who 
could not tell you, nor a tithe farmer, nor a tithe-proctor, nor 
a biſhop, for he in his traffic with the miniſter about tranſlation 
generally gives in a ſchedule of the value of the livings in his 
dioceſe. I think it unneceſſary to add, that there are ſeveral acts, 
and one of the laſt ſeſſion, requiring ſuch a diſcovery, and the 
ratages in certain caſes to be made on oath. n 

Men are apt to argue as if an error in that diſcovery might be 
fatal, as if the eſſence of religion was in the quantum of ſolid 
food, and as if 30l. a year more, or zol. leſs, would be a difference 
deciſive as to the propagation of the Goſpel. The inaccuracy 
that may attend the various ways of information on this ſubjec̃t 
cannot be much, and if it ſhall in à ſmall degree lower the great 
livings and raiſe the ſmall, cannot be fatal. | 

I ſhould not with to give the miniſters of the Goſpel leſs than 
they have at preſent, except in ſome caſes of hardſhip and ex- 
tortion; but ſuppoſe ſome of them did receive lefs, would the 
church fall? The importance and the difficulty of accuracy on 
this queſtion are both over- rated. 

This objection of impracticability therefore againſt a commu- 
tation is but a pretence, and againſt a modus is not even a pre- 
tence; or 18 it impracticable to enquire into the preſent ratages, 
and on that information to proceed? If ſo, if this ſtep is im- 
practicable, the abuſes that grow out of tithes are incurable, and 
then you ought to reject the ſyſtem of tithe as an incorrigible 
evil, and recur to another mode of paying your clergy. If 2 
modus is impoſſible, a commutation is neceſſary. 

We are too apt to conceive public cares impracticable —eveiy 


thing bold and radical in the ſhape of public redreſs is termed 


impracticable. | | | £ 
I remember when a Declaration of Right was thought im- 
practicable — hen the Independency of the Iriſh Parliament was 
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thought impraQticable—when the eſtabliſhment of a Free Trade 


was thought impraQticable—when the reſtoration of the Judica- 
ture of our Peers was thought impracticable—when an excluſion 


of the Legiſlative Power of the Council was thought impracti- 


cable—when a limited Mutiny-bill, with Iriſh articles of war in 
the body of it, and the Declaration of Right in its front, was 
thought impraQticable—when the formation of a Tenaatry- 
bill, for ſecuring to the tenantry of Ireland their leaſehold intereſt 
was thought impraQticable—and yet thoſe things have not only 
come to paſs, but form the baſe on which we ſtand. Never was 
there a country to which the argument of impracticability was 
leſs applicable than Ireland. 
Ireland is a great capacity not yet brought into action much 
has been civilized, much has been reclaimed, but ſomething is to 
be redreſſed - the lower orders of the people claim your attention 
the beſt huſbandry is the huſbandry of the human creature. 
What! can you reclaim the tops of your mountains, and cannot 
you improve your people? Every animal, except the tyger, (as 
I have heard) is capable of being reclaimed—the method is to 
feed, to feed after a long hunger—you have with your own 
peaſantry began. the proceſs, and you had better complete the 
experiment, _ 125 | 
Inadequate—inadequate, interpoſes the advocate for exaction; 
the rich will intercept the relief intended by Parliament, | 
This objection ſuppoſes the condition of the peaſantry to be 
poor in the laſt degree—it ſuppoſes that condition to ariſe from 
various complicated cauſes ; low price of labour, high price of 


land, number of abſentees, and other cauſes, and it refers the 


poor to the hangman for regulation, and to Providence for relief ; 
and it juſtifies this abandonment of one part of the community, 
by a crimination of the other: on à ſurmiſe that the upper orders 
of men in this country are complete extortioners, and would con- 
vert abatement of tithe into increaſe of rent, and thus intercept 
the juſtice -of Parliament. Here I muſt abſolutely and in- 
ſtantly deny the fact; the landlords are not as deſcribed ; expen- 
five frequently, I allow; but an hoſpitable, a humane and affec- 
tionate people the genius of the Iriſh nation is affection the 
gentlemen are not extortioners by nature, nor (as the tithe- farmer 
is) by profeſſion. In ſome caſes they do ſet their land too high, 
n many not, and on that head they are daily becoming more 
reaſonable. | | 
Your Magiſtracy-bill, your Riot-a&, your Compenſation-bill, 
what becomes of the authority of theſe laws with the lower or- 
ders—af you argue them into a conviction, that the landlords of 
Ireland, that is, the landed intereſt who paſſed theſe acts in their 
colletive capacity, are in their individual capacity but ſo many 
=tortioners? Look to the fact, to their leaſes for thirty-one years, 
or three lives—not like biſhops leaſes ; look to their Iands—not 
like church lands, See the difference between the lands of lay- 
Vor. VIII. 5 Q_ 
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men, wha have an intereſt in the iaheritance, and of church men, 
who have only the crit de corps, that is, a falſe and barren pride 
in the ſuceeſſion; look to the landlords condut—they paſſed a 
Tenantry-bill—the biſhops tejefted a leaſe-bill, and have almoſt 
_ uniformly reſiſted every bill that tended to the improvement of 
the country.— If by the remoteſt poſſibility, their body could be 
ia the ſmalleſt degree prejudiced in the moſt inſigniſlcant of its 
leaſt warrantable pretenſions; but if ſtill you doubt, call forth 
the tenantry, and put the queſtion to them o not take your opi- 
nion from the oppreſſor; aſx the oppreſſed, and they will tell 
you what we know already, that the great oppreſſion is tithe ; the 
middle-man's over-reaching, as in many inſtances, I acknowledge 
he is, (compared to the tithe-farmer's) is mercy. Suppoſe him 
as deſtitute of compunction, he is not armed with the lame pow- 
ers of torture, though he had the ſame genius for oppreſſion—he 
has not his own tribunals, nor can he put the country man to ex- 


pence of attending on Vicars Courts, nor of watching his crop, | 
nor of delaying his harveſt home, nor of notices, nor ſummonſes, 7 
nor of drinking at his ale-houfe, witle the value of the tithe is 
computed, nor of allthat train of circumflances and charge with , 
which the uncertain dues of the church are now collected, at the 
expence of the morais of the people. | f 
But if the charge was founded in fact, it is not an argument, t 
and has nothing to ſay to the queſtion, where fimilar exertions of 6 
oppreſſion, if morally probable, are rendered legally impollible. 8 
The landlord cannot in @onſequence of exemption from tithe, b 
raiſe his rent on his leffees, during the continuance of the term. te 
Now, do you imagine that it is the cottier only, and not the 1 
leſſee alſo, that complain of tithe—they are both aggrieved—the 4 
tenantry of Ireland are aggrieved—the leiſee therefore, muſt be * 
relieved by the plan, and the cottier cannot be equally oppicllcd, 17 
becauſe he agrees for his rent before he ſows his crop—but pays by 
his tithe afterwards ; 1 latter of coarſe muſt be, and the ſormer T 
cannot be, a charge for his extraordinary hbour. Rent is a _ 
charge on laud, tithe on labour—the one definite, the other in- 1 
definite; they are not convertible; enereaſe your rent under any li 
pretence, ſtill it muſt avoid the eftential evil of tithe the evil of 
being arbitrary; a tax riſing with iuduſtry. Suppoſe the ſe- wi 
vereſt caſe, one pound an acre advanced rent for potatoe ground, ad 
the cottier by extraordinary labour, works himſelf comparatively ol 
— out of his rent, and into a greater tithe; thus cxtortion by rent, wi 
is but a cruel compulſion on extraordinary lIabour—but tithe a de 
penalty. 5 | pr: 
There are certain arguments, which leading to ſomething ah- op 
ſurd and nonſenſical, are ſtricken out of the tribe of logic ; thoſe Rt 
arguments ſhould meet the lame fate which lead to ſomething ma 
that is worſe than either nonſenſe or abſurdity—to cruelty and to bes 


oppreſſion.— Of this tribe is the reaſoning I now combat, an ar- lan 


* 
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gument which would leave the landlords without character, to 
leave the common people without redreſs— I condemn the pre- 
miſe, but I abhor the concluſion.— What! ſhould the clergy op- 
preſs the poor, becauſe the landlords (as is alledged) do ſo al- 
ready? becauſe the latter (as is alledged) over value land —fhall 


the church overcharge labour? becauſe the peaſant pays (as is al- 


ledged) ſometimes ſive or {ix pounds per acre for his land, ſhall he 
pay twelve or twenty ſhillings to the parſon for his potatoes? The 
premiſes of this argument impeach the character of the higher 
order, and the concluſion would ſteel one order againſt the other, 
and the reſult of ſuch reaſoning would leave you hat it affects 
to find you) wicked and miſerable ; and common ſenſe and Chriſ- 
tian charity lift up their hands againſt ſuch an opprobrious pre- 
miſe, and ſuch a pernicious conch:ſion. 

If ſuch were the ſtate of our country, the church ſhould in- 
terpoſe and give a good example, and not follow a bad one ; they 
ſhould ſay, we will take the lead; we will ourſelves moderate the 


exactions which oppreſs the poor—if the rich tak&the advantage; 


and fruſtrate our pions intention, we are not iy, füult the cha- 
rater of religion is free, her miniſters do not participate the 
plunder of the people. The vote of agiſtment left the meaſure I 
propoſe practicable, and made it neceſſary; by that vote you ſent 
the parſon from the demeſne of the gentleman into the garden 
of the cottager—by that vote you ſaid you ſhall not tax us—it 
remains for you to ſay, you ſhall not tithe the poor unconſciona- 
bly ; but, going as far as that vote and no farther, you declare 
to the proprietors of tithe—* Tithe the poor as you pleaſe, pro- 
vided we do not pay you ;”? and this is what ſome mean by their 
zeal in the ſupport of the church—this is the more exceptionable, 
when you recolle& that of the poor who pay your clergy, there 


are numbers, of a different religion, who of courſe receive no 


conſideration from your clergy, and mult pay another clergy. 
The Proteſtant intereſt may require that theſe ſhould contribute 
to the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment ; but, the proportion and the 
manner in which you now make them contribute, redounds but 
little to Proteſtant honour, either in church or ſtate. 

Aye! but will you encourage tumult ? Will you reward the 
whiteboy ? Will you give a premium to diſturbance ?—Sir, do not 
advert {o lightly to the {tate of this country, nor paſs ſo ſuper- 
ciliouſly over general diſtreſs as to think that the right-boy or 
white-boy, (or by whatever other vagraut denomination tumult 
dlights to deſcribe itſelf ) are the only perſons who ſuffer by the 
preſent ſtate of tithes ; there are two other deſcriptions who are 
oppreſſed by them—thoſe who did nothing in the late diſturbance, 
and thoſe who took part to quell them. Can you ſuppoſe ſo 
many would have been neutral in the ſuppreſſion, if they had not 
been a party to the oppreſſion ? and have you complained of the 
languor of your magiſtracy, and the ſupineneſs of the Proteſtant 
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country gentlemen, without adverting to the reaſon? The tu— 
mult was confmed, but the {uffering was extenſive. But there 
is another body of men who ſuffer they who took part to ſup. 
preſs. Have they any pretenſions? Do you deny that they are 
ſufferers ?—they will come to the bar and prove it—they will 
prove two things very material, very worthy your attention 
their merit and their ſuffering, 

Yes, but will you innovate ? Admit this argument, and we ſit 
here to conſecrate abuſes. The ſtatutes of Mortmain were inno- 
vat ions the ſuppreſſion of Monaſteries innovation the Refor- 
mation innovation for, what is the Proteſtant religion, but the 
interpoſition of Parliament, reſcuiug Chriſtianity from abuſes in- 
troduced by its own prieſthood? 

Inſtitutions divine and human corrupt by their nature or by 
ours the beſt human inſtitution, the Britiſh conſtitution, did ſo 
corrupt, that, at different periods, it was anarchy, oligarchy del- 
potiſm—and waz reſtored by Parliament. 

The only divine. inſtitution we know of, ite Chriſtian religion, 
did ſo corrupty as to have become an abomination, and was ref- 
cued by a - > #1196] : 

Life, 2 eftzbliſkments, declines—diſeaſe is the lot of nature 
ve opr its progreſs by itrong remedies, we drink a freſh life 
at ſome medicinal fountain, or we find ſpecific in ſome ſalubrious 
herb: Will you call theſe reſtoratives innovation on the phyſical 
economy? Why then, in the political @conomy, thoſe ſla- 

tutes which purge the public weal, and from time to time guard 
that firm animal man againſt the evils to which civil ſociety is ex- 
poſed, the encroachments of the prieſt and the politician, 


It is then on a falſe ſurmiſe of our nature this objection ; we 


live by a ſucceſſion of amendment ; ſuch is the hiſtory of man, 
ſuch above all, is the hiſtory of religion, Where amendment was 
even oppoſed ; and thoſe cant expreſtions, the ſupporting church 
and ſtate, were ever advanced to continue the abuſes of both. Cn 
thoſe occaſions prejudices from the ragged battlement of ſuper- 
ſition ever ſcreened innovation. When our Elizabeth eftabliſked 
the Proteſtant religion, ſhe was called an innovatreſs—when Lu- 
ther began the reformation, he was called an innovator ; nay, 
when . and the high prieſt Caiphas (and high prieſts of 
all religions are the ſame) heard that one had gone forth into 
the multitude preaching, gathering the poor like the hen under 
ber wing—ſaying to the rich, give unto the poor, and look for 
treaſures in Heaven, an! take heed that your hearts be not over- 
charged with luxury, ſurfeit, and the eaſes of this life; J ſay, 
when Herod and the High Prieſt ſaw the author, of the Chri- 
tian religion, thus giving comfort and countenance, and hope to 
the poor, they were aſtoniſhed, they felt in his rebuke of their 


own pomp and price, and gluttony and beaſtlineſs, great innova- 


tion—they felt in the ſublimity of his moral, great innovation; 
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they ſaw in the extent of his public care, great innovation; and 
accordingly they confpired againſt their Saviour, as an innovator ; 
and, under the pretence of ſupporting what they called the 
Church and State, they ſtigmatized the redemption of man, and 
they crucified the Son of God, | | 

If we were defirous to retort on the church the argument of 
inuovation—its own hiſtory is fertile; what is the idea of pro- 
perty in the church, but an innovation? their converſiou of 
property from the great body of the Chriſtians, to their own uſe ? 
innovation their temporal power? innovation—their applica- 
tion for donations, equal to tenth ? innovation their converſion 
of thoſe donations to their own uſe? innovation—their excluding 
the fabric of the church as well as the poor, from the benefit of 
thoſe donations? innovations—their various tithe bills? innova- 
tion their Riot-act? innovation their Compenſation- act? in- 
novation ! 9 

To judge of the objection of innovation againſt my plan, ſee 
what that plan does not do 27 

It does not affect the doctrine of our religion—it does not al- 
ter the church eftabliſhment—it does not affect the conſtitution 
of epiſcopacy. The modus does not even alter the mode of their 
proviſion, it only limits the quantum; and limits it on principles 
much leſs ſevere than that charity which they preach, or that ab- 
ſtinence which they inculcate. Is this innovation ?. Moderation, 
innovation! as if the Proteſtant religion was to be propagated 
in Ireland, like the influence of a miniſter, by bribery; or like 


the influence of a county candidate, by money; or like the cauſe 


of a potwalloping canvaſſer, by the weight of the purſe; as if 
Chriſt could not prevail over the earth, unleſs Mammon took him 
by the hand. Am I to underſtand, that if you give the parſon 
128. in the acre for potatoes, and 10s. for wheat, the Proteſtant 
religion is ſafe on its rock ; but if you reduce him to 68. the acre 
for potatoes and wheat, then Jupiter ſhakes the Heaven with his 
thunder—Neptune rakes up the deep with his trident, and Pluto 
leaps from his throne ?—arguments and appetites which depart 
from Chriſtian purity, are beſt illuſtrated by Heathen mythology. 
See the curate—he riſes at ſix to morning prayers ; he leaves 


company at ſix for evening prayer; he baptizes, he marries, he 


churches, he buries, he follows with pious offices his fellow crea- 
ture from the cradle to the grave—for what immenſe income !— 
what riches to reward theſe- ineſtimable ſervices? Do not depend 
on the penury of the laity. Let his own order value his deſerts ; 
5ol. a year; 5ol. for praying, for chriſtening, for marrying, for 
churching, for burying, for following with Chriſtian offices his 
fellow creature from cradle to grave ſo frugal a thing is devo- 
tion, ſo cheap religion, ſo eaſy the terms on which man may wor- 


dip his Maker, and ſo ſmall the income in the opinion of eccle- ' 
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ſiaſtics, ſufſicient for the duties of a clergyman, as far as he is 
connected at all with the Chriſtian religion. | 
I think the curate has by far too little—-bloated with the full 
tenth, ] think the church would have abundantly too much, 

The provißon of the church is not abfolute property, like an 
eſtate, but payment for a duty: it is ſalary for prayer, not the 
gift of God independent of the duty. He did not fend his Son 
to ſuffer on carth, to citabliſth a rich prieſthood, but to ſave man- 
kind—it is the doration of the. laity, for the duty of prayer, 
The Jabourer deſerves hire for doing his duty he ig paid not as 
a high prieſt, but a vaſtor in his evangelic, not his corporate ca- 
pacity— when he defires to live by his miniſtry, he demands bis 
right ; when he deſires the tenth of your wealth, he demands 
your right, and he preſumes riches to be the right of the church, 
inſtead of ſuppoſing what he ought, the Goſpel to be the riglit 
of the people, and competency for preaching the Goſpel—nar 
luxury to be the rigbt, as it is the profeſſion of the church. A 
provifion for the Miniſter of the Goſpel on its own principles, 
keeping clear of the two extremes—porerty on one ſide, and 
riches on the other; both are avocations from prayer; poverty, 
which is a ſtruggle how to live, and riches, which are an. occu- 
pation how to ſpeod. But of the two extremes, I ſhould dread 
riches—and above all, ſuch indefinite riches as the tenth of the 
induſtry, capital, and land of 3,000,000, would heap in the kit- 
chens of goo clergymenan impoſſible proportion; but if pol- 
ſible, an avocation of a very worldly kind, introducing gratiß. 
cations of a very temporal nature paſſions different from the 
precepts of the (Goſpel. Ambition, pride, and vain glory, add 
to this acquiſition of tae tenth=-the litigation which mutt attend 
it; and the donble avgcatien of luxury and law, conceive a war 
of citations, contempts, ſummonſee, civil bills, proctors, attor- 
nies, and all the voluininous train of diſcord, carried on at the 
ſuit of the man of peace—by the plaintiff in the pulpit, againlt 
the defendants, his congregation. It is a ſtrong argument againſt 
the tenth, that ſuch claim is not only inconfiſtent with the na- 
ture of things, but abſolutely incompatible with the exerciſe of 
the Chriſtian religion. Had the Apoſtles advanced, among the 
Jews, preteniions to the tenth of the produce of Judea, they 
would net have converted a leſs perverſe generation; but they 
were humble and inſpired men they went forth in humble guiſe, 
with naked foot, and brought to every man's door in his own 
tongue, the true belief; their word prevailed againſt the poten- 
tates of the earth, and on the ruin of the Barbaric pride, and 
Pontific luxury—they placed the naked majeſty of the Chriſtian 
religion, | 1 

This light was ſoon put down by its own miniſters, and on its 
extinction a beaſtly and pompous prieſthood aſcended. Political 
potentates, not Chriſtian paſtors— full of falſe zeal, full cf worldly 
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pride, and full of gluttony—erapty of the true religion. To 
their flock oppreſſive to their inferior clergy brutal—to their 
king abject, and to their God impudent and familiar; they ſtood 
on the altar, as a ſtepping ſtool to the throne, glozing in the ear 
of princes, whom they poifoned with crooked principles and 
heated advice, and were a faction againſt their king, when they 
were not his ſlaves ; ever the dirt under his feet, or a poignard in 
his heart. 

Their power went down; it burſt of its own plethory, when 
a poor reformer, with the Goſpel in his hand, and in the inſpired 
ſpirit of poverty, r-ſtored the Chriſtian religion—tke ſame prin- 
ciple which introduced Chriſtianity guided reformation. What 
Luther did for us, philoſophy has done in ſome degree for the 
Roman Catholics, and that religion has undergone a iilent refor- 
mation, and both diviſions of Chriſtianity, unleſs they have loft 
their underſtanding, mult have loſt their animoſity, though they 
have retained their diſtinctions. The prieſthood of Europe is nat 
now what it was once; their religion has encreaſed as their power 
has diminiſhed. In theſe countries particularly, for the moſt 
part, they are a mild- order of men, with leſs dominion and more 
piety therefore, their character for the moſt part may be deſcribed 
in few words—morality, enlightened by letters, and exalted by 
religion—ſuch many of our parochial clergy, with ſome excep- 
tions however, particularly in ſome of the diſturbed parts of the 
kingdom—ſuch ſome of the heads of the church fſucli the very 
head of the church in Ireland. That comely perſonage who pre- 
ſides over a vaſt income, and thinks he has great revenues, but is 
miſtaken—being in fact nothing more than the ſteward of the 
poor, and a mere inſtrument in the hand of Providence, making 
the beſt poſſible diſtribution of the fruits of the earth—nay, there 
are of the church ſome ſuperior to the prejudice whe-h on the 
ſubject of tithes may be expected. Of all inflitutions, ſavs Paley, 
adverſe to cultivation, none ſo noxious as tithe—rot only a tax 
on induſtry, but the induſtry that feeds mankind ; it is true 
the mode of providing for the church 1s exceptionable, and in 
{ome parts of Ireland has been, 1 apprehend, attended with very 
conſiderable abuſes : theſe are what 1 wiſh to ſubmit to you—you 
will enquire whether in ſome caſes the demands for tiches have 
not been illegal, the collection of them oppreſſive, the exceſs of 
demand uncharitable, and the growth of it confiderable and op- 
preſſive. | 125 | 

Whether in all caſes the tithe-farmer has been a merciful paſ- 
tor the tithe- proctor an upright: agent—and even the vicar 
himſelf a moſt unbiaſſed judge. 

In this enquiry, or in forming ſome regulations from this 
enquiry, you will not be with-held by the arguments of pride, 
bigotry and prejudice—that argument which reflecting on 


Cod maintains the ſacred rights of exaction that other argu- 


* 


232 PARLIAMENTARY [Frs. 14, 


ment which reflecting on Parliament denies your capacity to give 
redreſs—that other aigument which reflecting on human nature 
ſuppoſes that you inflame mankind by redreſſing their grievances 
that other *+gument which traduces the landed intereſt of Ire. 
land as an extorcioner, and belies one part of the community to 
continue the mileries of the, other an argument of calumny, an 
argument of ctuelty. Leaſt of all ſhould you be with-held by 
that idle intimation ſtufſed into the ſpeech from the throne, ſug- 
geſting that the church is in danger, and holding out from that 
awful ſcat of authority, falſe lights to the nation, as if we bad 
doated back to the nonſenſe of Sacheveral's days, and were to be 
ridden once more by the fools and bigots. Parliament is nct 
a bigot - you are no ſectary, vo polemic it is your duty to unite 
all men, to manifeſt brotherly loye, and confidence to all men 
the parental ſentiment is the true principle of Government. Men 
are ever finally diſpoſed to be governed by the inſtrument of their 
happineſs; the myſicry. of Government would you learn 1t !— 
Dok on the Goſpel, and make the gurce of your redemption 
the rule of authority, and Jike the hen in the ſcripture, expand 
your wings and take iy all your people. 

Let bigotry and ſchiſm, the zealots fire, the high prieſt's in- 
tolerance, through all their difcordancy, tremble, while an en- 


lightened Parliament, with arms of general protection, over- 
arches the whole community, and roots the Proteſtant aſcendency 


in the ſovereign mercy of its nature ; laws of coercion, perhaps, 
neceſſary, certainly, ſevere, you have put forth already, but your 
great engine of power, you have hitherto kept back; that en- 
gine, which the pride of the bigot, nor the ſpite of the zealot, 
nor the ambition of the high, nor the arſenal of the conqueror, 
nor the inqufition with its jaded rack and pale criminal, never 
thought of: the engine which armed with phyſical and moral 
bleſſing comes forth, and gverlays mankind by ſervices ; the en- 
gine of redreſs—this is Government, and this the only deſcrip- 
tion of Goyernmeut worth your ambition. Were I to raiſe you 
to a great act, ] ſhould not recur to the hiſtory of other nati- 
ons; I would recite your own acts, and ſet you in emulation 
with yourſelves. Do you remember that night, when you gave 
your country a Free Trade, and;with your hands opened all her 
harbours. —That night when you gave her a Free Conſtitution, 
and broke the chains of a century—while England, eclipſed at 
your glory and your illand, role es it were from its bed, and get 
nearer to the fun. In the arts that poliſh life—the inventions 
that accommodate—the manufaQures that adorn it—you will be 
for many years inferior to ſome other parts of Europe ; but, to 
nurie a growing people—to mature a ftruggling, though hardy 
community, to mould, to multiply, to conſolidate, to inſpire, 
and to exalt a young nation ; be theſe your barbarous accompliſh- 
_- | No 


=” «= .,qca a ny bo, oo MS «ay 


QA 5 5 0) — — 


1788. ] DB ED A T7 © K 233 


I ſpeak this to you, from a long knowledge of your character, 
and the various reſources of your ſoul; and I confide my motion 
to thoſe principles not only of juſtice, but of fire; which I have 
obſerved to exiſt in your compolition, and accafionally to break 
out in a flame of public zeal, leaving the miniſters of the Crown 
in eclipſed degradation. It is therefore I have not come to you 
furniſhed merely with a cold mechanical plan ; but have ſubmitted 
to your conſideration the living grievances—conceiving that any 
thing in the ſhape of oppreſſion made once apparent —oppreſſion 
too of a people you have ſet free the evil will catch thoſe warm 
ſuſceptible properties which abound in your mind, and qualify you 


for legiſſatioon. 


Mr. Browne (of the College). ſaid he roſe with much 
heſitation to offer himſelf in oppoſition to a right honourable gen- 
tleman, whoſe ſuperior abilities, whoſe ſplendid talents, whoſe 
romantic ſucceſs in all his meaſures, had thrown a luſtre round his 
name, which it was difficult to meet with a ſteady eye. The 
right honourable gentleman, long and nobly employed in building 
up, had now exerciſed his talents in pulling down; he raiſed the 
civil conſtitution, he pulls down the eccleſiaſtical, with equal pro- 
bity of intention, (he was ſure) but not with equal {afety. The 
rapidity of deſtruction is always attended with more danger than 
the flow and regular {ſteps of formation. The difficulty and 
danger of the enterpriſe naturally recommended it to the daring 
ſpirit of the author: but. difficulty and danger merely would not 
recommend a ſyſtem to this Houſe. They would require ſome 
potent reaſon for this mighty change. Had the right honourable 
e alleged any? yes; ſome vague information, probably 
urniſhed by intereſted perſons ; was that a foundation for a com- 

mittee in theſe diſtyrbed times, when the country was teeming 
ſtill with outrage and combination ? when, if there were griev- 
ances, the Houſe could not, conſiſtently with their dignity, liſten 
to the cry; when it was notorious that the only oppreſſion rela- 
tive to the clergy was, that under which the clergy themſelves 
ſuffered, 
The right honourable gentleman had come forward in the habit 
of a friend, but his deſign was evidently to ſhake foundations 
almoſt as ancient as the ſtate, fortified by time and conſecrated 
with hereditary veneration, which never fell but once, and in 
their fall precipitated the peerage—the monarchy” and the 
conſtitution” ©. | 

He had made himſelf the arbiter of all controverſy between 
the clergy and the laity. Who had commiſſioned him? Not the 
people, their voice had not been heard; the cry indeed of violence 
and anarchy had been heard. Who did not remember when this 
cloud firſt aroſe in the South? a vapour engendered in the filth 
of a county election. The powers of the country, the Nabobs 
of the Peninſula had perſuaded the people, that tithe was the 
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cauſe of their complicated miſery, and that they ſhould be freed 
from tithe, 

Did he appear for the clergy ? Had he conſulted, as was 
natural, with the right reverend bench? No. Was he com. 
miſſioned by the inferiors? No. They Knew the ifconvenien. 
cies of the preſent ſyſtem they knew the conveniencies. 'The 
experience of ages had proved that the latter overbalanced. They 
know not his, he knew it not himſelf; nothing but time could 
unravel them. They had rather 
. bear the ills they have, 

Than fy to others that they know not of. 

Above all, he lamented the unfortunate time the meaſure was 
brought forward; when one Compenſation-bill had conſiderable 
effect, when another promiſed. effectually to quiet the country, a 
motion was made, the mere agitating of which * poſſibly 
effectually bar the reſtoration of peace. 


Mx. PaxsONSs.— Though there may have been ati by 
ſome individuals of the clergy, I will never confent to have the 
eſtabliſhed church of this kingdom dragged like a delinquent to 
your bar, and arraigned, and evidences brought to aſperſe, perhaps 
to defame and to calumniate the minilters of the goſpel—this 
would be an unſeemly thing. I alſo object to a committee of 
enquiry, becauſe for a ſubject ſo extenſive as the conduct of all 
the vicars of the South, the whole length of theiſeſſion would be 
unfair, and a general enquiry impra&icable, I muſt oppoſe the 
mode in which this bufineſs is brought forward. 


The ATTorxnty GENERAL ſaid that he was aware he aroſe to 
ſpeak under great diſadvantage, after the moſt ſplendid diſplay 
of elocution that the Houſe had ever heard: He warned gentle- 
men to awake from the deluſion, and weigh only the ſubſtantial 
"merits of the caſe. That the peaſantry in the South were diſ- 
treſſed, he believed no one doubted, and he was free to acknow- 
ledge that oppreſſion was exerciſed over them—but he utterly and 
totally denied, that any part of the imputation could be laid at 
the door of che clergy. As to what the right honourable gen- 
tleman had mentioned, of the illegal demands of tithe-proctors, 
he thought the laws as they ſtood were ſufficient to correct the 
evil. With reſpe& to tithe of turf having been demanded, he had 
not the ſmalleſt doubt of its being clearly illegal—and if the right 
honourable gentleman would bring in a bill to puniſh the Eecle- 
ſiaſtical Courts which entertain hd he ſhould have all the al- 
ſiſtance in his power. While he admitted the poor claſſes in the 
South to be Agreſed, he mentioned that they muſt ever conti- 
nue in the ſame ſituation, while kept in ignorance and deprefſion 
by-thoſe whoſe duty it was to protect them—thcir landlords ; 
and all the exertions of the legiſlature to relieve them, would be 
in vail. 
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The right konourable gentleman, he ſaid, wiſhed to render the 
clergy reſpected—he did not thing that a diminution of their in- 
comes would raiſe them in the eſtimation of the vulgar, and if his 
propoſed enquiry was to take place, he was certain that of ſuf- 
ferers, ninety-nine out an hundred would be found to be cler- 

men in the South of Ireland. 

He appealed to the right honourable gentleman, whether all 
the diſturbances complained of, had not originated in an elc&ion 
party If it was unknown to him, he could aſſure him it was 
the fact. The people were taught to believe that all their diſtreſ- 
ſes originated with the ciergy, and to revenge their ſulfering 8 

upon that body of men, that Parliament might interfere, and do 
away all tithes. The gentleman ſeemed ſhocked at a demand of 
one-tenth—he aſſured him, that the clergyman often received no 
more than the one-half of that—if tie would even go fo far as to 
demand one-tenth, he would moit affuredly receive none at all. — 
He mentioned a circumſtance of a clergyman, in the county of 
Tipperary, who had been examined on, oath, and who came for- 
ward and depoſed, that he had never made a demand that was nut 
ſtrictly legal and moderate, and after having challenged the pub- 
lic to contradict him in open court, no accuſer appeared to con- 
troul him. He aſſured the right honourable gentleman that the 
redreſs he wiſhed to maintain would never Tatisfy them—it was 
not a commutation, but a total abolition of tithes, that they 
looked for—he had even hcard it {aid in the South, that the 
White-boys had gone fo far as to aſſert that the right honourable 
\ gentleman would procure for them a an n from the hearth- 
tax. 

If the Houſe was to go into a committee, they would get into 
a ſtate of fermentation, and if diſappointed, reſort to their old 
barbarities. He thought any plan for commutation impractica- 
ble—he thought any meaſure of the kind would injure the cauſe 
of religion in the South, which if once effected, would be of 
dangerous conſequence, as there would then be no hold of the 
common people at preſent we had none but that of their ſuper- 
ſtitious veneration; this opinion he ſupported, by ſaying the mea- 
ſure would imply a contempt of the miniſters of the goſpel, which 
would induce a contempt of religion itſelf, As to the divine right 
of tithes, he never gave himſelf the trouble to enquire into their 
origin, he only knew that from the Engliſh law books, they were 
granted time immemorial. He was againſt indiſcriminate abuſe 
of the clergy. The proctors, he ſaid, might deſerve much cen- 
fare, but the landlords more. He was decidedly of opinion, that 
the ſyſtems propoſed were impracticable and that the utmoſt in- 
juries mull reſult from an adoption of them. However, if they 
were reduced to a bill, he would examine them. If they were 


_ as he approved, he ſhould ſupport, if not he ſhould reject 
them, 
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Mr. Curran ſaid he roſe to ſay only a few words, merely to 
juſtify his preſent conduct in voting for the motion, and at the 
fame time to explain his conduct on a former occaſion. He had 
then voted againſt the penal laws propoſed, becauſe he thought 
that ſevere laws againſt a part of the country ought not to be 
enacted without evidence or enquiry, He now ſupported the 
motion, in order that knowledge of the ſubje& might follow the 
enquiry. Thoſe gentlemen who declared their ignorance of that 
very important ſnbject, could ſcarcely reſiſt the opportunity of 
information. He wiſhed for it, he ſaid, as a friend to the church. 
That venerable body had been aſperſed; he wiſhed an enquiry for 
their juſtification, which he was perſuaded muſt be the reſult.— 
He wiſhed it for the intereſt of religion; while the paſtor and the 
flock were in a ſtate of war, the one could not be expected to 
reach, nor the other to learn. The latter were to be converted as 
well as inſtructed; the great ends, therefore, of Chriſtianity as 
well as the diffuſion of the Proteſtant faith, muſt be fruſtrated by 
theſe unfortunate diſſenſions. He wiſhed for reconciliation for 
the eaſe, the honour, and ſecurity of the earth. He faid he con- 
fidered Parliament as pledged to enquire into the complaints of 
their fellow ſubjects, when the public diſturbances ſhould ſubſide. 
All was now calm. It was therefore the promiſed, as well as the 
proper, ſeaſon of enquiry. He thought the people had a conſti- 
tutional right from the duty of Parliament, as an honorary claim 
upon its promiſe, If it be now refuſed, it may teach them the 
dangerous leſſon that humility and ſubmiſſion are not the beſt 
means of getting either hearing or redreſs. If they ſee that: 
pains and penalties are denounged and inflicted without any 
enquiry, and that enquiry is refuſed becauſe it may poſ- 
fibly lead to redreſs, it muſt make the people deſperate. He 
was ſurpriſed, he ſaid, at the ſtrange objection relied on by an 
honourable member [Mr. Parſons} that it would expoſe the cler- 
gy to aſperſion. Such an objection, were it founded in fact, 
would be, indeed, an aſperſion, and a ſevere one upon them; to 
object to an enquiry into the poſſible grievances in the collection 
of tithes upon that ground, was a libel on the church. It was a 
fort of defence that held out the clergy to the public as guilty 
men, that could not ſtand the teſt of fair enquiry, and it was hold- 
ing out this Houſe as capable of meanly conniving at that guilt; 
it was therefore branding the clergy and the Parliament with an 
unmerited imputation. As for his part, he reſpected highly the 
church. He confidered it an eſſential part of the conſtitution, 
He would never conſent to any abridgment or reduction of its 
rights, which the law gave them. It would be at once impoli- 
tic and unjuſt. He confeſſed he had never yet heard of any plan 
of commutation that was not liable to many objections; but till 
he thought the ſubje& deſerved inveſtigation ; even though no- 
ching ſpecific ſhould immediately follow the enquiry. One ſalu- 
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tary effect at leaſt would not fail to reſult; by ſhewing a diſpoſi- 


tion to examine into oppreſſion or abuſe, the oppreſſor, ¶ ſuch 
there be among thoſe who tranſact the buſineſs of the clergy, will 
be alarmed, and the abuſe will be diſcontinued. | 

He thought the character of the preſent Adminiſtration ſhould 
be an additional inducement with the Houſe. He could not 
conceive how thoſe gentlemen that boalted ſo highly the ſpirit of. 
economy and reformation, could reſiſt the motion, unleſs they 
thought thoſe great qualifications ought to be exerted only on 
party ſubje&s—or unleſs they thought every duty of good go- 
vernment ought to be the objects only of lazy applauſe, not of 
active imitation—to' be praiſed in their governors, and neglected 
by themſelves. 'But he ſaid he was inſenſibly forgetting his in- 
tention and his promiſe not to abuſe the indulgence of the Houſe. 
He had no intention of entering at large into the quf8ſtion. The 
extraordinary talents of the hanourable mover, had left nothing 
for any one to add. He found himſelf as unable to add to his 
arguments as the other ſide did to anſwer them. He felt, he ſaid, 
the aukwardnefs of riſmg at all in ſuch circumſtances, but the 
ſubje&t was top near his heart to give merely a filent aſſent to 
the motion. 


* 


The queſtion was now called for, and on its being put, the 
Houſe divided, | | 
For Mr. Grattan's motion, _ 49 
Againſt it, — — 121 
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Fuipar, FiBrvary 15, 1788. 


Mr. Brarsrogꝑ preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 
a bill to amend an act, intitled an act for making, widening and 
repairing the toad leading from the city of Dublin to Malahide, 
and for ereQing turnpike gates and receiving tolls thereout in aid 
of the barony preſentments, and for appointing truſtees for car- 
rying the {aid purpoſcs into execution; which was received and 
read the firſt time. 


The CHaxncELLoR OF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he begged leave 
to call the attention of the Houſe to a ſubje& of very great im- 
portance, which was the reduction of the intereſt of money. He 
ſaid the ate of the times, and the preſent ſituation of this country, 
were ſufficient to juſtify the meaſure, and in order to lay a ground- 
work for the Houſe to judge by in this buſineſs, he ſhould; with 
very great deference, ſtate to the Houſe the different periods 
when a reduction of intereſt took place. The reduction to 10 
per cent. took place in the year 1634, in the reign of Charles 
the firſt ; in 1703. the ſecond of Anne, it was reduced to 8 per 
cent.; in 1722, the eighth of George the firſt, it was reduced 


q 
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to 7 per cent.; and in 1731, the fifth of George the ſecond, it 


was reduced to 6 per cent.; fo that there was an interval of 
twenty-leven years elapſed from the time intereſt was reduced from 
8 to 7 per cent. and a period of nine years elapſed till it was re- 
duced to 6 per cent. and from that period till now, a period of 
fifty-ſeven years has elapſed. He then ſtated, that in the year 
170g the annual ſupply was but 1 5, oool. and there are reſolu- 
tions on the journals of that day, ſtating the decay of trade and 
the inability of the country. In the year 1722 the annual ſup- 
ply was 331, oool. and the ſame inability then exiſted, with a 
dcht of 300,0c9]. carrying an intereſt at the rate of 6 per cent. 
and then borrowed the ſum of 300, oool. at 5 pe cent. He ſud 
that taking into conſideration the ſtatement at theſe different pe- 
riods, and comparing them with the preſent ſituation of this 
country, when the credit of the nation is high, and no neceſſity 
exiting for borrowing money; maturely conſidering theſe cir- 
cuimlances, it may perhaps afford a ground of reaſoning in favour 
of a reduction of intereſt at the preſent day. He ſaid there was 
a deſcription of men who, though they were poſſeſſed of landed 
property, yet, from their profuſion and diſſipation, became needy, 
and who were willing to pay any rate of intercſt, provided they got 
money to ſupply tlieir wants; whereas the honeſt and induſtrious 
trader was deterred from eularging his view, or extending his 
trade, by the dread of paying a higk intereſt, though he might 
be deſirous of borrowing, provided he could procure at a low 
tate; and, he faid, it was in vain for this eountry to look to a 
competition with Great Britain, or any other country in point 
of commerce, with a diſadvantage of one-fixth againſt her. He 
obſervcd, that the wealth of this country had increaſed conſider- 
ably ; but at the fame time he was forry to ſay, that great pro- 
perties lay in the hands of a few, whilft the body of the people 
in general were but poor ; and in ſupport of his obſervation that 
the wealth of this country had conſiderably increaſed, he Rated, 
that the public funds in this country have been higher here theſe 
ſeveral years paſt than what they are in England. He ſhould 
adduce another argument which he thought favourable to a re- 
duction of intereſt ; and that was, that the tonnage of ſhipping 
had amazingly increaſed in. this country ; and he ſtated from the 
authority of Mr. Chambers, a writer of very high political credit, 
that in 1716, the period when the laſt reduction of intereſ took 
place in England, that the tonnage of England at that time was 
438,606 tons, and by the Cuitom-houſe returns, the tonnage in 
'this country is at preſent 516,000 19n3, which is more than Eng- 
land had at the time of her reduction of intereſt to five per cent. 
He ſaid it was in vain to look ſor an extenſion of trade, if we 
have not the means of carrying it on. After ſtating every ad- 
vantage that would probably ariſe to this country from a reduc- 
tion of intcreit, he declared that ſo far as reſpected himſelf, he 
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was no way intereſted in the meaſure, but he thought he was only 
diſcharging his duty to the public, to ſtate theſe circumſtances to 
the Houie ; he ſhould leave it for them to determine, and let 
them judge of the utility of the meaſure ; and if it ſnould not be 
now adopted, it may perhaps lay the foundation for its taking 
place on another day. He here obſerved, that much apprehen- 
ſions were entertained at the eſtabliſhment of the National Bank; 
but had not the event fully juſtified the utility of that meaſure ? 
On the ſubje& he had now the honour of addreſſing the Houſe 
on, he declared, that no fort of influence ſhould be made ule of; 
it was a meaſure not to be forced on the public, but thrown out 
to them at large, in order to give it that due inveſtigation which 
the importance of the ſubje& required. After ſtating that the 
annual ſavings were increaſing, and by conſtituting a ſinking 
fund, in four or five years ſome reduction of the national debt 
would in all probability take place; as a period of fifty-ſeven 
years had now elapſcd fince the laſt reduction of intereſt took 
place in this country, during which time the nation has conſfider- 
ably increaſed in wealth, public credit high, and the country not 
in a borrowing ſtate. Under theſe circumitances, and as he had 
already the leave of the Houſe, he ſhould preſent a bill for re- 
ducing the intereſt of money to five per cent. | 

He then preſented a bill for reducing the intereſt of money to 
five per cent. which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Corxy ſaid the right honourable gentleman had his thanks 
for the fair, clear and candid manner in which he had introduced 
his bill; at rhe ſame time it was a ſubje& which required much 
information, and very great inveſtigation ; for the preſent he 
would not tell himſelf how he ſhould vote, but he would give the 
ſubje& matter of the bill every poſſible attention; and in order 
to do that, in his opinion, the ſecond readiag of the bill ſhould 


be poſtponed for ſome days. 


Sir Hexxy Cavenpisn ſaid he was alſo of opinion, that a 
long day ought to be given for conſidering the bill, in order that 
the kingdom may be conſulted, to ſee how far the circumitances 
and ſituation of the country ate ripe for ſuch a.meaſure, and to 
give an opportunity to thoſe who may think that they will be 


affected by ſuch a change in the intereſt. of money, to petition 
the Houſe on the ſubject, „ | 


Mr. Coxxr ſaid he roſe again to expreſs his admiration of the 
very able ſtatement made by the right honourable gentleman, but 
his own opinion upon the ſubject he had kept ſecret from every 
one, nay almoſt from himſelf, nor would he divulge it till the bill 
ſhould go into a committee, where, though the principle muſt be 
admitted-that it is better borrow at five than fix, it might be de- 


bated whether the country was at preſeut in a ſituation to admit 
of ſuch a change. | | 


$ 
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Sir HENRY CAvkxpish ſaid he was ſo well convinced, that 
the more the plan of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was inveſti- 
* and the better it would be underſtood, the more it would 

approved, that he was willing to allow the country full time 
to conſider it, and to give people compleat opportunity of ſtating 
their wiſhes in petitions to the Houſe. | 


Mr. Buz6n (of Oldtown) roſe to expreſs his thanks to the 
right honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer] 
for the very able and candid manner in which he had brought this 
buſineſs forward; and this he thought himſelf bound to do, as 
he had upon a former occaſion entertained ſentiments different 


from thofe with which the Chancellor's conduct had now im- 
preſſed him. t bs = 


The Cnanceriior of ThE ExCHEQUER expreſſed himſelf 
much obliged to the honourable gentleman for his favourable opi- 
nion ; bnt, be ſaid, prejudiced as he confeſſed himſelf to be in fa- 
vour of the meaſure, he could not think of preſſing it without 
giving the Honſe an opportunity of information, and he would 
therefore lay before the Houſe every document that could throw 
Fight upon the ſubject. | 


Sir Joun Braqvters faid he would not trouble the Houſe 
upon this queſtion, if gentlemen had not been invited to ſtate 
their opinions; and though he had ſo much confidence in the 
abilities of the gentlemen who compoſed the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, that in almoſt any other caſe he would be proud to let his 
opinion bend to theirs, yet in the preſent he feared he muſt differ 


with them. | 


If gentlemen would be at the pains to confider, he believed 
they would admit, that in two or three points the meaſure did not 
ſtand upon fair ground. It certainly was no queſtion, whether 
money ſhould be borrowed at five or fix per cent. bat whether it 
ſhould be borrowed at fix, or not at all? In the courſe of his 
argument the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had ſtated the legal intereſt as in ſome degree connected with a 
meaſure from which he had ſo deſervedly derived great honour, 
the reduction of intereſt on the national debt; but he begged 
leave to ſay, that they had no manner of dependance on each 

other: This appeared in the conduct of that able miniſter, Mr. 
Pelham, who though he reduced the intereſt of the national debt 
from five to three per cent. thought it unwiſe to attempt a re- 
duction of the rate of private intereſt. 

From the general murmur of approbation with which the 
Chancellor's ſtatement had been received, it appeared to him as if 
gentlemen thought themſelves bound to give fix per cent: for all 
money now borrowed ; but it was no ſuch thing, they might get 


- 


it as much lower as they could. 
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* 
Mr. Maso ſaid he roſe to order. This was not the time for 
debating the bill; the principle being admitted, it of courſe went 
to the committee, where its different clauſes might be fully 


inveſtigated. 


The Crancertrior or THE ExCHEQUER then moved for 
ſeveral papers relative to the imports and exports, and tonnage of 
ſhipping belonging to Ireland, all which were ordered, and the 


ſecond reading of the bill was fixed for Wedneſday. 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee on the linen bill. 


Mr. BzxesrorD defired that the Clerk might read the firſt pa- 
ragraph of the bill, [which dire&s the bounty formerly paid on 
the importation of foreign flaxſeed, to be applied in premiums 
on railing flaxſeed in Ireland.) He faid, he always felt himſelf 
extremely embarraſſed when he differed in ſentiment with a right 
hon. gentleman, [the Speaker] for whoſe opinion the whole na- 
tion entertained ſo much reſpect, but, as when laſt the queſtion 
now to be propoſed was agitated, the majority againſt it was ex- 
tremely ſmall, he hoped it would not be deemed preſumption in 
him if he again brought it into diſcuſſion, 

The right hon. gentleman who ſat near him [the Secretary of 
State] had upon the former occaſion ſo fully explained the buſi- 
neſs, that a very few words would now ſuffice. The intention of 
his motion, he ſaid, was to ſecure ſome part of the funds of the 
Linen-board, to be applicable to the encouragement of the linen 
manufacture in thoſe provinces where at preſent it does not flou- 
riſh ; for that purpoſe, his motion ſhould defire that the ſum of 
72501. granted by this bill for the encouragement of the growth 


of flaxſeed, may be apportioned into four ſhares, applicable to 


the four provinces of the kingdom; againſt this, very plauſible 
arguments had already been offered, which he would now truly 
ſtate, and add ſome obſervations on them. ; 

It was ſtated that no alteration ought to be made in this bill, 
becauſe that ſince 1780, when the bounty was by it taken away 


from flax-ſeed imported, and given in premiums on the growth of 


flax-ſeed at home, the linen manufacture has very much increaſed 
that the export of linen has riſen from below twenty millions of 
yards to above thirty millions ; that the average export for ſeven 
years before the act was twenty millions, and that it has fince 
been above twenty-five millions; it was indeed argued in expreſs 
words, that the premiums were the cauſe of this increaſed expor- 
tation, and indeed if the argument did not prove that, it proved 
nothing to ſtrengthen this argument; further it had been added, 


that on an average of five years previous to the act; the annual 


importation of flax-ſced had been thirty-four thouſand, that the 
average of five years ſince that period was .thirty-nine thouſand 
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hogſheads ; whereas had the increaſed import of. ſeed borne pro- 
portion to the increaſed export of linen, it would have been 


forty-two thouſand hogſheads ; the decreaſe was attributed to 


the growth of Iriſh flax-ſeed. Us 

It was, he ſaid, further agreed, that this law is impartial, that 
it offers premiunys for railing flaxſeed in every part of the king- 
dom, and that aſum is apportioned to each county. 
Now to begin with the laſt. It is very true that dividing the 
ſum into thirty-two parts, and direQing that each county ſhould 


have a right to claim one, has the appearance of fairneſs and im- 


partiality, though in fact it is the very reverſe, and calculated to 
throw the greater part of this fund into Uliter, . 
If the bounty on the growth of flax- ſeed was ſufficient to pay 


*with profit for the ſeed, then indeed the premium would be equal 


in all parts; but will any man fay, that a farmer in Munſter has 
the ſame inducements to grow flax-leed as one in Ulſter, where the 
manufacture 1s ſo far advanced ? What is the farmer to do with 
his flax or his flax-ſeed when it is grown? Where is his market? 
A farmer, for inſtance, in Tipperary, how is he to diſpoſe of his 
flax or flax-ſeed? Is he to ſend it by land carriage or by ſea to 
market? Is the ſame premium held out to him and to the farmer 
in Armagh ? Is it a fair impartial premium ? It is not, and the 


' conſequence is, that the greateſt part of theſe premiums, nay al- 


moſt the whole, is attracted to the place where the manufacture 
is fully eſtabliſhed. 

To encourage the beginning of manufactures, other premiums 
are neceſſary ; linen cannot be made without flax, flax cannot be 
raiſed without feed ; dreſſers, ſpinners, and weavers muſt be eu- 
couraged, and markets for every. ſpecies of their productions 
mult be eſtabliſhed ; it ſeems then fair to allow ſome proportion of 
the funds to each province, to be applied to ſuch encouragement. 

But it is faid, why touch this ſacred fund allotted for the 
growth of flax-ſced, and which has done ſuch wonders for the li- 
nen manufacture ? i | 

I anſwer, becauſe each province can apply their proportion of 
it to better purpoſes; and becauſe that I will not allow that the 
proſperity of the linen manufacture is owing to the preſent appli- 


cation of this fund; and becauſe I think it is, though not in- 


tended, a partial diſtribution of it; and becauſe the other funds 
of the board are appropriated or diſperſed otherwiſe. 
The itatement, by which it appears that the average exporta- 


tion of linen roſe from 20 to 25 millions of yards, and that at the 


ſame time, the importation of flax-ſeed did but increaſe from 
34,000 to 39,000 hogſheads, would at firit view appear to prove 
that the premiums have had this effect: but let us examine the 
fact: The former exportation of linen was 20 million yards, the 


prelent exportation is 25 millions, the incxeaſe is one-fourth. 


a 
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The former import of ſeed was 3234,00 hhds. 
The preſent is - \ 39,000 

To the firſt rate of import, add one - fourth of 34, 8,000 

And the import would now be - ,000 


- 42 
the ſaving then is 3000 hogſheads; which, by this ſtate, is the 


quantity grown in Ireland more than before the premium the 
law has ſubſiſted ſeven years, conſequently 21,000 hogſheads 
have been ſaved to the country. 

The yearly fund applicable to this bounty is, C. 9899 

Which for ſeven years is, 3 69293 
ſo that to ſave the importation of 20, ooo hogſheads of flax-ſeed, 
the nation has paid near 70,0001. 

Again, the conſumption of flax-ſeed in ſeven years would be 
at 42,000 hogſheads per ann. 294,000 hogſheads, of which we 


grow 21,000, or about the fourteenth part, and for which we 


pay 69,2931.—How then does this ſerve the manufacture? It 
was ſaid that in time of war, and in ſevere ſeaſons, it may be of 
uſe, but what would become of the manufacture depending on 
one-fourth part of its premium? It was alſo ſaid, that Iriſh flax 
is tronger and more beautiful than foreign; but what avails this, 
when we can but have but one-fourteenth of our conſumption ſup- 
plied at home ? — | | 

The whole fund of the Linen Board is, £- 23700 
Of which is appropriated to flax-ſeed, . 9,899 
To aſhes, _ 8 — 


4000 

To three. provinces, - -. $60 

To building in Dublin, - - _ ooo 

Salaries and rents, - - - 4033 

Law expences, - - - 2954 — 
Altogether, _ - — - - L. 27886 
Exceeding, - „ - n 5,186 


All which expences are permanent except the building, and even 
deducting that, the fund is exhauſted; there being therefore no 
other fund but that appropriated to the growth of flax-ſeed which 
can properly be applied to that purpoſe, and being of opinion, 
that that is at preſent unfairly applied, I wiſh to appropriate one- 


fourth part of it to each province. 


He then took notice of the ſum applied to promote the manu- 
facture of aſhes, which ſum was very confiderable, and yet the 
importation of that commodity continued to increaſe. Having 
ſtated this, he ſaid he avowed his intention fairly, which was to 
get ſome portion of the money given by the public to promote 
the linen manufacture, appropriated to Munſter. 


Mr. BrownLow faid it would not be neceſſary for him to 
trouble the Houſe with many —_ if tome gentlemen were not 
| 2 


— 
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now preſent who had not attended in the committee on this hill, 
or the principal advocate and ſupporter of the linen manufacture of 
Ireland, was not now in a fituation in which he could not exert 
his accuſtomed zeal and great abilities in its behalf, [ alluding t 
the Speaker, who, from his fituation in the chair, could not enter 
into debate. J — Every one knows that if the primum of a ma- 
nuſaQure is injured, the manufacture itſelf muſt ſuffer ; and 
therefore gentlemen ſhould be extremely cautious of diſturbing 
the regulations under which our linen trade has riſen ſo rapidly; 
| that it is wiſe to encourage our home ſeed, and that it thnyes un- 
der ſuch encouragement, gs apparent in Leinſter, Connaught and 
Ulſter. The people of Munſter have not entered into this 
ſpecies of tillage, perhaps deterred by the exorbitant tithes of 
flax exacted from them; in Ulſter there is a modus, ſix-pence 
for each ſowing of flax—in Munſter they pay by the acre. This 
muſt make a conſiderable difference. 

It was faid by the right hon. gentleman, that Munſter had no 
market for flax-ſeed, becaufe ſhe had no linen manufacture; why 
then beſtow any part of the premium where there is no manufac- 
ture ? | 

There ſeems an unbecoming degree of jealouſy, that the pro- 
vinces which fairly earn this premium ſhould receive it; yet we of 
Uliter were never jealous of the bounties paid on woollens, on 
corn, or fiſheries, though we do not participate in them. We 
conſider the general interelt, and are happy to ſee meaſures taken 
to promote the good of the whole nation. I would wiſh other 
gentlemen to adopt theſe principles, and not make experiments 
upon a trade that is going on extremely well, 


Captain BurG6n ſaid he was not ſurprized to hear a motion 
come before the Houſe for a more equal diſtribution of bounties, 
but he was ſurprized indeed to find it come from the wrong quar- 
ter of the kingdom. Had the North complained, it would have 
been juſtifiable, becauſe ever ſince the year 1759, there have been 
paid out of the revenues at large, bounties "upon the inland car- 
riage of corn, which amounted in one year to upwards of 70, oocl. 
The North had full notice of this bounty, but yet they did not 
complain. Since that time an export bounty on corn has been 
added, which has amounted to 50,000. a year; and again, 
17,0001. on certain manufactures, of which the province of Ul- 
ſter entertains none. Has the province of Ulſter expreſſed a jea- 
louſy? Have they come forward to Parliament to defire you to 
. injure others? No; their language is very different, much more 
honourable ; they deſpiſe ſuch little meaſures. Their conduct is 
very ſingular, very ſingular indeed in this country! You ſeldom - 
hear from them by way of petition, and when you do, it is to 
tax themſelves. That was the caſe above thirty years ago, when 
they applied for the Lagan tax in the manor of Hillſborough, 
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which they raiſed and expended within themſelves. And again, 
they have applied to tax the tonnage of ſhipping in Newry, and 
ſeemingly deſpiſe your navigation ſupplies. They aſk leave to 
raiſe money for themſelves, and to lay it out on their local works. 
It is not ſo with others. It would be a happy thing for this 
country and for Government it was ſo. The anticipation of the 
revenue was an enormous robber of the Crown. The province 
of Ulſter, on the principle affected to be laid down, was as well 
entitled to 30,000. a year provincial dividend, as Munſter was to 
18001. dividend, becauſe 30,000l. would be the fourth of what 
was paid on corn, of which, as a province, they were ſo circum- 
ſtanced that they demanded no ſhare of it. He recommended 
that the hon. gentleman ſhould add to his motion, and reſolve 
that the province of Ulſter ſhall not be allowed to bring this re- 
ſolution into precedent. It might operate twenty to one againſt 
his intention, for ſurely no gentleman who votes for this motion 


can poſſibly deny equal juſtice to the province of Ulſter, 


Mr. Cox ſaid he was very unwilling to aſk the attention of 
the Houſe, but the ſubject was of much importance. The queſ- 
tion was on a change of the ſyſtem of the linen bounties. Some 
years ago the annual grant for the encouragement of the home- 
growth of flax and flax-ſeed had been made, and the reſolution 
of every ſeſſion confined the ſum of 7, 250l. to that purpoſe 
alone. The queſtion now propoſed is, that you ſhonld alter that 
ſyſtem, and change the appropriation, by dividing it into four 
parts, ſuffering Munſter to apply one-fourth to any purpoſes that 
might be thought fit. The chief arguments uſed in ſupport of 
this plan were, that Munſter did not receive a ſufficient propor- 
tion of the fund granted, and that Ulſter received an undue 
portion under the plan which the Linen Board purſued in the 
premiums offered. The reverſe he conceived would prove to be 


the fact. 


The fund is firſt divided in equal ſums to every county. In 
Ulſter, where there 1s a great deal of flax grown, the claimants 
are all obliged to abate conſiderably of their claims, as there the 
fund is inſufficient to pay the premiums propoſed. In Munſter, 
where not ſo much flax is grown, the claims do not amount to the 
fund for paying them in the ſeveral counties, and there the claim- 
ants receive the full amount of the premiums propoſed by the 


board, ſo that a flax-prower receives already much more in Mun- 


ſer than in Ulſter ; beſides the premiums propoſed rife in a 
conſiderable proportion, as the quantity of crop is increaſed, 
None is offered for a leſs quantity than an acre ; an acre gets 
208. but the premium on a greater number of acres riſes to 31. 
per acre. Now Ulſter grows her flax moſtly in quantities under 
an acre, and never in the great number of acres which Munſter 
does, and therefore thoſe in Munſter have another' advantage, 
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In other ſchemes of the Linen Board, how does Ulſter ſtand in 
compariſon ?2—He then ſtated the premiums received, in different 
apers which he read ; the returns of the Linen Board, the 
Coe, paid on the export of printed linens, no part of which 
was received by Ulfter—the bounty on home-made fail-cloth, no 
art of which was received by Uliter—the bounty on your ware 

Bates, no part of which was received by Ulſter the bount 
on home-made linſeed oil, no part of which was received by Ulſter 
the bounty on ſending flax-feed from the South to the North, 
no part of which was received by Ulſter. If Munſter mauufac- 
tures her flax, as her cloths are coarſer, and takes therefore more 
materials, ſhe has much more flax premium on a yard of cloth, 
than there is on a yard of cloth in Uliter—ſhe has beſides the pre- 
mium on fail-cloth ; if ſhe ſpins, ſhe has premiums in the plan of 
yarn ware-houſes—if ſhe preſſes her linſeed ſhe has premiums for 
oil, and laſtly if ſhe will not have the induſtry to do any thing 
elfe but ſend her flax-ſeed to Ulſter, ſhe has a premium of not 
leſs than 14s, per hogſhead—and yet Munſter complains of par- 
tiality and want of protection from the Linen Board. 

The right honourable gentleman [Mr. Beresford] has ſtated, 
that though there were 4000l. applied for home making of aſhes, 
yet the import had increaſed. Aſhes was not the queition before 

the Houle, and therefore he would only remark on that fact, that 

it was an additional proof of the increaſe of the linen manufac- 
ture, and proved that the home conſumption mult have increaſed 
as well as the export, from the proportion that he ſtated of the 
increafe of aſhes imported, to the increaſe of the linen exported ; 

and that conſideration was an additional teſtimony in favour of 
the ſucceſs of the ſyſtem that had been purſued, and that was 
now arraigned by the right honourable gentleman himſelf. He 
had alſo ſtated, that 69,cool. had been expended ſince the ſum 
in queſtion was firſt given for home flax- ſeed. To whom had that 
ſum been given? Was it to America or Holland? It was perhaps 
the wiſeſt poſſible expenditure of the ſum, for reafons of ſound 

licy. | | | 

The bounties had been talked of for argument, as if the deſign 
of Parkament had been for them to raiſe every county in Ireland 

to a level in the linen manufacture. Nothing, he ſaid, was as im- 

practicable as to reduce the ſurface of your land to the ſame level; 

beſides Parliament never could have been ftupid and ignorant 
enough to haye thought of effecting ſuch a work with ſuch an 
engine as 72 50l.— the principle was to aid the manufacture, not 
to raiſe particular counties, and the bounty ought to be allowed to 
flow evenly, and to ſettle wherever the manufacture attracted it. 
Ought you, ſaid he, when you have got a Weſt India trade, 
and a trade to France, to riſk diſturbing the flouriſhing ſtate and 
progreſs of your manufacture in any part of the kingdom? But 


4a ta the change propoſed, had any plan been offered to the Houſe 


| lover's prayers, in the height of his affection for his miltreſs— 
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in lieu of the old ſyſtem? Not a line on paper, nor any ſpecific 
propoſal even in argument. Indeed the ſyſtem for the province 
of Munſter, which the Houſe hadetliis ſeſſion ſeen offered, was 
rather ſingular to have propoſed. One day a bill of pains, of 
penalties, to correct their idleneſs and riot, and enforce the pay- 
ment of their tithes. 5 


The SEecxETARY or STATE interrupted Mr, Corry. 


Mr. Corry ſaid he looked upon that bill as a bill of pains 
and penalties, againſt the riotous poor of Munſter Another 
day you are intreated to put down your fiſheries, in order to feed 
the poor of Munſter On this day you are invited to invade your 
linen manufacture, in order to employ the poor of Munſter. The 
unreaſonableneſs of the two propoſals put him in mind of the 


Ye Gods, annibilate but ſpace and time, 
And make tao lovers happy 


Deſtroy your fiſhery and linen trade, 
And make poor Munſter happy. | 
He concluded with ſaying, he thought it wiſer to abide by the 
experimental ſucceſs of the plan purſued by Parliament hitherto, 


than to truſt to the wiſdom of any right honourable gentleman's 
ſpeculations in embryo. | 


1 — — 


— 


— —ê 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1788. 


Mr. Hol us preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a pill 

for the relief of inſolvent debtors, with refpe& to the impriſon- 
ment of their perſons; which was received and read che firſt 
time. 9 N | 


The Cnaxcelitok oF THE ExcHEquer preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, a bill for granting the ſum of 5000l., 
to the Dublin Society, for the purpoſes therein mentioned; which 


was received and read the faſt time. 


A. petition of John Staples and James Caulfield, Eſqrs. was 
Preſented to the Houle and read; ſetting forth, that the petiti- 
oners having now completely finiſhed a ſteam engine at Promglaſs 
colliery in the county of Tyrone, at an expence of 2000. over and 
above the ſum gfanted by Parliament for ſaid purpoſe; and hav- 
ing opened ſaid colliery in ſuch a manner that they are ready to 
deliver any quantity of coals that can be demanded, they humbly 
beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe that as the preſent mode of 
conveyance from the colliery to the head of the navigation is 
extremely difficult anc expenſive, the public muſt be deprived of 
the benefit which might ariſe from the preſent Rate of the colliery 


» 
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unleſs a water or waggon-way ſhall be made for -conveying the 
coals to the head of the navigation; that the petitioners having 
expended very conſiderable ſums upon the ſaid colliery, find them- 
ſelves unable to make ſuch water or waggon-way at their own 
expence, and praying the Houſe to grant them 20001. out of 


the navigation funds, for which they conceive the fame may be 
executed. 


A petition of the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, and liber. 
ties thereof, paying taxes, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that by an 
act of Parliament paſſed in the twenty-ſixth year of the reign of 
his preſent Majeſty, entitled ap act for the better execution of the 
law within the city of Dublin and certain parts adjacent thereto, 
and for quieting and protecting poſſeſſions within this kingdom, for 

e more expeditious tranſportation of felons, for reviving, continu- 
ing and amending. certain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for re- 
pealing an act paſſed in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth years of 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for improving the 
police of the city of Dublin, the ſeveral acts heretofore made for 
the appointment and ſupport of a nightly watch through the ſeve- 
ral pariſhes of this city and the liberties thereof are repealed, and 
an eſtabliſhment, called a police, under the direction and controul 
of a few magiſtrates, has been adopted in the room of the nightly 
watch, with certain powers in the ſaid act expreſſed ; that the 
taxes now levied upon the inhabitants of this city, under and in 
conſequence of ſaid act, for the ſupport of ſuch eſtabliſhment, ap- 
pear to the petitioners to be treble the amount of the former taxes 
levied for ſupport of the pariſh watches; that the petitioners 

being loaded with ſuch weight of taxes, might reaſonably have 
expected they would have reaped benefits equivalent thereto, by 
the preſervation of peace and good order in this city; but the 
petitioners humbly beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe, that in- 
ſtead thereof they bave found from experience that the ſecurity 
of the perſons, habitations and properties of the inhabitants has 

been rendered more precarious and uncertain ſince the eftabliſh- 
ment of ſuch police than before; that the crimes and immorali- 
ties to which this city was before ſubject are rather encreaſed than 
diminiſhed ; and therefore the petitioners are convinced that ſuch 
eſtabliſhment has by no means anſwered the good intention of the 
legiſlature, but on the contrary has been injurious to the civil 
rights and properties of the inhabitants of this city, and to the 
magiſtracy thereof ; that the petitioners, from the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances and facts before ſtated, humbly beg leave to repreſent 
that no guard whatever, iudependent of, and not under the con- 
troul of the pariſhioners of the reſpective pariſhes, can poſſibly af- 
ford ſufficient or ſatisfactory ſecurity to the perſons and properties 
of the citizens of Dublin; that an act of Parliament was paſſed 
in the ſeventeenth, and eightcenth years of his prefent Majeſty, 


, 
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entitled an a& for improving the police of the city of Dublin 
and the petitioners are humbly of opinion that a law founded 
upon the principles of the ſaid act, as to a wardmote, would af- 
ford a conſtitutional guard for this city, effectual for the protec- 
tion of the inhabitants, at half the expence of the preſent police 
eſtabliſhment 3 and therefore praying to be heard by counſel in 
ſupport of the allegations of their petition, and for relief. 


Mr. HarTLEyY moved that the petitioners be heard at the bar 
by their counſel, He ſaid he hoped the Houſe would think that 
perſons thus humbly ſupplicating the juſtice of the Houſe, and 
againſt whom no riotous or ſeditious practices could be charged, 
might be deemed deſerving of that indulgence. The petition, he 
ſaid, was ſigned by ſeven thouſand houſe-keepers. 


The ATTorNnty GENERAL ſaid he ſhould be extremely ſorry 
that there were ſeven thouſand ſeditious perſons exiſting in the 
kingdom any where but on paper; however, without meaning 
to ſay any thing unkind or diſreſpectful of the petitioners, whoſe 
chairman, however, could not be perfectly diſiutereſted, being. a 
rope-maker, he would aſk the honourable gentleman what more 
they could deſire than that which the Houſe was actually engag- 
ed in doing? It was admitted by all that the Police- act wanted 
amendment: A bill was now brought in to explain and amend 
that act. Did the petitioners mean to petition againſt the bill 
for amending the act of which they ſo much complained? 


Mr. Haxrrxy ſaid he could ſee no mode by which the peti- 
tioners could poſſibly obtain redreſs, if they were not allowed to 
explain their grievances by counſel. "IP £ 


Mr. Mason ſaid that ſuppoſing the names affixed to the peti- 
tion were names of perſons actually exiſting, and houſekeepers, as 
the petition ſet forth, yet it was eaſy to account for their number. 
A few diſcontented perſons firit ſet the buſineſs afloat, and in the 
pariſh where he lived they ſent about advertiſements, calling on all 
diſcontented perſons like themſelves to fign the petition ; many 
ſigned it in hopes of getting rid of the tax, many more in hopes 
of getting rid of the reſtraint; but there had been at leaſt in his 
pariſh no meeting wherein the advantages of a well regulated 
police had been fairly weighed and examined. To this he added, 
that in his opinion the petitioners could not be heard by their 
counſel againſt the bill, it being the rule of the Houſe never to 
hear counſel againſt a tax. | | 


Mr. HarTLEy faid that meetings had been held in the ſeveral 
pariſhes, advertiſements had been iſſued, and every means taken 
to collect the ſenſe of the people, 
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Mr. Srrwinr faid the obſervation of the right honourahle 
gentleman, that counſel could not be heard againit a tax was, in 
his opinion, unfounded ; he had, indeed often heard it aſſerted 
that petitions againſt taxes were not to be received, but that ob- 
Fctin would now come too late; the petition had been received, 


and the hearing of counſel naturally followed. | 


Mr. Bra ESsTOnD.— The honourable gentleman has ſaid that 
advertifements were iſſued, and every means taken to collect the 
ſenſe of the people; he ſays alſo, that the petition is ſubſcribed 
by feven thouſand houſe-keepers. Now, ſuppoſing, what I am 
- - fare the honourable gentleman believes to be the caſe, that theſe 
are the names of perfons really and boxa fide houſe-keepers, yet 
even ſo, they are very far from being a majority of the houſe- 
keepers of Dublin ; indeed but a ſmall part of them. But my 

Iinion is very different. I have heard the names of ſome of 
thoſe perſons read; perhaps they are very reſpectable, however l 
do not know one of them, and ain apt to think a great part of 
the lift conſiſts of perſons who are intereſted in our having no 
police at all. | 0 

The queſtion being put that the petitioners be heard at the bar 
by counſel, in fupport of the allegations of their petition, it pall- 
ed in the negative without a divifion. 1 


The Police-bill was then read a ſecond time. 


Mr. Mazxcvs BERESTORD roſe to ſtate the particular regula. 
tions. it contained. He ſaid he agreed with the petitioners that 
| the number of men at preſent employed by the police is totally in- 
fufficient to guard this extenſive metropolis, and he entertained 
doubts whether the addition intended by Government would 
be found equal to the taſſe. It was, he ſaid, the unenvion of 
Government to add to the preſent eſtabliſhment one hundred men; 
theſe were to be watehmen by day, at lower pay than that which 
is given to the night guards; and the intent ion was, that by this 
relief the poor men who at preſent are harraſſed almoſt to death, 
being on duty day and might, might have an opportunity of get» 
ting a little ſleep by day. 

It was further propoſed to reduee the forty petty conſtables, 
who are the horſemen of the police, to twenty; this would make 
z conſiderable ſaving in the expence of horſes, The pay allo of 
the horſemen was to be reduced from 30 to 20l. a year, The 

ſaring upon the whole would go a good way towards the ſupport 
of the additional hundred. It was further intended to appoint 
eight inſpectors to keep the men to their duty, and a perſon who 
ſhould onee in every month muſter and review them in the pre- 
ſenee of the lord mayor, therifts, and other city magiſtrates who 
were nat of the police, or ſuch of chem as ſhould think proper to 
attend, Jong: OF 
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There were ſome other regulations, ſach as obliging hawkers 
of trees and old clothes, and other things, who formerly took 
out licenſes from the commiſſioners of the revenue, but which 
licenſes were more an object of police, to prevent theft and fraud, 
than of revenue, now to take their licenſes from the commiſſio- 
ners of police ; alſo to oblige all perſons retailing ſpirits in the 
city, or within five miles thereof, to take out licenſes from the 
police a regulation which he feared would be more offenſive to 
the petitioners than any other; but upon the whole there was to 
be no new rate or tax laid upon the city. 

Goldimiths were to be exempted from the neceſſity of taking 
out a police licenſe in the firſt act they were included, by miſtake. 


Mr. Garxvines ſaid he was extremely anxious for the eſta- 
bliſhment of a good police, and perfectly a friend to the intention 
of the bill, but he wiſhed to inſpect the accounts of the police, to 
ſce if it were poſſible to exempt the Liberties from the tax, or even 
reduce it, the people being ſo extremely indigent that they were 
unable to pay it. 


He then moved, © that the proper officer do lay before the 


Houſe an account of all the receipts of the commiſſioners of the 


police ſince their inſtitution, and alſo of their expenditure, diſ- 


tinguiſhing the particulars,” 


Mr. HARTLE moved, hed the Tolle bil be committed for 
Saturday next. 


Mr. Manxcvs Biacurons faid that the circuits wel be be- 
gun by that time, and many of the lawyers would be gone out 
of town, He had fully explamed the mtended alteration ; every 
gentleman admitted the advantage and neceſſity of a well regulat- 


ed police; he could therefore fee no uſe in poſtponing the com- 
mittal of the bill. 


The queſtion being put on Mr. Hartley's motion, that the bill 
be committed for Saturday, it was negatived. 


Mr, HazTLEy then moved, that the bill be committed for 
Friday, which motion was likewiſe negatived. 


Mr. Mazcvs 1 then moved, that the bill be com- 
mitted for Tuefday, which paſſed in the affirmative, 


The Houfe then reſolved itfeH into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the bill © to enable all ecclefiaſtical perſons and bodies, 
rectors, vicars, curates, and impropriators, to recover a juſt com- 
penfation for the tithes withheld from them in the year 1787, in 
the ſeveral counties and counties of cities therein mentioned, and 
to explain and amend the act of laſt feffion for the lame purpoſes,” 
Mr. Maſon i in the chair, 
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Mr. Bach (of Oldtown) ſaid if the right honourable gen. 


tleman {the Secretary of State] who introduced the bill, 


would permit him to requeſt ſome explanation of it, particularly 
in what it differed from the bill of laſt ſeſſion, he would take it a; 
2a great favour. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he was extremely. ready to 
explain the bill. The principle was preciſely the fame with that 
of the act of laſt year, and it differed very little in its regulations. 
Doubts had ariſen, whether under the act of laſt year the clergy 
could recover compenſation within counties of cities lying within 
the counties at large, in the act deſcribed. In his opinion they 
could ; but to put it out of queſtion, the preſent bill particula- 
res ſuch counties of cities. There were beſides ſome new 
clauſes with reſpect to ſerving of notices; but whatever was new 
he would remark as the committee ſhould proceed through the 


Sir Lucius O' BRIEN defired to know whether there were 
not ſome clauſes which gave the claims of the clergy for tithe a 
preference over the right of the landlord to his rent? 


The SecrETaRY OF STATE replied, there was ſuch a clauſe, 
which was intended to operate againſt a claſs of people called 
middlemen, whoſe extortions had diſtreſſed the people of Munſter, 
and whoſe inſtigations had driven them into inſurrection. It is 
2 maxim with thoſe men never to ſet a leaſe, but to let out the 
ground to the poor people from year to year, and if, by any 
means, they can defraud the clergy, or cauſe their miſerable 
tenants to defraud them, they then immediately raiſe their rents 
in proportion ; ſo that were tithes to be aboliſhed, and the clergy 
paid in any other manner, it would only operate for the benefit 
of thoſe middlemen. Againſt this claſs then was it intended that 
the preference alluded to ſhould operate, for if the clergyman had 
not ſome ſuch preference the bill would be of little uſe. Suppoſe 
a clergyman to ſeize for five ſhillings, the cottager would be 
willing enough to pay it, did not the malignity of the middleman 
interfere, who, to prevent the clergyman having his juſt right, 
ſeizes for 51. and thus the wretched cottager is ruined, 


Mr. WILLI Branazoxn PoxsOoN Rx ſaid he thought that in 


protecting the clergy great care ought to be taken not to injure 


the conſtitution. He could not ſce why the trial by jury ſhould | 


be aboliſhed in their particular caſe. He did not wiſh to prevent 
the clergy from recovering their right—he wiſhed to aid them; 

but he would not have even a right recovered by oppreſſion ; the 
offence of combination ought to be proved, not taken for grant- 
ed; and when it ſhould appear that any oppreſſive or vexatious 
ſuit was inſtituted, the litigious perſon ſhould be puniſhed by ex- 


emplary coſts. 
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The SECRETARY OF STATE faid that having been called upon, 
he would, in a few words more, continue to explain the principle 
of the bill before the committee, which he truſted would be 
found ſo jult as to give general ſatisfaction. The principle was 
preciſely the ſame as that of the bill of lait ſeſſion to give the 
clergy a fair value for their tithes, upon an average, (after all 
deductions) of the three years immediately preceding the diſtur- 
bances-—It was not his intention, nor could a court under 
the bill decree any illegal charge of turf, or any other article not 


fairly tithable; it created no new right to the clergy, but gave 


a new and ſummary remedy to recover their old rights ; this it 
did at the ſmalleſt poſſible expence, as well for the eaſe of the 
farmer as thoſe perſons who were entitled to tithe. : 

A vaſt deal had been ſaid upon the ſubject of exorbitant tithes, 
He knew the honour and integrity of the right honourable gen- 
tleman who had brought forward that ſubject too well not to be 
certain that he was convinced of the truth of every thing he had 
laid before the Houſe, or it never would have fallen from him z 
but the right honourable gentleman” had been deceived, for upon 


an average of the tithes of the ſeveral dioceſes of Munſter, they 


bore no proportion to the right honourable gentleman's ſtatement, 
"Thoſe tithes he would ftate; and at the ſame time aſſure the 
honourable gentleman, that for thirty years they had not been 
raiſed. He then went through the average rates of a great num- 
ber of dioceſes, beginning with Cork and Roſs, where they ſtand 
thus by the Engliſh acre : 


Wheat - 48. 6d. | Oats * 3d. 
Potatoes - 6 7 1] Meadow —< 3. © 
Barley - 4-3 Flax - 1 


Thoſe charges he contraſted with the charges in England, 
where almoſt every article produced upon a farm is highly tithed; 
and having ſhewn the advantage in favour of the Iriſh farmer, he 
ſaid he wiſhed to impreſs upon the Houle the juſtice and neceſſity 
of maintaining the riglits of the clergy, whom he conſidered as 
an amiable and innocent claſs of men, libcral, humane and chari- 
table, but perſecuted and oppreſſed ; like the primitive Chriſtians 
under Nero, driven from their habitations and hunted as ſavage 


beaſts. 


Mr. Busns.—lI highly approve the principle of the bill. 
Nothing can be more reaſonable or fair than that innocent men 
ſhould not ſuffer by the ſeditious, or that turbulent men ſhould 
not benefit by their own violence ; I ſhall therefore not object to 
the bill's operating as to the county cf Kilkenny for another year, 
though in my opinion it is far from being neceffary there at this 
day. Sir, I think it incumbent upon me to ſay, that there is no 
part of England or Ireland in a more perfect ſtate of tranquillity 


than the county of Kilkenny now 1s, nay, even at the worlt of 
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times a great 3 that county was free from diſturbance; 
even then, men who paid 10s. an acre tithe of wheat took their 
firelocks upon their ſhoulders, and marched out to repel the inſur. 
gents; they were not however inſenſible of the exorbitance of 
ſuch a tithe ; they diſliked the exaction, but they abhorred in- 
ſurrection. They complained, indeed, that they were obliged 
to pay too much to a clergyman' whom they never ſaw ; but at 
the ſame time they armed in defence of the public peace, and were 
the only people who, unſupported by a military force, accepted 
the challenge of the Whiteboys, and drew out to meet them. 1 
do not therefore think it perfectly juſt that the county of Kil- 
kenny ſhould be included in this bill; however, as it is but for 
one year, 1 ſhall make no objection, but I think it ſhould lie upon 
the clergyman to ſhew that any bargain he may complain of was 
involuntary ; for it cannot be equitable, ſurely, when bargains 
are freely made, that their permanence ſhould depend on the ca- 
price of one of the partics. | 


Mr. GxatTaNn.—lI believe the Houſe will excuſe me if I trou- 
ble them with ſome obſervations on what has fallen from the riglit 
honourable gentleman. To whatever he aſſerts of his own know- 
ledge I give the moſt unbounded confidence, but to what he has 
received from others, I cannot pay the ſame regard; that at beſt 
ſtands only on the ſame ground with tlie informations I have re- 
| ceived, and which I have ſtated to the Houſe. Thus we have 
information againſt information, ailertiog- againſt aſfertion—l 
bonour and applaud the right honourable gentleman for the part 
he has taken in this buſineſs; it is what I expected from him; 
but I cannot therefore give up my own judgment, or ſhut my 
eyes to the facts that I have ſtated. The right honourable gen- 
tleman has ſtated the general average rates of ſeveral dioceſes — 
J have ſtated the particular rates exacted in the diſturbed pariſhes 
—the Houſe is to judge of the tubject ; and this every diffe- 
rence between the ſtatement of the right honourable gentleman 
and mine, proves the neccihty of going into the committer, where 
no member's report of the matter ſhould be taken, but where 
papers may be called for, and every fact verified upon the oaths 
of credible witneſſes. 

The right honourable gentleman has ſtated, that he has had 
informations from the beſt authority, from the biſhops themſelves, 
and he ftates an average. Now an average may be reaſonable, 
and in particular cafes very unreaſonable ; the moderation of one 
man may be ſect off againſt the rapacity of another, and in gene- 
ral accounts-cover his exaction ;—this is rewarding avarice and 
puniſhing Chriſtian liberality. I have not therefore gone upon 4 
general average, but on the exactions practiſed in particular pa- 
riſhes. The right honourable gentleman has tated, that tithes 
have not been raiſed in their value for the laſt twenty or thirty 


years in the dioceſes of Cork and Rofs., Now upon this point 
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alſo I am ready to join iſſue with him, and if 1 do not ſhew that 

in ſome of the moſt moderate pariſhes they have riſen from four aud 

five ſhillings, for wheat and potatoes, to ſeven and eight ſhillings 
within the laſt thirty years, I will give up the queftion for ever. 

] defire the right honourable 3 to meet me, and reſt it 

on that ſingle point. | ; 

The right honourable gentleman has ftated to you an average 
of the titkes of Cloyne. Sir, I am ready to ſhew you a pariſh 
in that dioceſe where wheat pays 16s.—potatoes 16s.—barley 
96. 9gd.—oats 88,—and meadow 6s. 6d.— This, Sir, will be 
proved on the afidavits of the men who pay it, and ſupported by 
their receipts. This, Sir, ts the return of the officer who tried 
the ſuits in Cork ; and theſe are Engliſh acres. If then there be 
any thing like moderation in the —_— tithe of that dioceſe, 
how very low indeed muſt the charge of ſome parſons be to admit 
of this exorbitance! It muſt appear that in ſome pariſhes the 
parſon extorts unreaſonable tithes, in others he loſes his right ; 
and therefore the ueceſſity of an enquiry. : 

The right honourable gentleman has adduced an example from 
England, to prove the moderation of the charge for tithes in Ire- 
land, but the fact is, that England pays much leſs in tithes upon 
the whole, though an opulent country, than Ireland pays, poor as 
ſhe is. I have the very beſt authority for ſaying, that the rate 
of tithes in the county of Cheſter is eight ſhillings an acre leſs 
than the rate of the dioceſe of Cloyne, whilſt the huſbandry of 
the county of Chelter 1s eight ſhillings better ; how then ſtands 
the proportion of the tithes of England to the wealth of England, 
and how ftands the proportion of the tithes in Ireland to the 
wealth of Ireland ? © | ü 

Sir, I underſtand that in a great number of caſes, the tithes 
have been fairly ſet out in the fields, and due notice given by the 


3 


; farmers : I underſtand theſe tithes are now periſhing and rotting, 

. becauſe the parſon will not draw them. If this be the caſe, 

\ « would you give the parſon a power to compel farmers to pay for 

: thoſe tithes which have j--rithed through the parſon's obſtinacy ? 
e would you let him tax the farmers double in a tax already exor- 

$ bitant ? would you let the farmer firſt loſe his grain and after his 

money? Sir, there are ſome caſes which I mentioned the other 

4 night, in which the farmer actually offered to leave the tithes in ; 
5, _ parſons bara ; will you puniſh the perſons who made ſuch as 

ey G e ; | | | 

ie I do not like the principle of depriving the farmer of his trial 

e- by jury, and giving the parſon a rapid aud powerful remedy againſt 

d beggars; it may force emigrants, and certainly will make the 

4 parſon odious to the pariſh, Are the people ſolvent ? Can the 

a- parſon do any thing more than ſend them to gaol ? I declare for 

es once, that I would rather pay the clergyman his loſs out of the 
ty public coffer, and regulate the future, thay again revive the mi- 


int ſeries of the people. 


256 PARLIAMENTARY Ts 16, 


Here Mr. Grattan ſtated a number of caſes of the utmoſt ex- 
orbitancy in rating tithe, particularly ſome decreed in the court 
of Caſhel, where four acres and a half of potatoes were charged 
Fl. 6s. 3d. and the charge decreed with about a guinea coſts; two 
acres and a half of flax, the prime of our ſtaple manufacture, 
for the raiſing which the late gives bounties yearly, 31. 4s. ten 
acres of meadow Gl. 16s.—Theſe charges were decreed, as was 
21. 16s. 6d. for one acre of potatoes, it having been {worn in 
court that the ſaid acre produced 69 barrels of potatoes, valued at 
gs. 9d. the barrel; this in the year 1783, the famine price, but 
the calculation of abundance. | 

If theſe facts, he ſaid, could be explained, he was ſure they 
could not be juſtified, The Whiteboys were certainly outrageous, 
but though he condemned their meetings, he would not counte- 
nance extortion ; he would hang them if rebellious, but he would 
not rob them. 


The SecrETARY OF STATE ſaid he could fully refute the 
allegations concerning exorbitant tithes. He ſaid that in the 
particular inſtance ſtated to have been decreed in the court of 
Caſhel, that the perſon proving the value of the tithes was oblig- 
ed, upon his oath, to ſtate the juſt value ; that the court, in like 
manner, was bound to decree the fame, but that the parſon to 
whom they were decreed would very willingly have taken one- 
third of the value. | 

He faid he truſted that the whole tenor of his life had mani- 
ſeſted the high venetation and reſpe& in which he held that ſacred 
pillar of the conſtitution, the trial by jury ; but that mode of 
trial was inapplicable to the preſent caſe, where perhaps there 
might be ready for trial in one day five hundred caſes, ſeveral of 
them perhaps not amounting to more than a few ſhillings. 

As to proving the combinations in a country where all were 
combinators, the thing was impoſſible ; who, at the certain loſs 
of life and property, would venture tu appear as an approver? 
The law therefore ſuppoſes the combination, and; not without 
ſufficient evidence; for if no combination or diſturbance has 


exiſted, why was an army and a train of artillery ſent down to 


Munſter to eſtabliſh the public peace, and protect the perſons and 
properties of innocent and worthy men? | 


Mr. SrckrTARY Hamilton ſaid however juſtly the exaQions 
of intermediate landlords, and the preffure of high rack rents, 
might be aſſigned as cauſes of the diſturbances, in his opinion it 
was plain that the conduct of the clergy had been dignified by 
forbearance and moderation—but what return had they met? 
Men of the moſt amiable characters beſet in their Houſes at 
night by armed ruffians, driven cut naked under the inclemency 
of the weather, and forced to wander in melancholy exile, not 
daring to return to their habitations. Surely if compaſſion was 
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any where due, it was to thoſe oppreſſed men; the humanity of 


the Houſe was called upon to protect them, and its juſtice to 
vindicate the inſulted laws of the country. 


Mr. Browne (of the College) ſaid the objections to a Com- 
penſation-bill mult be either, that the clergy did nor want it, or 
that they did not deſerve it—As to the firſt, the violence and 
filent combination which ſtill exifted in the South (which had 
effectually deprived the clergy of Munſter of their incomes laſt 
year, and reduced them to the greateſt diſtreſs) were notorious 
to every. one—As to the latter, viz. their deſerts, much had 
been ſaid on a former occaſion, which he hoped it was allowable 
to anſwer now, as this was, in fact, a continuation of the former 
debate, as far as the conduct of the clergy was concerned. 

He ſaid the ſtatement made of the rates -demanded for tithes 
in Munſter Was, to his knowledge, as to a great part of the pro- 
vince, founded on miünformation. He ſpoke confidently, as 
being acquainted in one great dioceſe with much the greater part 
of the beneficed clecgy, and knowing their fituation and conduct; 
and in another large dioceſe he was one of thoſe dreadful monſters 
that had been deſcribed, who eat up whole villages at a time —a 
Vicar General be had beſides been employed as counſel in moſt 
of the compenſation ſuits brought under this act in the county 
Cork, and therefore muſt know the ratage of tithe tolerably well; 
and he did aver, that the higheſt rate ever demanded by a clergy- 
man in that part of the world, for the tithe of the beſt crop, was 
much below the rates returned to the right honourable gentleman. 
He ſpoke of the uſual demand of clergymen in general, not 
denying but there might have been ſome particular inftances, ſuch 
as (tated on a former night; but ſurely a fair concluſion could 
only be deduced from the general uſage, and not from a particu- 
lar inſtance ;, and even in that particular caſe what extortion was 
there to be found ? 16s. per acre was ſaid to have been charged 
for potatoes, i. e. per the plantation acre; 16s. for wheat per 
ditto; 8s. for oats the plantation acre; 9s. for barley the plantation 


; acre, and fo on. Theſe mult have been crops of the beſt kind, 


and every one knows a very good crop is moderately eſtimated 
from 151. to 20l. the plantation acre of potatoes—a very good 
plantation acre of wheat may be worth 121.—of barley 8].—of 
oats 5l.—theſe are certainly good crops ; but probably where the 
tithe was ſo high the crops were very extraordinary, and worth 
more than above ſtated, or perhaps the obſtinate ſubtraction of 
the tithe had driven the parton to his ſuit, where the court was 


obliged to decree the real value, which was Mrs. Strang's caſe, 


and the clergyman after wards forgave her two-thirds ; ſo that in 
theſe caſes the tithe charged was nothing like the real value, 
But the ordinary caſe was this : the clergyman bad three prices, 
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according to the value of the crop, and theſe ware uſually at the 
following rate, reckoning by the Engliſh acre. 


| beſt crop. middling. | worſt. 
Potatoes, 8 or 99. | 7 or 6s. 5 or 48. 
Wheat, 63. 5s. 48s. or leſs. 
Barley, 3 458. 38. or under. 
Oats, WT: 28. 18. 6d. 
eadow, 38. „ , .. 


Theſe were the moſt common rates in the dioceſes of Cork 


and Cloyne ; and he appealed to the gentlemen in the Houſe, 
whether the uſual rates in the country about them, exceeded thoſe 
ſpecihed ? From fifty caſes returned by the compenſation referee, 
one, perhaps, had been culled which contradicted this ſtatement, 
and that was with great induſtry culled out as if it proved a 
ſyſtem. _ 8 | 
Much had been ſaid of the tate of the peaſantry. He begged 
leave to ſay ſomething of the ftate of the clergy. Robbed of 
agiſtment, by affidavit, the very way lately propoſed to try their 
merits, and by which, conſcious as he was of their innocence, he 
ſnould not be at all ſurpriſed if the activity and perjury of their 
enemies had made them appear guilty, if a committee had taken 
'piace—robbed of agiſtment, deprived of their ſmall dues, driven 
in moſt parts of Ircland to relinquiſh many ſpecies of tithe, to 
which by law they were entitled, they retired almoſt within the 


confines of the tillage field—there, they knew too well the tem 


per of the times and the decay of religion to infilt on their rights, 
as well as the difficulty of drawing. They were content, on an 
average, with a fourth-part of their legal claim. They had not 
increaſed tlieir rates for thirty years. He ſpoke from knowledge, 
having in many cafes ſcen the books of their predeceſſors; as to 
theirs, the rates were generally diminiſhed, In this ſtate of 
things, in a ſcaſon of the greatelt plenty, an outcry aroſe—the 
people refufed to give more than half the payment accuſtomed 
for many years.—No famine, no additional demand, yet nothing 
was to be given but White-boy prices. The diſtreſſed parſon 
ſometimes was driven to accept, then they would give him nothing 
at all. This ſhewed their aim was not at reduction, but at abo- 
lition; the clergyman was not to employ a proctor, but to take 
the tithe according to the valuation of the landholder; if he did, 
the proctor was bribed or intimidated. He was then driven to 
farm his tithe at a very great loſs to himſelf ; this too was imputed 
to him a crime. It had been ſaid, a pariſh which paid a tithe- 
tarmer 800l. a year, did moſt gladly agree to pay the parſon 600!. 
per annum. It was therefore evident that nothing but the fraud 


of the pariſhioners, could have driven him to leaſe his tithe, If 
they ſucd in the ſpiritnal court for ſubtraction, it was objected 


that the proctor was no accurate judge of value or quantity; 
trough every man acquainted with tillage can ealily ellimate with 
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his eye, and walking over the ground, that the charges were 
always too low to make any miſtake dangerous. If he ſent a 
perſon to ſurvey, lie would be accuſed of avarice, and the gen 
+ tlemen of the country would not endure the preſumption, as they 

would call it. 5 

He ſaid the clergy had lately endured many ſufferings; and in 
many inſtances they were reduced to a fourth of their old incomes, 
and ſought to exchange at any lofs, and found themſelves and 
families in the greateſt diſtreſs by debts they had incurred on the 
proſpect of their uſual incomes. Such men, he ſaid, knew he 
compared the kindneſs profeſſed to them by their opponents, to 
the ſpeech of the executioners to Don Carlos, Prince of Spain, 
when they went to ftrangle him. We aſſure your Royal 
Highneſs it will be very much for your good.” | 

It had been ſaid fome perſons gave fair notice to draw, and 
offered to dra'y the tithe heme themſelves. On the face of it, it 
ruſt be a trick, for it never could be any man's advantage to 
give the tithe in kind, as no one pretended to ſay the parſon ever 
demanded the full value; very high prices of tithe had been ſtated, 
but it was not ſaid they were above the real value in theſe parti- 
cular caſes. But ſuppoſe they were drawn home, that he would 
not loſe in the carriage, mult depend on the good faith of the 
payer of tithe. Who would thraſo, ſtack it, &c. not a man in 
the country—all ſworn. If one or two men gave notice to draw, 
it would be hard to deprive them of their legal remedy, but if a 
whole pariſh did it, it was evidently a combination, and ought to 
be treated as ſuch. ; 

He ſaid the Eccleſiaſtical Courts were ſaid to be party courts ; 
would the law courts be leſs ſo ? Had the clergy much reaſon to 
expect juſtice from juries compoſed of the payers of tithe, if we 


) may judge from the perſecution raiſed againſt them of late? The 
f coſts in Eccleſiaſtical Courts were talked of; they never could 
: exceed 11. 68. Sd. often were leſs, according to the circumſtances 
] of the caſes The clergy were accuſed of oppreſſion: Was 
y there any benefit of clergy which ſcreened them from the weight 
n of damages? Did not the total dereliction of legal remedy and 
g the recourſe to open violence prove their innocence more than a 
)- thouſand facts? I wiſh to Heaven, ſaid he, that gentlemen had 
0 ſeen as much as I have of the ſtate of theſe fancied oppreſſors, 
5 labouring through life, with little to enjoy and nothing to ſpare, 
0 at length arrived at ſomething like competency to ſupport exten- 
d live families; if they had ſeen them as I have done, with ruin- 
e- ed hopes and broken hearts, deſpondeney fitting amidſt the blaſt- 
l. ed comforts of declining life. Is all your pity confined to the 
ad peaſant, Suſpected pity ! whoſe handmaid is intereſt, and which 
If extends not to your brothers—your friends—your immediate 


ed blood they call not only on your pity, but on your faith. They 
Y3 embraced a profeſſion on the public faith—plighted by you 
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plighted by the conſtitution—plighted by the Monarch's oath, 


You enticed them to purchaſe education, and with it keener ſen- 
ſibility, nicer feeling of mental pain, afpiring thoughts, and cle. 
gant deſires, which now but ſerve to ſharpeñ the ſtings of diſap- 
pointment. They call on you to fulfil the hopes with which you 
taught them to inſpire their children, and to reſcue them from vio- 
lence, from pettitogging tricks, from calumny and malediction. 
Theſe are their evits in old age, when the ſpring of action is gone 
down, and they expected eaſe and comfort to glad their declining 
day; like the wearied mariner coming into.port, and finding the 
enemy's flag waving on the battlements. | 


He ſaid the real cauſe of opprefſion was the land-jobber or 


middleman ; he having racked the tenant to the utmoſt, knew 
not how to eticreafe his rent but by robbing the parſon. He 
teaches the fooliſh peaſant to curſe the parſon for the weight of 
his ſpade and the ſcantineſs of his meat, though he has only to 
lift up his eyes to his tithe-free neighbour, and ſee him labouring 


under an equ:y! want of comfort, an heavier load of rent. The 


rent of land tithe-free is always much higher than of other land; 
it follows plainly that not a holder in Ireland would be advan- 
taged by the; abolition of tithe to-morrew. The friends of 
humanity, theſe deliverers of the peaſantry, would raiſe a ſtruc- 
ture of increaſed rent, whoſe baſis would be curſes and execration. 

He lamented that the rights of the clergy had been treated 
with ſo much levity; they were not now ſapported- upon divine 
origin, they ſtood upon the laws, the conſtitution, the articles 
of union, tne King's coronation oath ; im times when religion 
was young and Jouriſhing, they might have been donations; 
now, that ſupport wonld not do in depraved times, and they 
were become property, was it ſafe to ſport with property! 
Rights admit not of degrees, degrees of importance. they 
may have, degrees of ſanity they cannot have; the rights 
of the clergy, ſaid he, are ſacred as thoſe of the laity, 
both much founded in public opinion, much / reſting om popular 
reverence; if the common baſe melts away both ſtructures will 
totter; ſport with the rights of others, if the moment of your 
{port be not death to your own lights; is it policy to teach the 
mob all tliis ſubtle logic, to make your peaſants. logicians, and 
your ploughmen philoſophers? See to what fpecies. of mental 
knight errantry this may not lead.—But it may be ſaid, the 
clergy do not reſide to do their duty. This is not true; nou- 
reſidence in Munſter is very rare; breach or neglect of duty 
may be punithed by the law; but do you do your duty? 
Have you no duty to your country, to your friends, 
to yourſelves ? Do you do your duty ?—The clergy have too 
much, Did ter never hear of Agrarian laws? Do you think it 
is eaſy to perſuade the famiſhed beggar that it is right for one 
man to have ten thouſand a year, aid another nothing? You 


open the way for every novelty which the fertile mind of man 
can breed. | 
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I am not fanciful in this, the thing has happened in the laſt 
age, in your own country, The right honourable gentleman 1s 
not the firſt Sampſon who has pulled down the pillars of the tem- 
ple and periſhed in the ruins ; they altered the church, they then 
found it neceſſary to alter this Houſe, to alter the monarchy and 
the conſtitution, and at laſt, which might come more home to 
the feelings of gentlemen, they found it was wicked for the 
Lord's people to pay rent—Take care, ſays an ancient author, 


how you pull down old fabricks, left the duſt put out your eyes, 


whoſe Lyncean opticks would be able to pervade the fog which 
might be raiſed around us; who would undertake to ſay to the 
mob, „thus far ſhall ye go, and yo further ?? Who thinks 
he can ſooth Bedlam into peace, deſerves a cell for his pains, 
Remember the Italian epitaph, 


Stavo beno, flavo megliore, ſto qui. 
I was evell, I would be better, 0. J am. 


After all I have to fear that any ſplendid novelty will ſpread | 
ruin over this ſacred ground; while the reign of reaſon and good 
ſenſe continues; while religion lives, or even morality ; while 


the memory of the revolution banner lives; the Proteſtant reli- 


* 


gion and the liberties of Ireland; ſo long will the church flourith 
in immortal youth; retaining the Athenian motto, © dipping 
but not ſinking,” Nicely interwoven in your conſtitution, cloſely 
connected with your monarchy you cannot fink it; if it merged 
in the rage of the people it would riſe again in the dignity of this 
Houſe ; if it fell here it would ſhelter itſelf under the wings of 
the peerage ; if they refuſed it protection, it would hang to the 
title of the Crown, ſtable as the Throne itſelf. | 
When I conſider the magnitude of the ſubje& and its native 


ſtrength, I am almoſt aſhamed to think I have preſumed to come 


forward as its defender; and my only apology muſt be, that bred 
in the ſeminary that feeds thoſe holy fires, bound to protect its 


rights, I come forward to fight its battles almoſt from the foot of 
the altar. 5 | 


Mr. FiTzHERBERT ſaid it appeared to him that the preſent 
bill was abſolutely neceſſary to carry into effect the intention of 
the former Compenſation- act; the object of that act was to re- 
lieve from oppreſſion a reſpectable body of our fellow citizens, 
who had thrown themſelves upon the protection of Parliament, 
and he was convinced Parliament never would refuſe that protec- 
tion to which every deſcription of dutiful ſubjects had an un- 
doubted claim; but in reading the hill it had ſtruck him, that it 
might be poſſible to diſcriminate between contracts forced upon 
the clergy by deſigning men, and thoſe which were fair and 
legal. That he had mentioned this to the right honourable mover 
of the bill, and it was his intention to prepare a clauſe to that 
effect, which he hoped would give general ſatisfaction. 
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Mr. HAvxs (of Avondale) ſaid he begged leave, before the 


queſtion was put on the paragraph, to ſtate a few objections, 
though at the {ame time, from his reipe& for the church, and 
his pinion of the abilities and good intentions of the right 
honourable gentleman who brought in the bul, he would move 
no am-ndment to retard its progrets in the ſtage it then was. He 
would ſimply ftate what he thought had not ſufficiently been at- 
tended to by the right honourable moyer. His objection was, in 
a great mealure, founded on his giving an unqualihed compenſa— 
tion to all ranks and. conditions of men any way connected with 
tithes, without the leaſt diſcrimination between the lay impro- 
priator and the otfciating clergy z- between thoſe who neglected 
their duty and thoſe conſtantly employed in the performance of 
every office which can dignify human nature, He allowed that 
what the right honourable gentleman had ſtated in the courſe of 
the debate, removed, in ſome meaſure, his objection as to one 
point; he could not be ſurprized, after the picture given of tlie 
treatment of ſome reſpectable characters in the South, that he 
had introduced a clauſe to the priuciple of which he mult furely 
be a friend, as no man knew better than the right honourable 
mover, that a itipulation of reſidence has accompanied every act 
for the ſecuyty of tithes or augmentation of ſalary to the clergy, 
irom the 36th Henry VI. through ſeveral ſucceeding reigns, and 
at four different periods, from the iſt to the 3 1ſt of Geo. II. 
He owned, he ſaid, that whenever it was practicable, he would 
wiſh to ſee ſome fuch regulation obſerved ; it gave the people in 
ſome meaſure an equivalent for what they paid He ſaid he 
could not but be a friend to the refidence of the clergy, convinced 
as he was of its great effe& on the morals and the manners of the 
people. In the part of the kingdom he was beſt acquainted with, a 
diſpute for tithe was unknown, and a non-reſident beneficed cler- 
gyman equally unheard of Every meaſure to ſecure the rights of 
the clergy, if not connected with the happineſs of the pariſhioners 
and peace of the country, is but a temporary expedient at bel. 
At this time, however, be would make no motion by way of 
amendment, in a matter of ſo delicate a nature; he wiſhed for 
the preſent only to recommend, not enforce ; and though he was 
ſenſible regulations in the church had frequently been made by the 
authority of that Houſe, he thought it might come with equal 
force, and ſuit the nature of the ſubje& better, if it ſhould be 
taken up by that. learned and exemplary body who compoſe the 
right reverend bench. Let it come through what channel it 
might, he hoped to ſee at a future time ſuch regulations adopted, 
as might enfure reſidence for a certain time in all pariſhes—a 
diviſion of ſuch umions or pariſhes as are too thickly inhabited, 
or of too great extent to be properly attended to by their preſent 
ſtate, and a better proviſion made for the inferior order of the 
clergy. He would venture to afſert, ſuch regulation would be 
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attended with the greateſt advantage to the peace and good order 
of the kingdom ; and that ſuch a reſidence, accompanied, as it 
certainly muſt be, by acts of humanity and benevolence, when 
we conſidered the education, the character and rank of the clergy, 
could not fail in time of producing every effe their warmelt 
advocates could wiſh for ; they would receive their tithes and dues 
not only under the ſanction of the law, but as the free-will offer- 
ing of their aileCtionate pariſhioners. | 


Moxpay, FrBRUARY 18, 1788. 


Mr. CaagLes O'Neal preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for the amendment of the law in certain particulars 
therein mentioned; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Taxven moved © that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe, an account of the number of perſons buried within the 
pariſhes and liberties of Dublin reſpectively, between the iſt of 
January, 1783, and the 1ſt of January, 1788, diftinguiſhing each 
year; and alſo diftinguiſhing the number buried within the chur- 
ches, and the number buried in church yards and other burial 
grounds; and alſo an aceount of the amount of the fees paid, and 
to whom paid, upon fuch burials, or for permiſſion to erect tomb- 
ſtones, &c. in the ſaid pariſhes reſpectively.“ | 

He ſaid his object in calling for the account of the number of 
perſons buried, was to ſhew the ill conſequences that may pro- 
bably follow from permitting perſons to be buried within the 
city. And now, before he ſat down, he would give notice, that 
in the progreſs of the Police-bill he ſhould move two reſolutions, 
one was to prevent clerks to the Diviſional Juſtices from acting 
as attornies; and the other was, that the tax of 108. a year on all 
ſedan chairs, and which had been formerly appropriated to the 


Foundling Hoſpital, and lately transferred to the Commiſſioners 


of Police, which was exaggerated to amount to the ſum of 500l. 
yearly, but which ſcarcely exceeded 1251. per annum, ſhould be 
applied in aid to the funds of the Lying-in-Hoſpital, which at 
preſent ſtood very much in need of aſſiſtance. He obſerved, that 
if he was baffled when the bill would be in committee, he ſhould 
propoſe his reſolutions on the report of the bill, and if his endea- 
vours to ſucceed ſhould fail in the Houſe, he would, through the 
medium of ſome noble perſonage, follow it in the next. * 


Mr. Bzowne (of the College) moved * that the proper of- 
ficer do lay before the Houſe an account of the names and num- 
ber of ſuch perſons as have been indicted at the ſeveral commiſ- 
ſions of oyer and terminer and goal delivery, and at the ſeveral 


quarter ſeſſions held in and for the city and county of Dublin, for 
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crimes and miſdemeanors committed within the diſtrict of the 
circular road, from December the 1ſt, 1785, to December the 
iſt, 1786; and from December-the iſt, 1786, to December the 


1it, 1787, diſtinguiſting each year reſpectively, and diſtinguiſn- 


ing thoſe who were found gwlty.” 

He ſaid that his reaſon for calling for theſe returns was, that 
a very confiderable.expence had accrued from defending police men 
who were indicted for ſeveral crimes, and that this expence ulti- 
mately fell upon the citizens of Dublin, and from the infor ma. 
tion of ſeveral very reſpectable perſons, the police were generally 


the aggreſſors ofthe law. a 


% 


Mr, Sneswa preſented to the Houſe, according to crder, 
A bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better 
payment of the army and their quarters within this kingdom; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelfa to a committee of the whole Houſe 
on the Compenſation- bill, Mr, Maſon in the chair. N 


The SECRETARY OF STATE propoſed a clauſe to the following 
effect: That in all caſes where the farmer ſhould bave jullly 
and honeſtly ſet out the fair and legal tithe to which in law and 
conſcience the parſon was entitled, where he ſhould kave given 
the proper notice, and where no eombination ſhouldexilt to deter 
or intimidate the parſon from drawing his tithes, that in ſuch 
caſes the parſon neglecting or refufiag ſo to draw, ſhould have no 
remedy under this act.“ 


Mr. Curran ſaid fo much had already paſſed upon the ſubjcR, 
that he was determined to be extremely ſhort in what he would 
now offer to the committee. The queſtion induced by the clauſe 
Juſt read was, whether the committee were determined to. take 
trom the farmers the common law right they now poſſeſs, of ſetting 
out. their tithe, and allow the parſons, whenever through caprice 
or any other motive he chuſes, to refuſe them this right. Ik this 
was the intention of the committee, the clauſe would moſt com- 
pleatly effe& it, but if the committee ſhould be of opinion that 
to ſecure the rights of the church, the rights of the people ought 
not to he taken away, then they would reje& this clauſe. We 
are now, ſaid he, deviſing a law to puniſh the guilty, but I ap- 
prehend there is no law, human or divine, that puniſhes the in- 
nocent for the faults of the guilty, as this clauſe certainly will do 


if admitted into the bill; for the age in which we live, is not ſo 
immaculate, but we might find men who under this law, would 
take advantage of the ſituation in which you are going to put the 
landholder. The clauſe requires that the tithes ſhall be ſet out 
Juſlly, and fairly, and honeſily, and that there ſball be no combination 
to deter the parfon from drawing ; what is this but to oblige the 


; \ 
1788.) W235 4A TH. 265 


farmer to prove a number of negatives? Is there, any natural rule 
of juſtice in this? A parſon brings his bill againſt a farmer, the 
farmer proves that he has legally and fairly ſet out his tithes ; 
this is very well, but ſays the judge under this act of parliament, 
J mult decree egainſt you, - unleſs you actually prove that there 
was no combination exiſtiag in the pariſh when you ſet them out, 
and that the parſon was not unlawfully intimidated from drawing 
them !-—Good God! is this conſonant to the conſtitution, which 
deems every man innocent till he be proved guilty ? You may ſet 
up an Inquiſition to make law ſo hateful, that people (hall fly from 
its tyranny, you may force them by pains and penalties to emi- 

te to foreign lands, happy to withdraw their necks from the 
ſharp edge of thoſe ſtatutes which they cannot otherwiſe eſcape ; 


you may make the legiſlature odious, and cauſe legiſlation to be 


abhorred; but to what good will this conduce ? Were it not better, 
if you will take an indifcriminate vengeance, to ſead out armies 
and let them be glutted with ſlaughter, if the poor ſurvivors ſhall 
enjoy their liberty, rather than let Iriſhmen walk about with thoſe 
laws hanging over their heads? I am athamed, Sir, to fee ſuch a 
clauſe brought into an Iriſh Houſe of Commons. Sir, I reſpect 
the church perhaps more than thoſe men who make ſuch an out- 
cry about its rights, bat I reſpect the conſtitution more, and 
th-refore I am aſhamed to ſee the conſtitution overthrown, from 
a pretended regard to the church, 

Suppoſe, Sir, I am cited before one of my learned brethren, 
on a ſuit inſtituted under this bill, I ſhew to the ſatisfaction of 
the court, that I have giyen due notice, legally ſet out my .ithes, 
and invited the parſon to draw them away, which he has refuſed 
to do; ſo far very well; but the judge tells me, Sir, this is not 
enough, you muſt ſhew that you are not in any unlawful combi- 
nation, that there is no combination in the pariſh ; nay more, 
that the parſon is not intimidated by any apprehenſion of danger 
from drawing them. Sir, the conſtitution ſays that if a man be 
accuſed of robbery, of high treaſon, of murder, he ſhall be preſum- 
ed innocent till he is proved guilty ; but this clauſe ſays, you 
ſhall be ſuppoſed guilty, till you prove not only your own inno- 
cence, but the.innocence of all your neighbours. Sir, I ſay this 
is a law of tyranny and oppreſſion ; the wretches againſt whom 
it is intended cannot come to your bar, and ſhew their nakedneſs, 
their wretchedneſs and poverty ; you will not hear them, but 
condemn, them unheard, in a clauſe, which is an outrage on that 
act; which is itſelf an outrage on the conſtitution. 


Mr. Serjeant Tor RR ſaid he roſe to thank the right honou- 
rable gentleman who brought in the bill, for the regard which 
he had ſhewn to the rights of the conſtitution, while he was en- 
gaged in the no leſs honourable taſk of maintaining the rights of 
ihe church, He was extremely ſurprized at what the laſt honou- 
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rable gentleman had advanced; he was certain, he would rif 
his reputation upon ſuch ſort of argument in a court of juſtice, 
for he well knew, that under the clauſe, no man would be oblig. 
ed to prove any negative; all that was neceſſary for him to prove, 
was the fair and honeſt ſetting out of his tithes, and if the parſon 
went farther, it lay upon him to ſhew combination, or ſuſficicnt 
cauſe to deter him from drawing. | | 


The Sorictrox GrNEXAI.— After what has been ſaid, and 


by ſuch authority, I find myſelf called upon to ſay a word re- 


ſpecting this bill, though from the fatigue the Houſe has endur- 
ed upon this ſubject, I was determined not to give them a mo- 
ment's trouble. 

Vou are told that this clauſe now under conſideration, is an 
outrage upon the conſtitution ; you are told of an inquiſition of 
dragging men to puniſhment ; you are adviſed rather to ſend an 
army to maſſacre men, than to deprive them of their conſtitutional 
rights, and keep the terrors of this terrible law hanging over 
them ; and finally, Parliament is cenſured in terms not extremely 
delicate, if they attempt to paſs this clauſe. - Now, in my mind, 


'there is not in the whole bill a clauſe of greater mildneſs, one 


more perfectly harmleſs, or more conſonant to the principles of 


- 


common equity, than that which the honourable gentleman has 


undertaken to reprobate. . | 

What is the hiſtory of the bill? In 1786 and 1587, the cler. 
gy not being able, from the combinations which then exiſted, to 
get their tithes in the uſual way, were forced to enter into very 
unreaſonable contracts with their pariſhioners ; thoſe the bill 
makes void, and points out a certain made by which the tithes of 
1786 and 1787 may be recovered. A right honourable geatle- 
man, to whom this country owes much, who is always alive to the 
conftitution, and whole opinion has great weight in this Houſe, 
thought he perceived miſchief in the bill; he thought it invaded 
a common Jlaw-right, aud he propoſed an adjournment, that, an 
opportunity might be had of framing a clauſe to obviate the ia- 
conyeniencies he thought he had diſcovered, The right honoura- 
ble gentleman who introduced the bill framed this clauſe to re- 


move every doubt; and the clauſe is now called a violation of 
natural julticez an, outrage upon a bill that is itſelf an outrage 


upon the conſtitution : That neither one or other yiolates the 


| conſtitution, will not be hard to ſhew. 


We will ſuppoſe a caſe where the clergyman ſues one of his 


- pariſhioners under this bill ; if the farmer can ſhew that he has 


fairly and honeſtly ſet out his tithe after due notice given, the 


judge mult decree in his favour, unleſs the parſon can prove ſome- 


what or other that will undo that evidence: Now, where is the 
tyranny and oppreſſion in all this? Is it not the practice in all 


_ courts of equity at this very moment? Yet this is the clauſe that 


is to overtkrow the conſtitution, that is to ſtamp the legiſlature 
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with. diſgrace, that is to be carried to the South, and rouſe that 
province to arms ! 


f Sir, while I talk of this ſtile of arguing with deriſion, I profeſs 
? that I love the law, that I love the conſtitution as much as any 
t man that hears me; I love the people too; Sir, they are my 
fellow ſubjects, they are my feilow creatures; I am, and ever 
ſhall be, ſo far as my ability goes, ready to help and ſerve them; 

| but I will not minitter to their follies, or miſlead their ignorance. 
. In the laſt ſeſſion we paſſed a law which has been found to pro- 
- duce a good eſiect; the ſpirit of ſedition is almoſt laid. 1 ſhould 


rejoice to ſee that that law ſhould no longer be found neceſſary; 

- mildneſs, I hope, will produce that effect, and [ truſt that we 

; ſhall never again ſee a nęceſſity for theſe oecaſionaal acts. of Par- 

f liament, for it is my with to ſee the people governed by mild and 
i equal laws. 

l I formerly gave an account to the Houſe of what I had been 


r able to obſerve, in a ſtation where I happened to be placed, of 
7 the cauſes of the inſurrections; I did then, and do till think, 
5 that the clergy. were mild and moderate; I reſided for eight 
e weeks in the moſt diſturbed part of the country, I kept my door 
f open for every madman, every violent man, every fooliſh man 


$ that choſe to come to me; I heard all their complaints and all 
their ſtories, and do declare thatfrom all I could hear, even from 
their molt furious oppoſers, there was no cauſe of complaint of 
the clergy, taking them as a body. There are, no doubt amongſt 
them, as in all large bodies, unreaſonable men, avaricious men, 
and ſordid men, but their number is very ſmall. 

I would not, at the ſame time that I am an advocate for 
peace, be thought a friend to exaction. I have heard ſome 
ſtatements made in this committee which I think are highly im- 
proper, highly reprehenſible; but I am certain what has paſſed 
will have the very beſt effect, for when the clergy and the laity 
ſce, that the Parliament are refined to do equal juſtice, I truſt 
we ſhall never more hear of theſe diſgraceful contentions. 

I am convinced that a right hon. gentleman oppoſes this bill 
. upon the pureſt principles, but I beſeech him not to countenance, 
; by his powerful name, the hopes of ſeditious men; the country 

has ſeen him undertake the moſt difficult, and what were then 
thought the moſt hopeleſs cauſes ; they hate ſeen him with a 
magnanimity and perſeverance only to be matched by his exalted 

abilities, canquer every difficulty, and bring his country to a 
ſituation of ſecurity through obſtacles deemed inſurmountable, 
It is known that he never failed in any object he ever undertook 3 ; 

what pity then would it be, ſhould he adhere to this, in which Ko 

cannot ſucceed without doing a miſchief that would ſhake that 
35 conſtitution which he has eſtabliſhed ? Let him leave the conduct 
of the clergy to the right rev. bench; if any (as ſome few I 
confeſs there are) have erred, they will find monitors there, I 


ES. EE dt. . ß conn ft. SRO. HT. 


268 PARLIAMENTARY Frs. rg, 


traſt that right rev. bench will at their viſitations expreſs their 
ſentiments upon this ſubject; I truſt we ſhall ſee them cnculateg 
in paſtoral letters, and that every means will be taken to promote 
reſidence, moderation, brotherly love, charity aud forgiveneſs of 
injuries; and, if a few clergymen ſhall be found ſo loſt to reaſon 
and religion, as to reject the admonitions and authority of their 
biſhops, 1 truſt the legiſlature will then ſtep forth and arm the 
right rev. bench with power to reſtrain and punith every impro- 
per procedure of {uch clergymen. x 


Mr. Gaarrax faid the public mind was not by any means ſo 
hkely to be agitated by repeating a ſubject, ever ſo much, as by 
pailing an improper act of parliament, and no act had ever given 
the people of the South ſuch ſtrong and general terror, as the | 
very act now under debate. The right hon. mover had ſtated it 
as a bill of exigency, upon which he had propoſed a proviſo, 
which he now repeated, ſaving to every man his common law 
rights, unleſs he ſhould be proved guilty of ſome of the offences 
ſtated in the bill. Would the bill he demanded ſtand that teſt ? If 
it would, why not adopt the proviſo? If it would not, it ought 
not to be paſſed. 


The ArroxxEY GEXERALI.— I have heard it ſaid that this 
bill invades the conſtitution, and deprives the ſubject of his trial 
by jury; nothing can be more eaſy than to talk in this manner 
and make general aſſertions. But where did he find that tithe 
cauſes are cognizable by juries? Every man who has the ſhadow 
of an idea of law knows they are not ; and every man who knows 
law, knows that if this bill had never had exiſtence the clergy 
might recover their rights in a court of equity. The bill does 
only enable them to recover in a more ſummary way, and at a 
much lower expence to all parties; it gives the parſon a right to 
ſue before the judge of the land, inſtead of dragging the farmer 
into one of thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the abuſe of which formed 
the ſubject of debate for two days laſt week. | 
It has been aſſerted, that this bill throws unconſtitutional dif- 
'Feuity upon the farmer, by obliging him to prove a negative, 
„ that there is no combination, &c.” I deny it ; if the | ti 
gives due notice, and proves that he has legally ſet out his tithes, 
I rely upon it that the party ſuing mult prove a fraud to entitle 

im to recover. 14 = 
I be right hon. gentleman had propoſed, as a teſt of the bil}, 
a proviſo, to ſave to every man his common law right, unleſs it 
ſhould be proved that he had committed ſome offence deſcribed in 

the bill; and he had all:ed, would the bill ſtand this teſt ? Cer- 
tainly it would not; for that teſt would be ſubverſive of the con- 
Ritution—it would make a criminal proſecution ancillary to a ci- 
vil ſuit. | 
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In the courſe pf his argument the right hon. gentleman has 
ſaid, we do not Know the people of the South. I cannot agree 
in that opinion. I rather apprehend from ſome things the right 
hon. gentleman has ſtated, that he does not know them. I have 


lived amongſt them almoſt my whole hfe—he but a few weeks. 


] am very cloſely, and have been very early attached to them, and 
God forbid that I ſhould ever contribute to put it into the power 
of any ſet of men to oppreſs them ; but I will again ſtate what 
I mentioned before, that it is the duty of the landlord to prote& 


| his tenants; and if landlords would take the trouble to know 


their tenantry, and not leave them in the hands of rapacious agents 
and middlemen, we ſhould hear no more of diſcontents ; for, IL 
afſert, that the great ſource of all their miſeries arifes from the 
negle& of thoſe whole duty and intereſt it is to protect them. 


The committee went through the ſeveral clauſes of the bill 
without any diviſion. 


TuxsDar, FEBrUaARy 19, 1788. 


Mr. GarDiNER moved for leave to bring in a bill for the im- 


provemient of the priucipal avenues leading to the city of Dublin, 
by erecting turnpikes thereon. ö g 


Sir FxeperICx FLooD ſaid he roſe to oppoſe the principle of 
ſuch a bill; he expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the right hon. gen- 
tleman's perſeverance.in a meaſure diſliked within the Houſe, and 
execrated without. He wuſt indeed have a ſtrong paſſion for 
reſiſting the wiſhes of his conſtituents, when he ſo often revived a 
meaſure of which they had ſo often declared their abhorrence. It 
is true, ſaid he, a ſimilar bill had been ſmuggled through the 
Houſe laſt year, at the time of the aſſizes, when there were not 
fifty members in the Houſe, but the peers had treated it as it de- 
ſerved, and rejected it with indiguation; and could he for a mo- 
ment ſuppoſe the preſent bill would paſs in any but an empty 
Houſe ? It would be but a reſurrection to a ſecond condemna- 
tion; at the ſame time he deemed this conſtant jeizing the Houſe 
upon a ſubject ſo odious, * unparliamentary, and he was in- 
elined to think rather unconſtitutional; and taking the frequent 


deciſions againſt it as a proof that the principle was obnoxious, 


and therefore inadmiſſible, he ſhould oppoſe the motion for leave 
to bring in ſuch a bill; and he obſerved, that he underſtood laſt 
ſeſſion from the right hon, gentleman, that he would not then 
preſs his bill till he and ſeveral other gentlemen returned from the 
aſſizes. | | 1 

Sir Francis Hurcuixsox ſaid he was againſt the bill, and 
declared he ſhould vote againſt the introduction of it, | 


Sir HENRY CAvENDISH ſaid he wiſhed to know if it was a 
ſimilar bill to the one which had been introduced by the right hon. 
gentleman laſt ſeſſion. | ; 
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Nr. GN HR faid the bill had for its object a general ground, 
for he nuderſtood that particular bills were intended to be moved 


for, for the roads on the North ſide of the city, and which were 


to be put under the direction of diſtinct truſtees. He ſaid his 
object was to get good roads, and every perſon who. knows any 
thing of the county of Dublin, muſt know that the roads are in 
a molt wretched ſtate, and in ſome places almoſt impaſſable. As 
to what the hon. baronet had ſaid in reſpe& to its being unparlia- 
mentary to bring on the ſame meafure in different ſeſſions, if 
that poſition was true, we ſhould not have at preſent an ORen- 
nial Bill, or a modilication of Poyning's law, and he was confi— 
dent that this meaſure will be ultimately carried into effect. As 
to the charge df impropriety in hurrying on his bill laſt ſeſſion, 
he ſtood acquitted of it, for he declared he waited eleven days 
after the aſſixes were over, expecting the arrival of the hon. ba- 
ronet, before he proceeded on it. 


Sir Hexxy Cavexpisn obſerved that as the right hon. gen- 
tleman had declared his object was to get a good road, he ſhould 
vote for the introduction of the bill, if it was for no other cauſe 
than for the novelty of having a good turnpike road. 


Mr. O6Lt# ſaid the object had been already ſo often diſcuſſed 
in the Houſc, and every thing ſaid both for and againſt the mea- 
fure, and it had been already ſo often rejected. that he ſhould 
oppoſe the introduction of the bill in the firſt inſtance. 


Mr. Corrs faid he ſhould vote againſt the introduction of the 
bill; at the ſame time he was really ſurprized that the right hon, 
gentleman would ſo ardently perſevere in a meaſure ſo diſguſtful 
to the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, a city that the right 
hon. gentleman had many obligations to; and he declared that if 
he proceeded on his bill, he ſhoutd call on the city to petition 
the Houſe of Commons againſt its piſſing into a law, and he 


& 
would bi ing forward the petition himſelf. 


Mr. Cuxran faid he hoped the right hon. gentleman would 
not at this particular period preſs the introduction of the bill; 


the aſſizes were juſt at hand, and ſeveral gentlemen would be un- 


der the neceſſity of leaving town; and as it was coming forward 


in a queſtionable ſhape, and likely to be diſcuſſed in an empty 


Houſe, however painful it muſt be to him to oppoſe any meaſure 
propoſed by the right hon gentleman, he ſhould certainly vote 
againſt the introduction of the bill ; at the ſame time he obſerv- 
ed, that it would come with more grace when the Houſe ſhould 
be full; and he declared that if the right hon. gentleman would 


conſent to poſtpone it till after the receſs, he ſhould then vote for 


the introduction of the bill. - IF, 


Mr. Begesrorn ſaid he was for giving leave to have the bill | 


introduced, is order to know what it contained. 
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Mr. Garvixes ſaid he would not conſent to poſtpone the bill; 
that from the likelihood of there being a very ſhort ſeſſion, chivs 
would not be very much time to ſpare, and he therefore inſiſted 
on taking the ſenſe of the Houſe. 


On the queſtion being put for leave to bring in the bill, the 
Houſe divided, 
Ayes, — — 5 1 
Noes, — — 8 


Mr. HazTLEy moved, that Counſel be heard before the com- 
mittee on the Police- bill on Friday next. | 


Mr. Maxcus BertsrorD objected to Counſel being heard 
before a committee, as it was informal. 


Mr. Curran ſaid there was a reſpe& owing to the city of 
Dublin, and their petition ought to be attended to; and it ſhould 
not be ſet aſide for any point of form; it was not acting with 
that decorum that was owing from that Houſe to the Fw 
of the kingdom. 


Mr. BeresrorD ſaid the petition was not from the city of 
Dublin, but from perſons calling theNſelves inhabitants of the 
city of Dublin; and he aſked, what would they petition againit 2 
Not againſt the bill, which is not as yet before the committee. 


Mr. Haxrrzr ſaid he admitted that the petition was not 
from the corporation of the city of Dublin, but it was from a 
very numerous and reſpectable part of the inhabitants, who paid 
taxes, and who were affected by the tax; and, he ſaid, it was 
taking a kind of little advantage in endeavouring to get rid of 
the petition by a point of form. | 


The Houſe went into committee on the tobacco bill, Mr. Ma- 
ſon in the chair. 


Sir Huch HirlL ſaid he hoped the port of Derry would not 
be excluded from importing tobacco. He faid that port poſſeſſed 
a great part of the tobacco trade of this kingdom, and it would 
be cruel to deprive 1 merchants of ſo extenſive a a branch of 
commerce. 


Mr. ALEXANDER ſaid it would be very hard on the merchants 
of Derry, if they were to be excluded from ſo productive and 
beneficial a trade. , He reminded the Houſe of the loyalty and 
affection the people of Derry had ſhewn to the Proteſtant Go- 
vernment; and he hoped gentlemen would not reward their me- 
rits by ſo cruel an excluſion : He therefore moved, that the port 


of Londonderry ſhould be included. 


- 
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Mr. O'Ns II ſaid he would ſupport Mr. Alexander's motion, 


and he hoped the Houſe would not forget the ſtand that town 
made againſt tyranny and deſpotiſm. 


The ArroxNx EY GENERAI.—I am aſtoniſhed to fee the people 

of Derry have the preſumption to deſire to be included in the 
bill. Sir, it is natorious to every one, that not above nine hogſ- 
heads of tobacco have paid duty in the port of Derry laſt year; 
and it is as notorions that twelve hundred have been fmuggled. 
Perhaps gentlemen do not know the manner this trade is carried 
on. I will tell them—An American ſhip appears on the coaſt— 
immediately boats go off to her laden with money, by way of 
ballaſt—they bring in their cargoes of tobaceo, which are paid 
for in hard guineas, every one of which are carried to America. 
Nay, ſo much do they hold the law in deriſion, that they have 
named the creek; where this ig chiefly carried on, Beresford 
Creek and fo much do they defy the law, that they have a fixed 
rate for ſmuggling—a guinea a hogſhead.— After this, can they 
expect the indulgence of the Houle ? 


Mr. St:waxrt ſaid that what his right honourable friend 
Fthe Attorney General] had flated wes really, the caſe on the 
coaſt of Donegal, but not at Derry. So little had the merchants 
of Derry to fay to it, that he was aſſured the ſmuggling trade 
was ſupported by the capitals of ſome eminent merchants in 
Dublin; and he therefore hoped the citizens of Derry would not 
fuſer for the faults of others. | 


The CxAancerroa or THE ExcHtquer oppofed the mo- 
tion on the ſame grounds with the Attorney General. 


Mr. BzrxesrorD ſaid that the imported tobacco which paid 
duty at Derry laſt year, was nothing in compariſon to what was 
ſmuggled ; there had been about fixty-one hogſheads legally 
landed, nine of which paid duty, fourteen were in the ftorts, 
and the reit bonded and re-exported, which he had every reaſon 
to believe had been landed again in this kingdom; a practice much 
more detrimental to the revenue than down-7ight ſmuggling, as 
it produced nct only the inconveniences of actual ſmuggling, but 
there was a bounty paid to the ſmuggler thereupon. In Great 
Britain there were but ſeven ports where tobacco could be land- 
ed, one in Scotland and fix in England, of which there was but 
one on the Eaſt ſide of England, viz. Hull, while in this king- 
dom there are no leſs than eleven: ſo much advantage has this 
kingdom over Great Britain. But ſuppoſe, ſaid he, we allowed 
the port of Londonderry to import tobacco, An honourable 
member [Mr Stewart] has aſſured the Houſe that theſe pract:ces 
are confined to the Donegal coaſt; ſurely, nothing would be 
eaſier for a veſſel hovering on this coaſt, when queſtioned, than 


— 


— 
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to anſwer, fhe was bound for Derry; though the next moment 


| ſhe ſmuggled the greateſt part of her cargo on that lawleſs coaſt, 


and entered the port of Derry with, perhaps, not one-tenth 


of it. 


Mr. Borp ſaid he rofe to remind the Houle of the many obli- 
gations they owed that city. Conſider, faid he, that but for 
their exertions, you would not fit here as a Proteſtant Parliament 
ut for them the Houſe of Hanover would not now ſo glori- 
ouſly rule thefe kingdoms—but for them a defpot would rule you 
with a rod of iron, and ſuperſtition veil your minds: And is it 
to thoſe people you refufe fo ſmall a favour, as to permit them to 
ſhare a trade fo advantageous to this kingdem? Take care how 
you invade the charter of this city. The charter of this city 
permits them to trade, and you circumfcribe that charter: But 
they have not only à claim. on your gratitude, but your juſtice ; 
and this Honfe I hope will not refufe a boon fo ſmall to this 
loyal city. 


Mr. RichasDp H. HuTcninsown oppoſed the motion, and 
mentioned that a ſeizure was made at one time in the port of 
Derry, of no leſs than four thouſand pounds worth of tobacco, 
by a right honourable friend of his, [Sir Hercules Langriſhe.] 


Mr. Curxan.—lI have always confidered an high duty on any 
commodity as a premium to the contraband trader. This Houſe 
has been repeatedly moved to lower the duty on tobaceo from ten 
to fix, The conduct of the gentlemen who conduct the rerenue 


department reminds me of a circumſtance which happened in our 
_ Univerſity ſome time ago: The lads had got a cuſtom of break- 


ing the lamps; for a lorig time there could be found no remedy 
for this grievance, but mending them when broken, till at length a 
very ſagacious member of the Board of Fellows hit upon a very ex- 
traordinary expedient: © The lamps, faid he, cannot be well 
broken in the day without inmedate detection, wherefore, if they 
were taken down at night-fall every evening, and put up every 
morning, the miſchief might be prevented.” The learned doQor's 
argument has been adopted by the gentlemen of the revenue; 
they find that ſmuggling has rifen to a great height, they then 
ſhnt up the ports, thereby making them of na uſe. He faid he 
was ſorry to find that the practice of changing the revenue officers 
from time to time, which was ſucceſsfully followed in England, 
was not adopted here; nay; ſo long were they allowed to remain 
m one fituation, that they were incorporated with the people, 
and became of the ſame common intereft, and fuch root did they 
take in ſome places, that they were even returned as members of 
Parliament to this Houſe. (12, 

Vol. VIII. T 
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Mr. Br Zs rORD aſſured Mr. Curran that three-fourths of 
the officers of the port of Derry had been changed from time to 
time. 


Mr. "RR — But, not to trouble the Houſe any longer, 
I will add but one argument more: In the memorable year 1688, 
the citizens of Derry ſhut their gates againſt a tyrant; in defence 
of your religion and conſtitution; and ſhall it be ſaid that, in 
I 1788 1 the doors of this Houſe were ſhut againſt their prayers ? 


Upon a diviſion there appeared 
For the motion — 18 


Againſt it — — 72 


The committee then proceeded through the bill, and Mr. 
Maſon left the chair. | 


4 3 F4 * 
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Mr. Waves ſaid there were in all ſocieties certain vices it was 
:capoſfible to repreſs, but which might be converted, to public ad- 
vantage. What in ſome claſſes was only reprehenſible, in others 
was productive of every ſpecies of crime. In this light he held 
gambling—an ordeal that - moſt of his hearers, he believed, had 
gone through, and which might ĩn the firſt claſs be conſidered as 
an engine of policy, like fincs in the time of Henry VII. for 

opening eſtates, but which in the inferior claſſes was productive 
of breach of truſt, forgery and murder. He wiſhed to fuppreſs 
gambling, or to turn it to account—it was a fhift, but not his 
laſt. He wiſhed gentlemen to conſider againſt Friday, when the 
committee was to tit on the Police- bill, whether it might not be 
adviſable to licenſe houſes for cards at a ſmall ſum, but reſponſi- 
ble ſecurity—and for dice, at a ſum, and ſecurity, much more 
_ conſiderable ?. But the opinion of gentlemen ſhould regulate his 
proceeding z for if any perſons were averſe he would give up the 
- nreaſure. 


The Cn ANCELLOR OF THE Excarauzt ſaid he was not ſo 
hardy as his honourable friend, to wage war with ſo ſtrong a body 
as the tribe of gamblers. It was, he confeſſed, 4 virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy undertaki ing, and he wiſhed it ſueceſs; tg it 
was more than he could venture to hope. a 


Tbe order of the day being read for feadiog a ſecond 1 time the 
Malahide Turnpike-bill: 


Sir Evpwarp NewExnam entreated the gentlemen who had 
brought forward thrt meaſure to give it up entirely. He ſaid it 
was obvious to him that in a little time, by the ill effects of turn- 
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pikes, the roads would be utterly deſtroyed; whereas were the 

entlemen to relinquiſh that injurious mode, he would venture to 
vouch that the county and city would preſent liberally for the 
repair of the roads. 15 | 

The bill was read a ſecond time; _ | 

A petition of the Cheque Manufacturers of the city of Lime- 
rick, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to 
the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by ſeveral wiſe acts of 
the legiſlature the manufaCtures of linen and cotton have been 
much extended and. ſupported by the premiums granted from 
time to time; that the petitioners ſee the advantage which ariſes 
to the fair manufacturers of printed linens, cottons and callicoes, 
from the well-formed regulations in the a& of the twenty-third 
and twenty-fourth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
which act the petitioners with regret feel does not extend to cot- 
ton or linen cheque; the petitioners humbly ſhew, that ſeveral - 
manufacturers of cheque dye their own linen and cotton yarn blue 
with logwood, and ſell the cheque by them manufactured without 
marking the ſaid cheque with words denoting that the blue yarn 
uſed in the ſaid cheque is dyed with logwood, by which means 
.they are enabled to underſell the petitioners, who always dye the 
yarn with indigo; the petitioners humbly ſubmit to the Houſe, 
that granting bounties on the manufacture of cheque would very 
much encreaſe that manufacture, and that it would induce the 
petitioners to go more extenſively into that trade; and therefore 
praying encouragement. | | 


The CrancELLor oF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he underſtood 
that ſome gentlemen wiſhed time to make up their minds upon 
the ſubject of reducing intereſt ; it was by no means his inten- 
tion to precipitate the meaſure, which he was ſare would be 
found more acceptable the more it was underſtood ; he was there- 
fore willing to let it lie over till Monday, if that ſhould be thought 
more agreeable to gentlemens' wiſhes than going into it-now. 


Sir Lucius O'Bxrtn ſaid he believed the principle, that it is 
better to borrow at five than ſix per cent. muſt be univerſally 
admitted ; the only argument then that could be urged, was, 
that the country was not yet fully. ripe for ſuch an event; the 
reaſoning on that fat would beſt come before a committee, 
where, he doubted not, that it would be ſhewn, that money for 
every purpoſe of trade and commerce, could eafily be had at five 
per cent. and where he would take the liberty to propoſe a clauſe 


in the bill, which would remove the objections that had been 
F made, 1 | 
t The Cuancerior or THE Excnreauer.—The bill is as 


ſimple aa any thing poſſibly can be: it is an exaCt tranſcript of 
3 T4. peg on 
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the former hall; for reducing intereſt, and therefore if the pro- 


priety of the meaſure be admitted, there can be no uke 28 
to the hill. 

Sir, I ſhall beg leave to obſerve, that this i is one of thoſe mea- 
ſures of great magnitude which has come before the Houſe, under 
very unfortunate circumſtagees, but which, if once rejected, may 
not appear again. Gentlemen may recolle& that this Houſe re- 
pans”. meaſures which they have ſince lamented, becauſe the 

Fn of conveying advantages to the nation, however 
ardently deſired, may never more return, and therefore they ſhould 
give this meaſure a full and candid hearing, an impartial diſinter- 
ted deciſion, left they add one to the number of benefits, the 
lots of which this country mult ever deplore. 

Every gentleman will acknowledge that there is ſomewhere or 
athier, a principle that acts ſtrongly throughout the whole of our 
trade and commerce, and in a certain degree retards our proſpe- 
rity. Gentlemen have been anxious to find out, what this ſecret 
principle is, which checks all our efforts; which, notwithſtand- 
ing our bounties and premiums, keeps us {till behind, and which, 
notwithſtanding the emancipation of our trade, hangs as a weight 


upon us, dragging us down, aud repteſſing the energy of our 


exertions; to ine it appears, that this counterpoiſe to our eſſorts 


is the high intereſt we pay, and Parliament ought not to ſhrink 


from an inveltigation of tt, becauſe it is a ſubject of great 
maguitude. 

It is certain that no man wil veſt his money in trade, which 18 
attended with certain trouble and ſome riſk, unleſs he can make a 


proliz cqniidei ably. more than the intereſt it would produce if lent 


pon ſecmity. If money is to ſtand at fix, no man will trade for 
a proſit of leis than eight or nine; he will rather live idly upon his 
intereſt, not ermitti: g the capital to fructify for the benefit of the 
counzry- he legal intereſt in England is five, her traders borrow 
at a lower rate; hüt at belt we have one per cent. againſt us, w which 
operates not upon our manufactures, only, but upon, our exports, 
our merchants, and our ſhipping, aud nothing more ſtrongly proves 
this, than-that our ihippivg is not equal — che conſumption of 
our country; under theſe multi pied! inçonyeniengies we are to 
meet the traders of other nations in. foreign mai kets, I therefore 
aſk gentlemen, after all the ligh-toned language that we have 
keard concerning free trade and extended commerce, whether 
they are repared to tell the country they mult continue to labour 
under: of. 5 diſadvantages! | 
1 8 zaving jaſt hinted at ſome of the diſadvantages ariſing 
from, high intereſt, I hall take the hberty of anſwering. one, or 


two general ee e that were thrown out when firſt I pro- 


* this meaſure. 


55 aſſerted, that ſhould we lower intereſt. to a par with 
| Egan al the. money would go. there. Now, ſuppoſing we 


to a par with England, the conſequence feared is not 


* 
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very, probable 3 there is ſome expence and riſk in the changing of 
ſecurity, befides a certain loſs while the money is unemployed, 
and a further loſs from the courſe of exchange being for at leaſt 
nine months in every year in favour of this conntry, and this latter 


ceircumſtance muſt continue fo long as great part of our trade ts 


carried on by Engliſh capitals, for the remittances to Ireland are 
not only the value of our direct, but of our circuitous exports ; 


but ſhould we to a certain point grow rich, we ſhould then change 


places with England. | 
It was next ſtated, that the money now lying upon Iriſh ſecu- 


rities would be all drawn away ſhould intereſt be reduced; but 


this is an idle terror; it is not intended that the law ſhould have 


any retroſpect, and therefore mortgages, inſtead of being called 


iu, would be aſſigned perhaps not without a premiym. Gentle- 
men need not therefore be alarmed, and as to borrowing, they bave 
not much to fear, for the future eſtates of this kingdom are tole- 
rably well mortgaged already. However, if gentlemen did not 
get money to diſſipate I ſhould not exceedingly lament it, for it 
is a falſe wealth, that would immediately be withdrawn ſhould 
any diſtreſs ariſe, and therefore would only tend to aggravate that 
diſtreſs. 

Another argument that I have heard is, that money will always 
find its level. This, I beg leave to ſay, is an argument exploded 
by experience, and would have gone equally againſt any reducti- 
on of intereſt at any time; but I deny the truth of it, and I! 
aſſert, that intereſt ſhould be regulated by law, in a trad- 
ing country, as low as the circumftances of that country 
will bear, otherwiſe the honeſt induſtrious trader and the mer- 
chant of that country will never be able to borrow a farthing, 
for the pleaſuriſt and the ſpendthrift will always be ready to pur- 
chaſe the loan of money at a price much higher than the profits 
of the merchant or trader will afford him to pay, In this opinion 
am ſupported by that excellent writer, Smith, and as I would 
rather ſpeak from any authority than my own, I ſhall quote what 


he ſays on the ſubject. 


„Though the intereſt of money be too high, it will not- 


vithſtanding continue to be borrowed by prodigals and projec- 


tors, who alone will be willing to give an high intereſt for it. 
Sober people, who will give for the uſe of money no more than a 
part of what they are likely to make by the uſe of it, will not 
venture into the competition; a great part of the capital of the 
country would thus be kept out of the hands which are likely to 
make a ptofitable and advantageous ufe of it, and thrown into thoſe 
that are moſt likely to waſte and deſtroy it.? | 

As to the ſituation of the country, when the intereſt of money. 
was formerly reduced, on a former occation I ſtated the three 
periods. It way reduced in 1703, in 1721, and 1733. From 
the firſt to the ſecond reduction was an interval of nineteen years; 
from the.ſecond to the third eleven years, and from the third to 
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this toy fifty-years; and I did then ſay, that the country is in a 
much fitter ſtate for ſuch a meaſure than it was at any of the for. 
mer periods, 

It has been ſaid, that this nation is too poor at preſent to 
bear the reduction of intereſt, Her wealth is beſt known 
from her imports and exports, aud from the g of the ſhip- 
ping ſhe employs. When the firſt reduction of intereſt took 
place, the tonnage of ſhipping employed by Ireland was but 
70,000 ton, it - is now more than $00,000 ton — quantity greater 
than that of England in the reign of Queen Anne, when the 
intereſt of money in England was reduced to five per cent. The 
exports of Ireland at the firſt period 1 have mentioned were 
$72,000—at the ſecond 950,000—at the third 1,500,0c0—and 
at this day they are upwards of three millions. Surely, then, if 
from theſe facts we are to judge of the capacity of the country 
to bear the reduction of intereit, there is no . between 
the laſt period and the preſent day. 

It has been ſaid, England has not for many years reduced het 
intereſt. She had no neceſſity for doing it—ſhe had no rival, no 
competitor in trade; that is not the caſe with regard to Ireland, 

Gentlemen talk of the danger of loſing the caſh of England out 
of the capital on which we trade—I truit I have ſhewn that can- 
not be the caſe ; but for a moment admitting it could, we ſhould 
never leſs feel ic than now, when we have a National Bank ; and 
if there be a wiſh to extend the advantage of that bank, it can 
beſt be accompliſhed by putting the other banks on the ſame 
lerel the more competitors the greater gainers will the public be. 

There is one fact which, if I am well infarmed, ( and if not [ 
beg to be ſet right) proves that money is nat ſo ſcarce in Ireland 
as ſome gentlemen would have us believe, and that it circulates 
pretty briſkly. I am told, and I believe from good authority, 
that the National Bank buys and cuts for bullion, one thouſand 
guineas a day; and I underftand that among the ſhops where 
guineas are bought, another thouſand is cut daily—lſo faſt do 
they wear in circulation What an immenſe ſum yearly? Yet 
this practice has been going on for ſome years, at leaſt with re- 
ſpe to the ſhops, and yet the ſum is not miſſed out of the gene- 
ral circulation. 

There are in this country three deſcriptions of borrowers ; 

The ftate, who borrows for public purpoſes. 

The trader, whoſe borrowing promotes — manufac. 
tures and navigation. 

And the diſſipated gentleman, who borrows too often for the 

purpoſes of extrayagance. 
As to the ſtate, | hope there is no beobabdlity of her being 2 
borrower any more; ſhe has this year thrown a great ſum into 
eirculation, which cannot fail to help the ſecond claſs, of borrows 
ers, * even W che N 
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The ſtate this year pays off her whole funded debt, in order to 
change the rate of intereſt, producing a benefit to the nation of 
98, oool. and as it is certain, that all the perſons who receive their 
ſhare of payment, will not replace their money again on govern- 
ment ſecurity at a lower intereſt, this advantage which the public 
receives from having a great quantity of money in the market, 
renders this year peculiarly favourable to the reduction of intereſt. 
I own that this was the object at which I pointed throughout 
all the operations of finance; I own, that T was vain of it, 
and that I am ſo {till ; this was the reaſon why J preferred lower- 
ing the national intereſt, to diſcharging part of the national debt. 
Why then will gentlemen reject this favourable opportunity? Do 
they wait till money lenders come to requeſt that an abatement 
may be made in the rate of intereſt? Will that ever happen? 
Will they ever be leſs affected by it than at preſent? Will men 
ever forget their own ſelf. love? Will the world ever alter in that 
reſpet ? Do not, I conjure you, hope for ſuch a change, but 
take advantage of a meaſure that will looſe trade from its fetters, 
that will employ your people, encreaſe your ſhipping, and ſet you 
on a footing with the molt proſperous nations. 3 


Sir Jonx BLaquitxe ſaid the queſtion was to be bronght into 
a very narrow compaſs, whether you would pay fix per cent. for 
your money, or not borrow at all; if the bill paſſed there mutt 
be a clauſe in it, to oblige people to lend, or the country muſt 
be undone. No nation- under the ſun had ever undertaken to 
force ſuch a meaſure by an act of Parliament - the wiſdom of our 
anceſtors revolted at the idea—the law had followed, but never 
led; both in England and in Ireland the fact appeared upon the 
ſtatutes. The act of Charles II. c.,12. expreſsly ſtates, that the 
market rate of intereſt was ſix per cent. but that evil men avail- 
ing themſelves of the law, often took eight per cent. for their 
money; wherefore it enacts * that fix per cent. and no more ſhall 
be the rate of legal intereſt hereafter.” In the reign of a r 
Anne it was preciſely the ſame. Dr. Smith, on the Wealth of 
Nations, expreſsly ſays, vol. 2. page 453, * that during her 
reign the market rate of intereſt had fallen from ſix to five per 
cent. and that in the laſt year of her reign it was fixed at five per 
cent. by law.” Is that, ſaid he, the caſe with this country 
now? He ſhewed that in every act that has ever paſſed for the 
purpoſe, ſome eauſe had exiſted which was wanting now. The 
wiſdom of the Chancellor of the Exchequer's plan on the three 
and an half per cent. debentures, he contraſted with this experi- 
ment, and ſaid he wiſhed to reſcue that ſplendid meaſure. from 
ſuch a vagary as this. His right honourable: friend had then 
brought his ſpeculation in one hand, but in the other he had the 
money. Let him only ſhew that at five per cent. 'money could in 
any ſhape be obtained, he would agree to every part of his pro- 
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poſition now. The money lent from England would be occaficnally 
withdrawn, and not a ſhilling henceforward be ever brought to us 
again; that very money which had enabled his right honourable 
friend to do this fervice to the public, would, and mult be with- 

drawn. He ſaid that in a caſe of this tranſcendent delicacy, fpe- 
Culation was folly, and the experiment like that of a man who 
would with.to fee how near he could go with a candle to a barrel 
of, gunpowder. In France and other countries, where there are 
laws of the kind, they moRly ſerve as an encouragement to 
uſury; in Holland things throve beſt, where there was no law 
at all; and low intereſt would always depend on the fmall demand 
for borrowing, and the abundance of wealth to ſupply that de- 
mand, for no law can reduce the common rate of intereſt helow 
the ordinary market rate at the time when fach laws are made. 
do ſays the author of the Wealth of Nations, and ſo ſays every 
author who is worth conſulting. | | | 

| He faid he thought it would be ruinous to trade, and not be- 
neficial to rhe landed intereſt, becauſe it took out of the market 
all Engliſh purchaſers ; the only argument which had common 
ſenſe in it, which was ufed agatalt che abſentee tax, and which 
at the time was thought ii reſiſtible. 
IT be mercantile intereſt was almoſt unanimpus againſt the mea- 
ſure. Mr. Eelbam, one of the wiſeſt {ſtateſmen that ever ſat at 
ide helm of affairs, did not touch this tender firing, although 

the credit of the nation was at ſo high a rate, that the three per 
cents. bore at times between ſeven aud eight per cent. premium. 
He exhorted his hearers not to profeſs fo mich more wiſdom than 
their neighbours ;_ and he concluded in the words of Hume, 
Let Goverament preſerve with care. its, people, and its manu- 
factures, «s money it way ſafcly truft to the common courſe d- 
human affairs,” “ e 5 

Sir Hzxzay CavxxDISH ſaid it could not he alleged that the 
meaſure had been brought before the Houſe without full notice 
for two or three ſeſions back ; he himſelf had mentioned an in- 
tention of propoſing it, hut he had been perſuaded to delay his 
intention, until rhe experiment had been tried upon the public 
debt; that experiment had been now tried, and with the happieſt 
ſucceſs. | 
He ſaid he always underſtood it as an axiom, that private in- 

tereſt ſhould be kept not more than one per cent above the public, 
and ſhould we bring it even to this, there would be no danger of 
loſing the Engliſh money out of our capital, for it was generally 
underſtood that England was at this moment about to reduce her 
private intereſt to four per cent. This ſhe was going to da from 
a well-founded opinion that it would benefit her trade; but if we 
ſhould reduce our intereſt to five, he had almoſt faid ſhe mult 
do it. | | | 
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He begged that no gentleman would be offended at what he 
ſhould urge in the courſg of his argument, as he had not the moft 
diſtant intention of giving offence to any; but he conſidered that 
there were in this country four claſſes of men concerned to op- 
poſe the meaſure ; the firit claſs, he ſaid, conſiſted of money 
lenders, who certainly would rather get fix than five per cent. for 
their money; a money lender who receives fix hundred pounds a 
year intereſt, would very unwillingly reduce it to five. 

Another claſs are thoſe who want to borrow, and who ſay, if 
intereſt he reduced, the money they now have will be called in, 
and they wilt not be able to get a ſhilling ; but this claſs, he ſaid, 


| had already been touched upon, and indeed he was not very 


anxious to have great ſums carried out of the Kingdom for in- 
tereſt, when the principal was ſpent in diſſipation, and not ap- 
plicd to any uſeful purpoſe. | FT 2 

Another, claſs was thoſe who had money out at fix, and who 
feared it would be paid in to them; this claſs he fet off againſt. 
the former, as it was impoſſible that the fears of both could be 
well founded, „ 

The fourth claſs, he ſaid, conſiſted of merchants, who acting 
upon great capitals, though at ſix per cent. would rather pay 
that price for money than to ſuffer young men to interfere in trade, 
anxious to eſtabliſh a fpecies of monopoly; but competition is 
the very life of trade, and ſerves, to bring all commodities cheap 
to market; this, he ſaid, was exemplified in the caſe of Ark- 
wright's machinery for ſpinning cotton; while that gentleman re- 
tained, by his patent, a monopoly, very few manufactories could 
avail themſelves of his ingenious invention ; but a flaw being found 
in his patent, every one ſet to work upon his prineiple, he was ob- 
liged to reduce his charge forty per cent, and the conſequence 
was, that on. almoſt every rivulet in England was erected a cotton 
manufaQtory, . | | | 

After ſhewing the advantage that muſt reſult, from the lower. 
ing of intereſt, to the landed man, the manufacturer and the mer- 
chant, he ſaid, if ever there was, a time chat called loudly for 
ſuch a meaſure, it is the preſent, I think it ſprings as naturally 
from the preſent circumſtance of the times as any effect can fol- 
low its cauſe ; we have a profound, and general peace in this part 
of Europe. France is too much occupied with her own affairs 


to diſturb her neighbours ; the people. of that country. feel the 


principles of liberty; they are ſtruggling far their freedom againſt 
a defpotiſm, which is not the ancient conſtitution. of their coun- 
try; they will never ſtop till they abtain ſucceſs, and in doing 
2 they will find x Jlry Fon obliged to revert. to firſt princt» 
ES | 
Weare therefore ſecure againſt foreign diſturbance while we 
enjoy domeſtic peace. This is a marked zra—we have no longer 
any party in parliament — there is no oppoſition, becauſę there 
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does not appear any thing within theſe walls that wiſe and honeſt 

men can oppoſe—but we have a ſtrange phenomenon in govern. 
ment; a Lord Lieutenant who is himſelf the oppoſition ; a Lord 
Lieutenant who oppoſes Fay thing that can — prove inju- 
rious to the nation. 

21 have known many high ſounding and very ſplendid propoſi- 
tions and offers come from Government to this Houſe at different 
times, which thoſe who made them would be very ſorry ſhould 
ſucceed ; but here the offers of Government are ready to be car- 
ried into effect; and can any man who beholds the acceſſion to 
trade and the flux of wealth through individuals heſitate to ac- 
cept them ! 

The abolition of the laws againſt popery has done much, and 
the advantage of that meaſure will be felt more and 'more—ag 
Iriſhmen, with Iriſh. capitals daily go into trade. Within fifty 
years this city has been new built is not that a proof of wealth? 
Lock at your corn trade: In -1759, we imported corn to 
a a vaſt amount; laſt year we exported to the value of 300,000). 
This trade, if it goes on as it has begun, will prove as advanta- 
geous as the linen trade, and the proſperity of this trade, as well 


as of that, weowe to the gentleman whom ; have the e to 
addreſs. a 


The Sor icirox Gen ſaid * had endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve his mind, as much as poſſible, unbiaſſed upon this..ſubje ; 
he had even been diſpoſed to think favourably of the meaſure, 
but upon the moſt mature deliberation he had altered that opt: 
nion. . 

There can be, ſaid he, but two motives for adopting the mea- 
ſure—the benefit of the ſlate, or the benefit of individuals. 

From all that ever he could learn, he ſaid, no nation had ever 
limited intereſt but for one of theſe two purpoſes either to pro- 
tect the thoughtlels, the giddy and the Spores, from the ex- 
actions of uſurers and extortioners—or to ſecure to the ſtate the 
uſe of money upon any emergency, at a reaſonable lire. ; but the 
idea of regulating the intereſt of money for any purpoſe of com- 
merce had, he believed, never entered into the mind of any le- 
giſlature until the preſent hour. The principle that money al. 
ways finds its own level had been fo generally admitted, that 
there was no neceflity for the ſtate's interfering but for one of the 
purpoſes aſſigned, and in ſuch caſes the intereſt was always kept a 
little above t e yalue of the money uſe. ä 

It had been urged as an argument in favour of the meaſure, 
that reducing intereſt would make money more plenty, and there- 
by promote trade and commerce; in his opinion it would have 
the contrary effect, by preventing money from being got at all, 

Within a few years we have, faid he, wonderfully improved and 
extended our. 7 our commerce, navigation wa manu- 


- 
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factures: money is like other commodities, there may be a ſuffi- 
ciency or a ſcarcity in the market. Would it not then be a ve 
dangerous experiment to attempt any meaſure which might drive 
money out of the market, at the very moment that there is the 
greateſt demand for its uſe ? I admit the increaſe of trade, but I 
jay this very increaſe, increaſes the demand for- money. Now 
how has it been diſcovered that there is an increaſe of money 
equal to the increaſe of our trade? Has any fact proved it? To 
are told that a public loan has been negociated at three and a half 
per cent. I acknowledge, with thanks, that the right honoura- 
ble gent eman has done much for the country in that tranſaction, 
but I cannot ſubſcribe to the affertion, that three and a half per 
cent. is all that has been paid for the iutereſt on our funded debt, 
for the changing of ſtock and lowering of intereſt has been pur- 
chaſed by a lottery ; and though the meaſure as it ſtands merits 
much praiſe, it would not do ſo if the change of ſtock and low- 
ering of intereſt could have been obtained without a lottery ; and 
taking all circumſtances into conſideration, I think myſelf 
warranted in ſaying public intereſt is {till at four, | 
As to landed ſecurity, he aſked was there any man who, ypon 
the very belt landed ſecurity in Ireland, could get money at leſs . 
than five per cent.? but the moſt conſiderable number of bor- 
rowers were obliged to pay ſix. On what principle then eut 
down the rate of legal intereſt to the very loweſt rate given in 
the market on landed ſecurity? If they did, no body would be 
able to borrow on perſonal ſecurity at all, land being ſo much 
better. In England, ſaid he, the legal rate of intereſt is five per 
cent. yet any ſum may be borrowed on land at four and a half. In 
Ireland the legal rate is fix, and very few indeed can borrow at 
five. | | 3 Fo 
There was, he ſaid, a vaſt deal of Engliſh money in the coun- 
try, that quantity was daily increaling ; if the bill paſſed the in- 
flux would be checked, and much of what was already here 
would be withdrawn. What effect would this have on an in- 
creaſing commerce? 'The commercial man mutt have it, and 
would bound over any walls that Parliament could raiſe to come 
at it, and then would be obliged to eſſect his purpoſe by paying a 
premium equal to the riſque which the lender might run. 0 
As to himſelf, he was neither a borrower nor a lender, he was 
perfectly diſintereſted in the event of the queſtion; but he would 
mention to the Houſe a fact, which he hoped would place the 
matter in a proper point of view. A friend of his in England 
had ſent him forty thouſand pounds, to lend at fix per cent. but as 
ſoon as he heard that there was an intention of reducing the 
legal intereſt to five, he had ſent orders to withdraw it. | 
He acknowledged that where the ſtate was to receive a con- 
ſiderable benefit, the intereſt of individuals ſhould give way, but 
for a mere experiment to deprive widows and orphans, and thoſe 


* 
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who could worſt bear it, of one-fixth part of their property, lie 
could not think juſt or equitable. 


Mr. CurmenTs faid he roſe te aſſc the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer a queſtion, the anſwer to which would in a great mea- 
fare determine the vote he ſhould gie: Was there any ground 
for the report which had been circulated, that England was going 
to reduee her rate of intereſt, from five to four? He had Icard 
from the fountain head, that Lord Hawkſbary had formed a plan 
for that purpoſe, and that it had received the approbation of the 
cabinet, and was forthwith to be carried inte parhament. 


Tis Crancrii on of THE Excnequex deſired to be excuſed 
foom ſaying any thing on that ſubject. | 


Mr. Coort 1equelted leave to ſay one word in reply to the 
Solicitor General. That gemleman, he ſaid, had argued, as if 
"the quantity of money ia a ſtate was its quantity of wealth; that 
poſition he begged leave to deny; in his opinion, the wealth of 
any country was its quantity of productive labour, and that could 
beſt be aſcertained by its quantity of imports and exports. 


Mr. Masox:—The gentlemen who ſupport this bill, have en- 
Eryed on the great advantages which our trade, manufactures and 
ſhipping mat derive from a lower rate of intereſt. J perfectly 
Pe with them in this principle, and conſider a natural reduction 
of intereſt not only as a proof of the proſperity of a eountry, but as 
ibe means of increaſing it. But my objection to this bill is, that 
it will not reduce the intereſt of money; and that, although it 


fixes a lower ſtandard for the legal rate of intereſt, it will tend ra- 


ther to increaſe than to dimmiſh the rate of intereſt that will ac- 
tually be paid; the fallacy of their arguments depends upon this 
hey have confounded together two ideas, that are in their na- 
ture entirely diſtinct; 1 mean the legal and the natural rate of 
mtereſt ; and have aſcribed to a reduction of the legal intereſt, 
thoſe ſalutary e Ra which can only proceed from a re- 
duction in the rate of natural intereſt. ; a 
Whether it be poſſible for the legiſlature to aſcertain by law, 

zhe price of the hire of money, has always been conſidered as a 
doubtful queſtion, and ſome of the moſt able men who have writ- 
rem on the ſubje& have conoluded that it is not. 

They fay that money is merely a commadity, the price of 
which, Eke that of every other commodity, mult neceſſarihy de- 
pend upon the quantity brought to market compared with the 
demand. If the quantity of money to be lent ſhall excced the 


quantity that is wanted to be borrowed, the intereſt of money of 


courſe will fall; but if the quantity of money to be borrowed {hall 
exceed the quantity that is to be leut, the competition will fall 
between the borrowers, and the rate of intereſt of courſe mult 
rite. | 


aw a i. 


1788. r 285 


IL. have known this doctrine confirmed in this kingdom witbin 
my own experience. I remember a time when the common rate af 


intereſt was but five per cent. and when any gentleman who had 


the character of paying his intereſt punctually, could obtain any 


ſum he wanted at four per cent, only. Does not this prove be- 


yond all poſſibility of doubt, that, without the interpoſition of 
the legiſlature, money of itſelf will fiad its value; and that the 
price of it, like that of every other neceſſary of lite, will always 
depend upon the quantity to be diſpoſed of compared with the - 
demand. Unlels therefore this bill can create a redundancy of 
money in the country, it cannot reduce the natural rate of iu- 
tereſt. 3 5 

Were the right honourable gentleman to introduce a bill to 
eſtabliſh a perpetual aſſize of bread, and to render it highly penal 
in a baker to ſell leis at any time than nine pounds of bread for a 
ſhilling, without any reſpect to the quantity of grain that ſhould. 
be brought to market, and in ſcaſons. of famine as well as thoſe ' 
of plenty, you would ſcout it out of the Houſe as a ridiculous. 
propofition ; yet believe me the attempt is equally abſurd to fix 
a perpetual aſſize of money, and to ſay that the hire of 100]. ſhall, 
always be the ſame, whether there be a redundancy, or an abſolute 
ſcarcity. of caſh in the kingdom. | 

The abſurdity in both theſe caſes proceeds from the ſame erro- 
neous principle: The endeavouring to fix a certain permanent 


price upon a neceſſary of life, without any regard to the ſupply 


aud the demand, on which the real value of it mult neceſſarily 
depend. 


I conſider the natural intereſt of money in this kingdom, though 
rather on the decline, as ſtill at fix per cent. Now, Sir, if when 
the natural rate of intereſt is {ix per cent. you ſhall render it pe- 
nal for any man to lend money at that rate, inſtead of reducinng 
the intereſt of monay to five per cent you, will raiſe it to nn 
or to eight per cent. on the neceſſitous borrower. I ſay the 
neceſſitous borrower, becauſe the very act of borrowing implies 
neceſſity.: No man borrows money for the pleaſure of borrowing, 
but becauſe he wauts it: it is a neceſſary of life which he cannot 
do without. If he cannot procure it at a cheap rate, he mult 
purchaſe it at a dear one; and the price which he will conſent to 
pay for it will be proportioned to the urgency of his nẽceſſity, and. 
the difficulty of obtaining it: and this bill will increaſe the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining money there can be no doubt, as it makes it 
penal for any man to lend his money at the natural rate of intereſt, 
and no man of common ſenſe will lend it at leſs. 

But there is another circumſtance attending this bill, which 
will wonderfully increaſe the difficulty of procuring money here- 
after: it will pat an immediate ſtop to that ſupply, which for 
many years paſt we have had from Eugland. Ihe monied men 
of that country have been temptæd by the high rate of iutereſt here 
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to ſend over large ſums of money to this kingdom; but it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that they will continue to do ſo, and to ſubject 
their property to the deciſions of a foreign judicature, when they 
can obtain no higher rate of intereſt here than they can get for it 
at home. | 


In order to point out to you the conſequences of this bill, let 


me ſuppoſe; that after it has paſſed into a law, a gentleman or 
trader, who wants to borrow 1oool. ſhall have recourſe to a per- 
fon who has that ſum to lend. He will offer him of courſe the 
legal intereſt;/but the lender will tell him, that though five per 


cent. was the legal intereſt, the natural rate of intereſt was fix, | 
and that therefore he would not lend his money at five per cent. 


only. The borrower will then deſire to know on what terms he 
is willing to lend ; to which he will reply, that as the natural rate 
of intereſt was fix per cent. he ſhould have been ſatisfied with 
that, if the legiſlature had not interfered ; but as they had ren- 
dered it penal for him to lend money at that rate, he muſt alſo 
he compenſated for the hazard he ſhould run by tranſgreſſing this 
law; and the concluſion will be, that for a bond for 1000. at five 
per cent, the borrower will receive ſeven or eight hundred pounds 
_— _ | TS | 

That ſuch methods will be practiſed in this country for evading 
the law; is proved by the example of what has paſſed in England 


within a recent period ; for ſome time before the adminiſtfation of 


Mr. Pitt, the intereft of money roſe to ſuch an height, that three 
per cents. conſolidated were fold at 561. only, and the intereſt on 
the funds was of courſe upwards of five per cent.; the conſequence 
of which was, that not a filling conld be borrowed on private 
ſecurities at the legal rate ef intereſt. The landed gentlemen 
were reduced to a ſtate of bankruptcy; great quantities of land 
were advertiſed for ſale in every part of the kingdom, and this 


evil prevailed fo ſuch a degree, that the Lord Chancellor, by an 
exertion of authority which nothing could juſtify but the exigency 
of the times, put a ſtop for ſome months to the forecloſure of 
mortgages : the landed intereſt was ſaved from ruin by ſuch eva- 
fions of the law as I have now deſcribed, and ufury became a na- 
tional relief. If ſuch were the diſtreſſing conſequences of a law 
to limit the rate of intereſt to five per cent. in the moſt opulent 
country upon earth, how much more fatal muſt the conſequences 
be at à fimilar criſis in ſo poor a country as this is? 
Bur I will ſuppoſe that this bill will be effectual for the purpoſe 
intended, and that no money will hereafter be lent in this king- 
dom at more than five per cent. I cannot perceive what advan- 
tage the public is likely to derive from that regulation. 
Mere this injury only to fall on thoſe wiſe and frugal per- 


ſons, whoſe only object is to heap up money in order to lay it out 


at intereſt, I ſhould feel very little compaſſion for them ; but it 


will fall upon a very numerous and helpleſs claſs of people, whe 
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have, a claim to your protection: it will fall upon widows and 
orphans, and the younger children of every family in the king- 
dom, the greater part of which depend for their ſupport on the 
intereſt of the portions. Were a tax of 15. in the pound to be 
impoſed upon your lands, and that for no purpoſe of public uti- 
lity, you would conſider it as an intolerable grievance; yet you are 
now going to impoſe a tax of 38: 4d. in the pound upon the pro- 
perty of all the poor people I have mentioned, without any ad- 
vantage whatſoever to the count xy. . 

But we are told that this bill will highly contribute to the ad- 
vantage of our commerce, for that tiade has ever been carried on 
with greater advantage in countries where the rate of intereſt is 
low. I acknowledge the truth of this laſt aſſertion, as it merely 
tells us, in other words, that trade is carried on to greater advan- 
tage in countries that are rich, than in thoſe which are poor; 
for there is nothing upon earth, except a redundancy of money, 
that can make the rate of intereſt very low in any country what- 
ſoever. But when gentlemen ſay that commerce always flouriſhes 
moſt in countries where the intereſt of money is low, they muſt 
neceſſarily mean, the natural rate of intereſt, and not that ficti- 
tious and arbitrary rate which an impolitic legiſlature may think 
proper to affix to it. | PS: 8 

But this principle I will not apply to this kingdom, where but 
little of our trade or manufactures is likely to be carried on, upon 
borrowed capitals. I form my opinion upon this circumſtance— 
that as the laws now ſtand, it is impoſſible for any man, embark- 
ed in trade, to give ſatisfactory ſecurity for any ſum of money he 
may wiſh to borrow ; for ſhould he become a bankrupt, a misfor- 
tune which may happen to the moſt honeſt and intelligent, no 
bond or warrant he could execute the lender, would ſecure a 
priority to his demand, or entitle him to more than a dividend of 
the bankrupt's effects, in common with the reſt of his creditors. 
I therefore conclude, that the credit of the merchants of this 
country muſt be chiefly confined to accounts current, and bills of 
exchange. | 2 

Without an ability of diſcounting bills, the trade of this king- 
dom could not be carried on; but the firſt object to the merchant 
is, the facility of diſcount, the rate of intereſt is only a ſeconda- 
ry conſideration; though it muſt be confeſſed, that if he can diſ- 
count at a lower rate, it is an additional advantage hut that is a 
matter which docs not depend upon the bill now before you; it is 
already provided for by the eſtabliſnment of the National Bank, 
the directors of which are compelled by law to diſcount at five per 
cent. only, and all the private bankers have followed their exam- 
ple; and therefore this bill might have been of ſome uſe about 
live years ago; it can anſwer no purpoſe at the preſent time. 

But the right honourable gentleman, at the other fide of the 
Houſe has afferted, that it will raiſe the value of yeur lands, 
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which is certainly a very deſirable object; but I have not ſagacity 
enough to diſcover any connection whatſoever between the value 
of lands and the legal intereſt of money. It would indeed be 
the higheſt degree of abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that there would be 
any fuch eonnection; for if the value of lands is to depend on 
the legal rate of intereſt, which legal rate of intereſt muſt necrſ- 
farily and ſolely depend on the will of the legiſlature, it follows 
of courſe that the value of lands muſt depend on the will of the 
legiſlature, an abſurdity too groſs for any man to ſupport, But, 
in truth, Sir, the price of lands, like that of money, or any other 
commedity, muſt always depend upon the quantity expoſed to 
ſale, compared with the money intended to be laid out in che pur- 
_ them, which cannot be effected by the legal rate of 
intereſt. | | | 

But thongh there is no connection between the value of lands 
and the legal rate of intereſt, there is, I acknowledge, an appa- 
rent connection between the price of lands and the natural rate of 
tereſt ; for we know by experience, that whenever the rate of 
iatereſt has fallen, the value of lands has always increaſed in nearly 
an equal proportion ; not that they are matters which depend 
upon each other, but becauſe they are both collateral effects of one 
and the ſame cauſe I mean a redundancy of money in the country. 
Whenever that redundancy takes place, the rate of intereſt of 
- courſe will fall, and the price of lands of courſe will riſe, becanſe 
there will be a greater quantity of money either to be expended 
in the purchaſe of lands, or ta be laid out on ſecurities; 

There is, however, one plauſible argument which the riglit 
honourable gentleman may urge in ſupport of his opinion. He 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that if this bill ſhould paſs, many of the 
perſons who have money to fpare may be induced to apply it to 
the purchafe of lands, rather than lend it out on ſecurities at fo 
low a rate of intereſt as five per cent. that this will increaſe the 
demand for lands, and of courſe muſt raiſe the price of them. 

This argament is founded on my own principles, and would be 
unanſwerable, were we certain that the quantity of bonds to be 

expoſed to ſale would remain the ſame if you paſs this bill, that 
it would be if you rejected it—but that cannot poſſibly be the 
caſe ; for the greateſt part of the money lent out at intereſt is 
borrowed by gentlemen of landed property, ſubject to incum- 
brances affecting their eſtates. Every man who is poſſeſſed of 
land is unwilling to part with it; and therefore when” gentlemen 
are called upon to diſcharge thoſe incumbrances, they chuſe rather 
to borrow money for that. purpoſe at intereſt than to ſell any patt of 
their eſtates, But if after you have paſſed this bill, the money which 
would otherwiſe have been lent out at intereſt, ſhall be applied to 
the purchaſe of lands, the conſequence will be that the perſons I 
have deſeribed will no longer be able to borrow on ſecurity the 
furs they may want to diſcharge: the demands againſt them, and 
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will of courſe be compelled to ſell part of their eſtates; and 
therefore if this bill ſhould jncreaſe the quantity of money to be 
expended in the purchaſe of lands, it muſt increaſe at the ſame 
time the quantity of lands expoſed to fale, and leave the relative 
value of lands and money preciſely the ſame that it is at this day. 


Mr. Bu sus ſaid he had heard a great deal of eloquence from a 
learned member, which had not however convinced his mind, that 
the meaſure was impracticable, much leſs injurious. . 

The Houſe had been told that they were not omnipotent ; that 
though they had power to lower the rate of intereſt, yet they 
could make no law over which men would not bound to come at 
that which was eſſential to their exiſtence. He admitted the 
whole force of this argument, but he aſked did it follow that, be- 
cauſe Parliament could not do every thing, they ſhould attempt 
to do nothing for the benefit of the country? It was ſaid that 
the only reafon for regulating the rate of private intereſt, was 
to protect the giddy and the extravagant againſt the practices of 
uſurers and extortioners ; but would it not alſo be allowed, that 
it was neceſſary to protect the honeſt induſtrious merchant, ma- 
nufacturer and tradeſman, in the money market, againft the inter- 
ference of the giddy and the extravagant? Was it not-obvious 
that while the latter claſs were ready to give high intereſt, the for- 
mer could not have it at low? And was it neceſſary to aſk, which 
of theſe deſcriptions of perſons belt deſerved the protection of 
the ſtate? That Parliament could not do all things he was ready 
to confeſs ; but it was certain, that it had ſeveral times interfered 
to regulate intereſt, and had interfered with ſucceſs. It had been 


ſaid that if the rate of intereſt was lowered, it would be an apo- 


logy for uſurers and extortioners to exact high premiums, in pro- 
portion to the riſk they run; but he hoped all money-lenders 
were not of that deſcription ; many were honeſt and would act in 
obedience to the law, ſome would be intimidated by the law, and 
the danger of tranſgreſſing; and from the acceſſion of thoſe to the 
ſupport of commerce, its ſtrength would be much increaſed. 

It had been ſaid that the rate of intereſt on private ſecurity, 
ſhould always be kept one per cent. above the rate at n_— e 
{tate borrows ; the fact was admitted; the ftate borrows M at 
three and a half; but call it four, does not this exactly coneur 
with the argument? In 1767, private intereſt fell to five; money 
may now be had at that rate, which 1s a very great proof of its 
preſent increaſing plenty, for ſince that period, near two millions 
have been taken out of circulation, and that at a time when there 
was no trade to bring it back; but if the American war had not 
interrupted our proſperity, money by this time would have been 
immoderately plenty; there is a natural increaſe of 200, oool. a 
year; there is no danger, from the preſent ſyſtem of government, 


that we ſhall again revert to the pernicious practice of running in 
Vol. VIII. | 


LS 
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debt; and therefore, whether the country is to have the advan- 
tage of a low rate of intereſt, depends entirely upon the will of 
this Houſe, for every thing elſe concurs. Great praiſe had been 
beſtowed upon that able miner [Mr. Pelham] for not having 
attempted to reduce the rate of intereſt in England, at a time 
that money was fufficiently plenty in that country to warrant ſuch 
a meaſure. Mr. Pelham had certainly been right, but he was 
right only by accident; for it was impoſſible for him to have 
foreſeen that England would have fince incurred two hundred 
million of public debt ; and if that misfortune had not happened, 
Mr. Pelham would have been exceedingly wrong. 

He concluded with ſaying, that though theſe were his preſent 
ſentiments, he could wifh to hear the opinion of gentlemen better 
verſed in the ſubject, and therefore he was for committing the 
bill. Mig 


Sir Fxeptricx FLood ſaid he was againſt reducing intereſt : 
as a proof that money could not be had lower than fix, he aſſured 
the Houſe, that Lord Mansfield had a very large ſum on land in 
Ireland, at that rate. 5 ; 

Mr. HarTLEy ſaid he had ever conſidered money as a commo- 
dity, which would find its own level; he had not heard any argu- 
ment urged for reducing the value of it, which applied at all to 
the fact, or which in his opinion ought to be admitted as a rea- 
ſon for reducing that value below its natural level. It had been 
urged, that the intereſt on the public debt had been reduced; this 
he allowed; but that reduction had been purchaſed by two lotte- 
rics, worth x14,000l. a ſum, which, in his opinion, would have 
been better applied in reducing ſo much of the principal. He 
aſked, could the reduction of intereſt bring any money into the 
country? He believed it would have the contrary effect; and 


once gone, money would be diverted into channels, from whence 


it would never again return. He defired the Houſe to recollect, 
that during the laſt war, England had been obliged to give ſive 
and three-fourths per cent.: ſuppoſe ſuch an event again to take 
place, and that the Engliſh BEAT lent in this country was at 
five ? would it not all be immediately called away? and what effc& 
ſuch a revulſion might have, he left to the Houſe to imagine. 


Mi. Gzirrita faid he would not at ſo late an hour treſpaſs 
upon the patience of the Houſe, but as a fa& or two had been 
ſtated, and very much relied upon, he would take the liberty of 
mentioning ſome facts, which might weigh, and poſſibly prepon- 
derate againſt them. 5 

A friend of his had deſired that he would enquire amongſt his 
Eaft India connections, for a large ſum of money at the loweſt in- 
tereſt for which he could get it ; he accordingly made enquiry, 
and could affure the Houſe, that provided ſufficient ſecurity for 
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the payment of the intereſt upon the Exchange of London was 
given, any ſum, how large ſoever, might be had at four per cent. 
per annum, nay, within the preſent weck, he had lent for his 
friends a very large ſum at that rate. | | 


Mr. PoxsowBy ſaid he thought the ſituation of the country 
not yet 1ipe for adopting the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 


lan; if money was plenty, low intereſt would follow of courſe, 
but precipitation might do miſchief, 


Mr. Corvir i ſaid he roſe to give his opinion, from the ſame 
motives that had induced his honourable friend, [Mr. Hartley] 
with whom he perfectly agreed as to the operation of the bill be- 
fore the Houſe, on the commercial intereſts of this kingdom.— 
He ſaid there ſhould be a legal rate of intereſt, to aſcertain it 
where no contract was made, and to protect the inexperienced, 
the weak, and the prodigal borrower, againſt the rich, avarici- 
ous, and deſigning lender; but this legal rate ſhould be about one 
per cent. above the fair market price, in order that the natural 
operations of trade might not be fettered, and that the eſtates of 
thoſe who live by their money ſhould not be leſſened by the arbi- 
trary dictate of law.— He ſaid he heard with ſurprize the right 
honourable mover of the bill aſſe;t, that the general principle, 
of the price of money finding its own level, was an exploded 
doctrine. From whence does the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of Ireland take ſuch an opinion ?—Has any thing like it ever 
fallen from any member of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons in 
this century? On the contrary, does not Mr. Locke decidedly 
argue on this principle againſt reducing intereſt in 1691 ? Does 
not Mr. Hume, who wrote later, build all his reaſonings upon 
it? and does not Mr. Smith, in the beſt book yet publiſned on poli- 
tical economy, confirm the doctrine of the other two able wri- 
ters? Sir Joſhua Child, although he wrote for reducing intereſt, 
does not ſay a word in refutation of this general principle ; he 


does not mention it at all, becauſe he knew it was againſt him. 


But if this principle be not founded, why does not the right 
henourable gentleman addnce ſome reaſons in the ſupport of his 
opinion? This he ſeems to deeline, but I ſhall not do ſo. To 
ſhew the principle is true, I aſſert, that the price of money finds 
its level, like every other commodity, by the quantity at market, 
compared with the demand; and experience proves this to be 
true. Thirty-five years ago, money was Tent on intereſt on 
mortgage at four and four and an half per cent. at that time our 
four per cent. debentures ſold at 108. What was the reaſon of 
this, compared with the preſent day ?—There was much leſs money 
in Ireland then than now, but the demand was alſo infinitely leſs, 
which was the cauſe of the low price. Suppoſe the right honour- 
able entleman had been miniſter at that time, he would certain- 
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ly have had much better grounds for his reducing the legal rate of 
intereſt to ſix per cent. than at preſent.— See what would have 
been the fatal conſequence to Ireland. The war of 1755 brought 
the three per cents. in England to fifty-fix.—Would any man 
lend money in Ireland to improve your lands, to eſtabliſh manu. 
factures, or extend commerce, at five per cent. when the Engliſh 
funds not only paid a better intereſt, but gave you a proſpect 
almoſt of doubling your capital on the concluſion of peace? 
Surely not. | | 

Again, Sir, the legal intereſt has been a long time in England 
at five per cent. which ſhews in that country that money muſt 
find its natural level, even at the high expence of violating the 
law, while the Government there is obliged to purchaſe it at that 
high expence ; for who can deny, that during the American and 
preceding war, Britain borrowed money to an immenſe amount 
at five and a half, fix, fix and a half, ſeven, and ſeven and a half per 
cent.? But, Sir, I can quote a more undeniable proof {till of my 
general principle: In 1716, in the third year of Geo. I. an act 
paſſed, for redeeming ſeveral funds, &c.“ - 

The ſhort hiſtory of the buſineſs is this: Government wanted 
ro borrow two millions and a half; application was made to the 
Bank, and the directors agreed to lend the money, but on this 
condition, that an act ſhould be paſſed to enable them to borrow 
money above the legal rate; and in the law I have mentioned, a 
clauſe will be found impowering the Bank to borrow money at 
ſuch rate as it ſhall think fit, although it exceeds” the intereſt 
allowed by law. | | 

So far I have ſhewn that law cannot keep intereſt under its 
natural price; and J have mentioned one inſtance to ſhew, that 
when there was no demand it fell to four per cent. in Ireland, 
although the legal intereſt was fix per cent. I will now mention 
ſome i inſtances: Some years ago for a ſhort-period money 
was plenty in London, and the Bank diſcounted ion bills one 
per cent. under lecal interelt. But, Sir, the great proof of my 
doctrine is Holland, where, Mr. Locke aſſerts, there is no law 
to regulate intereſt ; and yet it is a fact well known, that for a 
century paſt intereſt has been conſiderably lower there than in 
England, and perhaps lower than in any country in Europe. 

I aſk pardon for taking np ſo much time to prove a ſfelf-evi- | 
dent principle ; and I am 1 15 to find that fo many able men 
who have {poke this day agree with me, although the right honour- 
able mover of the bil! does not. 

Sir, let Ireland purſue the policy of England; for a century 
paſt her intereſt was higher than in Holland, and ſhe availed her- 
ſelf of loans to a great amount, by which the has extended her 
manufactures, her trade and her power. Let us keep intereſt 
higher than in England, and like her we ſhall improve upon bor- 
rowed money. We have been called poor Ireland, and truly 
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called ſo, wh*:h will more clearly appear when I ſtate to the 
Houſe the nature of the commercial capital of Ireland, and which 
will at the ſame time ſhew, that although intereit is certainly bet- 
ter to be low than high for trade, yet the difference between fix 
and five per cent. is no kind of object compared with the ritk of 
narrowing your trading capital by ſuch a meaſure. 

The Iriſh capital conſiſts of three parts—what the neck 
has of his own (which I ar ſorry to fay is little, and if this bill 
paſſez will be leſs) of what he gets upon inland bills of ex- 
change, at 31 and 61 days, at an intereſt of from fifteen ſhillings 
to twenty-lve ſhillings per cent. but at this high intereſt, wi: ich 
is from nine to fifteen per cent. per annum, he never takes it for 
longer periods, and has, beſides the advantage of having the cath 
given him in the remoteſt parts of the ifland ; and the laſt claſs 
of our capital is occaſional loans of money at ſix and five per cent. 
as he can obtain it according to the market price. This latter is 
a ſmall proportion of the two former, but on it depends (with a 
trader) their ſecurity, vigour and efficiency. 

It is truly the oil (as Mr. Hume calls it) which frees the whole 
trading machine in which the honour and faith of the merchant 
is embarked, with the manufactures and produce of this country. 
Is it the ſeruple i in the balance that weighs down one ſcale to diſ- 


grace and bankruptcy, and all their train of evil conſequences to 


the community, or raiſes the other to honour and to fortune ? 
Will any man tell me that knows this intereſting ſubje&, that it 
is important to buy this oil for 5d. initead of 6d. ? but I will tell 
him, if he prevents the Iriſh trade from buying it at all, he will 
either narrow the commerce of this country, or ruin it altogether: 

Sir, I do not exaggerate ; if money is reduced to five per cent. 
and a war breaks out, the law muſt be repealed or evaded, or the 
trade of Ireland be narrowed or undone. 

And wherefore is all this violence for experiment ? If peace 
laſts, if money grows ſo plenty as to exceed the demand, will not 
money fall in its value as it did thirty-five years ago, and every 


advantage ariſe from the nature of things themſelves which you 


propoſe by the preſent meaſure? What then is the reſult with 
mercantile reaſoners on this ſubject men who judge of rinciples 
by practice and experience? Your bill may do us irrepatable in- 


jury, but can do us no good, more than the natural courſe of 
things already has ſecured to us. 


3 


Before I fit down, I ſhall make a few obſervations reſpecting | 


the principles on which the National Bank was eſtabliſhed, as it 
has been mentioned in the courſe of the debate. —Theſe princi- 
ples were jult and true, and the reverſe of thoſe which ſupport the 


prelent meaſure. What was the conſequence? The orphan and 
widow, and that whole claſs whoſe eſtate is money, were left as 


they hal been, and they did not complain; your merchants did not 
reaton on the matter, they ſaw and felt the meaſure was for their 
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benefit. But how was the reduction of diſcount to five per cent. 
effected? Not by leſſening the ſum of money for the purpoſes 
of diſcount, but by encrealing it. That public money were to 


lie in the bank, a charter was given, and a power to borrow 
money and circulate notes, and the bank agreed to diſcount at 


five per cent. Here was a capital created to reduce diſcount. 

But what is the preſent caſe? You reduce the price of money 

in your iſland, the operation of which mutt be (if it has any at 

all) to leſſen the quantity in the nation, and ſo far produce the 

effect oppoſite to what is defired, and oppoſite to the principle on 
which your bank was eſtabliſhed, | 


The CuAxcLTLOR or THE ExCHEQUER begged leave of the 
Houſe to ſay a few words in reply. He ſaid that though the 
ſubject had been much diſguiſed and to a very late hour, yet that 


as he had flill further reaſons to offer, he thought, from the part 


he had taken, it was better to produce them. He then adverted 
to the aſſertion, that there was no inference to be made from 
intereft on the national funds for aſcertaining legal intereſt, 
This, he ſaid, was contrary to the principles laid down by every 
writer upon the ſubject, who had all conſidered that there was a 
neceſſary proportion between legal intereſt and the funds, from 
the difference between Government and other ſecurity, ariſing 


from the ſuperior certainty and punctuality of the former; and 
they had fixed that proportion to one per cent. What was then 


the caſe? The intereſt of our funds was at prgſefit three pounds 
eighteen ſhillings per cent. while the legal intereſt was at fix per 
cent. He was then authoriſed to aſſume, that in order to keep the 
Juit proportion, it was warrantable to reduce the legal intereſt, 


while the difference was maintaingd which was eſteemed neceſſary. 


He faid it had been mllerted/that legal intereſt had never been re- 
duced till the general rate of "intereſt had fallen; this he con- 
tended, was by no means the caſe, and he reverted to the prece · 
dents on the journals at the laſt reduction of intereſt, when part 
of the national debt was at fix per cent. and the remaining part 
at ſeven. And if, as it was allowed, that Government ſecurity 
was the beſt ſecurity, and therefore the intereſt on that ſecurity 
was always the loweſt, he was juſtified in aſſerting, that in oppo- 
fition to the argument which had firſt made an impreſſion on the 


Houſe, the lowering of legal intereſt had preceded the fall of na - 


tional intereſt. This precedent had alſo diſproved the argument 
that Government had neyer reduced its intereſt to the loweſt ex- 
tremity of the market rate; for the intereſt on Government ſecu- 
rity, from its nature and punctuality, is always the loweſt rate, 
and yet, when part of the national debt was at ſeven per cent. 
the legal intereſt was reduced to fix, and conſequently under the 
loweſt market rate; yet no prejudice was felt by the community. 
Thence he adverted to another argument of the Solicitor Gene- 
ral, who aſſerted, that by the late operation of the loan and lot- 
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tery the Government intereft had not fallen, to which he re- 
plied, that if by an operation of a lottery the four per cent. loan 
had been raiſed to par, and if by the ſame means the whole capi- 
tal was paid off, and a new capital ſubſlituted at three and a half 

x cent. the reduction of the funded intereſt could not be denied; 
and if the three and a half per cents. ſold at go, the reduction 
was more evident, as it ſhewed that 3!. 18s. was the par. 
Having proved this point he went to the principle aſſerted, ** that 
money would find its own level,” which, he ſaid, the facts that 
were ſtated in oppoſition had utterly diſproved For what had 
been aſſerted, viz. that after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, money 
hag been lent on mortgage in Ireland at four per cent. and that 


four per cent. debentures bore a high premium, yet that it had 


not been thought right to reduce the legal intereſt, and that ſuch 
a meaſure would have ruined the kingdom. Now it was on this 
fact he founded his reaſoning: What had led to the low rate of 
intereſt at that time? Government was not then in the practice 
of borrowing. "The ſame circumſtance had taken place a ſecond 
time, and intereſt would fall again, Government does not bor- 
row at preſent, and is not likely to borrow. Intereſt would there- 
fore fink, and he wiſhed to take the earlieſt advantage of what 
muſt in neceſſity happen, Further, if it was allowed that the 
general intereſt was then at four per cent. the reaſonings of his 


. opponents ſhewed, that intereſt ought to have been reduced to 


five, and that meaſure had been only preyented by the improvi- 
dent practice of Government in running in*&ebt. Since that 
period the overplus of money in the market had been uniformly 
ſeized by Government ; by the expence of the nation two mil- 
lions had been taken out of the circulation and the capital of 
commerce; by which drain the ſupply of money was leſſened and 
the intereſt kept up, and the four per cents. had fallen within the 
period from 1071, to 78. What was the caſe now? There was an 


end to running in debt, the overplus of the market was no longer 


ſeized on by Government, the unnatural demand on the part of 
the ſtate. had ceaſed, the overplus of the market was converted 
into new capital, the four per cents. had riſen above par, the 


whole capital of the debt was about to be thrown into circula- . 


tion, and in changing the capital of the debt, go, oool. would be 
left with the public. Money on good ſecurity was now advanced 
at five per cent. A gentleman had ſaid, if the ſecurity were 


punctual, it would be lent at four. There was no danger that, 


Government would again reſort to borrowing, and there was a 
popes of long peace. Was not then a reduction of intereſt 
practicable, and was not the time come? The borrowers were 
already reduced, for Government borrowed no more; by lower- 
ing the rate of intereſt he would reduce the borrowers Kill fur- 

ther, and cut off the diſſipated and the profligate from interfering 
iu the market, and heightening the difficulties of the frugal and 
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the induſtrious. If the borrowers were diminiſhing the propor- 
tion of the lenders to the borrowers is increaſed ; the capital for- 
merly abſorbed by Government mult now be lent in the market; 
90,000l. of the funded capital muſt be employed in commerce, 
If then it was aſſumed againft this meaſure that the intereſt of 
money depended on the quantity aud demand, and gradually fell 
as the former exceeded the latter; when he had ſhewn that the 
borrowers were greatly diminiſhed already, and might be more 
ſo, and that the actual quantity of money increaſed, and its pro- 
portion to the borrowers increaſed in a further ratio; this me- 
thod of arguing upon the quantity and demand for money, inftcad 
of making againſt him, was coneluſive in his favour, —He rea- 
ſoned therefore on the facts of his opponents, He aſſerted there 
was a time when intereſt could have been reduced, which was 
when Government was not running in debt; that the ſame cir- 
cumſtances had now recurred, and that the meaſure was couſe- 
quently again practicable. He acted, he ſaid, on the preſent ftate 
of the country, and in proſpect of its future ſtate. He ſaw that 
from the avowed increaſe of trade, from the ceſſat ion of borrow- 
ing on the part of Government, from the high Rate of the pub- 
lic funds, this kingdom could bear the reduction he contended 
for: and he thought they had no right to check the ſober and 
the induſtrious, by preferring the eaſe of the idle and the diſſi- 
pated : that they ought to 2 every improper interference on 
the money market, and prevent the expenſive and luxurious from 
ſquandering the capital of the country in deſtructive purſuits, 
which would otherwiſe be employed by the ſober and the labori- 
ous for the good of the community : that we ſhould take the 
money of the kingdom from thoſe hands in which it would be 
beſt, and place it in thoſe in which it would fructify. That we 
had delivered our commerce from priſon ; that it was now time 
to ſtrike off its fetters. Gentlemen had ſaid that it would be 
better to raiſe the intereſt to ſeven per cent. than to reduce it to 
fix; and that the trade of Ireland was at preſent carrying on by 
3 internal intereſt from ten to twenty per cent. He ridiculed and 
| exvloded ſuch aſſertions: that the idea of making twenty and 
twenty-five per cent. on trade was prepoſterous, and that it could 
not be carried on by ſuch weans but for the purpoſes of fraud and 
'bankrupty, and ought therefore to be ſtopped. He appealed to 
the feelings of the nation and their commercial ambition; that ail 
thoſe ſpirited exertions were vain in freeing their commerce from 
a foreign yoke, if they were reſolved to enchain it themſelves. 
That we had long enough followed Great Britain; that it was 
time to endeavour at competition and equality; that we ſhould 
place ourſelves on a footing on which we could contend. Gen- 
tlemen might argue that trade ſhould be deſerted, that commerce 
ſhould be abandoned; they might ſhew themſelves tenacious of 
the inferiority of Ireland. He was not alarmed or checked by 
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ſuch opponents; the fears of the timid, and the ſuggeſtions of the 
intereſted ſhould never make him deſpair of his country. That 
the general arguments that had been adduced, had been always 
applied in ſuch caſes, but had not always been ſugceſsful, and he 
truſted would not be ſo now. When was there a time that men 
were not intereſted to raiſe the rate of intereſt? When was there 
a time that it was not a meafure of ſpeculation, where the irreſ0- 
lute could ſtart doubts on the ſubject? He was not terrified by 
ſuch bugbears. He could not be intimidated from offering to the 
frugal, the laborious, the ingenious and adventuring part of the 
community that protection which they had a right to expect 
againft the idle, the uſeleſs, and the profligate. He, could 
not reſiſt giving every aſſiſtance to the commerce of his country 
which it merited. He wiſhed this meaſure every ſuccels, as he 
knew 1t to be wiſe, if it was practicable ; that it was ſo, the 
times demonſtrated : and if it failed, he had performed his duty. 


Mr. ArEXAN DER ſaid there was no man had leſs reaſon to be 
prejudiced in favour of the meaſure than he, he was not a borrow- 
er of money, nor did he owe a fingle farthing, but he had an 
ambition to ſee the commerce of his country extended. He 
wiſhed to ſee the Iriſh merchant . borrow at five per cent. becauſe 
he was conſcious that at preſent he traded under great diſadvan- 
tage; and he was alſo certain, that whenever a merchant could 
borrow at five, a landed gentleman might borrow at four, or four 
and an half, provided he was a man of punctuality, ſo much bet- 
{cr was deemed ſecurity on land; upon the whole, he perfectly 
coincided with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Mr. Brooks (of Donegal) was defirous of having the bill com- 
mitted. He thought the repreſentatives of a commercial people 
would be unpardonable, ſhould they negle& ſo great a means of 
promoting the intereſts of trade. a 


Sir NicyoLas LawLess ſaid that as in former ſeſſions, when 
any meaſure of this nature was introduced, he had always taken 
a part againſt it, and as he now ſaw ſufficient ground for voting 
for the bill under conſideration, he could not poſlibly give a ſilent 
vote on the occaſion. 9 

In former ſeſſions he oppoſed motions for lowering the intereſt, 
becauſe he then thought the nation not ſufficiently opulent to 
rate the value of the hire, whatever money ſhe might poſſeſs, as 
low as the neighbouring country; and alſo becauſe he knew, that 
by the recent eſtabliſhment of the Bank of Ireland, not only the 
merchant and manufacturer of Dublin, but indeed thoſe of the 


whole kingdom, were ſerved at a reduced intereſt ; all good bills 
at two or three months being diſcounted there at five per cent. 


He ſaid, he hoped the Houſe would excuſe his digreſſing a 
moment, to call to their remembrance how much the nation owed 


8 
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to the promoter of that meaſure—a gentleman who then filled the 
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſo much to his own honour 


and the advantage of the nation, and to whom he now with ſo 


much pleaſurè addreſſed himſelf To him the nation was indebt- 
ed for the reduction of diſcount to five per cent. on her com- 
merce, as he made it a neceſſary condition on the eſtabliſhment of 
the National Bank, beſides the wiſe metiſure of inſiſting on à pro- 
per national fecurity at all times eaſy to come at. 

He ſaid that much praiſe was due to a right honourable gen- 
tlemen, a member of that Houſe, and to his family, for their 
aſſiſtance in forwarding that great eſtabliſhment, and that, if he 
might be permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, he thought he might 
claim ſome merit fo the part he had taken therein. 

But to return to the fubje&t more immediately before the 
Houle, he faid, he now thought that the meaſure of reducing 
the national intereſt, might be undertaken without any dan- 
ger. He had heard on a former occaſion, and on this night, 


with the greateſt pleaſure, a moſt flattering deſcription. of the 


fituation of the kingdom, from a right honourable gentleman, ¶ the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer] who, from his fituation, his ac- 


knowledged Abilities, and indefatigable induſtry, was the perſon 


moſt competent to deliver a well founded opinion on the ſubject. 

He laid, it was evident to every man open to conviction, that 
the ſtate now could get money to reduce the intereſt on the na- 
tional debt on much better terms than ever he had known or ex- 
pected. That the manufactures and commerce of the tountry 
were avowedly increaling every day, and that it was a notorious 
fact, that inſtead of ſending money abroad for bread, we receiv- 
ed many thouſand pounds yearly for corn exported. *  » 

He faid he believed, indeed, ſome individuals might ſuffer on 
finding it difficult to borrow money under a reduced intereſt, and 
oc might be obliged to bring their eſtates to market, yet 
he was firmly of opinion it would, in very few years, be found 
much to the advantage of, the nation, and—as Salus, or felicitas 
Populi ſuprema lex eff, be ſhould vote for the commitral. 

That he could truly ſay, no gentleman in the Houſe gave a 


more diſintereſted vote on the queſtion than himſelf, for that 


although he believed a reduction of intereft would raiſe the value 
of eſtates, yet as he did not intend to ſell any of his, he ſaw no 
advantage 4 that quarter, but on the contrary, he had ſome 
reaſon to think he might eventually loſe ſome thouſand. poundsby 
Jowering the intereſt. Wits WE: 


Mr. Buadn faid if they did not let the bill now go into a com- 


| mittee, they were done with it for ever; they had for 76 years 


been labouring under a- diſadvantage of one per cent. they had 
an opportunity of frecing themſelves from it; would they, or 
would they not ? 


LY Rn Di) 
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General CUx NIN HAM. Nothing was ever more ſurpriſing 


than that there ſhould be in this Houſe a gentleman who would 


reject the motion of my right honourable friend, [the Chaneellor 
of the Exchequer] for I think F never heard a more fair and 
honeſt argument, or a more modeſt and reaſonable propoſal than 
his, and therefore I am aſtoniſhed to hear any one ſay, I will not 
admit the bill to go into a committee, where it may be fully diſ- 
culſed, but I will ſhut up my underſtanding againſt reaſon and 
againſt argument; no man has been found who doubts the prinei- 
ple of the. bill; then how will you know the application of that 
principle, but by inveſtigating the bill in a committee? 

I admit that I am one who am not much converſant in finance, 
neither have ] ſufficiently ſtudied all the manceuvres of trade to 
be a perfect maſter of this ſubject but I believe I am not very 
ſingular in this Houſe—the Houſe conſiſts of three hundred 
members, and not to ſpeak diſreſpectfully, I believe if there are 
ten men within theſe walls who can ſay, they underſtand perfectly 
every queſtion debated here, we are the wiſeſt aſſembly in 
Europe; for my part, when I vote, if I ſhould etertain a doubt, 
I ſhall look at the man upon whoſe judgment I can molt depend, 
{the Speaker] and in ſo doing, I think I ſhall vote with my right 
honourable friend [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] whoſe abi- 
lity and integrity is ſo deſervedly reſpected. I know that he has 
uber Mas pains to make himſelf maſter of the fubject; I know 
that. he went to England to ſtudy and underſtand it fully, where 


the very beſt information was to be had, at the ſame time that he 


planned a late event, the benefits of which extend to the whole 
nation. 1 

ee . ; 1 

Mr. CLEMENS ſaid he would vote for committing the bill; 
the principle was ſelf-evident ; the only queſtion that could poſſi- 
bly ariſe was, whether the country was now ripe for the mea- 
{ure ; that indeed was worth enquiry, but the enquiry might be 
made in a committee; for his part, he would take it upon a com- 
mercial principle, and no other; as to the public, it was certain 


the public credit never had been ſo high as the preſent moment. 


Honourable Mr. Axxzsr ty ſaid he was againſt the bill, and 


he moved that it be committed for the iſt of May. 


Serjeant Hzwirr ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Curr ſaid after the very able manner in which the ſub- 
ject had been handled ; after a debate which conveyed more in- 
formation, and difplayed as gyeat talents as any he ever recollec- 
ted ; he was aſtoniſhed at gentlemen attempting to ſtifle the queſ- 
tion, by deferring it to a day on which they knew Parliament 
would not be ſitting : If they wanted any farther information, no 
perſons more competent to give it than the commercial people 
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of this city ; they might be immediately conſulted, and therefore 
he could not conſent to delay. 


The queſtion being put, that the bill be committed, it paſſed 
without a diviſion. 


It was then moved, that the Houſe will on the firſt of May, 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take this 
bill into conſideration. | 5 
Ayes —— — 27 
Noes — 2 75 


The CrancELLor oF THE ExcxEQUuER moved, that the bill 
be committed for Saturday next; which paſſed without a diviſion, 


The Houſe adjourned till Friday. „ 


Frivay, FeBxvary 22, 1788. 


A petuion of the mayor, bailiſfs, burgeſſes, freemen, mer- 
chants, traders and other inhabitants of the town of Wexford, 
under their common ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners trade has conſiderably increaſ- 
ed of late years, and that they annually export corn particularly 
io a very large amount; that their quays, for want of a fund to 
repair them, have by the unavoidable injuries of time gone ſo en- 
tirely to decay that there is not one at preſent to which the veſſels 
can make faſt or load or unload at without great inconvenience, 
except the Cuſtom-houſe quay, and that is by much too confined 
for their number of ſhipping; they beg leave further humbly to 
repreſent that their bar has been for ſome time extremely dan- 
. gerous, and that during the preſent winter four veſſels with their 
loading have been unhappily loft, and that the ſeamen, who were 
providentially ſaved, were reſcued at imminent hazard; they 
conceive that this evil may be conſiderably remedied by the erec- 
tion of a certain number of buoys to be oceafionally ſhifted under 
the direction of ſkilful people appointed for that ſpecial purpoſe ; 
they likewiſe conceive that rebuilding and extending their quays 
may, by narrowing and fomewhat confining the channel of the 
river, aſſiſt in no ſmall degree in deepening the water on the bar. 
To make theſe neceſſary repairs, improvements and ayyointments 
will colt not leſs than five thouſand pounds, to raiſe which ſum 
the petitioners are deſirous to ſubmit themſelves to a temporary 
tax ; they therefore humbly intreat that the Houſe may be pleal- 
ed to bring in, or permit to be brought in, a bill to impoſe for 
the term of twenty years a tax of 6d per ton on every ſhip or veſ- 
ſel that ſhall load or unload any part of her cargo in the harbour 
or river of Wexford ; alio that each veſſel coming into or going 


1788.] * DH. A:T E. & 301 


out of the harbour ſhall, at each time, pay 18. 1d. per veſſel ; 
and therefore praying that the ſum of 18. 1d. received from each 
veſſel coming in or going out of the harbour may be appointed 
for the erection of buoys, and for the payment of the people un- 
der whoſe direction they may be placed; and that the tax of 6d. 
per ton on each veſſel as aforeſaid may be appropriated to the 
purpoſes of repairing, improving and extending their quays. 


Sir RichARD JornsToN preſented to the, Houſe, according to 
order, a bill to amend an act pailed in the eleventh year of the 
reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, entitled an act for explain- 
ing and amending leveral ſtatutes for prohibiting under-therifts 
and ſheriffs clerks from officiating as ſheriiis clerks more than one 
year, and to extend the proviſions thereof; which was received 
and read the firſt time. 


On the report on the tobacco-bill being read, 
Mr. ALExAnDER ſolicited that the port of Londonderry ſhould | 


not be ſhut out from the importation of tobacco; he was ready 


and willing, he ſaid, to admit that ſome impropricties might have 
been committed in that part by ſome perſons dealing in tobacco 
in a contraband manner; but he threw himſelf on the mercy of 
the Houſe, and hoped the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the revenue would pay ſome attention to his preſent ſo- 
licitation. | | 


Mr. BerxesForD ſaid when this bill was in a former ſtage, ſeve- 
ral gentlemen had cemplained that the prohibitory clauſe would 
have been attended with great injury to ſeveral merchants of Der- 
ry, who had ſent orders to America to ſhip tobacco, and in order 
to prevent any inconvenience on that head, he had introduced a 
proviſo, that ſhould extend the time for the importation till the 
24th-of Juge next ; but now that the honourable getitleman had 
fairly and candidly admitted that illicit practices had been made 
uſe of, and in hopes that theſe practices would in future be put a 
ſtop to, he was willing to extend ſtill further that proviſo, and to 
allow the importation to the iſt day of March, 1789. | 

He ſaid by this means he gave the merchants of Derry an op- 


portunity of evincing by facts what the honourable member who 


ſpoke in their favour could only expreſs his hopes of; that if in 
conſequence of the indulgence now allowed them, they ſhould quit 
their illicit practices, and import fairly, then there would be time 
between the meeting of Parliament aud the iſt of March to con- 
tinue the indulgence, and to put that port upon its former foot- 
ing; and on the contrary, if they ſhould continue their preſent 
practices, notwithſtanding the indulgence ſhewn to them by the 
Houſe, they might be poſitively aſſured, from the decided ſenſe 
which the Houſe had expreſſed of their delinquency, that they 
would incur the utmoſt reſentment of Parliament, and be ſubject- 
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ed from thenceforth to thoſe reſtrictions which, at the ſolicita- 
tion of the honourable gentleman who had promiſed i in their name, 
were poſtponed. 

He then moved a clauſe to that eſſe, which was agreed to. 


Sir Hexzxy Cavenxnisn informed the Houſe, that the ſele& 
committee appointed for trying and determining the merits of 
the petition of Francis Saunderſon, Eſq; complaining of an un- 
due election and return for the county of Cavan, have determined, 

That John Maxwell, Eſq; is not duly returned a knight of 
the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the county of 
Cavan. 

That Francis cs, Eſq; ought to have been returned a 
knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this prefent Parliament for the 
county of Cavan. | 

And the deputy clerk of the Crown and Hanaper having at- 
tended at the table, amended the return, by eraſing the name of 


John Maxwell, Eſq; and inſerting the name of Francis Saunder- 
ſon, Eſq; in the room thereof. 


Sir HEXAYCavkxpis then reported the third reſolution of 
the committee, which was as follows: 

Reſolved, that John Maxwell, Eſq; and the freeholders of 
the county of Cavan have leave to petition the Houſe within 
fourteen days againſt the election of Francis Saunderſon, Eſq. 


Mr Dexxis Browns ſaid he believed that no inſtance could be 
adduced under Mr. Grenville's act, where ſuch a reſolution as the 
one now read, had been entered into by a ſele& committee ; he 
ſaid that this reſolution, coupled with the other two, made the 
return incomplete, it invahdated the report, and in his opinion 
the report ought not to be received. He called upon gentlemen 


who were acquainted with the rule of Parliament i in theſe caſes, 
to give their opinion on the ſubject. . 


Here Mr. Saunderſon \ was introduced, ſworn, _ took his 
ſcat. 


Sir Lucivs O'Brien ſaid there was not the leaſt neceſſity 2 
agreeing to the reſolution now read; for the right of petitioning, 


if the party thought themſelves aggrieved, exited without the 
interference of ſuch a reſolution. 


The SECRETA RY OF STATE obſcrved, that there was no other 
power given to the committee by the act of Parliament than to 
try merely the merits of the petition, and he here deſired that the 
petition be read, which being done, he ſaid that the report of the 
committee only went ta the return, and the reſolution offered to 


the Houſe, referred the party to another committee to try the 
merits of the election. 
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Mr. DENNIs Dal x deſired that the minutes of the committee 
ſhould be ſent for, as they contained a moſt extraordinary reſo- 
lution, which was, that counſel ought not to proceed to the 
merits of the election. 


The Arroxx EY GeneRar faid he thought the proceedings of 


the committee ſo very extraordinary and incomprehenſible, that 
he was utterly at a loſs to know in what manner it could be ac- 
counted for; in his opinion the report ought not to have been 
received, and the committee ſhould be ſent to re: conſider their 
report; for what was the caſe? Mr. Saunderſon petitions againſt 
an undue return of Mr. Maxwell for the county of Cavan ; the 


petition is referred to a ſelect committee, and the committee re- 


port, that Mr. Saunderſon ought to have been returned; and by 
the reſolution now offered by the right honourable baronet, it is 
implied, that Mr. Saunderſon was not duly elected; and this re- 
ſolution is founded on a caſe cited in Dugdale, of the return of a 
Mr. Eyre for the borough of Malding. In his opinion, the whole 
merits of the election as well as the return ſhould be referred to 
the committee, and the committee having refuſed to let counſel 
proceed to the merits of the election, but wanted the merits of 
the election to be referred to another committee, and that com- 
mittee perhaps to another, ſo on to ſecula ſeculorum. He de- 
clared that he thought the report ought. not to be received; and 
as both reſolutions of the committee were entered on the journals 
of the Houſe, and the honourable gentleman had taken his ſeat, 
whether a motion for reſeinding that vote would be proper or not, 
was a queſtion he could not take upon himſelf to determine; but 
this he was pretty clear in, that without reſcinding that vote, the 
Houſe had a right to ſend back the committee to take into con- 
ſideration the merits of the election. | 


T2, 


The CHanCELLOR OF THE ExcCHEqQues faid the report was 
not final; the return is decided on, but the merits of the election 
are not decided on ; the reſolution of the committee only go to 
the return, and not at all to the merits of the election; and in 
his opinion, without meaning the ſmalleſt diſreſpect to the mem- 
bers of that committee, there was an inconſiſtency in the report, 


and he, for his part, thought the committee ought to be ſent 


back to try the merits of the election. 


Mr. MichazL SmiTH faid he had not the honour of knowing 
either of the gentlemen intereſted in the bufineſs, but this was a 
queſtion of very great importance, for it was whether the law for 


trying conteſted elections, ſhould be abſolutely repealed or not. 


He aſked if the reſolutions of the committee were entered in the 
Journals of the Houſe ? [Here the entry was read] He obſerved 
that the act of Parliament makes the determination of the com- 
mittee concluſive on the Houſe, and the committee ought to con- 
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fine themſelves to the prayer of the petition. [At his deſire the 
petition was read again.] He now took notice that the return 
only was complained of by the petition, and the committee were 
reſtrained from going into the merits of the election, as the return 
only was referred to them: the petition, and the reſolutions of 
the committee had been entered on the Journals of the Houſe, 


which had been carricd into effect by ſwearing in Mr. Saundei- 


fon. 


Mr. Serjeant Tor Ex ſaid he was for having the confideration 
of this buſineſs poſtponed till Monday. —He ſaid it was a queſtion 
involving not only the privileges of the Houſe, but alſo the pri. 
vileges of the people; and in reſpect to the great ſtreſs that had 
been laid on the entry made in the journals, he inſtanced the cafe 


of a return for the borough of Sligo, where a vote for che return 
of a member was reſcinded. 


The Sorrcrror Gextrar faid he was of opinion that the com- 
mittce onglt to go back, till they found a complete verdict, — 
The reſolution, he ſaid, ſhews that the committee were doubtful 
if Mr. Saunderſon was duly elected or not; by the law of the 
land they were ſworn to try whether Mr. Saunderſon was duly 
returned, and duly elected; he ſaid that if this debate had taken 
place carlier, Mr. Saunderſon would not have been ſworn, and in 
his opinion, as the Houſe feemed to be embarraſſed, it would be 
neceſſary to come to fome reſolution on the buſineſs. 


— 


Mr. Cox x Ax ſaid this was a queſton of law, arifing from a con- 
ſtruction of an act of Parliament; the act was mandatory on the 
Houſe, and the report of the committee was entered on the jour- 
nals, which was final and concluſive, and the reſolution now be- 
fore the Houſe, being no part of the report of the committee, 
totally unconnected with it, and having nothing to fay to it, it 
ought not to be received by the Houſe. 


Mr. Hewitr ſaid he was ready to admit that the report of the 
committee would be final and conclutive, if they had done what 
the act of Parliament had required; and the act of Parliament 

requiring that the commiteee ſhould report their refolutions toge- 


ther, and they not having done fo, the report was conſequently 
informal. 


The Arrox x EY GexERAL expreſſed his embarraſſment on the 
preſent queſtion, and he requeſted that an opinion on the ſubject 


ſhould be given from the Chair, which opinion, he ſaid, ſhould 
be concluive with him. 


The Srraxen gave it as TA opinion, that the return of the 
committee was fiual and concluſive on the Houſe to all intents 
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and purpoſes, and that the Houſe had nothing to do with the 


reſolutions now before it ; obſerving at the ſame time, that it was 
better to ſuffer a partial evil, than to permit any innovation in 
the uſage and law of Parliament. 


£ 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, to take into conſideration the petition of the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Dublin, relative to the police, and for coun- 
ſe] to be heard in ſupport of the ſaid petition, Mr. Serjeant 
Hewit in the chair. | | 


Mr. Mazcus BrresrorD deſired the Clerk to read the peti- 


tion. : 


The petition being read, and counſel called, Mr. Duquery 


ſtated the caſe of the petitioners with very great ability: 


He contraſted the preſent enormous expence of the police 
eſtabliſhment, which he ſtated to be 20,0001. annually, to 
the former nightly watch of the city, which amounted only to 
46171. a year; he proceeded to ſkate that the inſtitution had not 
only failed of its intended beneficial effects, but had alſo pro- 
duced much miſchief and very great oppreſſion, that every pariſh: 
of this city had convened, and without a ſingle diſſenting voice 
had agreed to petition Parliament for a repeal of the law ; that 
it was a law contrary to the inclination of thoſe for whoſe benefit 
it was intended, and who were the moſt competent judges what 
kind of protection was belt adapted to the conſtitution of the 
city. He then ftated the oppreſſion, cruelties and acts of vio- 
lence which had been committed by perſons acting under the au- 
thority of the commiſſioners of police, which were ſo numerous 
that there was no court, either civil or criminal, whoſe attention 
had not been engaged either by trials or actions brought againſt 
police-men, for diſobedience to the laws, and for being guilty of 
the moſt enormous exceſſes. He compared the chief commiſſioner 
of the police to Attila, King of the Huns, who in his irruption 
into Rome, told the Roman people that he had come for their 
protection, when he in fact came for the purpoſe of devouring 
them up. After dwelling with ſome force on the ſeveral points 
ſtated in the petition, and reprobating the police law, by leaving 
the citizens of the metropolis deſtitute of protection and expoſed 
to violence, he ſaid, he ſhould produce 2 reſpectable wit- 
veſſes, in order to ſubſtantiate the allegations of the petition. 


Mr Mazxcvs Brzzsrorp faid it was unneceſſary to produce 
witneſſes, as he was ready to admit ſome part of the ſtatement 


made by the learned counſel at the bar, and if witneſſes were 


called, the diſcuſſion would be a partial one. 


The Counſel, however, was deſired to proceed to examine wit- 


neſſes, and Mr. John Watſon and Mr. Richard Wilſon, being 
Vor. VIII. X 
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examined, proved ſeveral acts of cruelty and oppteſſion perpetrated 
by the police watch of the Barrack-diviſion Mr. Fleming, a 
reſpectable houſe-keeper in Church- ſtreet, gave the committee an 
account of the cruel treatment he had received from a Mr, 
Godfrey, a chief conſtable of the Barrack- diviſion, for no other 
reaſon whatever than for looking into the police watch-houſe on 
the Inns-quay: That in conſequence of the treatment he had 
received, by which he was very near loſing his life, he proſecut- 
ed Godfrey at law, and convicted him, and Godfrey was ſen- 
tenced to be impriſoned for ſix months; that application had 
been made to him by the curate of the pariſh, and ſeveral of his 
acquaintance, in favour of Godfrey, whoſe mother was reported 
to him to be in a flate of frenzy on account of the confinement 
of her fon ; that in conſequence of thoſe: applications he had con- 
ſented to drop all further proſecutions on the buſineſs. He ſaid 
he received 3ol. 108. od. for conſenting to forgive Godfrey, 
though the expence of the proſecution coſt him above 40l. 


The counſel then proceeded to examine other witneſſes. Mr. 
Nathaniel Hone, an eminent merchant, proved the ineffici- 
ency of the protection afforded by the police, his ware-houſe 
having been robbed a few nights ago of wines and ſugars to a 
conſiderable amount; and as there were ſtations for two police 
men in the lane where his ware-houſe was, and in effecting the 
robbery ſome hours muſt have been employed; from theſe cir- 
cumſtances he had reaſon to believe that the ,robbery was not 
effected without the privity of the police man. He informed the 
committee that when he called at the diviſional juſtice's in 
order to acquaint him of the circumſtance, and to conſult him 
upon what was neceſlary to. be done, becauſe it was in the after- 
noon, he was denied to be at home, though he ſaw him in his 
parlour, and on urging to ſee the Alderman, he was treated with 
, rudeneſs, and delired to go to the devil. 


Sir Epwazn Cxor rox moved, that the chairman do report 
progreſs and defire leave to ſit again 


For the motion - _ 49 
Againſt it | . — | © # ah 5 6 


Mr. Secretary Firzuszgkar obſerved, that he had attend- 
ed very cloſely to the examination of the witneſſes, and, what fell 
from them had made ſome ſtrong impreſſions ou his mind, and he 
ſhould therefore move that the chairman, do report progreſs and 
deſire leave to ſit again. ö N 


The committee reported progreſs, and was directed to fit agaip 
on Monday. 


le 


id 
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A petitian of the ſeveral inhabitants of the town and county 
of the town of Drogheda, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the 
chief magiſtrate of the ſaid town has been for a ſeries of years 
paſt impowered under ſeveral acts of Parliament to ſtrike the 
aſſize of bread and to regulate the baking trade thereof, and alſo 
regulate the retail prices of the different ſorts of meal, accord- 
ing to the average prices of grain in each weekly market, until 
by the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for regulating the 
baking trade of this kingdom in general, (ſome cities and towns 
excepted) an alteration took place by which the ſaid power was 
taken from the chief magiltrate there, in conſequence whereof 
the price of bread has been advanced in a proportion of near one- 
eighth more than it would have been fince the commencement of 
the ſaid act, according to the middle price of grain, which is 
a grievance kw felt by the numerous manufacturers and poor 
inhabitants of faid*town and neighbourhood; and therefore pray- 
ing the Houſe to take the ſame into conſideration, and paſs a law 
that may operate there with reſpect to the baking trade and retail 
prices of meal, ſimilar to the laws now in force for regulating ſaid 
trade in the cities of Dublin or Cork. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
on the bill for reducing the "intereſt of money, Mr. Corry in 
the chair. Wa REL Ab L 


Mr. Clements ſaid the late debate which had taken place 
concerning the primum of manufactures, and the neceſſity of 
having that primum cheap, had fully convinced him of the great 
advantage which muſt accrue to a commercial and manufacturing 
country, from being enabled to#get, the uſe of money cheap; 
money, which is the primum of agriculture, trades, arts, manu- 
factures and commerce, and which gives ſuch a decided ſuperiori- 
ty to that nation, where it can moſt eafily be obtained, that if her 
induſtry and natural advantages be in any degree equal to her ri- 
vals, they cannot long ſtand in competition with her. As a 
friend then to the manufactures and commerce of Ireland, he was 
of opinion, that the bill now before the committee ſhould paſs, 
as it would greatly tend to promote thoſe objects, on which the 


national proſperity ſo much depended. 


The time, ſaid he, ig is ſaid is not yet ripe for this meaſure— 
there is nothing which gentlemen are more hable to miſtake than 
the quantity of caſh in this kingdom: when the light gold was 
called in under Lord North's adminiſtration, it was thought that 
forty or fifty thouſand light guineas would exchange all the light 


gold in Ireland; it was ſoon found that ſix times that ſum was in- 
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ſufficient z we have %. going on, cutting them from that day 
to this, and at the preſent time it 1s proved, that two thouſand 
guineas per day are cut in this city, between the National Bank 
and private ſhops, and all this without being miſſed out of the 
.circulation; but the ſtrongeſt proof of the propriety of the mea- 
ſure is, that private perſons and corporations do at this day get 
money at five per cent. The Corporation of the City of Dublin 
pays no more on a large debt, and the Grand Canal Company are 
at this moment redueing their debt to five. 


If the meaſure was not now to be undertaken, when war and 


tumult had ceaſed, when a wiſe and ſteady Government, purſuing 
meaſures of economy, reducing the national debt at the very 
moment they were augmenting the forces of the kingdom, gave 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a laſting peace; when money was 
more abundant in the country than had been known at auy former 
period, and when our commerce, freed from its ſhackles, wanted 
but the aid of this meaſure to ſtand in competition with that of 
the moſt proſperous nations. | 

He concluded with declaring that he gave lis moſt hearty ſup- 
port to the meaſure, from a full e e that it would benefit 
the commerce and manufactures of Ireland. * 


The Pz1mE SErJEANT.—The ſame principle which juſtified 
the reduction of the intereſt of money from ſeven to ſix per cent. 
will certainly recommend the reduction {till lower to five per cent. 
— that is, to benefit our commerce, and place our merchants on 
a par with foreigners, upon which they are not at preſent, It is 
a meaſure that will enable our perſons in trade to bring their com- 
modities to foreign markets, and fell them cheaper—it will raiſe 
the value of lands, and by rendering the uſe of money more cheap, 
will tend ultimately to the promotion of. our trade, manufactures, 
and fiſheries, from enabling ou people to proſecute them with 
vigour and effect. 1 | 

He then deſired the Clerk to read the preamble of the 5th of 
George II. cbap. 7, whieh is the act that reduced the intereſt of 
money in this country from ſeven to fix per cent. which was read 
accordingly.— The preamble ſtated the utility and benefit of the 
meaſure. a | _ F? 

1 thought, faid he, it neceffary to have this preamble read as a 
reaſon for differing with my honourable and learned friend, [ the 
Solicitor General] for whoſe opinion J have the higheſt reſpect. 
With regard to what has been {aid relative to the loan and lottery, 


I muſt obſerve, that I highly approve of the conduct of the 


miniſter, in not annguncing his intention of bringing foward this 
meaſure, becauſe if he had, gentlemen might aſſert, that the ad- 
vantageous terms on which the money had been procured for the 
public, proceeded from an idea of it taking place, which cannot 
now. be urged. | 5 | 
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The firſt object of a reduction of intereſt is not trade—it is to 
put a check to the dealings of the ſpendthrift, and to prevent him 
from encroaching fo far on the circulating ſpecie as to deprive the 


induſtrious of its uſe, who would apply it to better purpoſes. The 


ſpendthrift cares not what price he pays for money to anſwer his 
neceſſities, but the man of buſineſs or merchant, will give no more 
for it than will afford him after payment a ſufficient profit for his 
induſtry—which in fact is a regulation of the intereſt. 

I ſhall beg leave to ſtate, from a writer whoſe authority is uni- 
verſally admitted, his ſentiments upon the preſent ſubjet. He 
fays, Low interelt is the ſoul of trade and baſis of publie credit 
it encreaſes the value of land, and without it it is impoiſible for a 
commercial nation to ſubſiſt. ? This is the principle of the hill 
before you, and J aſk, whether this country is not at preſent in 
a better ſituation for the reduction of intereſt from fix to five per 
cent. than it was in 1731 to reduce it from ſeven to ſix? Who 
will ſay that this country does not labour under great diſadvan- 
tages in the intereſt of money, compared to that which it bears 
in other countries? In Ireland the intereſt of money is fix per 
cent. —in Great Britain it is five—in France four and a half, 
as appears from Necker's ſtatement by the deductions made on 
mortgages; and in England it is a fact of notoriety, that money 
has alſo been had on good landed ſecurity for four and a half per 
cent. Therefore, the reduction of intereſt in this country muſt | 
appear as an obvious matter of neceſſity. If you wiſh to trade to 
France, ſurely you muſt wiſh to have your merchant on a level 
with the merchant gf that country ; you are ambitious of trading 
with Great Britain, and other countries, the ports of which are 
open in common to both—how then can you ever expect to ſup- 
port a competition under the diſadvantages of paying one per cent. 
more for the uſe of money than your rival? 

Conſider the principle of the Yiu in another light. It will 
operate as a filent and inoffenſive bounty on your manufactures 
and augment the capital employed in them. While any other 
bounty would alarm the jealouſy of every other commercial na- 
tion, this, by operating imperceptibly, will not ; and by im- 
proving and ſtrengthening your manufactures, may in future ob- 
viate the neceſſity of continuing all thoſe other bounties for their 
ſupport, which are ſo heavily complained of, | 

As to the argument grounded upon the operation of this bill, 
in calling money from the kingdom, I muſt obſerve, that gentle- 
men ſeem to eſtimate too largely the ſums at preſent in this king- 
dom, bearing the intereſt of ſix per cent. We have no proof for 
determining that there are the monſtrous ſums which thoſe who 
are inimical to the meaſure would inſinuate. 

It is a fixed and avowed principle, that men in trade cannot 
afford with punctual payments ſix per cent. for the uſe of money; 
and yet you are told not to reduce intereſt ! 
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It has been ſaid, that ſecurities at preſent bearing ſix per cent. 
in caſe the bill paſſes will be ſold for five. This is a groundleſs 
objection, for it would have no retroſpeR, and ſecurities prior 
to, will be totally unaffected by it; if they are, it is molt proba- 
ble they will bring a premium. 

I mult mention a conſiderable advantage which the lender of 
money has in this country, and which he has not in Great Bri- 
tain. It is the advantage given here by our univerſal regiſtry 
at. He well knows the value of the ſecurity given here by this; 
when in England he has no ſuch ſecurity at all. The only coun- 
ties in England in which there are regiſters, are thoſe of Nor- 
folk and Middleſex—in all other counties the mode of tranſacting 
this buſineſs is by references to former deeds; which involves an 
enquiry in numberleis difficulties, and cauſes it to end in uncer- 
tainty. In this country the lender experiences quite the contra- 

He cannot be deceived, for by the 7th and gth of Anne all 
deeds mult be regiſtered, otherwiſe they are null and void. 

In the year 1785, when thé Bank- bill was introduced, one of 
the advantages which was ſtated in its recommendation was, that 
it would cauſe a reduction of the intereſt of money, and oblige 
the Bank to diſcount at five per cent. The juſtice of the argu- 
ment has been proved by eee for the Bank diſcounts at 
five per cent. and this bill realizes what the prophetic ſpirit of 
the miaiſter foreſaw at that period a reduction of the intereſt 
of money. | 3 ä | 

Another ſecurity the lender of money has in this kingdom 
and has not in England, is this:—When a year and a half's in- 
tereſt becomes due, he may, petition, without going to any of the 
expeaces of a litigation, bring the matter into a court of equity, 
and get a receiver appiointed on the lands until the intereſt money 
ſhall be paid. 2 
Punctual payment of the intereſt of money I think highly 
worthy the attention of a ſtateſman; and J am happy that it has 
not eſcaped the notice of the right honourable baronet who has 
brought in this bill. So far as it may be injurious to particular 
perſons who may have money to lend, I ſhall only obſerve—that 
property is the gift of ſociety, and ſociety can therefore regulate 
that property in whatever manneꝝ it may think proper. He con- 
cluded with expreſſing his moſt hearty approbation of the bill. 


Mr. Forres declared that he never roſe to ſpeak with more 
difficulty on any ſubject than he did at preſent. He confeſſed he 
had not made up his opinion, but he withed to receive the fulleſt 
information on the ſubject. He ſhould, however, take the liber- 
ty of making ſome obſervations, which, in his opinion, would 
not be totally irrelative to the preſent ſubject. The right honour- 
able baronet, who had introduced this bill, had taken up the ſtate 
of tonnage in Great Britain, in the year 1714, (eleven years 
after the intereſt of money was reduced in that country to five 
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per cent.) and alfo, the ſtate of the imports and exports of that 
day, and the ſtate of the tonnage, and the imports and exports 
of this country at the preſent time, as a criterion to go by, in 
order to lay a foundation for the preſent meaſure. In the year 
1714, the exports of England amounted to 7, 696, 650l.—In the 
year 1786, the exports of this country amounted to 3,729,4811. 
In the year 1714, the imports of England were 5,000,000]. 
which made a balance of trade in her fayour of 2, 696, 650l.— 
In the year 1786, the imports in Ireland amounted to 3, 000, oool. 
conſequently a balance in favour of her trade of 729, 48 1l.; {9 
that the whole exports and imports of Ircland, in 1786, fell 
ſnort of the exports only of England, in, 1714, in the value of 
867, 169l. He alſo ſtated, that in the year 1714, the home con- 
ſumption of England was eſtimated at forty- two millions, and 
the circulating ſpecie at ninzteen millions; and this at the con- 
cluſion of a moſt expenſive, but a ſucceſsful and glorious war, 
The principle of the bill ſeemed to be, to force the money, on 
the intereſt of which a great number of perfons live inactive, into 
trade. He obſerved that Sir Joſhua Child had been quoted in 
ſupport of the preſcnt meaſure z and he ſhould alfo quote him, 
where he ſays, * this country (England) had always lowered the 


- intereſt, when nature had prepared the matter.” He aſked if 


nature had prepared this matter in this country? He faid, if 


you eſtabliſh the rate of intereſt at five per cent. and that the 


landed ſecurity cannot get money at leſs than five, in that caſe 
the commercial intereſt would be materially injured; but if it can 
be proved ſatisfactory to him that money can be had at four per 
cent. ſufficient to anſwer the wants of tle landed ſecurity, there 
is an end of the queſtion ; and he will moſt willingly co-operate 


with the meaſure : But you are now called upon to reduce your 


intereſt to the ſame ſtandard as in Great Britain, who has five 
times your exports, four times your imports, and fifteen times 
vour wealth. In France, he obſerved, Mr. Necker ſtates the 
circulating ſpecie to be 99 million {terl. beſides 24 millions of 
taxes. In Holland, the moit wealthy commercial country in 
Europe, there is no law to reftrain the intereſt of money, for 
from the frugal habits of the people of that country, and their 
attention to commerce, there do not exiſt a neceſſity for ſuch a 


law. He now took a view, flow far this country might be affe&- 


ed by the meaſure now propoſed, in the caſe of a war: In the 
courſe of laſt wat England gave fix per cent. and ſometimes more 
for money, and is it unfair to conjecture, that ſhould ſuch a 
circumſtance take place, but money would be drawn out of this 
country and embarked in the Engliſh ſtocks? This was by no 
means viſionary, on the contrary it was founded on reaſon and 
good ſenſe; and would not this be an injury both to the commer- 
cial and landed intereſt? It had been ſtated that in conſequence 
of the late tranſaction of the loan, and the conſequent reductioy 
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of the intereſt on the public funds, that 200, oool. had been ſent 
into the market, and that from the promiſes made of the intend- 
ed future economy of Government, more money might proha- 
bly be ſet floating? For his part, he was one who paid no very 
great regard to promiſes made by Government on the head of 
Economy ; but what would be the conſequence, if from any un- 
commen exigency, that 200,000]. were to be called in? why the 
landed property, and it is well known that almoſt all the landed 
property of this country owes money, would be moſt materially | 

afeted. He contended it was not in the power of the Houle 
nor of any legiſlature, to reduce the intereſt of money unleſs 
the riches of the country will permit it. He was willing to 
admit, that he approved of the principle of the bill, but from 
every information he had as yet received, and from every atten- 
Lion he had paid to the conſideration of the ſubject, this country 
was not in a ſituation at preſent to reduce the intereſt of her 
money, and in his opinion the meaſure ought not to be adopted. 


The ATTorney GexeraL ſaid upon the moſt mature delibe- 
ration, he was decidedly of opinion, that in the preſent circum- 
ſtances of the country, to pals a law, reducing the rate of in- 
tereſt, would be an hazardous if not a deſperate expedient. He 
acknowledged that to raiſe the value of land, to promote agricul- 
ture, manufactures and trade, were moſt defitable objects, but 
he muſt have the moſt unequivocal proofs of wealth, before he 
could admit that the paſſing of the bill would have; that effect; 
and were gentlemen to talk for ever, the whole of their arguments 
muſt reſolve into this fimple queſtion—Is there money in the 
country at this moment to warrant the hazard of reducing intereſt ? 

In order to prove the riches of the country at this day, many 
arguments had been urged; amongſt others, the increaſe of ton- 
nage, which was ſtated as being higher than the tonnage of Fng- 
land in 1714, when England lowered her rate of intereſt. Now 
let me ſtate, ſaid he, what this fact relative to tonnage really is? 
The whole tonnage employed by this kingdom, including fiſhing 
veſſels, colliers, and evcry ſhip Engliſh, Dutch, Daniſh and Iriſh, 
is ſomewhere about 6c0,000: tons, "as the right honourable gen- 
tleman has ftated ; but of theſe, the Iriſh tonnage makes but , 
about 79,000 tons, whereas in 1784, the Engliſh tonnage only 
amounted to 444,000 tons; look then at the proportion between 
the Engliſh tonnage of 1714 and that of Ireland in 1788 ; but 
that the tonnage of the country foreign or domeitic, is no proof 
of its praſperity, look back at the year 1750, when money might 
be had on good ſecurity at four per cent.; what was the whole 
tounage of Ireland in that Fear? 150,000 tons of all denomina- 
t ons of ſhipping. Does not this circumſtance flaſh conviction, 
that any argumeut drawn from toanage mult be a moſt fallacious 
argument: : | p 
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I am proud to {tate the increaſe of our tonnage ; it is no doubt 
a proof of the proſperity of the country; but no proof can ever 
be drawn from thence, that money is ſo plenty as to admit of a 
reduction of intereſt from ſix to five per cent. becauſe the more 
open and extended our trade is, the more money will it require to 
carry it on, and conſequently the more will the price or hire of that 
money be raiſed ; for otherwiſe, it would differ from every com- 
modity we know, as the price of all commodities is euhauced in 
proportion to the demand for them. 

It has been ſaid, that the experiment is already tried, the pub- 
lic debt is reduced to 35 per cent. but this I utterly deny had 
you advertiſed a loan cf 800,co0l. and had it filled at 35 per 
cent. and had it filled at that rate of intereſt, then the argument 
would have been concluſive. But what is the caſe? You have 
contracted with certain individuals, to reduce one half per cent. 
on your funded debt, and one-fixth on your Treaſury bills; for 
doing this, you give them a reward in the ſhape of two lotteries, 
a reward which they, very well deſerve, for without a very conſi- 
derable aid, by way of premium, it would be madneſs for them 
to enter into ſuch a contrac, and an utter impoſſibility to fulfil 
it; this argument therefore goes directly to ſhew that the in- 
tereſt on the public debt is not 35 per cent.—but juſt ſo much 
more as the intereſt of the firſt value of theſe lotteries to the ori- 
ginal contractors will make in addition to that rate, If you have 
any doubt of what I now advance, poſtpone your bill till the 
debentures at 35 per cent. come into the market; if they ſell at 
par, then the reduction of private intereſt to five per cent. is a 
fair experiment. pe oF | 

It has been ſaid that lowering the rate of private intereſt will 
encreaſe the price of land; Feannot fee how this can be effected, 
except by making money more plenty; and to me, lowering the 
value of any*commodipy is the ſtrangeſt way in the world of 
drawing plenty of it to market. ra | 

There are many circumſtances againſt this country, which in 
the minds of Engliſh lenders, are ſcarcely balanced by the one 
per cent. by which our intereſt exceeds theirs. An opinion has 
gone abroad, I hope ill-founded, that in diſputes of property, 
juſtice is not always done, that men preſume to expound the laws, 
who are utterly unacquainted with the practice of courts of juſ- 
tice, and who do not even underſtand the firit principles of law © 
or equity; that ſuits are not always decided according to. the 
merit of the queſtion, but according to the merit of the parties; 
therefore until this opinion is done away, we muſt pay the addi- 
tional one per cent. or Engliſhmen will not lend at all at the riſk 
of law, the riſk of exchange, and the certain expence of agency. 
England gives one per cent. to Holland beyond the rate of in- 
tereſt in that country, and you, if you wiſh. to ſee your trade in- 
creaſe, mult give one to England. 
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It has been urged, as a proof of our abundance of money, 
that 2000 guineas per day are cut and ſent to England, The 
deſtruction of guineas is rather an odd way of making them 
abound, and would prove the very reverſe of the inference drawn 

from thence, if we did not know that the returns are made at 
Leaſt four times a year, and that the whole capital payed. 1 is not 
thirty thauſand pounds. 

Another argument is, that the 1 difcounts at 8 has 
not the Bank great ſums of public money? has it not the 
money of fuitors and other advantages: ? aud if fo, how can it be 
adduced as an argument? 


Upon the whole I am molt d decidedly againſt the meaſure. 


The Syt ar fall he roſe under ſome degree of embarraſſment, 
becauſe he entertained ſentiments very different from the many 
reſpectable and learned gentlemen who argucd againſt the reduc- 
tion of intereſt, profeſſed to feel, and becauſe he viewed the facts 
upon which 24 had grounded ew _ in a direct oppoſite 
night. 

They back ſtated, that no 8 ever reduced iutereſt of 
money by law, except at a time when the market price of money 
bad fallen below the rate propoſed ; that the legal intereſt ſhould 
always be preceded by au abundance of — and never was or 
could de uſed as a means to make money cheap; this argument, 
he ſaid, was founded entirely, on . and to prove it he 
would ſtate to the committee ſome facts, and from thoſe facts he 
would ſhew, that intereſt never had been lowered in Great Britain 
or Ireland but when money was ſcarge or its price high; aud the 
reafon is, that when mo iſes its true value, or the uſe 
that any induſtrious man a gg of it, it becomes neceſſary for 

the legiſlature to ſteꝑ in for the: — AZ of commerce, to pre- 
vent that, money which ought to he profitably employed by the 
merchant and manufacturer, from being taken out of the market 

by the idle and the extravagant, who are always ready to give a 

higher price for it than the induſtrious man can. afford. 
le would not have gone fo far back as the reduction in Charles 
Il's reign in England, if the honourable gentleman [Mr. I orbes! 
bad not quoted the preamble of the at 1660, for the expreſs 

purpoſe of ſhewing that the value of money had fallen previous 
to that year. The preamble ſays, *© Whereas on freſh memory, 
the like fall from eight to fx in the hundred, op a late conftant 
practice, had found the like ſucceſs,” The hoggurable gentle. 
man ſuppoſes the fall alluded to was à natural fall! of price, and 
that it induced the paſſing of this law. But look to the hiſtory 
of thoſe times: Cromwell'a government had made a law in 1651, 
to reduce the rate of intereſt from eight to fix per cent. this law 
had operated advantageouſly, and in nine years after, at the re- 
| Roration, it was adopted with the Navigation. act, and many 

other of Cromwell's ; but as the Government did not recognize 
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for legal the acts paſſed during the uſurpation, they did not refer 


to this law in expreſs words, but they re- enacted it by alluſion 
and reference, ſo ſtrongly marked in this preamble that it cannot 
be miſtaken. - The words, in freſh memory, and by a 2 cou- 
{tant practice, refer only to 1651, and the obſervance and effect 
of the law of that day. Every body muſt know that previous 
to 1651, England had not for years been in a ſituation to ac- 
quire wealth. 3 | 
The preamble quoted hews ns one thing certain, that the law 
of 1651 had the effect of reducing intereit, and that the act of 
1661 did not ariſe from a natural fall of money, but from a legal 
forced reduction of it. phy i : 
The next reduction of intereſt there took place in 1714, in 
the reign of Queen Anne, from ſix to five per cent; Now what 
was the ſituation of England at that day? She had .juſt come 
cout of a long and expentive war, which, from the report of the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, appears to have Colt the nation ſix ty 
millions, bearing an intereſt of '2,844,000]. being an average of 
above five and a half per cent. Here we ſee a natign reduce the 
legal intereſt to five per cent. at the very moment that the ſtate 
was paying above five ànd a half, Certainly five could not have 
been the market price-of-money then, or the ſtate would not have 
continued ſo high an intereſt on their own funds, nor would they 
have borrowed, as they actually did in that very ſeſſion, 1, 200, ocol. 
by Treaſury bills at 71. 38. Gd. per cent. including premium to 
the Bank; anU*above a million more at 61. 38. gd. per cent.; 
even the anticipation of the land and malt tax was made at five. 
The preamble to the act of 1714 ſhews the ſtate of the king- 
dom and decay of trade, and ſuch vas the decided opinion of the 
good effect to be expected from he forced reduction, that when 
leave was moved to introduce the bill, it was introduted nem. con. 
« that leave be given to bring in a bill to reduce intereſt to five 
per cent. without prejudice to parliamentary ſecurit ; cheſe lat- 
ter words in the title are ſtrong, and though the nation could not 
then, from the high price of money, reduce the imereſt of the 
public debt, yet ſo ſpeedy were the good effects of this law, and 
ſo effectually did it anſwer the general expectation. of the king- 
dom, that the intereſt of the whole debt was reduced in 1716 from 
ſix to five; but it was neceſſary to give the law much more time 
to operate before it was reduced lower than the national intereſt, 
and it was ten years after, to 1726, before the reduction of in- 
tereſt on the public debt could be brought from five to four. 
He then applied to the reductions of Ireland, and ſaid, he 
would begin with the preſent century, and produce the moit au- 
thentic records of the ſcarcity of money at each period of re- 
duction.— The firſt was in 1903, from ten to eight. The repre- 
ſentation of the Commons to the Queen in that year, ſays, © we 


cannot without the greateſt grief of heart reflect upon the vatt 
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decay and loſs of our trade, and this your Majeſty's kingdom 
being almoſt exhauſted of its coin,” yet in that very ſeſſion a bill 
for lowering the rate of intereſt was paſſed. 

In 721, the next period of reduction appears, from the Duke 
of Grafton's ſpeech, that the ſituation of the country was by no 
means the moit flouriſhing, yet in that year, intereſt underwent 
a further reduction from eight to ſeven per cent. The Duke 
ſays, „and although your trade may have ſuffered, and the ne- 
cellary means uſed for your ſecurity, have created ſome extraor. | 
dinary expence, yet there is ground to hope that in this ſeſſion of 
Parliament, ſuch remedies will be applied as will reſtore the nation 
to a flouriſhing condition.” 

The Commons in their addreſs, reply, 

% The decay of trade occafioned by the public 1 and 
misfortunes which have affected the neighbouring kingdoms, hath 

reduced this to a very low and impoveriſhed ftate.”? 
He ſaid he hoped gentlemen would allow him to pay ſome little 
attention to the ſpeech of a Speaker to the Lord Lieutenant 
upon the paſſing of bills, for he would be a faulty Speaker indeed, 
who upon fuch an occaſion would ſay what he did not know to 
be the ſenſe of the Commons; he would therefore quote the 
Speaker's words-'that ſeſſion, when he preſented the money bills 
for the royal affent. 

. + Notwithſtanding our poverty through the failure of trade 
and ſcarcity of money, yet our zeal, &c.” - 
He then adverted to 1731, when the intereſt was reduced to 
the rate it now ftands, at fix per cent. the poverty of the coun- 
try was again the object of complaint. On opening the ſeſſion, 
the Duke of Dorſet laments; the low ſtate of the public revenue, 
and the Commons in their reply mention, the great diſtreſs of the 
nation, by the public debts, and the decay of trade. The Spea- 
ker in his ſpecch to the Lord Lieutenant, ſays, © notwithſtand- 
ing all the difficulties under which this exhauſted kingdom un- 
fortunately hes, by the decay of trade, the fearcity of money, 
and the univerſal poverty of the country, we have provided chear- 
fully, &c. &c.“ 

Thus, ſaid he, it appears throughout, that at each period 
when a reduction on intereſt took place, the conſtant complaint 
was the poverty of the country, and the words © ſcarcity of 
money, exhauſted of its coin, &c. &c.” are as emphatical as 
words can be to denote the very fact I (tate. 

The truth is, that money was ſcarce, of courſe its price bigh, 
and that no natural ſale of price preceded each reduction, but 
each made to lower the price by force of law, and each had that 
happy effect. 

From all theſe facts we may inf, that Locke, Smith, and 
other ſpeculative writers, who are quoted as having laid down the 


doctrine relied on by the other fide, are refuted in that doctriue 
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by experience; I quote experience againſt ſpeculation, and while 
they reſt on ſpeculations from theoretic authors, I ſtand firm in 
the hiſtory and recorded facts of both kingdoms. Their miſtake 
ariſes from not diſtinguiſhing between the price and the value of 
money; the price will be affected by the follies of the moſt extra- 
ragant; the value will be aſcertained by what the frugal and the 
induſtrious can afford to give for the uſe of it. The price may be 
and often is above the value, and a wiſe legiſlature, therefore, 
ſhould endeavour to find that value, and to regulate the price; 
or in other words, the rate of interelt by it.. The preventing of 
individuals to pay too much, is in fact to protect the induſtrious, 
| preſerve credit, extend words, and promote the proſperity of the. 
{tate ; a legiſlature which neglects this conduct, is an unwary le- 

giſlature indeed. | 

I omitted to mention two facts: In 1721, when intereſt was 
reduced to ſeven per cent. Ireland owed 50, oool. at eight per 
cent. and from inability for three years after, to reduce it, was 
obliged to pay that rate of intereſt. And in 17314 when intereſt 
was reduced to fix per cent. the ſtate owed 200, oool. at ſix per 
cent. which it would have reduced long before had the market 
price of money allowed it, | 

If then the fituation of the country, at the three periods at 
which national intereſt was reduced, was a ſituation of ſcarcity 
of money, and if, as it appears, that reduction in no inſtance has 
proved injurious, but on the contrary, the nation has been uni- 
formly benefited by it, what becomes of the aſſertion, that money 
will find its level, and ought not to be limited by law? Is it not 
manifeſt, that money does not find its level until the legiſlature 
firſt appreciates its value, and then ſtrike that level? In truth, 
were money to find its own level as molt other commodities do, 
laws for regulating intereſt would be unneceſſary: it is only when 
it is above its value, that there is a neceſſity for the interference 
of the legiſlature to prevent ſchemers and ſpendthrifts from giving 
more for it than the value; as, upon the ſame terms as to price, 
the ſecurity of the ſober, honeſt merchant, will generally be pre- 
ferred to that of the profuſe and idle. Money is thus thrown into 
commerce, at a rate that will afford the merchant a reaſonable pro- 
fit, while he employs it. | | 

Thoſe who argue, that a reduction ſhould not be made by law, 
until money has fallen in itſelf; and that no law will keep down 
the price of money, argue againſt any legal limitation of intereſt ; 
for if money mult previouſly fall, the law is , uſelefs ; and if it 
cannot prevent the riſe, it is ineffectual; therefore the gentlemen 
tell you, do not make a law till the object of it has been firſt 
attained; do not make it when it can operate; and argue, this 
is not the proper time, becauſe the law might have effect. 

Having, I hope, demonſtrated that the market price of mo- 
ney is never regulated by its quantity, but mutt be limited by the 
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legiſlature; and having ſhewn from your own records, that no 
injury has ariſen from lowering intereſt, even when the country 
was extremely poor, let us now ſee whether many circumſtances 
do not concur at this particular time, to induce the legiſlature to 
interferes and reduce intereſt to five per cent. . 

The public funds are now ſelling at four per cent; all paper 
of goof eredit and ſhort date, is this day diſcounted by moit of. 
the banks in this city at five per cent.—and here I might anſwer 
the argument of my right honourable friend, who ſays that the 
National Bank is paid for diſcounting at five by the advantages it 
has received from Government—by aſking him are the other banks 
paid—yet they do the ſame. He alfo ſaid, the merchants were 
againſt it. There is no man will ſpeak- with more reſpect of tlie 
mercantile body than I will. I reſpe& and eſteem them; they 
are a body 6f moſt. uſeful citizens; but I deny poſitively, that 
they are againſt}; but if they were, may I without offence ſay, 
moſt merchants deal in diſcount; and the merchant who does, 
is naturally diſtracted between two profits; he looks to one hand 
for the profit of trade, to-the orher for the profit of diſcount. 

There may be other reaſons for merchants not coming forward 
to declare their approbation of the meafure now under conſider- 
ation. The Bank diſcounts at five per cent. but ſeldom paper 
- that has more than two months to go. The merchant frequently 
receives paper that has a long time to run, perhaps fix months; 
he charges this paper with a diſcount of ſix per cent.; but when 
it comes within two months, he carries it to the Bank, and gets 
it done at ſive, thus profiting on it one per cent. 

I do not mean fo ſay, merchants who dc eis are of the claſs 
J have mentioned, nor do I mean to cenſure them. Self. intereſt 
is the ſpirit that rouſes individuals to the riſk of trade, and the 

gain is Err ; but it deprives the other parties of a benefit, with- 
out ſerving the ſtate. s fa 

Let me remind gentlemen of the eſtabliſhment of the National 
Bank. In 1779 or 1780, a propoſition was made to eftabliſh 
one promoted the ſcheme—and aſked in this Houſe, would 
the ſubſcribers agree to be limited to five per cent. intereſt ? they 
refuſed, and J oppoſed the plan, with this declaration, that I 
wiſhed to make every bank the means of reducing interelt to five 
per cent. and would conſent to it only with that view. In 1781, 
when the plan of the National Bank was again brought forward, 
I ſtated, as one of the ſtrongeſt motives for it, that it would ſoon 
S's about a general reduction of intereſt to five per cent. It 
has operated ſucceſsfully in Dublin, country merchants diſcount 
there, they are ſubject to the colt of exchange: But let me aik 
you, what right have you tg confine this benefit to Dublin? Hi- 
therto it has only had its effe& in a certain degree amongſt the 
merchants of Dublin, or thoſe who deal through Dublin; but 
certainly this is not juſt or equitable, with reſpe& to the other 
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parts of the kingdom, and if the reduction of intereſt is not ex- 
tended throughout, you do an att of manifeſt injuſtice, and be- 
have like bad politicians, by making money cheaper in the capital 
than in any other part of the kingdom, and tempting manufac- 
turers to ſettle in it. Sir Joſiah Child, who has been mentioned 
in this debate, ſtrongly ſupports the opinion I have advanced. 
He ſays, repeatedly, and in the moſt direct terms, that low in- 
tereſt is not a conſequence, but a cauſe of national wealth lower 
intereſt and you cauſe an influx of money to trade—raiſe the in- 
tereſt, men will draw their money out of trade, and hve idly upon 
the income it will produce by being lent out. Whether this is a 
deſirable thing, in the preſent fituation 9 the country, T ſubmit 
to the wikdom of this committee. 

It has been aſſerted, that Holland never, Ansel her: intereft ; 
but if gentlemen will take the pains to enquire, they will find 
that Holland, by a placart of the ſtates, reduced her intereſt 12 
1640 to five yr cent, —in 1655 to fou—and i in ſome years after 
to three. „** 

But let us compare the, ſituation of this country now with what 
it was when this Bank was eſtabliſhed. 

Look at your linen trade, the people concerned in which are 
almoſt the only perſons, beſides the merchants of Dublin, that 
have profited by the reduced diſcount. of the national and other 
banks. In fix years, which is the period ſince diſcount has been 
reduced at this bank, the linen exported has increaſed in quan- 
tity from twenty to thirty millions of yards yearly. , Look at your 
corn trade—till 1774 you had not bread to feed yourſelves, you 
now export to the value of 400,000]. per annum. 

The great operative. principle of the Bank, is the diſcounting 
at five per cent. and as the rapidity of this increaſe of export be- 
gan with its eſtabliſhment, it is fair to attribute it in part to the 
reduced diſcount ; it is certain at leaſt, that the reduction has 
not retarded it. Why then when a partial experiment has been 
tried and ſucceeded, heſitate to make it general? The trade af 
the whole kingdom demands it at your hands. * 

It is ſaid if you lower intereſt the money will go away out of 
the ee will it go to? Can more than five be had 
any where elſe? perhaps even five could not: But granting that 
it could, what man would go to the expence of removing his 
principal from one country to another at ſome loſs, and without 
any proſpect of advantage? Five per cent. at home are better than 
five per cent. abroad. If then the money will not be taken away, 
the effect muſt be, that either as much money will be lent at five” 
as is now at fix, or the difference will be employed in purchaſe, 
thereby enhancing the price of land; or in trade, thereby anſwer- 
ing the very end propoſed by this pill. 

But they endeavour to alarm you, by ſaying, all the Engliſh 


money will be drawn away. Surely what is here at fx per cent. 
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will have a monopoly at that rate, and muſt probably remain ag 
long as we chooſe to keep it; and will what is here at five be 
withdrawm, on account of the growing wealth of the country? 
If it was ſent in here and ſuffered to continue, what ſecurity of 
property was more precarious? Will it be taken away, becauſe 
we are adopting meaſures for our proſperity, for encreaſing our 
means to diſcharge the intereſt, and rendering the property kill 
more ſecure ? The riotous ſtate of the kingdom, which to men 
abroad may ſeem rebellion, together with the loſs of the dernier 
appeal to their own courts, might well have alarmed the Engliſh 
monied men; but thoſe riots have ſubſided, ſtrong laws have been 
made, and every day's experience muſt reconcile them more and 
more to the adminiſtration of juſtice in our courts. - | 

But it is ſaid that Engliſh money ought to be tempted into 
this country by a premium of one per cent. above the rate given 
in England, and that no more will come into the kingdom.— 
Every reaſon I-have juſt now offered, leads me to believe this law 
will not prevent it from coming in—the growing enereaſe of 
wealth and means to repay, which that meaſure muſt produce, 
will certainly not deter it: But let us examine this argument 
Does it all fructify in trade and make this kingdom richer, by 
fix per cent. upon the whole of it? It does not. believe : but to 
be of advantage, it muſt do more. Is it not an abſentee drain 
upon the kingdom? Nay, how much intereſt is paid fof money 
which never came into this country at all, but was ſpent in idleneſs 
and diſſipation, in places where it was borrowed? _ 

Sir, mortgages are the worſt of all abſentees, for they are of a 
nature that'yon never can tax them. | 

I admit that there is one part of the Engliſh capital in this 
country employed in a manner very beneficial to us; that is the 
money with which many of our bleachers ſtock their greens until 
they can diſpoſe of their goods. But 'will not reducing intereſt 
enable the bleacher to afford his goods on terms proportionably 
more advantageous to his Engliſh correſpondent ? And will not 
this amply compenſate ? Will the Engliſh correſpondent refuſe to 
advance money, when his own trade and profit depends on it? 

Another branch of Engliſh. capital, is the money in the hands 
of various merchants, dealing with them on credit in account, at 
an intereſt of fix per cent. If interett is reduced to five, is it to 
be feared that the Engliſhman will no longer purſue this trade ; 
muſt he rather not concur with the laws of the land, than ſurren- 
der the whole of his profits? | 
It has been ſaid, that England keeps up her intereſt to ſive per 
cent. in order to get money for her merchants and manufacturers 
from Holland. This is the firſt time tiiat ever I heard that Eng- 
land, in a ſtate of proſperity, borrows for her traders : The Eng- 
Eh trade upon Engliſh capitals, and' the country receives the full 
advantage. Is it wiſe then of us to forego a general national be- 
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nefit, for the ſpeculation of trading on Britiſh money? Surely 


no: That country is in a wretched ſtate, whoſe trade depends 


on foreign capital; which in a moment of convulfion or ſuperior 
demand at home, may be all drawn away, to the utter ruin of our 
commerce, and internal credit. Should we not rather endeavour 
to give this practice a quiet check, and promote a capital of our 
own amongſt our merchants? And what means will more cer- 
tainly effect this point than a meaſure which will throw a great 
quantity of money into trade, and raife the value of each mer- 
chant's capital one-ſixth ? WHU | i 
But all theſe ſpeculative evils were foreſeen and urged before 
1731, when the laſt reduction of intereſt took place. Mr. Dobbs, 
member for Carrickfergus, who introduced the meaſure, who 


underſtood more of the trade and ſtate of Ireland than any man 


of his day, has mentioned them as the arguments then relied on; 
he ſucceeded, however, in his bill, and experience has ſince fully 
proved how much he was in the right, and how ill founded theſe 
arguments were. If we can argue from analogy, we muſt ſup- 
ſe them fo now. „ 5 
There certainly never was a time when this meaſure could he 


undertaken to more advantage. The common rate of money in 


England is ſaid, by the oppoſers of the bill, to be from four to 
four and a balf per cent.— If it be a defirable thing to bring 
Britiſh money here, five per cent. is not ſo low as to deter it, and 
certainly four and a half will not tempt Iriſh money away. 

You have the proſpect of a long peace, the balance of trade 
has been long in our favour, wealth therefore flows in annually, 
and this wealth is creating more wealth ; Government too has 
ceaſed to borrow, and this Houſe has pledged irfelf againſt the 
pernicious practice of running in debt; nothing. lefs than fame 
public calamity can defeat that refolution. The tumults which 
the Engliſh called rebellion, but which I would not call by that 
name, are ſubſided, the country is in perfect tranquility ;. the 
reſtored final juriſdiction of the Houſe of Peers, of the exerciſe 
of which Engliſhmen entertained ſome jealouſy, has been ſupport- 
ed with a diſplay of juſtice, equity and impartiality, that has given 


yum ſatĩsfaction to all men. Let me add tog, for thofe per- 
0 


ns who apprehend it will be difficult to get money on loan, if 
this meaſure paſſes, that the increaſe of trade and manufacture 
will bring in wealth, if encouraged by low intereſt ; that that wealth 
muſt either be applied in trade to produce more, or it will be lent 
at intereſt, ſupplying their calls, in the one caſe, or in the other 
creating. an increafing fund of money, to the aggrandiſement of - 
the nation, and conſequent ſupply of their demands. Let me 
alſo tell them, that if by any fatality trade meets a check, and the 
balance turns againſt us, away goes all the foreign money to pay 
it, the benefit of it is loſt ; the evil of it is, a perpetual drain of 
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2 remains. It is their buſineſs, it is the buſineſs of every 
landed man, to purſue trade as the only ſure and permanent 
means of obtaining wealth for raiſing the value of laud, and mak. 
ing money plentiful in the kingdom. | 

Every thing then concurring, and there not appearing the 


| ſhadow of a danger from reducing intereſt, I think this a happy 


moment for adopting the meaſure: - 
Before I fit down, I eannot avoid taking this opportunity, 
the only one | have had, or perhaps ſhall have, of bearing 


my teſtimony to the good ſenſe and utility of the meaſure of my 


right honourable friend, for lowering the intereſt on our funded 
debt. He paid off a large annuity of near goool. a year, without 
the coſt of one farthing to the nation. The meaſure has been 
often mentioned in the debate, and the man who has done it de- 
ſerves the thanks of the community. 


Mr. Grone Poxsoxzx ſaid he had liſtened with great atten- 
tion to the right honourable gentleman, whoſe exalted talents, 
and numberleſs ſucceſsful exertions for the advantage of this coun- 
try, he was happy to acknowledge, though on the preſent queſtion, 
he was ſorry to ſay, bis arguments had not their uſual force of 
conviction. >? | 1 
He faid he had obſerved a look of aſtoniſhment throughout the 
Houſe, when the right honourable gentleman had aſſerted that 
the true time and ſeaſon for reducing intereſt was, when money 
was ſcarce and intereſt high; but he hoped he would be able to 
diſprove the poſition. | 

The reaſoning of the right honourable gentleman, he obſerr- 
ed, was rather of an hiſtorical than argumentative kind; he was 
therefore under the neceſſity of begging the patience of the com- 
mittee, while he went-back to thoſe periods of hiſtory, to which 
the right honourable gentleman had referred. | 

The firſt period referred to, faid he, is the act of Charles II. 
which, as the right honourable gentleman has truly ſtated, was a 
revival of the act of ſtate, which paſſed under the uſurpation of 
Cromwell; but every one knowg that money was not ſcarce at 
that time: that act of ſtate paſſed when England had juſt finiſh- 
ed one of the moſt ſucceſsful wars in which ſhe had ever been en- 
gaged; when ſhe had humbled the Duteh, and was in full and 
undiſputed poſſeſſion of the commerce of the world, and there- 
fore a reference to that period ſhews that ſhe lowered it when 

money was plenty and trade proſperous. | 
I be next period to which the right honourable gentleman re- 
fers, is the reign of Anne, when, though the ſtate paid five and 
a half, the rate of private intereſt was fixed at five ; from which 
alſo the right honourable gentleman infers, that that was a time 
. of ſcarcity of money—that I deny. Queen Anne's govern- 
ment, particularly the laſt years of it, was an unſettled govern- 
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ment, dependiag on one party only, while another party, at the 
head of which was the exiled family, kept Government in conti- 
nual alarm. It was not therefore at all ſurprizing, that people 
choſe rather to lend their money to private perſons than to the 
ſtate. At the time of the revolution, Government offered ten 
per cent. but could not get money; the fact is, that until the 
defeat of the rebellion in 1745, Europe never looked upon the 
Government of England as ſecure, nor thought the King un- 
ſhakable upon his 'Throne ; but let who would be King, private 
debts muſt be paid, and mortgages mult be recovered. LE 
The next point of hiſtory referred to is the addreſs of the 
Commons to the Queen ; but what does that prove? Every man 
who knows the country, knows that there were at that time vio- 
lent diſputes concerning the plantation trade and the reſtrictions 
on our woollen trade; the compact entered into between the two 
nations had been broken on the part of England, and the Com- 
mons of Ireland thought it their duty to keep grumbling, which 


they did until the year 1782; and if the inſecurity of Govern- 


ment was a ſtrong argument for raiſing the rate of intereſt on the 
public deþt, above that paid by private perſons in England, it 
was {till ſtronger in Ireland, where the Government was even more 
inſecute, and was therefore conſequently more felt in all the ope- 
rations of finance. 

It has been alleged, that we who maintain the inexpediency 
of lowering the intereſt, do in fact maintain that there ſhould not 
be any law at all to regulate it ; but we do not hold that opinion ; 
we do not ſay that there ſhould be no law at all to regulate in- 
tereſt ; but we ſay that money ſhould firſt find its own level, and 
then the law ſhould follow that level, but never lead it. | 

Again, it is ſaid, that we need not ſtartle at the idea of reducing 
intereſt to five per cent.; becauſe it is in fact this day at five; and 
to prove this, the practice of the National Bank, which diſcounts 
at five, is produced. Now, when gentlemen come to confider 
this argument, what have they acknowledged? What is diſ- 
count ] s it not eſſentially different from intereſt ?!—Does the 
diſcounter always make his payments in caſh? Are they not 
generally made in his own notes ?—Beſides, is not the diſcount 
always deducted in the firſt inſtance ?—and if ſo, is not diſcount 


a much more gainful trade than intereſt ? | 


But, ſays the right honourable gentleman, you are to conſider, 
that if you do not extend the reduction of intereſt throughout 
the kingdom, you give the traders of Dublin an unfair advan- 
tage over all the other traders of Ireland, for there are but few 
Banks beſides thoſe of Dublin. And pray; from what does this 
paucity of Banks proceed ?—-Is it not from thè poverty of the 
country ?2—Do not the men of Cork, of Belfaſt, of Armagh, 


of Newry, underſtand their own intereſt as well as thoſe of 


Dublin ? 
i 8 


"Jn . 
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If they do, what does the paucity of Banks prove but the 
poverty of the country ? aud therefore it is ſaid we ſhould reduce 
intereſt. | ES 48 £ | 

It has been . that the plenty of money, and the many 
conveniencies which abound in the capital, has a pernicious effect 
in attracting people from the country to come and ſettle here, 


The plenty of money is by no means the caufe, but the impro- 


vident bounty upon corn, the moit abſurd and the molt improvi- 
dent meaſure ever adopted by any legiſfature; a meaſure which 
goes to raiſe the price of lands in remote counties, to an injuri- 
ous dearneſs, and to reduce them below their iutripſie value in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, where naturally they ought to be 
high: a meaſure, the ill effects of which are every day felt, by 
mn the price of corn, particularly oats, greater in remote 
parts than it is in Dublin. - At Dungarvan oats are now dearer 
than in this city. N 
Before he fat down, he ſaid, he thought himſelf bound to hear 
teſtimony to the honourable conduct of the confidential fervant 


af Government in that Houſe, [Mr. Fitzherbert, who, ſeeing 


it a meafure of the higheſt importance had fairly left it to be de- 
cided by the gentlemen of the country, withcut any interference 
on his part. 1 75 % 


Sir Fxancts HvuTcnuinson ſaid it had been aſſerted in debate, 
that the propoſed reduction would procure bans far the little mer- 
chants, whom high intereſt had hitherto excluded. —PFhe v-ry 
reverſe, he wi would be the effect; for, after the reduction, 
the money lenders would not be tempted to lend where there was 
any riſk, 4 cbr 

He faid Mr. Smith had been quoted as aſſerting, that if mo- 
ney were allowed to be lent at a high intereſt, no money would 
be lent except to prodigals and projectors. He obſerved, Mr. 
Smith had only ſaid, that would be the cafe if eight or ten per cent, 
were allowed to be taken, and therefore, in his opinion did not 
apply to the preſent bill; and if thofe called projectors were never 
to be furniſhed with any money, we ſhould have no new manufac- 
tures ;/ no new channels of trade opened. It had been aſſerted, 
that the reaſon why England had not for thefe 74 years reduced 
her intereſt was, becauſe ſhe had no competitor in trade; whereas, 
the fact was, that fhe had very dangerous ones in the French and 


Dutch. The former reduction of intereſt in Ireland, in 1703, 
1721, and 1731, were ſaid to have been attended with good 


effects, and urged in favour of the propoſed reduction. He faid 
in the two-firſt of thoſe reductions, Iriſh intereſt had been fuffered 


to remain, two per cent. and in the laſt of them, one per cent. 


higher than in England; whereas, the preſent bill was to bring 
them to the ſame rate. It had been alleged that one per cent. dit- 


advantage between two countries, in rate of intereſt, was enough 


to fink any trade; he aſked if that were true, how could the Eng- 


"tween fix and five per cent. on one m 
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liſh commerce have ſupported itſelf againſt the Dutch? It had 


been aſked, where would the 200, oool. now go, which had been 
annually borrowed by the Iriſh Government for many years paſt ? 
Mull it not be lent to private people ?—He anſwered no. Thoſe 


who had been accuſtomed to the ſecurity of Government funds 


would, it was to be feared, continue in that habit, and ſend their 


money to the Eugliſn funds. He ſaid, if the practice of England 


or France in this matter, could influence us, we ought not to 
lower the proportion which our preſent legal rate of intereſt bears 


to the price of our land; as money laid out in purchaſe of land, 
brings in England only abont three one-half per cent. and in 


France, only two ene-half per cent, as Mr. Necker aſſerts ; 


whereas, in Ireland at brings five, | | 
As to the intimation which the mover of this bill had thrown 


out, that if we did not graſp at this boon offered to us now, we 


might never again have it in our power, he ſaid he could not think 
ſo ill of miniſters, as that whenever the ſtate of this eountr 
ſhould clearly require it, the miniſter of the day would refuſe it 
be was confident, at leaſt, that could not happen under ſuch a 
Viceroy, and ſuch a director of finances as we had at preſent. 


Sir HEN CavenpisH contended that the Tenſe of the peo- 


| a was for the meaſure, as there was much time given in this 
buſineſs, and there was not a ſingle petition preſented to Parlia» 
ment againſt it. | | 
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Mr. CoLvitie ſaid as the hour was ſo late he would trouble 


the committee with but two-points—One was to ſhew what ad- 
vantage Ireland would obtain in her trade by reducing money one 


per cent taken on the whole of one year's exportation on her li- 
nens and proviſions— the other to prove that Mr. Pitt, who was 
a miniſter as able as he was wiſez could have no intention to re- 


duce intereſt in England from five to four per cent. as it muſt ap- 
pear molt evident, that ſuch a meaſure would militate againſt his 


peace meaſure, of extinguiſhing the debt of England, and in 
caſe of a war would prevent his borrowing money on reaſonable 
terms. He ſaid, for the purpoſe of argument, he would ſuppoſe 


(what was not far from the truth, and would make his calculation 


eaſy and clear) that our yearly export of linens was two millions, 
and our proviſions and other articles, 'comprehending corn, but- 


ter, beef, pork, tallow, &c. amounted to two millions more. 
He faid Hferè were three linen markets in the year, from whence 
he inferred, the return of money in this trade was in four months, 


and he ſuppoſed that one half of the trade only was carried on 
by borrowed money, ſo that he was P calculate the difference be- 
i 


ion for four months, which 


difference amounted to 33331. 6s. 8d. thus four months intereſt 
on one million at ſix per cent is 20, oool. at five per cent. 16, 666l. 
138. 4d. difference ſaved by the meaſure 33331. 68. 8d. only. 
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He ſaid the return of money in the proviſion trade, or ſecond 
claſs of our exports, which he had ſtated, was fix times in the 
year, being computed, on an average, at two months, from the 
time the merchant paid the farmer until his reimburſement ; and 
ſuppoſing, as in the former inſtance, that only one-half was bor. 
rowed money, the ſaying to the merchant between fix and five per 
cent. would juſt be one-half of the former ſum, or 1666l. 13s, 
44. ſo that the whole ſaving by the meaſure on four millions of 
your exports would be 5000ol. ayear, or an ciglit hundredth part— 

one part in eight hundred! He ſaid he did not confeſs that in 
the actual ſtate of theſe trades a great deal of the two millions 
was obtained on Ireland bills of exchange, where a premium was 
paid in the country for caſh, comprehending legal intereſt, and 
the riſk of bringing the ſpecie from the capital, which, to the 
| beſt of his opinion and judgment, for the information of the 
committee, did not, on an average, exceed legal intereſt more 
than 128. 6d. per cent. taking together bills at thirty-one and 
ſixty- one days, and the different rates of premiums paid thereon ; 
but as he took it for granted, the preſent meaſure leaves that part 
of our trade to go on as it has done, his former calculation of 
5oool. or an eight;hundredth part, is not affected by it; and with- 
out ſubmitting to ſuch diſcount (on many occaſions) he did not 
heſitate to ſay, the trade of Ireland could not be carried on, and 
that it was the practice in Great Britain, although perhaps in ge- 
neral not at ſuch high rates: And he further ſaid, that any at- 
tempt to regulate this inland exchange or diſcount by law, 
would be as abſurd and dangerous as limiting the courſe of ex- 
change between Great Britain and Ireland. He obſerved, that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to trouble the committee with a clear 
ſtatement of this matter, as the right hon. mover of the bill, and 
his right hon. friend [the Speaker ] had both delivered an opinion 
very different from the real fact, and yet had built moſt of their 
arguments upon it. . 
In a former debate, 3 firſt gentleman had aſſced How could 
Ireland trade with one-fixth in intereſt againſt her? and the lat- 
ter gentleman has {aid this night, that unleſs we. ſend our exports 
to foreign markets freed from a weight of -intereſt of from ten 
to twenty per cent. it cannot ſubſiſt. The committee. will judge 
how well founded theſe right hon. gentlemen are in their facts, 
vrhen one ſtates one- ſixth in of an eight hundredth part, and 
the, other ſtates 10l. to 2ol. per cent. inſtead of 128. 6d. per 
cent. . "7 

He obſerved, that-it was very dangerous to interfere with the 
natural courſe of trade, of which the merchant was the beſt 
judge; and if by tampering with the commereial capital of the 
kingdom, it was narrowed or impeded, fatal conſequences would 

really take place, by obliging the manufacturer to ſell his linen, 
and the farmer his produce, at very reduced rates; deſtroy the 
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circulation of inland bills on one hand, and prevent loans of mo- 
rey to your merchants on the other, by an unnatural low rate of 
intereſt, and half the trading capital on credit of the nation is 
gone; the competition between the poor and rich merchant is at 
an end, the latter has the whole market to himſelf, and then in- 
deed your farmers and manufacturers may receive one-ſixth, or 
ten to twenty per cent. a lower price for their merchandize, and 
realize the wiſhes of the right hon. gentleman, by ſending it 
cheaper to foreign markets. If the landed intereſt of the king= 
dom deſire ſuch a confequence, I affure them, ſuch rich merchanty 
* 
as we have cannot make any objection to it, if they look no fur- 
ther than their own immediate intereſt. * 
He ſaid he would now conſider how far it was probable that 


the Britiſh miniſter would reduce the legat rate of intereſt in Eng- 


land to four per cent. and if he could prove that he would not, it 
would compel the friends of the preſent meaſure to ſhift their 
ground from Queen Anne's reign to the preſent time, and to 
prove that at preſent we are as rich as NINE, and can bear an 
equal low rate of intereſt. 
He ſaid the neceſſary and moſt farcwitts meefire of Mr. Pitt's 

adminiſtration (whilſt peace continued was to pay off and extin- 
guiſh as much of the enormous debt of the nation as he poſſibly 


could, and to lay the foundation to obtaig plenty of metey, in 


caſe of a war, on reaſonable terms. 
To lower the rate of intereſt to four per cent. would equally 


operate againſt both of theſe deſirable purpoſes. 


Reſpecting the firſt, the three per cents. are 76l.; if he low- 
ered intereſt to four per cent. they ſhould by circulation riſe one- 
fifth, or to ninety-one ; but as many thigs mult interfere to pre- 
vent the actual price from following this rule exactly, I ſhall only 
ſtate that ſuch a meaſure in England would raiſe the three per 


cents. ten per cent. or to 86l.; and here he obſerved, that low- 


ering the intereſt in Ireland will affift this effect, by preventing 


Engliſh money from coming to us, and by carrying other monies 
out of the kingdom to the funds 


Now, ſuppoſe by buying up ſtock at the market price, which 


is the mode adopted, that Mr. Pitt pays off ten millions in ten 


years, is it not as clear as the ſun, leaving compound calculation 
out of the YO that it would coſt the nation one million 
more ? 

- Onthe cher hand, ſuppoſe he actually FC tegube intereſt to 
four per cent. this preſent ſeſſion, and wants to borrow money ten 
years hence on the breaking out of a war, the conſequence muſt 
be, if a low intereſt has any effect at all, to leſſen the lendable 
money in England, and conſequently when he comes to borrow 


he muſt pay a higher price for'it. 


If a private man owed 20, oool. would be not find it much ea- 


her to TS: 2201 and pay off the debt, by buying up the de- 
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mands of his creditors at 158. in the pound rather than of 178, 
as be would find it much better, in cafe he wanted to borrow 
fuck a ſum, to have two lenders at market inſtead of one? 

He ſaid, he infilted more on this argument, as it had been ſo 
confidently ſaid, England was about to reduce the legal rate of 
intereſt, which he confeſſed would remove many of his objections 
to its being done here. 

He concluded by ſaying, theſe arguments were unanſwerable 
as to the conduct of England, The Btitiſh miniſter, he was 

fident, would be as great in war as he had proved himſelf to 
2 WHE in peace, and would never think of a meaſure that could 
not beneſit the nation, but muſt effectually r and fruſtrate 


boy own future r 


5 The CaanczLles or ur Excnzqyzs ſaid riſing, tat chat 
very late hour, it was not his intention to trouble the committee 
long; but from what had been ſaid in the courſe of the debate, it 
appeared to him that ſome gentlemen, doubrleſs from a liberal 
and good-natured turn of mind, were extremely. anxious to pre- 
vent the nation from acquiring a very great benefit, left a few in- 
dividuals might thereby, zeap ſome advantage z yet thoſe gentle- 
men had been able to offer nothing which might not have been 
urged againſt the eſtabliſhment of the National Bank; a meaſure 
which as ſtrongly marks the wiſdom of the right bons gentleman 
{the Speaker] who promoted it, as the ſupport which he gives 
to the preſent meaſure marks his upright. and diſintereſted zeal for 
the welfare, of mme. and his perfect knowledge of the true 
intereſt of Ireland. | 
It has been argued, "id bea a0 f my right hon, friend had af- 
ſexted, that a time of ſcarcity: er was the moſt proper 
time for the reduction of intereſt. My right hon. friend made 
no fuch aſſertion 3 he e va > 4 the molt incontrovertible re- 
cords, that the meaſure of lowering intereſt had ſucceeded even 
in times of great- ſcarcity of money, and he argued a fortiori, 
| that there could Be-no —— of its ſuccaſs now in time of plenty. 
The argument of a tottering Government. urged by an hon. and 
learned gentleman, canyat be now applied. The e nd the 
people have now but one common intereſt - they are ſo in epara- 
bly connected now, that one cannot be ſhaken without moving 
the other—the good fortune of the Crown and that of the peo- 
ple naw go hand in hand and proſper together, not as erly, 
len 77 misfor tunes of the Crown induced the misfortune of the 
7 right Low. trend: has fo fully 8 every objection that 
has been made, and his arguments ſtand fo firm and immoveable, 
that I do not᷑ think it at all neceſſary for,me to ſay a word in ſup- 
port of what he has urged; I ſhall only therefore take notice of 
Part of what has ſince fallen, the anſwer to which he has not an- 
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ticipated, as in general he has done the anſwer to 2 rational 

argument; but no man indeed could have ſuppoſed ſuch a mode 
of arguing would be followed. —It was ſaid the Commons 
thought it their duty to keep grumbling and grumbling about the 
reſtrictions on trade, and complaining of poverty, though it was 
intimated their poverty was unreal — Sir, the fact was otherwiſe z 
the kingdom was in a moſt miſerable ſituation, as appears not on- 
ly from the language of the Commons, but. the language of the 
Chief Governors to whom thoſe Commons addreſſed themſelves. 
Were the Chief Governors intereſted to make the country appear 
oor ? or did they think it their duty to keep grumbling for want 
of trade? No; the truth is, the trade of the country was ex- 
ceedingly low; intereſt was reduced, and trade recovered, 
The argument drawn from the comparative view of tonnage 

has been controverted,; but look at the . tonnage of Ireland, 
that part of it which is merely Iriſh, and ſtated much un- 
der its rate at abaut $0,000 . tons, compare this with the 
444, 00 tons poſſeſſed by England, Scotland and America 
for they were all included) in 1714, when England reduced her 
iatereſt, then compare the population and extent of theſe coun- 
tries with Iteland and ſee whether at this day Ireland has not 
nearer her proportion than is imagined: But why has ſhe not 
more? becauſe in a buſineſs ſo weighty and extenſive as ſhip- 
building, intereſt makes a material article; by keeping up the 
rate of intereſt Ireland has almoſt totally loſt that trade, and has 
given great part of her carrying trade into Engliſh hands, rob- 
bing herſelf of thoſe advantages which nature has beitpwed upon 

Upon the whole, Sir, no min has controverted the policy or 

principle of the meaſure hut they ſay, let os ſee money firſt fall 
to its lxvel Will that day ever come ; I ſhew them every ſymp- 
tom of an extended commerce - every proof of encreaſing riches 

—every outward and viſible ſign of proſperity but ſtill they an- 
ſwer where is the money? „ of me Ons 

I know that the fituatwn of the country is at this moment. 

ripe for the meaſure ; and. it comes td this queſtion, whether you 
will indulge the wiſhes of extravagant individuals to borrow mo- 
ney in England at an high intereſt, to ſpend in England? or 
whether you will give that aid to the commerce of your country 
which ngw you have an opportunity of doing? 5 


Mr. KEARxE ſaid that he did not riſe at that late hour to 
argue the queſtion, but to ſay, that he had heard nothing in the 
courſe of the debate to change his opinion, which was, that mo- 
ney would find its own value; an opinion founded on what would 
have much more weight with every man, than the authority of 
any writers however eminent; an opinion founded on an in- 
cont rovertible fact, that the market rate of intereſt on the ſame 
kind of ſecurities falls and riſes in every country, without any 
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change in the legal rate of intereſt, and that almoſt in every coun- 
try in Europe, Government have been obliged at different times 
to give a conſiderably higher rate of intereſt than the legal one. 
He ſaid that a difference had been made by ſome of the ſupporters 
of the meaſure, between the value of money in trade, and the 
price of it ; for his part he acknowledged that he was ignorant 
what money would produce in any kind of trade, and he believed 
that there were very few in that Houſe who knew any thing of the 
matter; but that the author of the enquiry into the wealth of 
nations, computed the average produce of the money in trade in 
England, at about ten per cent. There were, he ſaid, two 
aſſertions made by the principal ſupporters of the bill, which he 
could not reconcile, the firſt was, that the trade of Ireland had 
increaſed of late very conſiderably, and that there was every ap- 
pearance that it would become ſtill greater. The next aſſertion 
was, that it was impoſſible for us to enter into a competition with 
other countries, until we reduged- the tate of intereſt here to a 
par with theirs, though it ;- is ap f that we have done ſo be- 
fore, with the ſame diſadvantagè in point of intereſt of money, 
He rejoiced, he ſaid, as much as any one, at the increaſe of our 
trade, but for that very reaſon he was againſt making experi- 
ments, and begged leave to remind the committee of the whole. 
fome caution conveyed to poſterity on the Italian's tombſtone, 
« I was well, I would be better, and that brought me here.” 

The queſtion was then put that the Chairman do now leave the 
chair. RTE . 

Noes | „ 1 — 94 | 

The committee the; went through the bill, an having agreed 
to fill up the blank for the day on which the reduction com- 
mences, with September 29, 1788, they adjourned, and the 
' Houſe reſumed. - - SW | 


is 


—— — 
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A petition of the Truſtees and Creditors of Robert Brooke, 
Eſq; with a plan annexed, unanimouſly agreed on at a general 
meeting at the Royal Exchange, the 25th day of Januaty, 1788, 
John Latouche, Eſq; in the chair, was preſented to the Houle 
and read; ſetting forth, that an a& of Parliament paſſed in the 
twenty -ſixth year of his Majeſty's reign, the object of which was, 

that truſtees ſhould be appointed, in whom all the eſtates and 
effects of Mr. Brooke ſhould be inveſted, and that his perſon 
ſhould be freed from the demands of his creditors ; that the ma- 
nufactures carrying on at Proſperous ſhould be continued, and 
that other perſons ſhould be induced to embark therein; and it 
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was alſo enacted that 10, oool. ſhould be paid into his Majeſty's 
Treaſufy on the iſt of January, 1787, and a further ſum of 
6o000l. on the-24th of June, 1794, and the private creditors of 
the ſaid Brooke were to have the benefit of the reſidue of the 
produce of his eſtates and effects; that the deed ſpecified in the 
laid act, for veſting all the eſtates and effects of the faid Brooke 
in truſtees has been executed by him and his creditors, and in 
conſequeuce thereof the ſaid Brooke has been freed: from all 
claims of his creditors by the ſaid act; that the manufactures at 
Proſperous have been continued; that the truſtees have induced 
other perions to embark largely therein upon their own account 


but that the truſtees, from want of property, have not been able 


to pay the 10,000]. into the treaſury, or to make any dividend 
to tne private creditors, to whoin it appears there is more than 
60,0001. due; that the, txuſtees have with much trouble, and a 
great perſonal riſk, ſupported the eſtabliſhment at Proſperous, 
which muſt otherwiſe have hegu totally deſtroyed by the failure 
of Mr. Brooke; that the buildings have been kept in repair and 
prevented from fallingainto rpinzand are all at this day occupied; 


that the raachinery hag been all put into good condition, and is 


fully employed ; that the houſes and ground leaſed by Mr. Brooke 
have been ſet for one year, and that there are now-at leaſt one 


hundred and fixty looms; and one thouſand perſons employed 
there; that a ſupply of pure water has been procured, and the 
dying, printing, bleaching, cutting and finiſhing, as well as card- 


ing, ſpinning and weaving, are all carried on to great perfection 
by perſons well experienced therein, inſomuch that very reſpecta- 


ble manufacturers in Dublin find thejr account in ſending raw 


cotton from Dublin to Proſperous, to have the ſame cheap and 
well manufactured, whereby all the poor working people in this 
eſtabliſhment are fully employed, and derive-from thence a com- 
fortable ſupport for themſelves and their numerous families; that 
the inhabitants of Proſperous were indorſers on bills drawn by 
Mr. Thomas Digby Brooke on Robert Brooke, to a conſiderable 
amount in value, and by the death of the one, and the failure of 
the other, the holders of theſe bills fell upon the indorſers, who 
being debarred by the act of Parliament from reſorting to Mr. 
Robert Brooke, were under the preſſure of theſe bills brought 
into great diſtreſs, and unable to carry on the manufacture to 
employ the working people; the truſtees and creditors were 
therefore under the neceſſity of advancing the ſums of 450). 
600l. tool. and 100l. to ſundry manufacturers, upon mortgages 
of the buildings and improvements made by themſelves at Proſ- 
perous, to enable them to proceed on their own account; that 
in conſequence of the inhabitants and manufacturers at Proſperous 
being ſo deeply involved in Mr. Brooke's failure, the truſtees 
have been hitherto prevented from recerving any rents from them, 


whilit ejectments have been brought by the landlord of other 


* 
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leaſehold intereſts of Mr. Brooke, adjacent thereto, for recovery 
of rent due thereon, and elegits have alſo. been iſſued by creditors | 
whoſe judgments were prior to Mr. Brooke's recognizance to 
Government, againft Mr. Brooke's eſtates in the county of Caran 
and King's county, fo that unleſs ſome effectual meaſures are now 
taken al muſt Fall fo ruin; that ſhould an extent now iſſue by 
Government, to cover. the effects and ſell the property of Mt. 
Brooke, the creditors would be exceedingly injured, the manu- 
facture at Profperous loſt, the maſigr manufacturers undone, and 
the poor working people drove to the capital to ſeek for employ- 
ment, the good intentions of the legiſlature in the encouragement 
of this important eſtabliſhment entirely defeated, and all the pains 
taken by the truſtees to preſerve it from being rendered uſeleſe, 
and under all theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances the ſum which could 
thereby be obtained for the public would be very inadequate; 
that they beg leave humbly to ſubmit theſe circumſtances to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, humbly obſerving that the longer 
things remain if the preſent ſituation the worſe they will become; 
that the only effectual means they can now deviſe to preſerve an 
eſtabliſhment deemed of national importance, is, that the pay- 
ment of the ſum due by Mr. Brooke to Government be remitted, 
on condition that the preſent truſtees, or, any new truſtees ap- 
pointed By Parliament, ſhould apply the money ariſing from the 
fale of his eſtates ii the ſupport of the manufactures at Proſpe- 
rous, according to the annexed plan. By this means, although 
the public will not obtain the value now due to them, nor the cre- 
ditors now diyide any of the effects among them, yet the good 
une, 2 in the * of the manufac- 
tures at Proſpero wilhgh villthereby be carried fully into effec, and 
be certainly IRA permar n —. the place of a 
| ntleman carry ing on he manufacture not experienced therein, 
Frequently in want of public aid, perſons well acquainted with 
the trade, depending ſolely om their own induſtry, and not re- 
quirin affiſtance from the public, will have the direction of this 
eſtabliſhment and therefore praying the protection of the Houſe 
to preſervethiseſtabliſhment from ruin, which has been ſo very 


expenſive to the public and to individuals. 


A plan for rendering permanent the eſtabliſhment of the manu- 

lactures at Pioſperous. i | 

That Truſtees be now appointed by Parliament, impowered to 

' ſell Mr. Brooke's eſtates in the county of Cavan and King's 
county, and that the refidue of the money ariſing therefrom, 
after payment of ſuch judgments as were prior to the recogni- 
zance to Government (if found neceſſary) do form a fund for the 
promotion of the manufactures at Proſperous. 


That the truſtees do procure a perſon who will open in Dublin 
a houſe for the ſale of Proſperous manufactures (by wholeſale) 
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and place the above funds in his hands, on his giving folvent ſecu- 
rity for the principal intereſt. bY | 

That the faid perſon do advance the manufacturers two-thirds 
of the value of the goods they fhall lodge in faid houſe at the 
time of depoſiting, and the remainder when fold, charging his 

commiſſion and intereſt for the money he advances, - © 

No goods to be admitted inte ſaid houfe but ſuch as ſhall be 
examined by a {worn infpe&or, and found to be well manufac- 
tured ; the price to be fixed by the maker. No more aſked, and 
no leſs than a piece to be ſold. . 

A yearly ſettlement to be made by the truſtees ; and after 
deducting the rent of Proſperous and all charges from the rents 
obtained for the houſes, &c. and the intereſt of the money ad- 
vanced to the perſon who keeps the ware-hpuſfe in Dublin, the 
balance to be divided among the'creditors in proportion to their 
demands, each creditor firit proving his debt on,oath to the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſaid truſtees, and receiving a transferable debenture 
from the truſtees for each 100l. 3 | 
That by adopting this plan the manufacturers, who, are now 
very poor, will then be able fully to employ the working people 
and pay the rents, as the advance, of two: thirds of the value of 
the goods to the manufacturers wilFenable them to carry on trade 
in a proper manner, and the ee they will thus re- 
ceive will induce other manufacturers to remove there from Dub- 
lin, &c. to ſhare thoſe advantages which they cannot obtain elſe- 
where, which muſt encreaſe the rents at Proſperous, promote tlie 
intereſt of the creditors, and render theeftabliſhment permanent. 

Signed border, 
Jog Rack, clerk to the truſtees. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill to amend an act paſſed in the 25th year of his Ma- 
jeſty's reign, entitled an act to ameud an act paſſed in the 12th 
year of his late Majeſty George I. entitled an act for better regu- 
lating the office of ſheriffs, and for aſcertaining their, fees, for 
ſuing their patents and paſſing their accounts, and far extending 
the proviſions thereof; wich was received and read the firſt time, 


Sir Fxeperickx FLoon faid that a certain right honourable 

_ gentleman. had got leave to bring in a well known bill by a ſmall 
majority zithat he heard it was to be ſimilar to that which had been 
introduced the four preceding ſeſſions, and as often rejected; that 
as gentlemen would be going down to the aſſizes immediately, he 
thought it neceffary to give notice, that if the bill was not brought 
in by Wedneſday next, that he ſhould make a motion for diſ- 
charging the order; and this he conſidered ag indiſpenfably neceſe 
fary to quiet the minds of the people. 25 


Mr. GaRDixER ſaid that there were not worſe roads in the 
univerſe than the avenues leading into this great city ; that it was 


1 
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a long bill, and not only Nied time for the drawing it up, 
dut the committee appointed for that purpoſe ſhould not be pre- 
cipitated, in order that.the whole might be as unexceptionable as 
poſlible. That he could aſſure the honourable baronet, the in- 
tended bill differed very much from any ofthe former, and that 


as to quieting the minds of the people, he nppeted he meant the - 


people of the county of Wexford. 


It was agreed that the- bill ſhould be preſented on Saturday 


next. 


Mr. Baowrxe (of the College) moved it to be a clauſe of in- 
ſtruction to the committee on the bill for amending the Police-law, 
that ſuch police men as take any perſon or perſons into cuſtody, 
ſhall be obliged to tell their names, if required, to thoſe taken 
into cuſtody, that they may ſeek redreſs if illegally apprehended, 
or improperly treated. —Ordered. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the petition of 
the inhabitagts of the city of Dublin againſt the Police eſtabliſh- 
ment, Sir Nicholas Lawleſs in the chair. 1 


Sir Ewan CRorro mentioned what, he ſaid, was a mb | 


| glaring piece of remiſſneſs, or rather worſe, t. iat happened the 


ht before, when a police man abſolutely" refuſed to give any 


x” a when called on, though a robbery was perpetrating con- 
tiguous to his ſtand, and very diſagreeable conſequences enſued. 


Counſel being called in, Mr. Duquery mentioned a moſt wan- 
ton inſtance of impropriety of conduct in ſome police men appre- 
hending without any warrant or authority, an elderly woman, the 
wife of an Engliſhman, of the name of Bell, who had lately come 
over to embark in a branch of manufacture in this country, and 
that at a time too when the petition of the citizens was lying 
before the honourable Houſe. 
| The ſon of the woman was firſt examined, and afterwards her- 
ſelf, who declared on oath, ſhe had been confined twenty-two 
hours without any cauſe whatever on her part. 

The reverend Mr. Saurin declared that on the charge of a 
drunken hair-dreſſer, who had made ſome noiſe in his houſe, but 
to whom no manner of injury had been offered, both he and his 
brother were taken out of his parlour in Meleſworth-ſtreet, by a 
party of the police, who entered violently into his houſe, and, 
along with his ſervant and the hair dreſſer, brought through the 
open ſtreets to the watch-houſe ; that from thence they were con- 
veyed to Alderman Carleton's, the Alderman of the diviſion not 
being at home, and at firſt Mr. Carleton informed him that it was 
not in his power to releaſe him; but he requeſted liberty to have 
his ſervant diſmiſſed to carry a meſſage. When going, he was 
bid to remember he was fill a priſoner. When he waited on 


Alderman Exthaw the Monday following, that magiſtrate de- 
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clared there was no charge whatever againſt him; that it was 
only money the fellows wanted, and that he would have been war- 
ranted in ſhooting them. | | 150 

The reverend Mr. Gamble declared that he was in company 
with a Mr. Wilkinſon, a gentleman of property and character, 
and they had guns in their hands; that they were ſeized, and 


brought into a warch-honſe, and when he told the ſerjeant that 


he was a curate of a neighbouring pariſh, he was told by the of- 
ficer of the night, that if he was * curate of Hell” he would not 
ſuffer him to go away, but that if they left their guns, perhaps 
they might. - 

A Mr. Hanlon, a Mr. Cranfield, a Mr. Killeen, and a Mr. 
Tate, were alſo examined. 

The reverend Mr. Callage declared, that on an evening of 
public illuminations in the city, the mob were. breaking the 
windows of his father's houſe, and behaving outrageous, though 
iluminating ; that upon going for aſſiſtance to the watch-houſe, 
he was informed by one of the police men, that the ſerjeant was 


| aſleep, and muſt not be awakened on any account. 


The reverend Mr. Miller declared, that he lived directly oppo- 
ſite the guard-houſe in Mary-ſtreet, and had done ſo for ſeven 


years paſt ; and that from his obſervation, the police of that pa- 


riſh were the cauſe of more riots than the prevention of them, and 
that he thought the peace of the pariſh much better preſerved in 
the time of the watch, than ſince the preſent eſtabliſnment.— 
Upon being interrogated, . he, ſaid that tarring and feathere 
ing had ceaſed fince the police inftitution ? He ſaid that it had 
done ſo for ſome months before the parochial watch had been ſet 
aſide, When aſked about the inability of the former watchmen 
to prevent riots and ſecure the lives and properties of the citi- 
zens, he replied, that they had always perſons able to afford a 
ſufficient protection to the pariſh, though he confeſſed, at one 
year of the war, the youngeſt and ableſt of them were drafted out 
for his Majeſty's ſervice. He alſo mentioned ſome inſtances of 
negle& and inhumanity. | * : 
The evidence then cloſed, and Counſellor Burſton ſummed up 
the whole of their charges in a conciſe manner. He ſaid that the 
citizens had fully proved their allegations in the petition, and hop- 
ed for redreſs from the wiſdom of the legiſlature. He mentioned 
the grievous burden of paying near 10,000l. police tax, and as 
the duty on carriages, &c. was formerly given to the Foundling 
Hoſpital, amounting te above 5000l. per annum, the tax for that 
hoſpital had been ſince doubled on every houſe to make good that 
deficiency, which is another grievance growing out of the former, 
and notwithſtanding other incidents, Government had advanced 
them 16,0001. That a law paſſed ſome years ſince for eltabliſh- 
ing wardmotes, &c. would, be infinitely better to adopt, while 


the protection would be greater, and the expence conſiderably 


leſs.— The counſel then withdrew. + 
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. Mr. Hax TIE Y obſerved to the committee the monſtrous ex- 
pence incurred by the Police eftabhſhment, which he ſtated 
from the printed account of the receipts and diſburſements of the 
commiſſioners of Police, which he then had 1 in his band, and was 


as follows : 


The Police ellabliſhment for caſh received from the commence. 


— 


DEBTOR. 


To deputy vice-treaſurer — — 
To the four diviſional magiſtrates e 
To certificates of houſes licenſed, pawnbrokers, 
&c. &c. "ER — A 
To caſt horſes — — 
To fines on conftables and watchmen — 
To non: effective men — — 
To carriages, &c. for licenſes and fines, * 
regiſter — 
To ditto for rent payable 8 per er 
To. n tom 2 by the feveral GET 


CREDITOR. 


By paid Teveral petty conſtables, watch conſta- 
bles and watchmen, to 25th December 
By paid horſes — . 
By forage, ſhoeing and farrierxñ — — 
By ſaddles and — foe petty. conſta- 


bles and watchmen — _ * 

By watch coats and cloaks — |; 

By one year's ſalary to . „ie 29th ; 
of September — 

By one year's ſalary to firſt deck. | 
ending fame time - = 120 — — 


One quarter to ditto, ending 
25th of December — 22 —— 


CE — —— 


By one year's ſalary to ſecond 
clerk, ending 29th September 70 — — 
One quarter to ditto, ending 


28h September — v7 10 — 
By one 18 ſalary t to third elerk, 5 
ending 29th September 50 — — 
One quarter to ditto, ending 
- 25th December — * 


Carried over ann 


ment to the 25th of December, 1787. 


1 


16,000 — 
545 4 6 


233 14 7 
35 
135 — 5 
_— 11 


7113 8 9 
1780 16 9 
3960 0 10 


— 


24345 = — 


N » 


- 


11875 1 10 
846 — — 
947 14 4“ 


433 7 9 
629 15 5 


87 10 — 


62 10 — 


——_— — 


13,231 17 4 


Ri 
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Brought over — 
By one year's ſalary to accoun- 
tant, ending 29th September £.100 — — 
Ditto, ditto, for his clerk E — — 
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6 4 £6 
15,231 19 45 


By ſeven months and four days a to regiſter 
of carriages, ending 25th December — 
By one year's ſalary to clerks in 
© diviſional offices, ending 2gth 


September — L. 500 — — 
One quarter to ditto, ending 
25th December — 125 — — 


150 — = 


By one ,year's ſalary to high contable, end- 
ing 29th September — RY 

By one year's ſalary to four chief | 
conſtables, ending 29th Septem- 


ber — — L. 240 = — 


One quarter to ditto, ending 
25th December — 60 — 


6 


By one year's ſalary to meſſenger, 
ſervants and attendants, ending ä 
29th September — 70 — — 

One quarter to ditto, ending 
25th December — — 17 10 


— Sa 


By one year's rent of divifional offices, ee 


29th September 

By one year's rent of . houſe * 296k 
September 

By one year's rent fv wateh-bouſes and ables, 


ending 29th September — — 
By coals paid for to the 25th December — 


By candles paid for to the 29th September 


By tradeſmens' bills paid, building offices, ſta- 


bles, fitting up watch-houſes, &c. &c. &c. 


By ſecret ſervice paid, gratuities and rewards 84 2 3 
By ſtationer paid him for printing the Hue and | 
Cry, ftationary, &c. &c. &c. &c. — 1797 11 5 
By newſpapers paid for advertiſing — 253 2 8 
By bouſe of correction paid 6755 one year's rent, | 
ending — | — 5 2 
Carried over. — Al 81 2 6 £5 


= 
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5 | Brought over — 21,812 6 c 
By ditto paid Joſeph Wall for ſundry neceſſaries | 


for ſai houſe — — 321 8 6 
By fines paid for police-houſe, and watch-houſe 
in Mecklenburg h- ſtreet — — 598 15 — 
By incidents paid — — 59118 37 
By figures for hackney carriages, & e. &c. 21 13 
By ditto paid to Lying-in-hoſpitzl — 100 — — 
By caſh advanced to Surgeon Archer — 227 I0 — 
23867 3 9: 
Balance — 16 2x 
— 


Mr. Hax TL EV ſaid that in this account the ſalaries to the com- 
miſſioners, and other charges, were omitted, which amounted to 
near zoool. | No” 

He then moved the following reſolution : b 

“ Reſolved, that it appears to this committee that the eſta- 


bliſument ef the police, in its protection of the inhabitants of this 


city, is inſufficient, but its charge on the public has beef enor- 


mous.“ 


Mr. Marcus BERESTORD went through a detail of the charges 
that had been adduced by the evidence, and ſaid there was no 
neceſſity for mentioning what had recently paſſed, as every gen- 
tleman muſt be perfectly acquainted with it. As to Mr. Miller, 
he ſaid, when cloſely preſſed upon a particular aſſertion, he 
could not clear it up. Before the police, the inhabitants were 
obliged to form aſſociations for patroling the ſtreets, which is now 
no longer neceſſary; and he Knew four members of that Houſe 
to he robbed in one week, no one inſtance of which has been ſince 
known to occur. As to wardmotes, it would only promote a ſpi- 
rit of cleqianecring, and a deſire of handling the public money. 
The preſent eſtabliſhment was on a much broader baſis than that 
of the xatghy; as they muſt. be ready night and day, and go on 
Particylar gecaſions to any, part of the kingdom. 


: opinion, bb e . | Liller' 
evidence, it did not ſtrike him in the ſame, unfavourable light it 
did the honourable gentleman, but on the contrary, in the molt 


Mr. r ſaid that the police eltabliſhment was, in his 
i 


— * — 


_ favourable manner. 


Mr. Fokbks paid a jult tribute of merit and reſpect to Mr. 
Miller's character, whom he had long known, 


nadequate and oppreſſive. As to Mr. Miller's 
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Mr. GareriTH ſaid that the right honourable Secretary, who 
had lately come over from a well regulated city, muſt ſuppoſe 
himſelf, from the charges brought by ſo reſpectable evideice as 


had appeared, to be in Conſtantinople, and that Janizaries let 


looſe on the populace were our only defenders. He then adverted 
to a tranſaction that happened fince the laſt meeting of Parliament 
in the courts, levelled againſt another member and himſelf, which 
was notwithſtanding highly honourable to themſelves, and igno- 
minious to the advifers. 


Mr. Marcus BexesrorD declared he was one of the adviſers 
of that meaſure, and was willing to abide the conſequences, 


Mr. HarxTLey ſaid if he was only indulged for three days, he 
would engage to bring forward a plan for the protection of the 
city of Dublin, which. would not only be highly beneficial to the 
citizens of this metropolis, but would alfo, he truſted, meet the 
approbation of Parliament. f 


Mr. Maso ſupported the neceſſity of the police eſtabliſhment. 
He adverted to the time when the Houſe was not only ſurround- 
ed, but filled with a ſet of ruffians, and when peaceable citizens 
were dragged out of their houſes in the middle of the day and 
tarred and feathered ; and he aſked have any inſtances of this kind 
happened fince the inſtitution of the police ? 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid that the committee, by paſſing the reſo- 
lution would be ſubject to the imputation of proceeding on ex parte 
evidence, to-condemn the police, who had not been heard in 
their defence. ; > — The 


Mr. Forres ſaid that the account of the expences of the 
police eſtabliſhment, appeared to amount for one year and a quar- 
ter to upwards of 23, oool. excluſive of the charge of ſalaries to 
the commiſſioners and diviſional juſtices for the like time, which, 
he obſerved, was not inſerted in that account, but which ſwelled 
it to a ſum exceeding 25, oool. beſides law expences. He aſked 
if there was any member in that committee, who would deny that _ 
part of the motion, ** that the charge on the public was enor- 
mous? Having waited ſome time, and no anſwer being made, 
he ſaid it was now Clear that no perſon could be hardy enough to 
riſe in its defence. In anſwer to the objection of a right honou- 
rable member, that the committee, by voting the reſolution pro- 
poſed, would be ſubje& to the imputation of proceeding on ex 
parte evidence, to condemn the officers of police, who had never 
been heard in their defence, nor had notice of the charges that 
were to be made againſt them, he ſaid he could not conſider that 
objection as well founded; there had been an order made that the 
petitioners againſt the police- act ſhould be heard by their counſel, 


£2 | 
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and have liberty to ſubſtantiate the allegation of their petition, 
by evidence of the nature and tendency of all thoſe allegations ; 
the officers of the police, in common with all the other citizens of 


Dublin, were perfectly informed; therefore, no objection could 


be ſupported on the ground of want of notice; but he ſaid that 
the officers of the police had not offered to produce any evidence 
in their exculpation; he could anſwer for the honourable member 
LMr. Hartley] who made the motion, that he would conſent to 
withdraw it, and that the committee ſhould be adjourned in order 
to afford the mngiftrates and officers of the police an opportunity 
of examining witneſſes to rebut the evidence which they may con- 
ſider as affecting their character and conduct. If this offer was 
not accepted, he hoped that che argument of proceeding ex parie 
would not again be reſorted to. In anſwer to the objection that 
the evidence produced at the bar did not warrant that part of the 
motion, that the police eſtabliſhment, as a protection of the 
inhabitants, has been inſufficient,” as the evidence only proved, 
that the inhabitants had been ill treated by the officers of the 
police; he ſaid the arguments were the moſt ſingular he had ever 
heard the police eſtabliſhment, was formed for the protection of 
the inhabitants — it had been proved, that inſtead of protecting 
them, the police officers had violated their liberty, perſons, and 
properties and could any perſon ſeriouſly deny, that this eſta- 


bliſhment, as a protection of the inhabitants, has been inſufficient ? 


Mr. Bux (Accountant-general) ſaid, in order to get rid of 
the bufineſs, he would move that the chairman do now leave the 
chair. ; % Bk IP : „ 


Mr. GzaTTan.—I cannot paſs over the police of Dublin, 
without animadverſion. Whether the old watch, or the modern 
police, are molt inſufficient to every purpoſe of protecting the 
lives and properties of the citizens—which body moſt departed 
from the object of its inſtitugion, and molt eminently failed in the 
execution of juſtice, I cannot preſume to determine—it is that 
dull and uſeleſs conteſt and emulation, of worthleſſneſs and inſuf- 
| ficiency, which I muſt conſign to men more experienced in the 


oppreſſion of the city than myſelf. I perceive from the evidence 


before you, that robberies are as common as ever—that midnight 
omrages, &c. &c. are on the ſame footing, as under the dominion 
of the old watch. I perceive that the diſorders of your city are 
in as perfect and uninterrupted vigour, as at any former period. 

I recolleR, that upon the firſt appointment of the police 
in 1786, that there was within a certain diſtrict a ſuſpence im- 
poſed on outrage and robbery—but both ſoon returaed. There 
is no ſecurity, no regulation under the preſent police, which you 
did not experience before, when the city was left entirely unpro- 
tected; and if I were to judge from the evidence before you, 1 
jhoutd lay, that negle& vas A principle of office. 
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I find from that evidence, that ſome of the preſent diviſional 
magiſtrates, do buſineſs only at certain times, that is before 
dinner : That, after that hour, the citizen, who is ſo importu- 
nate and unſeaſonable as to call on a diviſional juſtice about the 
buſineſs of his office, is ſure to be denied, or perhaps inſulted. 
This was the caſe of Mr. Hone, who was robbed, with the con- 
nivance, as he thought, of the police, and who was raſh enough 
to call upon an alderman at an unſeaſonable hour; the moment of 
relaxation, when magiſtracy is diſpoſed to delight itſelf with 
ſomething more amufing than the buſineſs of juſtice ; in one of 
theſe moments, Mr. Hone, who was robbed, called on one of 
the diviſional juſtices ; the ſervant deſires the importunate citizen 
to go to the Devil; the citizen not chooſing to follow his advice, 
and expoſtulating a little on the ſubject about which he came, 
ſaw, as the door opened, the diviſional juſtice who had been de- 
nied ; but the citizen, who had been robbed, miſtook his time for 
calling on a diviſional juſtice, he called in the evening, when vir- 
tue relaxes itſelf and does not reliſh interruption from complaint 
of robbery, and ſubjects of that nature this is one of the ma- 
ny inſtances which have appeared before this committee, of the 
negle& and ſupineneſs of the diviſional juſtices, who are paid by 
the public for their extraordinary activity. From the many in- 
ſtances which appear in evidence, from what we know ourſelves, 
on a compariſon between the old watch and the modern police, 


which has proved moſt uſeleſs for every purpoſe of defence, 1 


think is a_ doubtful conteft—but, on a compariſon, which has 


been moſt miſchievous, which has moſt inſulted the perſons, vio- 
lated the property, and encroached on the liberty of the citizens 
—the modern police, ſurely, carries the victory. It appeared 
from the witneſſes examined, that it was the common practice of 
the police to inſult and abuſe the citizens—to put them into the 
watch-houſe, without any pretence whatever, and to detain them 
there the whole night, and then diſmiſs them, becauſe they had 
no colour or pretence, whatever, to have confined them for a mo- 
ment; it appeared that the citizens had been in the courſe of 
ſuffering theſe inſults from a body of men, who had been ſtated, 
in debate, to be the refuſe of the community, and who were 
taken from the road to be the guard of the city; it had appeared 


that the inſolence of the police was only equalled by the negli- 


gence of ſome of the juſtices; one of them was charged with 
laving refuſed to diſcharge, or bail, a boy, the nephew of are- 
ſpectable citizen, who was committed for throwing a ſtone, and 
the reaſon given by the magiſtrate for refuſing bail, was, that 
ſuch an offence was felony without the benefit of clergy. If ſuch 
things happened in the city of London, the ſufferer would have 
made the magiſtracy tremble, and if the magiſtracy had taken 
ſelter under the Court, the injured citizen would have ſhaken the 
State —but in Ireland we have the. Britiſh conſtitution, but we 
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have not its maxims, and we want ſpirit to reſtrain the inſolence 
eee... ; : 
I need not go at large into particulars, which prove abun. 
dantly the infolence and outrage of the police guard, and the 
eat and criminal reluctance of the divihonal juſtices to puniſh 
; bow as they deſerve. When a right hon. geatleman mentioned, 
that on his application againſt ſome of the police, one of the juſ- 
tices immediately took the moſt active mealures, I cannot avoid, 
and with ſome concern, comparing the different effect of appli- 
cation coming from a poor Citizen and a right hon. member, and 
when I ſee the ſupineneſs in liſtening to the one, and the courtly 
promptitude in attending to the other, I condemn, and hate that 
partial diſtribution of juitice which pays reſpect to rank, and does 


not pay equal reſpect to injury. 

On this part of the ſubject, without going further into what is 
known and felt, and confining debate merely te the evidence, I 
am ſupported in ſaying, that the modern police, though not, 
perhaps, more uſeleſs, are much more miſchievous than the old 
watch; have committed more outrages, inſulted more citizens, 
and treſpaſſed more on the liberty of the ſubject.— But when you 
compare the expence of the two eſtabliſhments, when you find, 
as appears from the account, that the pohce in a year and quar- 
ter has coſt 23,000l. befides about 2000]. for ſalaries not ſet forth 
in the account, but exiſting notwithſtanding, then indeed it muſt 
occur to every man, that the old watch, thougb no defence, was 
not ſo great a nuiſance—tbe citizens were robbed on cheaper 
terms than the inhabitants and the public now pay enormouſly for 
dragooning the city. You have heard a melancholy. detail of ci- 
tizens inſulted, women impriſoned, aud a total contempt of law 
by the officers of juſtice. , F 

You have heard the charges which thoſe officets of juſtice have 
made for the ſervice they have rendered—23,000l. or rather 
25,000L in a year and half; of which 11,00ch are for the police 
men on the guard, and the remainder ſalaries and incidental 
charges, which contribute to the hours of pleaſure, , when a ma- 
giſtrate is not to be diſturbed by the importunity of juſtice, Con- 
ceive this city paying ſuch a ſum as appears from your paper, and 
receiving ſuch treatment as appears from the evidence. 

A right hon. gentleman has ſaid, that the evidence was only 
ex parte ; tis true, and if the reſolution went for the proſecution 
of that juſtice who refuſed to diſcharge a boy on bail, on ſup- 
poſition, that throwing a ſtone was N. without benefit of 
clergy, I certainly for one, ſhould have withed to have heard the 
alderman explain that matter. But when the motion before you is 
not perſonal, and only goes to condemn the police—and when 
| a propoſal has been made by one of the repreſentatives of the 

city, to poſtpone the queſtion until the diviſional juſtices ſhall be 
heard, and that propoſal declined—will any man call this ex parte 
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evidence ? If the right hon. member ſays, you cannot from par- 
ticular grievances of abuſe condemn an eftabliſhment generally — 
there is ſomething of logic in his idea, but nothing of politics; 
How could the city prove the inſufficiency of the police in gene- 
ral, but by producing particular inſtances of citizens neglected 
and outraged ? but the member forgers, that it is not merely the 
evidence of as many as you would liſten to, but it is the petition 
of 70co, who all proteſt againſt the police, as a meaſure prodi- 


| gal and opprefſivd and prove their general allegation by particu- 


r inſtances of outrage on oath ; but theſe inſtances do not prove 
ſo little as that the citizens are negle&ed—no, they prove, that 
they are abuſed by their guard—they convict the police of com- 
mitting thoſe outrages which they are enormouſly paid to prevent 
or puniſh, | 

When firſt this eſtabliſhment was propoſed, in the ſhape of a 
bill, I oppoſed it—I foretold, at that time, that the police-men 
would be bad ſoldiers and bad citizens did not, but might 
have added, that they would be bad watchmen—l added, that 
the bill, inadequate, I apprehended, to eſtabliſh the peace of the 
city, would totally deſtroy the freedom of the corporation; that, 
in fact, the Court was taking into its own hands, the regula- 
tion of the city, for you can conſider the magiſtrates of the po- 
lice, in no other light than the ſervants of the Crown, and the 
police as a O_o under the Court, inſtead of what before 
took place, a regulation under the Corporation—What has been 
the effect of this change ?—you have ſilenced the Corporation, 
you have ſecured the miniſter's peace in the city, but you have 
not ſecured the peace of the city itſelf —the bill has not been in- 
adequate to all its objects, it has deſtroyed the independence of 
the Corporation—it has done ſo by an immenſe patronage. I 


* 


therefore originally, objected to this bill, formed to ſecure the 


number of votes not lives, and to extinguiſh in the city, not rob- 
bery, but public ſpirit. | a i 1 44 
That a bill could be framed in a few days, as the repreſenta- 
tive of the city has mentioned, free from the objections and 
expence of the preſent police, is indubitable. There is nothing 
in the way of ſuch a meaſure, except a deſire to preſerve the pa- 
tronage which protects the preſent bill, and alſo protects the ſcan- 
dalous abuſe of authority, which have taken place under this bill, 
and to which a number of reſpectable witneſſes have borne teſti- 


mony, and one of them, an old friend and fchool-fellow, who has 


been alluded to in this debate, and without reaſon —Mr. Miller, 


a ſcholar, a man of zeal in the public cauſe, and a clergyman of 


worth, againft whom nothing can be advanced, except that, with 
all his diligence, he has gotten, as yet, no adequate proviſion in 
the church. : 


1 
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On the queſtion being put that the chairman do now leave the 
chair, the committee divided, 

Ayes, — „ 100 

Noes, — — 41 


The petition from the inhabitants of the city of Dublin pay. 
ing taxes, relative to the police, of courſe fell to the ground. 


Sir Fa Au cis Hurchixsox moved, that the particulars of the 
charges made by the commiſſioners of police, for hue and cry, 
and ſtationary, &c, &c. and for incidents, be laid before the 
Houſe, | * 


Mr. Secretary Firz#ErBERT {aid he thought the motion ought 
to be complied with _ 
The motion pace imc. 
Mr. Corry reported from the committee to whom it was re. 


ferred to take into conſideration the bill for reducing the intereſt 
of money to five per cent. 


Sir Jon BLaquiese ſaid the bill was now going up to the 
Lords, from whence he truſted it would never return. He ſaid 


that though Government, much to their honour, left it to the 


free diſcuffion of the conntry, without any igterference on their 
part, yet violence had been uſed—a gentleman had been forced 
to vote in that buſineſs cogtrary to his opinion — [ The Houle 
called to name himJ—He ſaid he did not think this neceſſary, 
and therefore deſired to be excuſed. + 


Sir Lucius O'Baikx declared that he thought the right 
honourable baronet extremely out of order. He had mentioned 


, a circumſtance to give weight to his argument, and when called 
upon by the Houſe to prove it, had declined giving that ſatisfac- 


tion which the Houſe had a right to expect: However, he would 
allow no weight to that circumſtance, unleſs the Houſe was 
ſatisfied upon it. The right honourable baronet was alſo ex- 
tremely out of order in ſaying, that he hoped. any bill would 
never return from the other Houſe of Parliament, but more eſpe- 
cially a bill which related at all to money. Did the right honour- 


able baronet ſuppoſe, that ſuch a threat would prevent the Com- 


mons from proceeding in the meaſure ?—or did he not know that 
they were the peculiar guardians of the money of the people, in 
which no other branch of the legiſlature copld interfere ?—But 
it was manifeſt that the right honourable baronet did not under- 
ſtand the fituation of this country as well as thoſe gentlemen who 
promoted the bill; it was impoſſible he ſhould ; he was too new 
a man in the country; he was too new a man to contend in a, 
knowledge of the intereſts of Ireland, with them whoſe anceſtors 
were coeval with the ſoil. Fox my own part, ſaid he, two and 


1788.) rn 343 


twenty years ago I brought in a bill ſimilar to the preſent, in 
which I had not the ſatisfaction to ſucceed ; from that time to 
the preſent day I have ſtudied the ſubje&t—T had prepared myſelf 

to ſpeak on it in the committee; yet, though I think it the 
ſtrongeſt and the beſt meaſure that ever was undertaken for the 
benefit of this country, I had not the preſumption to attempt 
riſing to offer any thing to the irreſiſtible and unanſwerable argu- 
ments of the gentleman I now addreſs {the Speaker. ] | 


The queſtion was then put, that the report be now received, 
and was carried without a diviſion. | 


f 3 
TutsDay, FEBRUAR Y 26, 1788. 


A petition of Thomas, Patrick and Audew O' Reilly, of the 
city of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioners have expended. a conſiderable ſum of 
money in erecting buildings and machinery for ſmelting iron ore 
with coak, and alſo forges and refinerics for rendering the metal 


malleable, and finiſhing it ſuitable to its various uſes, the whole 


operation to be performed with pit coal; that petitioners under- 
taking is the firſt of the kind that has ever been introduced into 
this kingdom, and has therefore been proſecuted at 2 very extra- 
ordinary expence, and when completed and extended will be a 
great national ſaving, being eſtabliſhed in the vicinity of the in- 
exhauſtible iron and coal mines in the county of Leitrim ; and 
therefore praying enconragement. = _ 


Several bills were read a ſecond time, and thea the Houſe 


adjourned. 


—_— 
— * 


7 
. » 


WepxEsDaY, FEBRUARY 27, 1788. 


A petition of John M Kenley, gaoler of the county of Dublin, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by a 
late act of Parliament, the eounty of Dublin Road-aR, the 
2 juries of ſaid county are reſtrained from allowing a larger 
alary to the gaoler than 251. a year, though the grand juries of 
every other county in the kingdom are left at liberty to allow ſuch 
{caries to their reſpective gaolers as they may think proper, by 
Gaol-a&t, 1784; that it is an evident matter of fact, the gaoler 
of ſaid county has a greater trult repoſed in him, and has infi- 
nitely more trouble and expence attending the proper execution 
of his duty, and is obliged to give larger ſecurity co the ſeveral 
ſheriffs of ſaid county than any other gaoler in Ireland, and from 
the great number of priſoners conſtantly in his charge, he is 
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obliged to keep a great number of ſerraats and rurnkeys under 
bim; that it is abſolutely impoſſible for the petitioner, or any 
other perſon, properly to do his duty in ſaid office, on a ſala 


ſo very inadequate to the expence and trouble attending ſaid 
office; and therefore praying relief. 


Sir Lucius O' Batxx moved for leave to "Ub in a bill, for 
the better | aſcertaining the tithe of flax and hemp. He ſaid, he 
had twice brought in ſimilar bills, which had miſcarried in ano- 
ther place; it was thought improper for the Commons to lay their 
lacrilegious hands upon any thing claimed by the clergy, and 
therefore the bills had fallen. =. hoped, however, that that 
ſtrictneſs did not now exiſt, and as the bill would certainly prove 


beneficial ta the clergy as well as to the laity, he had _ ex- 
pectat ions of ſeeing it paſs. * 


Leave was given to bring i in the bill. 


Sir HENRY Cavnnivity ſaid the gentlemen who had 3 
ed the bill for reducing intereſt were now ealled upon for another 
bill, which would greatly tend to promote the good effects of 
the firſt—namely, for a bill to enforce the punctual payment of 
intereſt on private loans ;* he therefore moved for leave to bring in 


@ bill ts enforce the payment of —_—_ on mr loans. Leave 


was given. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf * a committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the bill for granting bounties to certain manufactures, 


Mr. Maſon in the chair. * a clauſe was read continuing the 


former trultees, 


Mr. BO wxe ( of the College) faid he could ſee no reaſon for 
departing from the former practice, which was, to ballot for the 
truſtees every ſeſſion. He was well convinced that the ſame gen- 
tlemen who had hitherto acted fo much to the general ſatisfaction 
would be again choſen; but as he wiſhed to preſerve the form of 
election, he would wrogale that they ſnould be balloted for. 


Mr. Mason explained the order, which he ſaid was, if any 
member diſliked the paragraph juſt read, that he ſhould put a ne- 
oe upon it, and if it was rejected he might then propoſe a 

lot 


The queſtion was then put upon the paragraph, * the eom- 
mittce having divided, there appeared, . 


3 — — 33 
Noes, „ 3 25 


The Houſe reſolved into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
npon the biff for regulating priſoners fees, Sir Hugh Hill in the 
chair. When the firlt peragraph was read, | 


e 


1788. DEE 347 


Mr. Gairrirz reprobated the bill, as being utterly repugnant 
to the principles of our conſtitution; which, he ſaid, abhors the 
idea of granting a diſcretionary power to judges, or any other 
perſons, to inflict puniſhment upon the innocent. If the/ckrks 
of the crown, gaolers, &c. could only be maintained by an uajut 
impoſition of tes upon people acquitted by their eountry, better 
tiey were not maintained at all; but he was well convinced foie 
method more conſonant to juſtice, and the principles of the con- 
ſtitution, than that propoſed by the bill, might caſily be deviſed; 
and therefore he wiſhed as ſoon as poffible to ſtop the bill in its 
progreſs; to which end he would move that the chairman do 
cave the chair. | 


Sir Erw ard Ceorrton ſaid he thought it an extreme hardſhip 
on the counties to be obliged to prefent for the fees that cught to 
be paid by the culprits themfelves; were innocent men only to be 
exempted he was ready to cunſent; but when he ſaw the 
{ame perſon tried repeatedly, perhaps a dozen times, though ac- 
quitted, he could not deem him innocent ; and mult think it a 


| hardſhip on the county to be obliged to preſent the greatelt ſum 
of fees on account of the greateſt rogue. | 


As to the bill it ſelf, he thought it did not deſerve. the cenſure 
paſſed upon it. It propoſed that for the firſt trial the party ac- 
quitted ſhould pay no fecs; for the fecond,' the jury, at the re- 
commendation of the judge, ſhould prefent the fees on the coun- 
ty, and for every other trial the party ſhould pay his own fees; 
this, he thought, would be giving the innocent fair play, iuflict- 
ing a very {mall puniſhraent on men of doubtful honeſty, and 
greatly eaſe the counties. 


The SzcxETARY OF STATE ſaid he muſt oppoſe the bill upon 
principles of conſtitution and humanity. The bill which, he had 
introduced, and which this bill propoſed to repeal, had been ſug- 
geſted to him by that ornament of human nature, Mr. Howard, 
a gentleman who did him the honour of his friendſhip. At the 
time of Ireland's emancipation, that gentleman was here—Now, 
{aid Mr. Howard, “ manifelt ſome gratitude to Providence; let 
not the wretched, though innocent prifoner, remain in his gloomy 
dungeon, after he has been acquitted by , his country, until he 
pays fees, which are an unjuſt tax, that he may never be able to 
difcharge. He accordingly introduced the bill alluded to; and 
though the honourable Laronet had every ſucceeding ſeſſion en- 
deavoured to get it repealed, he was now as well convinced of its 
juſtice and propriety, as he was on the day he introduced it.- 
However, he had in contemplation a plan, which he hoped would 
give ſatisfaction to the honourable baronet : That was, to take an 
annual average of the fees received by the clerks of the Crown, &c, 
for ſeven years before the paſſing of the bill; and to allow them 
an annual ſalary, equal to the average ſo taken; for he well knew 
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that of late a practice had been introduced, of ſplitting charges 
into a multitude_of indiftments, in order to multiply fees upon 
the counties. | a 

The queſtion being put, that the chairman do leave the chair, 
the committee divide | . 


— 28 


- — 
k 


Tuuxspar, FeBruaARY 28, 1788. 


Sir Huch Hir reported the bill for amending the Police- 
bill. — 


The ſeveral amendments made thereto were twice read, and 


agreed to. 
The SrEAKER put the queſtion, that the bill be engroſſed. 


Mr. Gxirrirn ſaid, that there ſhould be ſome obligation on 
the magiſtrate to attend early in the morning, in order that per- 
ſons innocent or bailable, Mould not be kept in cuſtody. He 
moved that the Diviſional Juftice be obliged to attend at nine 

o'clock in the morning, under penalty of 20s. The clauſe 
thee. - "TIF 


Sir Erwarp NewENHAM - that he would oppoſe that 
bill in every flage of it, becau e the protection and taxation con- 
tained in it, did not bear a due proportion; that it was a bill 
framed for the purpoſe of rendering the metropolis a borough 
dependant on miniſterial influence; but he was ſure, that there 
{till exiſted ſo much ſpirit among his fellow-citizens, as would 
enſure the remnant of the freedom of election. By this bill, he 
faid, our ancient guardians were become the engines of our ſlave- 
ry; they had betrayed their fellow-citizens. He oppoſed the bill 
for continuing a tax on that part of the county of Dublin, called 
the barony of Donore, as that barony had no protection, but was 
burdened with taxes to ſupport nominal watchmen ; it was rather 
oppreſſive, that that barony, which never had riots, aſſaults, or 
robberies, ſhould pay men, who never viſited them; that their 
peace and quietneſs aroſe from not having any police among 
them; that the claufe ſubjecting publicans to the caprice and vil- 
lainy of police-men, was unexampled and cruel. He explained 
this hardſhip, and called on the Houſe to remedy it—He ſaid, 
the Houſe would now paſs a bill of penaities and pains, that 
would diſgrace a Turkiſh Divan. 


The queſtion was then put, chat the bill be engroſſed „ whiclr 
paſſed. 


- 
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Mr. ANNESLEY obſerved, that he had given notice on a for- 
mer day, that he ſhould, in the courſe of the ſeſſion, move for 
leave to bring in a bill, to reſtrain the Banks recently eſtabliſhed 
in the towns of Belfaſt and Newry, from iſſuing guinea bank 
notes ; but as the ſeſſion was ſo far advanced, he ſhould poſtpone 
bringing forward that meaſure till the next ſeſſion of Parliament. 


Fripay, FEBrvUaRY 29, 1788. 


Mr. Morywnevx ſaid, although it' might bear ſomething of 
an invidious appearance to move a n the gen- 
tlemen now in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, yet as he could 
aver that he did not know who thoſe gentlemen were, he hoped 
he ſhould be acquitted of any invidious intention in moving, 
That the Serjeant at Arms be directed to lay before this Houſe, 
on Monday next, the names of ſuch members as ſhall be then in 
his cuſtody, not having paid their fees.” 

The queſtion being put, it paſſed unanimouſly. 


Mr. AnxESLEy preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill for making a navigable canal from the town of Mallahide, in 
the county of Dublin, to the river,of Fieldſtown, in ſaid coun- 
ty; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Alderman Wax RRx preſented to the Houſe, according to or- 
der, a bill for explaining and amehding an act paſſed in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth years of his vrbſent Majeſty George III. 
entitled an act for explaining and amending an act paſſed in the 
fifteenth and ſixteenth years of the "reign of his ſaid Majeſty 
George III. entitled an act for the better regulating the pipe- 
water of the city of Dublin; which was received and read the 
ſirſt time. | | 


The Sor1ciror GENERAL preſented to the Houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill for uſing the court-houſes of counties ar large 
and countics of cities; where ſituate within the precinas of the 
ſame counties, for the purpoſes of both counties ; and for de- 
claring that gaols for counties at large, ſituate within counties of 
cities, ſhall be deemed part of ſuch counties at large ; which was 
received and read the firſt time, | L 


A' petition of the owners and keepers of job carriages and job 
horſes in the city of Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
by an act paſſed in the eleventh and twelfth years of his preſent 
Majeſty, the petitioners were obliged, before they could obtain 
a licenſe for keeping or letting for hire ſuch job coach or job. 
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horſes, either by the year, month or day, to pay the ſum of five 
paunds for every ſuch licenſe, and alſo the annual rent of forty 
fullings ; that by another act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Par- 

kament, there was a monthly tax added to the above of ſixteen 
| firings, making in the whole the ſam of eleven pounds twelve 
failings by the year, excluſive of the five pounds paid on taking 
out the licenſe ; that the pet itioners have been ever ſince paying 
the faid tax, which has alinoft ruined them and their families, and 
would chearfully continue to pay the fame if in their power; that 
_ petitioners beg leave to inform the Houſe, that upon the inſtitu- 
tion of job carriages and job horſes the petitioners expended al- 
mold their entire properties, and, though now in a ftate of per- 


fection, the inftitution muſt inevitably fall to the ground if the 


petitioners ate not reheved by the Houſe, as many of the nobility 
and gentry why employ the petitwners reſide only ſome months of 
the year in Dublin, and on leaving town diſcharge petittoners car- 
viages and horfes, and others only chooſe to keep job coaches or 
jub horſes at particular periods of the year; in the intermediate 


timethe petitioners are deprived of all means of making any pro- 


fit, though obliged to fupport and keep up their horſes and car- 


riages, and to pay eleven pounds twelve ſhillings by the year; and 


therefore humbly fabmitting the matters above ſtated to the hu- 
mane conlideration of the Houſe, in humble expeRation that 
they will be pleaſed to reduce ſaid tax to the ſum of four pounds 
by the year, which is double what the, petitioners formerly paid, 
and which- humane iudulgence the petitioners reſpectfully appre- 
bend will not at all diminiſh, hut eonſiderably encreaſe that part 
of the carriage revenue, ag; the 2 and many others will 
thereby be enabled to continue the preſent, and ſet up compleat 
job carriages, and horſes, who now are and will be rendered inca- 
pable of ſo doingas long as the above heavy grievance ſhall con- 
tinue, and many of the nobility and gentry will be very much 
inconvenienced by -the petitioners bemg unavoidably obliged to 
lay aſide their carriages and horſes. | 


. 


The Cuaxckltox or THE ExcatquEr ſaid that there could 
not be a fairer obje& of taxation than job carriages—they work- 
ed for profit, and very few trades were ſo profitable. 


Mr. Tzexncn preſented the report and reſolutions of the com- 


mittee for conſidering the Lying-in- Hoſpital petition. He ſaid 
they had examined evidence in the moſt ſolemn manner ; that the 
fats were matter of accounts; no concluſion was drawn, but — 


was neceſſary they ſhould appear on the record of Parliament, 
juitify ſome diſagreeable meaſures that muſt ſoon take place. He 
ſaid the truſtees had applied for 3 relief; they 9 

for any grant or ſum from Parliament, or any additional duty, 
income or tax, on the public. They brought (as to market) a 
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duty of 44ol. per annum, which they prayed to da for a 
fair equivalent in debentures at four per cent which would have 
compleated their objects, and not encumbered the public; this 
ſeemed reaſonable. But ſome difſiculties were ſtarted ; the 
amount iſſued would appear in the enſuing year, as an expence 
of the preſent Government, and the equivalent paid might be 
forgotten. It had then occurred, that when ſeven parts in nine 
of a duty were poſſeſſed by a corporation, the two remaining could 
be no great object. The police were amply provided for in the 

new licenſes; the collection would be more effectual if the objects 
were united. No precedent could be adduced, for no claims 
could be ſimilar. The amount was too trifling for a national con- 
ſideration. The objection could be only matter of private opi- 
nion, yet this inconſiderable amount would have prevented extre- 
mities that he foreſaw with regret ; but he declined preſſing a 
meaſure that was not adopted by an Adminiſtration whom he re- 
ſpeed. Licences for play had been ſuggeſted ; he thought re- 
ſtrictions of that nature might be uſeful ; but as it had not the 
full approbation of the gentlemen of the — he ſhould de- 
cline it. 

Having therefore diſcharged his duty to the public, by endea- 
vouring to ward off inconveniencies that would unavoidably take 
place, he declared he ſhould relinquiſh that ſubject for ever .in 
Parliament, having in the report and reſolutions eflabliſhed the 
moſt unequivocal Juſtification, 


Mr. BzownE (of the College) complained, that from the im- 
provements which had laſt ſeſſion been made in the gallery of that 
Houſe, its capacity of accommodating auditors had been very 
much diminiſhed. The gentlemen of the Univerſity had long 
enjoyed the privilege of to hear the debates of the 
Houſe, but now, from want of room, that privilege had become 
merely nominal. He was well aware, that the right hon. gentle- 
man who had ordered the improvements to be made, had done ſo 
with the very beſt intentions, and with a ſmall addition the effect 
of accommodation might eaſily be produced. He had, he faid, 
conſulted an architect, who had pointed out a way by which a 
much greater number of perſons than can be accommodated at 
preſent might hear with great convenience. He would therefore 
move “ That a committee be appointed to inſpect the preſent 
ſituation of the gallery, and to report whether auy and what im- 
provements may be made therein.“ 

0 ; af 
The CHANCELLOR OF THE Ron nn ſaid, he ſaw no rea- 
fon for going to any new expence ; the improvements of the 
Houſe had been conducted under an authority that every one ap- 


wag; and in his opinion, the gallery was perfectly commo- 
10U$, 


- 


\ 
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Mr. Row faid he highly approved of what the Speaker had 


done to render the Houſe commodious in various inſtances, but 
above all he approved the alteration and improvements that had 
been made in the gallery. 


Mr. BexzsrorD called to gentlemen's recollection, that one 
of the firft ſtanding orders of the Houſe was the excluſion of 
ſtrangers ; the Houſe had generally winked at the breach of this 
rule, and had acted liberally in ſo doing; but he thought that 
the hon. gentleman ſhould be ſatisfied with this conduct, and the 
indulgence the Houſe was willing to give to rangers, and not 


perſiſt in — a reſolution in 82 * teeth of a ſtanding 
order. . 


Lord 3 faid that the arelent gallery of the Iriſh Houſe 
of Commons was ſix times as large as that of the Engliſh Houſe, 
and, conſidering the difference in the number of conſtituents, the 
people of this ON had nothing to complain of on that ac- 


count. 


Mr. Gsirrirz ſaid he was fully convinced that the improve- 
ment of the gallery was intended for the accommodation of tlie 
public, and ſo far as the preſent ſpace weuld admit, it was cer- 
tatuly more commodious than the former gallery; but the public 
were willing to ſuffer the former inconvenience rather than be ex- 
cluded. But, ſaid he, why not adopt a mode ſuggeſted, of ad- 
mitting a greater number of the conſtituent body, by means of 
an addition to the preſent improved plan ? He thought it very 
hard, that after all the profuſion of expence whieh the country 
had patiently borne, ceconomy ſhould begin juſt where the peo- 
ple were to be gratifted. England had been adduced as an ex- 
ample, admitting but few perſons to hear her debates—he hoped, 
as there ſeemed a determination not to copy the perfections of 


England, the Houſe would not copy her defects. 


Mr. RowLey ſaid he moſt perfectly approved the preſent ſtate 
of the gallery, and the care that was taken in admitting none but 
proper perſons ; were he to wiſh for any alteration, it would be to 
make the gallery ftill ſmaller, and then they would not perhaps 
have ſuch large or ſo many ſpeeches, and if one ſex was exclud- 
ed, it was certain, he ſaid, that the Houſe would often break up 
many hours earlier than it does, as the deſire of ſhining before 
them, too frequently led gentiemen to ſubſtitute luminous orations 
for rational debate. 


Mr. GzaTtTan ſaid he had no idea of calling in queſtion the 
dignity of the Chair, as every man muſt ſee that what had been 
done, was much to the accommodation of the public; he wiſhed 
euly to extend that accommodation to a greater number of the 
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2 who upon every principle of the conſtitution, he thought 


ad a right to be preſent at the debates of their repreſentatives. 


Mr. Mason ſaid of all the improvements which the Speaker 
had made, he gave him moſt thanks for contracting the gallery, 
and he imputed the preſent decorum and propriety of behaviour 


in the audience, to the very proper caution uſed in their admiſſion. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE faid there was not in the world a 
College containing 737 young perſons ſo well behaved as the 
College of Dublin; their conduct was molt excellent, their atten- 
tion to ſcience and learning as great as ever diſtinguiſhed youth in 
the moſt virtuous ages. A right honourable gentleman might 
refer to parliamentary order, but thoſe young gentlemen would 
be apt to refer to the order of Rome or Athens ; where the peo- 
ple, particularly the youth, were always admitted to hear the 
debates of the ſenate ; and, ſaid he, I proteſt moſt ſolemnly, I 
think it would do this aſſembly no harm, were they conſtantly to 
ſuppoſe, that the eyes of poſterity were fixed upon them Admit 
then, the youth of the nation to be preſent at your debates, they 
will catch the fire of patriotiſm from you, and you will remember 
the old adage, * there is great reverence to be paid to the pre- 
ſence of a boy. : ; 
The Houſe divided on the motion, 


Ayes, — — 30 
Noes, 1 2 — 98 


Sir Henxy CAVvENDISs H. Though I was one of thoſe who voted 
againſt the motion, yet I would wiſh as many of the conſtituent 
body as poſſibly can be accommodated ſhould hear our debates, 
and J with that thoſe who hear them would report them truly; 
having ſaid ſo much I ſhall now take the liberty of poſtponing a 
queſtion which I promiſed to bring on to-day, if the honourable 
gentleman, whoſe amiable and diſintereſted conduct gains ſuch 
general approbation, ſhould think it would interfere with the 


queſtion he now propoſes to offer to the Houſe. 


Mr. Foxses ſaid early in the ſeſſion he had taken the liberty 
of mentioning to a right honourable gentleman, high in the con- 
fidence of Government, an intention of bringing in the bill he 
was now about to introduce; but that right honourable member, 
for reaſons which it would be preſumption in him to enquire into, 
was filent upon the ſubje& ; he was therefore under the neceſſity 
4 bringing in his bill unſupported by the right honourable gen- 

eman. f ; 

He then preſented to the Houſe, a bill to diſable any perſon 

being. choſen a member of, or from ſitting or voting 
in, the Houſe of Commons, who has any penſion during pleaſure 


Vor. VIII, : A a 


* 
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* 

- or for any number of years from, or holds any office or place of 
profit created after a certain time, under the Crown, and to limit 
the amount of penſions; which was received and read the firſt 

time. a 187 


Tue CnaxctiLlorR or THB EXCHEQUER ſaid, as the ſenſe of 
the Houſe had been ſo often taken on this bill, and as it had been 


ſo often argued, that he believed no new argument could be ſtart-. 


ed on it, he would, to ſhorten the debate, move that it be read 
a-ſecond time the firſt of Auguſt. | | 


Mr. CoxoLLy ſaid neither the ſituation of the country, or 
that of the penſion liſt, were the ſame they were when this bill 
had formerly been rejected; fince that time the penſions had in- 
. creaſed, were increafing, and certainly ought to be diminiſhed ; 
and certainly if Government was in earnett in their profeſſions of 
ceconomy, they would let the bill go fairly forward to diſcuſſion ; 
if they reſiſted the bill he never would believe their profeſſions to 
be fincere. We have, ſaid he, a numerous and riſing royal fa- 


mily ; to their ſupport the country would be proud to contribute. 


England has many worthy old ſervants, both civil and military; 
to thoſe men we ſhould not grudge a ſubſiſtence, but to have 
100,000l. a year ſquandered on the unworthy, or beſtowed as the 
reward of corruption, 1s a grievance the country could not 
bear; and if the Miniſter would agree with Parliament to ſet li- 
mits to this profuſion, he would find himſelf fit much eaſier in 
the ſeat of Government than if he ſhould reſiſt it. 


Mr. FiTzHERBERT faid he had dechned taking a part in ſup- 

port of the bill for many reaſons ; one was, that he thought it in 
much abler hands; another, that the preſent time did not demand 
it. The Houſe had, he obſerved, given credit to the preſent 
Government for their intentions of cconomy—intentions to 
which they would moſt rigidly adhere. Suppoſe then, ſaid he, 
the bill to paſs, what conſtruction would ſuch a meaſure bear? 
Would it not be as if the Houſe ſhould ſay, we have great confi- 
dence. in the preſent Government, we are convinced of their in- 
tegrity, and we belicve they will purſue the intereſt of the king- 
dom; we therefore lay them under reſtrictions, which we {never 
impoſed on any other Government. Then ſuppoſe I was to con- 
cur in the bill, what conſtruction would my conduct wear? would 
it not be ſaying this Vou have expreſſed great confidence in Go- 
vernment, but I who know them better, deſire you not to truſt 
them. | Fg, 
Sir, the prerogative of the Crown to beſtow marks of appro- 
bation upon ſuch ſubjects as have diftinguiſhed themſelves by their 
merits, is one of its deareſt rights. ' At preſent I ſee no preſſing 
neceſſity to deprive the Crown of this right, and therefore I hall 
Ret concur in the bill. Fe” 
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The Honourable Denis BROwNE declared his confidence in 
the profeſſions of Government, and ſaid he was going to mention 
2 converſation he had with the Chief Governor, when he was re- 
minded by an honourable member that mentioning the name of 
Majefty or Viceroyalty in debate was out of order, 

He ſaid he would not mention the name of the Lord Lieute- 
rant, but he was preſent when two gentlemen, call them by what 
fictitious names you pleaſe, had a converſation on penſions, and 
one of them, who poſſeſſed the power of granting penſions, ſaid, 
that he would ſooner put his hand into the fire than grant a pen- 
ſion on any but the moſt juſtifiable ground, and ſuch as every ho- 
neſt man muſt approve. 


Sir HENRY CavenDisn ſaid he held it very unparliamentary 
to mention the name of the Chief Governor to influence debate. 
The right honourable gentleman might have ſpared himſelf the 
trouble of doing ſo, for the actions of the preſent Government 
are their higheſt panegyric. L am one, ſaid he, who have ex- 
preſſed my full confidence in Government, and am convinced I 
ſhall not find myſelf miſtaken ; but as Parliament is the great 
council of the nation, and as even the moſt inconſiderable member 
may ſuggeſt ſomething uſeful, I beg leave, with great humility, 
to offer one word of advice. When Government looks over that 
lit, let thera enquire name by name, let them endeavour to know 
the perſons whoſe names appear there, and let them learn what 
their merits are; ſuppoſe it appears that 400l. a year are annexed 
tothe name of any member of this Houſe, and that no particular 
cauſe can be aſſigned for the grant, may it not be conjectured 
that it was made for his ſervices in this Houſe, and if ſo, an ad- 
ditional penſion is unneceſſary, for he that has 4ool. a year for his 
vote, will not refuſe voting though he were to be refuſed 400l. a 
year more. 5 $ 

Mr. Cuxzan ſaid he owned he had a ſtrong curioſity to know 
how the diſcourſe between the two perſons whom the honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Browne] had alluded to, concerning penſions, had 
aiſen ; he ſuſpected that the ſtrong expreſſion uſed by the great 
perſonage, could only have ariſen from the neceſſity he found 
himſelf of reſiſting ſome very preſſing ſolicitation. | 


Mr. Bxowne.—lI am now going to make a declaration, in 
which I challenge the learned gentleman to follow me, and which 
believe he would be very forry to do. I do declare that I never 
did ſolicit any Chief Governor for place, penſion or emolument ; , 
and further declare, that I never will accept of any fuch from any 
preſent or future Lord Lieutenant. | 


Mr. Cuzzan ſaid that as to himſelf he was neither angry nor 
Uſappointed enough to nay Ys a declaration. 
a 2 
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The queſtiou was tben put, that the bill be read a ſecond time 
the Grit of Augult. The Houle divided, 
| Ayes — — oʒ 
Mr. Foxzes began with Fare, the particulars of an addreſs 
which he intended to move, all of which, he obſerved, were founded 


dn facts to be collected from the journals of the Houſe, or authen- 


tic documents on the table; he adverted to the vote of 140,000]. 
new taxes, for the purpoſe of equalizing the revenues to the ex. 
pences of the nation; that ſo far from that equality being effec. 
cd, it appeared by the report of the committee of accounts this 
ſeſſion, that the exceſs of the public expences above the income 
was 180, oool. that the extravagant amount of the penſion-lift 
was one of the principal cauſes of this exceſs; as it was 96,289. 
on the 21ſt of January, 1788, exclufive of military penſions, a 
ſum greater than the penſion liſt of England, and equal to half 
of the charge of the civil ejtabliſhment. | 

That by the accounts laid before the Houſe this ſeſſion it ap- 
peared, that penſions had been granted during the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the late Lord Lieutenant to the amount of 26, oool. of 
which goool. were in lieu or exchange of penſions, which had 
been granted by former lord lientenants; but that a ſum of 
17,000l. had been granted during that period in penſions, which 
was a new charge on the eltabliſhment, and the act of the late 
Adminiſtration. | | 3 

He then mentioned, in terms of ſevere reprehenſion, the prac- 
tice of hartering penſions, and of inſerting young lives in letters 


patent in the place of old lives, and by that means preventing 2 


diminution of the preſent penfion-liſt, by this ſyſtem of perpetual 
renewals. He ſaid that when he demanded from the ſervants of 
the Crown in the finance department in this kingdom, the cauſes 
for granting many penſions lately, to a confiderable amount, they 
declared their total ignorance, of the tranſactions ; there was no 
perſon in this country reſpontible for the application of the public 
money; and that ſuch a. reſponfibility was one of the moſt effen- 
tial privileges of the Britiſh conſtitution ; without it we could 
not be conſidered as poſſeſſed of any ſecurity for the good govern- 
ment of the country: and he took this opportunity of giving 
notice, that he ſhould next ſeſſion offer a bill to the Houſe for the 
purpoſe of creating a reſponſibility in the fervants of the Crown in 
this kingdom; at preſent the only authority under which the 
Vice-treafurer paid any money, was a kings letter, counterſigned 
only by the commiſſioners of the treaſury in _—_— fur- 
ther obſerved, that at the commencement of the late Adminiſtra- 
tion the ſum of 20001. was added to the ſalary of er Se⸗ 
cretary, in ger g enable him to ſupport the dignity of the fitus- 
dan, bs) even the injury of his 41 — cent, or his being 3 
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dependant: or burden on our eſtabliſſiments; a very conſiderable 
ſum was lately expended, not only in the purchaſe, but alſo in 
the improvements and repairs of an houſe for his accommodation 
in the Phoenix-park —the firſt effect, he had reaſon to apprehend, 
which the liberality of the Commons to the ſecretary would pro- 
duce, was, a penſion to the perſon who filled the office of Chief 
Secretary to the late Lord Lieutenant; and that to a greater 
amount than by the law of England can be granted to any one 
perſon. He proteſted againſt this meaſure as a dangerous pre- 
cedent ; if that perſon, after his conduct as miniſter of this coun- 
try, after placing penſions to a greater amount on the eſtabliſh 


ments than any of his predeceſſors for theſe laſt twenty years, was 


to be rewarded with an enormous penſion, he did not fee an ob- 
Racle to a claim for a ſimilar proviſion being made with ſucceſs, 
by the preſent and all future ſecretaries. . 

He ſaid he was ſorry to hear the oſtenſible miniſter avail himſelf 
of preciſely the ſame arguments, which his predeceſſors had ufed 
for theſe laſt ten years, when they roſe to oppoſe any reform in 
the penſion- liſt. He truſted the miniſter would excuſe his accep- 
tance of the old and hackneyed argument of confidence in admi- 
niſtration, which he had offered againſt any efficient meaſure being 
adopted in reſpect to penſions. When he ſtated to the right 
honourable member what an immenſe ſum that argument had coſt 
this nation, he truſted that the gentleman would not expect that 
he ſhould rely on it as a ſecurity againſt profuſion. From the year 
1773, to 1776, confidence in the Adminiſtration of that day had 
coſt this nation 100, oool. in new taxes, and 440, oool. raiſed by 
life annuities. In 1778, confidence in the Adminiſtration coſt 
300,000l. in life- annuities; a ſum 8 for the purpoſe of 
defence, and which produced on an alarm of invaſion, one troop 
of horſe, and half a company of invalids. In 1779, the then ſe- 
cretary, for the purpoſe of oppoſing a meaſure, for relief againſt 
the abuſes of the penſion- liſt, read in this Houſe an extract of a 
letter from the Secretary of State in England, expreſſive of the 
determination of the then Engliſh miniſtry, not to increafe the 
penſion-hſt, confidence was placed in the Adminiſtration of the 


but the grant produced 
180,000. exceſs: of expences. The ſame confidence coſt 20,0001. 
per annum for a police eſtabliſhment, which it his been proved 
at your bar, contributed to the violation inſtead of the preſer- 
ration of the peace of the metropolis” The ſame confidence cuſt 
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the nation laſt year 10,0001. charged for buildings and gardens 
in the Phœnix- park; in fine, we place near two thirds of the 
national debt to the account of confidence in the Adminiſtration 
of the day—therefore, he adviſed the preſent oſtenſible miniſter 
not to ſuffer even the ſuggeſtion of ſuch an argument to approach 
him; it was of ſuch a rank and bad odour, that it would taint 
his political character and ſyſtem, and make every reſpeQable 
man in this Houſe and nation, to turn away his face from the mi. 
niſter and his meaſures. 

He obſerved, that after all other efforts had proved ineffeQual 
to reſtrain the abuſes of the penſion liſt, the permanent ſecurity of 
law againſt thoſe abuſes had been propoſed 3 and what was offered 
by the ſecretary that night as an equivalent | The verbal aſſuran- 
ces of the miniſter of the day, whom perhaps he ſhould never ſee 
in the Houſe after this ſeſſion; and who certainly will not remain 
in this kingdom to fettle the accounts of the laſt, and moſt impor. 
tant year of his adminiſtration. We are aſked (to uſe a memora- 
ble expreſſi oy to accept as a ſubſtitute for the certain and infallible 

ſecurity of a law, the fallible and fugacious reſponſibility of a ſe. 
cretary. But it had been argued, that the preſent. was a good 
Adminiſtration, that no perſon ſuſpected that. they entertained 
intentions hoſtile to this country; therefore this was not the ſea- 
ſon for propoſing laws for ſecuring. the independence of Parlia- 
ment, or the revenues of the country from violation. He called 
the attention of the Houſe to the dangerous tendency of this ar- 
gument. He ſaid, he believed every man would admit, that 
good laws could not be obtained under a bad government; but 
the argument juſt ſtated had gone to prove, that good laws ought 
not to be propoſed under a good government; if therefore good 
laws could not be obtained under a bad government, nor propoſed 
under a good government, this argument proved, thàt they could 
not be obtained at all. An argument tending to ſtake the exiſ- 
tence of the liberty and property of a nation on the perſonal vir- 
tues of one man, is better ſuited to a good tyrant than a conſti- 


| tutional governor. He ſtated the fatal conſequences which mult - 


have enſued, if, after the revolution, ſuch an argument had been 
reſorted to by King William, when laws were propoſed for ſecur- 
ing the rights and liberties of the ſubject yet no prince or gover . 
nor was better entitled to rely on the argument of confidence in 
Government than the deliverer of theſe countries from oppreſſion 
and tyranny | And for proof that the law he propoſed was a good 
one, he referred the Houſe to the experience of England for near 
a century; and to the acts paſſed in that kingdom in 1782, and 
ſince, to give fuller effect and operation to the principles of the 
laws paſſed immediately after the revolution on the Une of 
penſions and places. 
He ſaid that on the firſt "i of this ſeſſion the Houſe had vot- 
ed, that the Adminiſtration of the late Lord Lieutenant was a 
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wiſe and ſteady one. If penfions to ſuch an enormous amount 
were added to the lift during ſuch an Adminiſtration—if the many 
and flagrant abuſes appearing on that lift could not be prevented, 
even by a wiſe and ſteady Adminiſtration, could relief, in this 
inſtance, be expected from the preſent Adminiſtration? Did they 
arrogate ſupernatural powers, or lay claim to greater merits 
than that of a wiſe and ſteady Adminiſtration? Diſtinguiſhed as 
the Duke of Rutland was by many private virtues and honsura- 
ble principles, is 1t to be ſuppoſed that theſe abuſes would have 

been committed, if certain meaſures had not been forced on him? 


an event which could not have happened if he had been protect- 


ed by the law now propoſed. He ſaid that preciſely the ſame 

ſervants of the Crown, who were in the confidence of the late 

Adminiſtration were confidential with the preſent. - Could it be 
ſuſpected that any of thoſe ſervants of the Crown would have ac- 

quieſced under thoſe abuſes, if they had power to reſtrain them ? 

and he aſked, if there was any taliſmanic influence in the patent 

creating the preſent Adminittration, which could either invigo- 

rate the mind, or alter the principles of thoſe ſervants? He ob- 
ſerved, it did not require much ſagacity to foretell, that notwith- 
ſtanding the good intentions of the preſent Adminiſtration, it 
would be impoſlible to reſtrain the abuſes of the penſion- liſt by 
their perſonal exertions. One of the firſt acts of the ' preſent 
Adminiſtration," was to be a charge on the eſtabliſhment, of a 
penſion, to an enormous amount, to the Principal Secretary of the 
late Lord Lieutenant. It was declared by the friends of the pre- 
ſent Government, that this meaſure was forced on them by the 
Engliſh miniſtry. Muſt not this circumſtance convince every - 
perſou, not only of the impracticability of thoſe abuſes being re- 
ſtrained by the perſonal exertions of the preſent Iriſh miniſtry, 
but alſo of the abſolute neceſſity of the law propoſed ? If ſuch a 
law was now in exiſtence, the Iriſh miniſter could anſwer the Bri- 
tiſh cabinet, that he was incapacitated by a law, ſimilar to that in 
Great Britain, from effecting ſuch a meaſure, and refer them to 
our ſtatute-book, to prove that no penſion exceeding 3ool. per 
annum could be granted to any one perſon, till the liſt was re- 
duced to 80,000l. and after the reduction, no penſion greater 


than 1200]. to any one perſon. Thus the revenues of the coun- 


try, and the honour of the Government would be at once 

ſecured. He ſaid he would admit the exertions of the preſent 

Chief Governor, to effectuate ceconomy ; his great aſſiduity and 

vigilance, which might proceed ſo far, that the Viceroy might 
keep in his own pofiefſion the keys of all the ſubordinate treaſu- 
ries in the kingdom; nay, he might not even ſuffer a nail to be 
driven in a public building without his licence ; all theſe exertions 
might produce temporary, but not ſolid and permanent advan- 
tages to Ireland. He aſked if there was another nobleman to be 
found in England, poſſeſſed of the patience and perſeverance, te 
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deſcend to the minuteſt detail in official buſineſs, in the manner 
which the preſent diſtinguiſhed character at the head of our Go- 
vernment did? 

He ſaid that the perſonal abftinence of the preſeut "ARES 
from. abuſe and depredation will, probably, produce this effect; 
it will give a reſpite of two or three years to our revenues, till 
they are repleniſhed and pampered in a degree, which may render 
them a richer feaſt for the rapacity of his ſucceſſor ; who will owe 
his capacity to abuſe, to the reſiſtance offered by the preſent mi- 
niſtry, to the paſſing of a law for his reſtraint; therefore every 
man muſt be convinced of the expediency and neceſſity of ſubſſi- 
tuting a legal incapacity to abuſe, in the room of a caſual inter- 
ference to reſtrain. By conſenting to a law, as a bartier againſt 
the miniſterial encroachment of England, and the corrupt impor- 
tunity of Ireland, the preſent Chief Governor would acquire a 
degree of character and confidence in this country, more perma- 
nent than any temporary populgrity; ; for his political celebrity 

will grow out of the hiſtory of his Government, and not depend 
on any accidental ebullition of the public mind. 

He entreated the oſtenſible miniſter, that he would not perſe- 
vere in an oppoſition to every meaſure propoſed for the redreſs of 
the great abuſes which he had ſtated; as ſuch a conduct mult 
deprive him of the confidence of the people; who would not fail 
to interpret his conduct in a very unfayourable manner, and would 
be induced to ſuppoſe that he had riſen, in his place, this night, 
and avowed that the Britiſh miniſtry conſider 1t-as inconſiſtent 
with the good of his Majeſty's Government in Ireland, or the yl 
tem of his Majeſty's miniſters in England, to reſtrain corrupt im- 
partunity, or aboliſh abject eng * kingdom; and 
that he had it in inſtructions to diſgourage the vain and ſpecula- 
tive idea of a right in Ireland, to e in the benefits of ſa - 
lutary meaſures adopted in England, or the expectation that a 
ſyſtem of good government is to be extended to every branch of 
the Bgtiſh empire that they further ſtated to the oſtenſible mi- 
niſter, that the apprehenſions of a general election in England, 

obliged them to affect economy 3 but in Ireland they had conh- 
. dence in the number of the friends of prodigality, which was be- 
come ſyſtematic in that country. Therefore, they added, as 
- you tender the welfare of the preſent Engliſh miniſtry, do not 

ſuffer the ſources of public corruption in Ireland to be impaired. 

He ſaid he was _ from even inſinuating that ſuch had been 
the ſpeech of the right honourable member, yet he was certain 
that ſuch ſentiments and language would be imputed to him by 
the people at large. He concluded. with — that as Admi- 
nillration had obje&ed. to a law, as reſtraining the prerogative, 
. be. ſhould move, as a meaſure, the next in point of efficiency, an 
_ addreſs: to his Majeſty, ſtating the various abuſcs in the penfion- 

liſt, [EIS na addition might be made to it, till i it was 


* 
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reduced to a certain ſum. He ſaid that this meaſure would arm 
the preſent miniſtry with power to reſiſt applications for penſions, 
as they could refer to this addreſs, and the King's anſwer 
granting the prayer, entered on the journals, by which the Chief 
Governor would be reſtrained. He accordingly moved | 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majefty to ex- 
preſs our inviolable attachment to his Majelty's perfon and go- 
vernment, and our zeal and readineſs to maintain the eſtabliffi- 
ments of this kingdom, in an amount adequate to the ſupport of 
his Government, and the dignity of his Crown. | 

« That having taken into our conſideration the income and 
expenditure of the nation, we find ourſelves obliged by our duty 
to his. Majeſty, to lay before him certain abuſes and miſapplica- 
tions of a conſiderable portion of the public revenue. 

% That this Houſe, determined to put an end to the ruinons 
practice of running in debt, and to raiſe the revenues of this 
kingdom to an equality with the eſtabliſhments, did in the feſſion 
of 1785, unanimouſly vote new taxes, eſtimated at 140, oool. 
per annum, and have continued theſe taxes in the preſent and in- 
tervening ſeſſions; that the charges of the eſtabliſhments, inftead 
of being equal to the revenues, have exceeded conſiderably the 
national income in the year ending Lady-day 1786, and that the 
exceſs of the expences on the net revenues in the year endin 
Lady-day 1787, was 180, Ool. That the improvident diſpoſi- 
tion of the public money in the article of penſions, is one among 
many other cauſes of that exceſs. 3 

«© That the liſt of penſions on the iſt of January 1788, appears 
to have enereaſed to the amount of 96, 2891. per annum, exclu- 
five of military penſions, and charges under the heat of incidents 
on the civil eſtabliſhment, and additional ſalaries to ſinecure offices, 
both of which are ſubſtantially penſions; a ſum greater than the 
penſion liſt of England, nearly equal to half of the charges on the 
civil eſtabliſhment, even in its preſent enlarged ſtate, and exceed- 
ing by 7000l. in one year, the charge of penſions on that eſta- 
bliſhment for two years, ending Lady-day 1757, when the Com- 
mons unanimouſly voted that charge an improvident diſpoſition 
of the revenue, an injury to the Crown, and detrimental to the 

ublic. | | | 

* That the penſions placed on the civil eſtabliſhment ſince the 
24th day of February, 1784, excluſive of thoſe granted in lieu or 
exchange of former penſions which have ceaſed, amount to 
17,000l, per annum that many of the penſions have been grant - 
ed to members of this Houſe during the pleaſure of the Cron, 
in violation of the principles of the conſtitution, and the honour 
of the Houſe of Commons. „ | 

; That his Majeſty's ſervants” in Ireland are ignorant of the 

cauſes and conſiderations which induced the grants of other pen- 
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own within the above period, and amounting to a conſiderable 

< That a ſyſtem of bartering penſions lately eſtabliſhed, is be- 
come an object of univerſal complaint; that the pernicious con- 
ſequences of this barter, extend even further than an abuſe of the 
royal bounty, and an injury of the character of the Parliament 
and Government of this country, as it involves the practice of 
changing the names of perſons, for whoſe lives penſions were for- 
merly granted; of — in the place of thoſe who are ad- 
vanced in years, the names of very young perſons, and of con- 
tinuing the penſions for the lives of ſuch young perſons—a prac- 
tice which mult effeQually prevent the diminution of the preſent 
penſion lift, and perpetuate a charge that is one of the greateſt 
burdens on the-eſtabliſhment. _ + | 

& That at the commencement of the Adminiſtration of the late 
Lord Lieutenant, the ſum of 4oool. was added to the ſalary of 
the Chief Governor of this kingdom, and 2000l. to that of his 
Principal Secretary; that notwithſtanding this increaſe of ſalaries 
the ſum charged for one year, ending Lady-day, 1787, as ex- 
pended on buildings and gardens in the Pheenix-park, is nearly 
equal in amount to half the falary of the Chief Governor, ex- 
cluſive of the charge incurred fince Lady-day, 1782, of 43, 936l. 
by purchaſing houſes in the Park for the accommodation of the 
Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary, and by paying ſalaries and 
other expences attending the Park ; and to the above ſums are to 
be added, two annuities or penſions, making together 750!. 
granted for lives, and charged on the eſtabliſhment, for the pur- 
poſe of compleating the purchaſe of houſes. in the Park for the 
Chief and another Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant. | 

That we cannot refrain from expreſſing our apprehenſions 
to his Majeſty, that the firſt effect produced by the liberal grant 
of his Commons, in ſupport of the dignity of the ſituation of 
Principal Secretary, will be a charge on the eſtabliſhment of this 
Liagdom, of a penſion to the perſon who enjoyed, under the Go- 
vernment of the late Viceroy, the great and various emoluments 
of that office —a meaſure, which we deprecate, as pregnant with 
a two-fold evil to this country—an immediate encreaſe of the 
public burdens, and an eſtabliſhed precedent for ſimilar charges in 
future. THE: * 75 . | 

That we have reaſon to apprehend that ſuch. penſion is to be 
fo enormous as to exceed conſiderably the ſum which, by the laws 
of England, can be granted to any one perſon for a like purpoſe, 
either at the preſent or any future period. | | 

That the penſions granted during the period in which he was 
_ confidential Secretary, conſiderably exceed the a t of thoſe 
placed on the eſtabliſhment during the Adminiſtraton of any of 
his predeceſlors, for the laſt twenty years. 
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That after all our efforts to reſtrain the groſs and repeated 
"abuſes in the diſpoſition of penſions have proved ĩneffectual, and 
our expectations from the promiſes of economy on the part of 
his Majeſty's miniſters have been uniformly fruſtrated, we have 
one certain reſource in his Majeſty's wiſdom and juſtice z and we 
reſt aſſured, that we ſhall obtain relief in an inſtance in which we 
are peculiarly the objects of his Majelly's protection, as the ſole 
authority, under which the ſervants of the Crown in this King- 
dom place penſions on the eſtabliſhment, is derived from his Ma- 
jeſty's letters, counterſigned only by Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ſury of England—officers who, from their ſituation, cannot be 
reſponſible to this Houſe for their conduct in the application of 
the revenues of this country. That united with Great Britain, 
by the ties of common intereſt as well as mutual affection, we 
ſupplicate his Majeſty, as the common father of his people, gra- 
ciouſly to permit his faithful and loyal ſubjects of Ireland to par- 
ticipate in the benefits of the ſalutary regulations adopted in 
Great Britain for the reduction of public expences; and we 
firmly rely on his Majeſty's. paternal goodneſs, that he will not 
ſuffer his faithful ſubjects in this kingdom, to endure the ſignal 
mortification of obſerving in the conduct of his Majefty*s mi- 
niſters in England, continued exertions to eſtabliſh a permanent 
ſyſtem of the ſtricteſt economy, as far as relates to Great Bri- 
tain, but of experiencing in the arrangements of the ſame mi- 
niſters reſpecting Ireland, an uniform diſpoſition to ſanction un- 
bounded profuſion, Having thus, with all humble ſub miſſion, 
in diſcharge of what we conceive to be our indiſpenſable duty, 
laid before his Majeſty the ſtate of the abuſes and miſapplicati- 
ons of a conſiderable portion of the public. revenues, we moſt 
humbly beſeech his Majeſty, for redreſs thereof, that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed not to grant a penfion exceeding the ſum of 
300l. per annum, in addition to the amount of penſions on the 
civil eſtabliſhment, on the 21ſt of January, 1788, to and for the 
uſe of any one perſon, and that the whole amount of the penſi- 
ons granted in any one year ſhall not exceed the ſum of 8ool, 
until the whole Penſion- liſt be reduced to 80,000). nor any pen- 
ſion granted after the ſaid reduction to or for the uſe of any one 
perſon, ſhall exceed the ſum of 1 200l. per annum, except to his 
Majeſty's Royal Family, or on an addreſs of either Houſe of 
Parliament. 8 285 5 

« That the abuſes in the penſion liſt had, by long acquieſ- 
cence, acquired ſuch a degree of ſtrength as to render the many 
private virtues and acknowledged conſtitutional principles of our 
late Viceroy in this inſtance, almoſt inoperative and inefficacious ; 
and we have too much reaſon to apprehend, that even the good 
intentions of our preſent Chief Governor will be feuſtrated, un- 
leſs his Excellency's exertions to effectuate the ſyſtem of cecono- 
my are aided and ſupported by his Majeſty's gracious and de- 
gided interference, | 
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Mr. Covoz TY. -I do moſt chearfully and heartily ſecond the» 
motion of my hon. friend; and I do ſo the more, becauſe his firſt 
motion was treated with neglect, which nothing that comes from 
kim could merit, and bacauſe the law propofed by him, being a 
part of the Britiſh conſtitution, was denied to this kingdom. It 
s in vain-for this country to ſeek for redreſs, as the ſame gentle- 

men are always conſulted upon the arrival of a new Viceroy and 
his Secretary, the ſame meaſures recommended, and at any rate 
an indemnity granted for the paſt. The right hon. Secretary has 
been informed of, and has adopted the old ſyſtem of governing 
this country. Does he imagine that gentlemen of equal know- 

doe, worth, and integrity, are not to be found on this fide of 
the Houſe? I could venture to affirm, that they are, and that this 
kingdom could be governed at half its prefent expenee. But as 
this fide of the Houſe has no other way of communicating their 
ſentiments to Government, it has gone into a true ſtate of facts 
for your information, and that of the people. Facts that could 
be proved at your bar, not to the ſatis faction, but to the morti- 
fication of the public. E 

By the bad government of America, Great Britain has loſt a 
great part of that continent; by the rapine and plunder of her 
Governors in the Eaſt Indies, ſhe had nearly loft that country, 
which could now only be ſecured to her by the juſtice and wif- 
dom of her peers. I ſhould be to the greateſt degree unhappy, 
1 by the continued oppreſſive and bad government of this king- 
dom, ſhe ſhould be led to ſpeculate: about a change ſhudder 
at the thought, and hope that by permitting the ſame ceermomy 
to he adopted here, as is reported to be going on in Britain, and 
by allowing this kingdom the fame ſalutary and conſtitutional laws, 
for the defence of her liberty and property—that time may never 
come; and that ſhe _— permitted to be governed by the men 
af the firſt property and character, who cannot be but intereſted 
in her welfare, and not by thoſe who live by, and laugh at her plun- 
der; that ſhe may be governed by men, who when they make 
Ews within doors, are fore from the good opinion of the publie, 
do kave them executed without, 


Captain Buzon faid the moſt natural way of treating the 
Ruge compotition that had juſt been read, would be to let it lie 
upon the table for the perufal of the members, for it was com- 
poſed of ſuch various and heterogeneous matter, that no man 
was: prepared to {ay whether the facts were true or falſe; they 
miglit be either from the curſory reading it had got. He doubt- 
eck much whetiier its ſtatements were true, but he was very cer- 


ham member through ĩhar vohime of miſcellanies which had juit 
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been read, but ſhould advert to that part of it only which related 
to the great increaſe of penſions, alleged to have taken place un- 
der the Adminiſtration of the Duke of Rutland, and which, in 
fact, amounted to no more than 10, oool. as the hon. member 
who moved the addreſs well knew ; although from the manner im 
which it is worded, the public might poſſibly be led into a mif< 
take, and ſuppoſe that it amounted to 17,000l. | | 
He acknowledged that the ſum of 10,000l. was a very great 
increaſe in ſo ſhort a time; but he faſſerted that more than one 
half of that increaſe was ia conſequence of the addreſſes, on the 
previous approbation of the Houſe, of the penſion of 3000l. a 
year granted to Lord Pery, and that of 2,500]. a year granted to 
Mr. Gerard Hamilton, in order to bring back to this kingdom 
the office of the Chancellor of the Exchequer—a meaſure whick 
has already proved of ſuch fignal advantage to the country. 
Theſe penfions, he faid, amounted to 5,500l. and that therefore 
it was evident, that of the increaſc of 10, oool. during the Duke 
of Rutland's Adminiſtration, 5,500). ſhould be placed to the ac- 
count of the Houſe of Commons, and 4,500). only to that of 
Government, - : 
He faid that it was eaſy for any gentleman who wiſhed to ex- 
patiate op the enormous increaſe of penſions, to ſingle out ſome 
particular period which would anſwer his purpoſe ; but to put 
that matter in 2 fair light, he ſhould ſtate to the Houſe the 
amount of penfions on the 2 1ſt of January laſt, compared with 
the amount of them at Lady-day, 1777 ; it appears from the 
papers on the table that the amount of penſions on the 21ſt of 
January was 96,289]. that the amount at Lady-day, 1777, was 
88,2451. ſo that there was an increaſe on the 2 1ſt of January of 
8044l.— But there had been granted within that period, in con- 
ſequence of the proceedings of the Houſe, a penſion of 8001 a 
year to the Gamble family one of 2000. to the family of Lord 
Chief Baron Burgh—one of 3cool. to Lord Pery—and one of 
2,500]. to Mr. Gerard Hamilton—amounting in the whole to 
9, 300l. and exceeding by the ſum of 1, 256l. the whole increaſe 
of penſions in more than ten years and three quarters, ending oa 
the 21ſt of January; fo. that if the Houſe had not called upon 
the Crown to grant theſe penſions, inſtead of an increaſe of 
8,0441. there would have appeared on that day a decreaſe of 1,266L 
He concluded by calling upon any gentleman to controvert his 
ſtatements if he could, and appealed to the candour and good 
ſenſe of the Houſe, whether under theſe circumſtances the in- 
creaſe of penſions was ſo enormous as to juſtify the meaſure that 
was then propoſed ? | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER.—lt was a wiſe prin- 
ciple of parliamentary order, that every propoſition which 1s in- 
troduced for diſcuſſion ſhould be as ſimple as poſlible ; but I be- 
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keve there never was ſo complicated or confuſed a buſineſs brought 
before any Houſe of Parliament, as that which is now offered by 
the honourable gentleman. No' man can ſay whether what it 
Rates be fact or not. It conſiſts of an hundred different aſſerti- 
ons, It aſſerts that his Majeſty intends to grant a certain pen- 
fron. Who knows that he does? It ſays that his Majeſty's ſer- 
vants are ignorant; which is neither very true nor very civil, It 
fays that the expences of Government have increaſed ; the fact is 
otherwiſe for this year they have fallen 1e, oool. It aſſumes 
and ſtates abuſes contrary to fact and to the expreſſed fenſe of Par- 
Eament ; and then it calls on the Houſe to pledge itſelf to an 
hundted things at once. It next goes into detail, and calls mea- 
ſures improvident which were done under the ſpecial direction of 
the Houſe. It ſays, our penfion-litt is greater than that of Eng- 
land, though I believe the honourable gentleman would be hard 
ſet to ſhew that fact, and yet he calls upon the Houſe to affirm 
it: It charges the late Lord Lieutenant with additions to the 
penſion lift, which were incurred by Lord Northington : It pro- 
poſes to the Houſe to cenſure its own act, in providing a reſidence 
for the Lord Lieutenant. In ſhort, I do not know what it 
does not aſſert or propoſe, but I know that ſuch a farrago was 
never offered to any aſſembly. 5 1 

But the great jet of the reſolution is to throw a cenſure upon 
the former Secretary. Sir, I maintain that a more honeſt man, a 
more faithful fervant of the Crown, or a more zealous friend to 
this country never held an office under Government; I know he 
was a man of truth and virtue, and whether he is to get a provi- 
fion or not, I am ſure he deſerves it. His zeal and attention to 
the welfare of this country had nearly coſt him his life, and great- 
ly impaired his fortune. 


Mr. Corky faid the ſubſtance of the queſtion before the 
Houſe was, whether the expenditure of the late Adminiſtration 
deferved cenſure or not. It would be unpardonable, he ſaid, in 
him, on a ground which he had ſo often gone over before in the 
detail, to enter into the particulars of the addreſs, or to involve 
the Houſe in figures. No man could juſtify the profuſion and 
. expences of the late miniſtry ; and he was one who thought it his 
duty to join in expreſſing his diſapprobation of it in the extreme. 
He would not detain the Houſe longer than to ſay, that he gave 
the motion of his honourable friend his hearty ſupport. 


Captain Buach moved the queſtion of adjournment. 


Mr. Cuxx Ax expreſſed his indignation at the motion for ad- 
journment on ſuch a ſubject, and at ſuch a time. He deſcribed 
the ſituation of England and Ireland, with reſpect to penſions. 
He ſtated the public revenue of Ireland, as ſpecifically appro- 
priated by ſeveral acts that created it; in defiance of which acts 
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the public funds had been uniformly applied in paying the wages 
of public proſtitution. He did not wonder it ſhould have been 
ſo, while that liſt remained unlimited by law. He obſerved on 
the depreſſion of the people, and the conſequent low ſtate of their 
repreſentation. Government here had been ſupported, not by an 
unrepreſented people, but by a few proprietors of thoſe unfortu- 
nate members of Parliament, who were hired or transferred for 
the benefit of their owners, and who ſtood not as repreſentatives, 
but as plunderers, between the people and the Crown. Hence, 
he ſaid, enormous levies were extorted from the ſubject ; yet 
| thieved from by the numerous hands they paſſed, ſmall was the 
pittance that made its way to the real ſervice of the ſtate. All 
the public ſervice had ever got was the ſcanty relics of private 
profligacy and ſpolia: ion. The oppreſſion, he ſaid, was aggra- 
vated by the characters of the greater part of our former Go- 
 vernments—without talents, or independence, or virtue. Yet 
notwithſtanding, he ſaid, our anceſtors had made ftruggles under 
theſe oppreſſions, when they were much ſmaller than they are. He 
read from the journals the reſolutions of the Houſe, which ſtated 
the then amount of penſions as an improvident and unconſtitu- 
tional waſte of the public treaſure. He then adverted to the 
preſent time—that lift had now ſwelled to near 100,000. a 
greater burden on this poor country than Great Britain, with 
all her reſources, thought herſelf able to endure. He ſtated the 
preſent diffuſion of knowledge in lreland ; we were become more 
a people, more ſenſible ef our wrongs, as well as of our rights. 
The public were taught to look up to the preſent Adminiſtration. 
He dwelt on the ſplendor of their entry and their reception, 
and the public applauſes given them in advance. The 
people had been flattered with the hope of general economy and 
reformation.——The public barque, toſſed for years on a deluge | 
of venality and corruption, thought at length, it found an Ararat 
to reſt on—and hailed the bird that approached it as the harbinger 
of reſpite and of ſafety. He could not but lament, he ſaid, that 
theſe fond preſages were of ſo ſhort duration. But unleſs the 
public was infatuated, he ſaid, they mult feel that their applauſe. 
and gratitude were premature. He feared the right honourable 
Secretary had been rather precipitate in taking the part he did, 
and ſo ungraciouſly, in ſubjects that regarded only our internal 
regulation. On ſuch occaſions, he could not ſee the wiſdom of 
committing the character of an Adminiſtration yet the right ho- 
nourable member had done ſo; he had done ſo by the perſonal part 
he took with reſpect to the South of Ireland. Though an utter 
ſtranger to our ſituation, his foot ſcarcely dry upon our ſhore, the 
ſirlt proof he gave of his ſagacity and humanity, was the diſmiſſal, 
the rejection from our bar, of a wounded and a ſupplicating na- 
tion. The right honourable member's exploits were not leſs diſ- 


tinguiſhed in the North. That city that ſtood eminently diſtin- 
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guiſhed for her bravery and attachment to the conſtitution, was, 
* ſingle daſh of a clerk in office, disfranchiſed, without even 
the formality of enquiry or accuſation—her rights were then 
offered on degrading terms—and the baſe boon was ſpurned at 
with a ſpirit worthy of Londonderry! And aſter all, as if this 
ſtretch of power was exerted merely to trifle with the eonſtitu- 
tion, her rights were reſtored without even being demanded. 
But, he faid, Adminiſtration had, perhaps, intended ſome 
amends to the extremes of the kingdom, by treating the metro. 
py with ſtill more ſignal outrage and contempt. This city, that 
given every teſt of confidence and affection in advance, peti. 
tioned againſt an odious inſtitution formed for the purpoſe of in- 
fluencing the fordid corporation and over-awing the citizen ; her 
charges were heard, and proved—we ſaw the load of expence— 
of brutal outrage—the general abhorrence z and yet this ſhame- * 
ful fund of patronage and oppreſſion was retained- and extended. 
He then ſtated the complaints of public extravagance and viola- 
tion of the conflitution in the late Adminiſtration, and aſked, 
which of theſe had been difcontinued or remedied in this? As 
to the late Viceroy, he reſpected his perſonal virtues, and lament- 
ed his fate his miniſters ought to mourn over his hearfe, but he 
could nat ſuffer either them, or his meaſures, to find ſheer under 
his pall. He then begged leave to bring into view, to the right 
honourable gentleman, the grievances ſtated in the propoſed 
addrefs, and the profeſſions of this Adminiſtration. He had put 
himſcHf upon a ground, from which he could not recede without 
bringing either hononr or ignominy on the -prefent Adminiftra- 
tion. The people could not be fo groſsly impoſed on, as not to ſee 
that an inftance or two of tigour againſt the delinquency of indi- 
viduals, was no better than partiality and oppreſſion, if not fol- 
lowed further. The point of the preſent addreſs was a demand 
of the conſtitution of Great Britain a law to limit the amount 
of penſions like her's—a law to preſerve the purity of Parlia- 
ment like her*'s—a law to check the corruption and preſumption 
there—if he oppoſed fuch a law, he would fink his own character 
and that of his Principal lower than the meaneft of his predeceſ- 
fors He was ſhocked, he faid, to hear the right honourable 
gentleman declare, that he thonght the limitation of penſions a 
violation of the prerogative, Where did the honourable gen- 
tleman learn that it was not the glory of prerogative, to be ſup- 
ported, and to be reſtrained by law? Or where did he learn that 
the prerogative of the father of his people conſiſted in leaving, 
at the diſcretion of an Iriſh Secretary, to confound the baſe and 
the worthy—to encourage and reward every human turpitude 
to pamper the worthleſs, and to plunder the induſtrious? He 
faid, the preſent Adminiitration were bonnd to adopt the addreſs 
by their profeſſions, and by their intereſt, if they meant to go- 
vern this country witk honour to themſelves, The country 
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would ſupport an upright Adminiſtration. It would be ſupport- 
ed by every man of real worth, and talents, in that Houſe. He 
then directed his addreſs to the gentlemen of conſideration, on 
the other ſide—he knew their ſenſations at that moment he 
knew the feelings of virtue, and of ſhame, that were ſtruggling 
in their breaſts he knew the prineiple on which many of them 
held places, the emoluments of which they deſpiſed but they 
held them from the well-grounded fear of their falling into baſer 
hands; he therefore called upon them to redeem themſelves from 
the awe in which their honour was held, by the venality of the 
mean and contemptible he conjured them to redeem themſelves 
from the ſhame of ſitting with ſuch aſſociates, as went into that 
Houſe for bread—who voted for pay—who, not daring to utter 
their own ſentiments, yet, preſumed to utter thoſe of the people, 
whom they were hired to betray. He inſiſted on the various 
grievances ſtated in the addreſs, and he concluded with beſeeching 
the Houſe not to add to the mortification of the people, by pre- 
venting their grievances from being heard by their Sovereign, by 
. whom they are unredreſſed, merely becauſe they are unkgeWn. 


Mr. Brzowxe (of the College) apologized for ſp; Aae on ſo 
exhauſted a ſubject, as he had never uttered a = it before, 
not even ſo far as to declare he would never take a penſion, 
However, having perſuaded himſelf at leaſt, that he was ade- 
quate to making and keeping ſuch a promiſe if neceſſary, and 
might venture into tht right honourable gentleman's book Sir 
Henry Cavendiſh's] he wiſhed to perſuade other gentlemen to 
coincide, To ſpeak in favour of economy in that place was 
certainly a deſperate taſk ; no leſs than to endeavour to perſuade 
| a very conſiderable part of that Houſe to relinquiſh a very con- 
3 fiderable part of their incomes : To prefer accuſation to the ac- 
cuſed themſelves, and beg of guilt to paſs its own ſentences. He 


$ recollected but one ſimilar inſtance, which was of a college of 

n Cardinals, who entreated a Pope to burn himſelf, and what was 

* odd the Pope did it ; let who can here flatter himſelf, that he will 

4 prevail on gentlemen to fine and amerce themſelves for their 

& offences. What can give ſpirit to an addreſs on the ſubject ? 
Why, the hope that repeated efforts will at length enſure ſucceſs 

4 the ſenſe that theſe attempts controul, if they do not amend ; 

- the hope that there may be ſomewhere a latent ſpark of virtue, 

5 that will catch the flame; ſome generous vibration of the mind- 

0 that will harmonize to the ſtroke; that we may recall perhaps 


4 ſome one ſinner to repentance; but even · if theſe hopes were vain, 
| who could fit ſilent, and hear futile and hacknied objections with- 
out reply. Indignatio facit verſus. 

p We are firlt told, ſaid he, in the language of Macbeth, you 
; eannot ſay, we did it. No! but we ſay, you ſuffer it. You 
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are guilty of omiſſive injuſtice. You look on, and ſee the wrongs 
of others. What does this language amount to? The abſence 
of poſitive injury is made a claim of merit. The vices of former 
Adminiſtrations are ſet up as pleas in bar to the virtues of the 
preſent. You defend yourſelves not on principles of reaſon, 
but on principles of ancient depravity. 

Next comes the argument of promiſed ceconomy, as yet it is 


in promiſe - but ſuppoſe it fulfilled, economy is not retrench⸗ 


ment —it is anſwer at croſs purpoſes. We complain of intolera- 
ble paſt and exiſting expences, and you promiſe future ceconomy, 
We aſk you to lighten our burden, and you anſwer—it ſhall not 
be encreaſed! _ | 82 | 

The royal bounty, ſay gentlemen, is not to be reſtrained. — 


-— 


No! let there be fund ſufficient for the reward of merit, and the 


indulgence of the Sovereign's affection. We wiſh not to reſtrain, 
but to defend the Crown to defend it from venal xapacity, ex- 
torting, by an abule cf a power given by the people, an income 
which is neither the premium of ſervice, nor the offspring of 
affe ction. . 5 % 5 . — 

It is faid, if you limit the penſion liſt, it will always be filled 
up to that limit. That, he ſaid, had been provided for by his 
friend's bill. There was no reaſon why it ſhould be filled to that 
limit. But, if unlimited, it would probably be always far 


beyond it. | 


That no new taxes had been impoſed, was a great boaſt, but 


the expences had exceeded the revenues, althougii 140, ocol. had 
bern obtained by a kind of pettifogging finance, on a condition 
of equalizing expence to income. But before this ſeſſion, the 
invention of taxation had been almoſt exhauſted, nor can we thank 
men for not proceeding further, when perhaps the difability of 
the nation made it impoſſible. Taxation had reſted upon every 
fail that wafts our commodities abroad, had clogged the wheels of 
juſtice, had crept into the cabin of every peaſant, in the ſhape 
of licence, had threatened the necefſfarics of life, and the founda- 
tions of manufacture had deſcended to the meaneſt objects, 
market women, and butcher's boys brothels and night houſes— 
places Which the grave Commiſſioners of the Revenue would 
not ſulſer their ſervants to viſit, and which none but a police-man 
Vas ſit to ente The world had pitied the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer for all the dirty ideas of taxation, whoſe tranſit he was 
forced to ſufſer over his mind. 
ut how is the abſence of new taxes an anſwer to the charge 
of preſent extravagance ? That does not prevent the people from 
fecing that many of the preſent taxes are unneceſiary. They 
arc nut the purchaſe of victory, nor of peace, nor of commerce 
—bur of corruption !—Bnbery runs in dificrent ſhapes—all tan- 
tan: ount to penſion, through every item of the public accounts. 
It is impoſſible to cateh this eel of penſion by the tail. Some- 


* 
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times it glews itſelf to the concordatum—or falls into the inci- 
dents—or happens, Lord knows how, to be in the military con- 
tingencies—or creeps into a bag or baſket in the Court of Chan- 
cery—or it turns to a political ſnail, and-after having dragged 


itſelf a ſufficient time through its own filth, creeps into a houſe ; 


or extravagance becomes a gardener and makes gravel walks, or 
a confectioner, and ſhelters itſelf in an icehouſe; and then comes 
a little hobbling ceconomy, but ſo ſhabby and ſo paltry, that 
every one is aſhamed” to keep company with it, except ſome 
poor beggars in the Houſe of Induſtry who want a roof over 
their heads, or ſome wretched woman who wants a little concor- 
datum, or ſome poor petitioner for parliamentary bounty, or ſome 
religious people who want a place in which to pray. But much 
parade about this wretched economy, much ſounding of the 
praiſes a parſimony of Government; a little dwarfiſh economy 
ſands on the battlements, mercly to tell what gigantic prodiga- 
lity lives within the caſtle; and then great exactneſs in the ac- 
counts, firſt millions, and then ſhillings, pence and farthings. 
Myriads of gold are ſtrewed over the rich extenſive fields of pro- 
digality, and you attempt to hide the waſte behind a heap of 
farthings. ” | 

He proteeded to notice the objection, that the penſion liſt had 
been in a great meaſure filled, in conſequence of parliamentary 
addreſſes; he ſaid it was not true as to one-fourth. The diſtinc- 
tion between ſuch penſions and the reſt was evident ; no one com- 
plained of that part of the catalogue; ſo far it was the roll of 
fame. As far as it is filled with the objects of public reward, or 
of the Sovereign's love, ſaid he, we do not complain. If it is deco- 
rated with the bright honours of naval or of military glory, let 
the laurel of victory ſhade it from every withering glance; If we 
ſee in it the names of any branch of the Royal Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick, we rejoice in our Sovereign's joy, and arc glad that every 
gem about his throne ſhould ſparkle in its pureſt brilliancy. If 
this Houſe had ſhewn its veneration for any illuſtrious ſhade, for 
virtiie immaturely extinguiſhed, or long and faithful domeſtic 
fervices, honour, and fame and gratitude ſhall weep over the 
name; and wipe out the baſe objection of any calumniator. There 
is another, the mourning maiden, nurſt in hope, ſacrificed in the 
ravages of death to poverty and diſappointment, daughter perhaps | 
of one you all loved. She too has a claim ſupreme, and her tears 


ſhould be wiped away by public tenderneſs. Theſe are figures 


that ſtart from the fond, and meet every eye: but who are they 
that follow ? Men whoſe merits, and whoſe claims are unknown, 
Whoſe very exiſtence is dubious. Who mock the eye of ſcru- 
tiny, and defy inveſtigation. —George Charles and ſuch like. 
And then come a numerous band, well known indeed, but known 


by diſgrace, and degradation; the public and profeſſed depen- 
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dants of the Crown, rewarded without ſervice, and diſtinguiſhed 
without honour. [Thoſe Pedarian ſenators who follow the mi- 
niſter in his goings out and his comings in; the movers of the 
previous queſtion, and the movers of adjournfhent, and the fathers 
of perplexing amendments, and the tribes that he in ambuſh to 
call ſincerity to order; and the ſtarlings that are taught to vocife. 
rate queſtion, queſtion. What claim have they to appear in the 
table of public liberality ? What exploits have they performed ? 
What political wiſdom ſhewn ? What fatigues have they under- 
gone, fave the watchings of political campaigns, or the coming 
down from the convivial board, at a late hour of night, to obey 
the mandate of corruption, Unworthy and humiliating ſtate, 
Voting without opinion, and ſupporting councils which they 
neither guide nor know. There are among them, men who if they 
had once looked back on the ſullied fragments of hereditary 
honours, ought to have deſpiſed ſuch wages. If fortune, ſufh- 
cient to feed all the wantonneſs of riot, if fortune, and not the 
foul made men independent, they would have been independent, 


But they had not pride enough to be poor. It requires much 


pride to be poor. Pride that bears ſo much the ſtamp and image 
of virtue. Pride ſo often the guardian of male as well as female 
honour. Pride itfelf is dead. We aſk not virtue. We would 
be content with pride. Let them enjoy their wretched wages! 
One thing they cannot have, and that is the reſpect of the heart. 
Reſpect, like love, is to be woog!, not commanded, It dehes the 
power of intereſt. Theſe feelings depend not on ourſelves. So 
Heaven has ordaiacd, for the puniſhment of avarice, and of am- 


bition, that the movements of the buman heart defy the power 


of man, | 
e then alluded to Mr. Qrde's expected penſion of 2000l. a 
year, This he obſerved was a delicate ſubject, leſt he ſhould ſeem 
to glance at the memary of a generous and- gallant man, whom 
we all deplore, whoſe keart mult have diſapproved of many mea- 
ſures that flole his name, if he had not been deceived by bad 
miniſters, till life had vaniſhed like an idle dream. Of this his 
miniſter, he was free to ſay, that he appeared to him to have led 
on a train of meaſures, arbitrary and inſidious. That he endea- 
voured in the infancy of commerce, to enſnare the unwary ſtranger, 
and in the ſame net to entrap the nſtitution. That by attacks 
on the liberty of the preſs, of the fubject, and of Ireland in gene- 
ral, he was conſtantly carrying on a kind of predatory war againſt 
our deareft rights. That be ſtood up boldly, and avowed the 
miſchief, and Taid acſam, qui feri, A witty friend of his had 
well obſerved, that he ſhould have added, in n Frous omnis, He 
came forward, with a ridiculous plan of education, which even 
his own friends now laugh at, and with a contempt for the erudi- 
tion of the country, which but ſhewed his own 1gnorance, 
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the ſhallowneſs of his obſervations on that country. Thie man, 


he thought, was not an object of public reward. _ g 
E | He obſerved on the miſchiefs occaſioned by penſioners ſitting 
S in the Houſe of Commons. The broad batis of confidence, be- 
4 tween the people and Parliament, melts away. It is in vain to 
a attempt any improvement in a houſe thus conſtituted. Let 
4 argument come forward, with all the ſtrength of truth, in the 


1 armour of eloquence, it falls harmleſs on their golden ſhields. 
; They receive it with truly Muſcovite inſenſibility. The abject 
troops of the miniſter have conquered, and will conquer again, 
not by the energy of act ive war, but becauſe they are inſenſible 
pl of ſtripes and wounds. To reduce the enormous influence of the 


; Crown in a Houſe ſo conſtituted was impoſſible. Even in another 
0 country, where penſioners lay under many reſtraints, which they 
oy have not here, the attempt which was boldly made had met with 
. the fate of the fabled matron, who, encountering the imperial 
Ws power of Jove, periſhed in the flames which kerſclf invited. 

1 le profeſſed himſelf a friend to the preſent miniſter, [Mr. 
* Fitzherbert] for whom he had perſonal reſpect, and whom he 
ch wiſhed to defend from rapacity, and from thoſe fat rogues, who 
. ſay, “ rob me, the King's Exchequer,” - 

wy He declared he aimed at no man in particular by any thing he 
I had ſaid, but, in general all. Nor had he attacked that gene- 
5 rous exertion, which endeavours to raiſe itſelf with honour, {ſuch 
5 exertions were natural and generous) but that wean ſervility, 
* which is willing to riſe by any means —at any price. Nor did 

x he wiſh to reſtrain the royal bounty, but to prevent its being 
_ abuſed by thoſe who extorted an income, that was neither the 
aha? premium of ſervice nor the offspring of afſection. 

l. a The queſtion of adjournment being now called for and put, 
eem the Houſe divided, | | 

Foy OT — 108 

Noes, — — 40 


SarURDAV, Marcn 1, 1788. 


A petition of the ſeſſions grand jury of the city of Dublin was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners are much concerned to find a meaſure revived in Parliament 
for erecting turnpikes on the ſeveral roads and avenues to this 
metropolis, leave being given to bring in a bill for that purpoſe, 
notwithſtanding ſuch has before met with the ſtrongeſt marks of 
diſapprobation from the inhabitants of the county and city of 
Dublin; that if ſuch bill ſhould paſs into a law it will be attended 
with the moſt oppreſſive conſequences to the citizens and manu- 


facturers of the city of Dublin, and operate as a tax upon their 


o 
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health and convenience, and in its tendency become a grievance 
to many thouſands of induſtrious tradeſmen, as by the payment 
of turnpike rates the various neceſſary articles of life which are 
daily brought into this city, will of courſe be raiſed in their price, 
whereby the citizens and working manufacturers will become ex- 
treme ſufferers under ſuch unneceſſary law; and therefore praying 
relief, © | | 
Mr. Kxox preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
to empower juſtices at their quarter ſeſſions to determine in a ſum- 
mary way all diſputes between party and party for any ſum not 
exceeding the ſum therein mentioned; which was received and 
read the firſt time. e 


Sir Lucius O' BRIxx preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for the more effectually preventing deceits and frauds 
in the manufacturiug of cordage for ſhipping, and to prevent the 
ilneit importation of foreign-made cordage, | 


. Alſo a bill for the better aſcertaining the tithes of hemp and 
ax; eres 
Which were received and read the firlt time. 


Mr. MoL.yxevx moved the queſtion of adjournment, | 


Sir Fazpexrics FLoop ſaid he hoped that the Houſe whuld 
not now adjourn. That ſome; time ago leave had been given to 
a right honourable gentleman to bring in a bill, for erecting turn- 
pikes on the different roads leading to the city of Dublin; which 
the right honourable gentleman had delayed bringing in, and on 
Monday laſt he had given notice to that right honourable gentle. 
man, that if he did not bring in his bill on a ſpecific day, he 
ſhould move for the order of leave to be diſcharged; and he then 
promiſed that he would bring it in on this day; in conſequence 
of which ſeveral gentlemen had come down to the Houſe, and as 
the right honourable gentleman had been in the Houſe and left 
the bill on the ſeat behind him, and as the ſubject had been dif. 
cuſſed over and over again, if the right honourable gentleman did 
not immediately make his appearance, he ſhould move that the 
order be diſcharged, ON : on 


Mr. OcLt (pointing to the bill) afſced was there no one to 
own it? Was it thrown on the public, without any one to father 
it? [at this moment Mr. Gardiner made his appearance. Oh! 
faid he, here comes its father. ;' „ pa Chg 


Sir Francis HuTcnixsox faid it was abſolutely neceſſary it 
ſhould be preſented without further delay, in order that the mem- 
bers might have time to conſider its merit. 


Mr. GazDinER ſaid he had been in the Houſe of Lords, where 
Þ ſubject of importance was then debating ; and where a great 


C 
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number of members of the Houſe were at that moment; he 
wiſned to have the bill diſcuſſed in a full Houſe, but from the 


preſent complexion of the Houſe, he ſhould poſtpone preſentin 
his bill till Monday. $7 d P 8 


Mr. WEs TRV expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that the right honou- 
rable gentleman would perſevere in a meaſure which had been fo 
often reprobated, and fo often rejected; for his part, he ſaid, he 
ſhould give the bill his moſt decided negative, and in doing ſo 


| he ſhould feel himſelf highly gratified, as the wiſhes of his con- 


ſtituents and his own ſentiments perfectly coincided in reſpe& to 


the meaſure propoſed by the right honourable gentleman, 


The queſtion of adjournment was now put and negatived with- 
out a diviſion. 


Sir FxeperICx Fr oo then moved that it be an inſtruction to 
the committee who were appointed to prepare the ſaid bill, to 
bring in the ſame forthwith, | 


Mr. GanbinER ſaid, if the honourable Baronet would conſent 
to withdraw his motion, he ſhould preſent his bill. 


Sir FaeDezick FLood conſented to withdraw his mation. 


Mr. Gazmues then preſented a bill for the improvement of 
the principal avenues leading to the city of Dublin, by eſtabliſh- 
ing turnpikes thereon ; which was received and read the firſt 
time. N ; 1 | 

He then moved, that the bill be read a ſecond time on Monday 
next. a - | 


% 


Sir FazDezicx FLood ſaid he ſhould not inſult the under- 
ſanding of the Houſe, by taking up their time in entering into 
the demerits of the bill, which was the ſame in its principle as the 
bill rejected in 1785, 1786 and in 1787, and he ſhould therefore 
move that the bill be read a ſecond time on the 1 of Auguſt 


next. 


Mr. Garvinex declared, for his part, he was no way intereſted 
in the meaſure, but the landholders of the county of Dublin were 
aſſeſſed 28. an acre to keep the roads of the county in repair; 
and, he ſaid, there was not a city of its magnitude in Europe, 
that bas ſuch ſhameful avenues leading to it, as the city of Dub. 
lin has. He ſaid gentlemen oppoſed the bill without having any 
thing to propoſe to ſubſtitute in its room. 8 EEE 
The queſtion that the bill be read a ſecond time on the 1ſt of 

uguſt next, was now put and carried in the affirmative, with 
only one diſſenting voice. F 


7 
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Nr. Denis DaLy ſaid he roſe to preſent a bed on a mat- 
ter fo intereſting to the Houſe, and which, he was perſuaded, 
demanded their attention ſo much, that be doubted not they 
would give it the. greateſt eonfdertioh.” He would only obſerve, 
that rhe petition did not at all interfere with the act of Parliament 
for trying the merits of conteſted elections. He then moved the 
Houſe to receive the pation of John Maxwell, Eſq. 


„Sir HENx enn ſaid that if the petition went to reflect 
in the leaſt on the e e of the committee, on the Cavan 
election, it would be an attack on the rights and privileges of that 
Houſe, and the receiving the petition would be contrary to the 
wage. and law of Parliament. | 

Mr. Oba ſaid that as the ſelect committee 3 from law 
an independent juriſdiction, and as their deciſion was final, ſo 
their proceedings ought to be. free and uninfluenced; but 1 the 
Houſe ſhould reſume a power to review their proceedings, or in 
any wife to cenfure their conduct, there would then be an end of | 
all freedom in their proceedings, and conſequently of all the ad- 
vantages of the Grenville lat. If any members would be mean 
enough to act on eommittees under , ſuch circumſtances, they 
would be biaiſed by that which might happen to be the prevailing 
power of the Houſe; 'and deciſions on conteſted, elections would 
hereafter be as little regulated by law or equity, as they bad been 
previous to the palang of Mr. Grenville's law. 


The ATTorxty: GENERAL faid it is true, the deciſion of the 
committee is final; but ſuppoſe the petitioner was not ſuffered 
to produre w itneſſcs, or to go into æyidenee, ſuppoſe the commit - 
tee had locked themſelves up, ot acted i in an arbitrary manner; 
ſuppoſe it ſhould 2ppear that the merits of the ceo were Never 
tried at all, would not the Houſe even hear the Sen of Fi 
- petitioner ? Nay, was it not poſſible that Mr. Maxwell migh 
have a Peg ſo Ts that Fe 5 paſs an act tor 12 


>The queſtion was put that the petition be 25 received, ai 
negatived without a Heiten 


A petition of William Somerville, Eſa; was, 3 to the 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner on the 28th 
day of June, 1784, was ſcized by virtue of a leaſe of lives with 
a covenant for perpetual rene wal of ſeveral houſes and grounds 
fituate in Abbey- -ſtreet, Drogheda- ſtreet and Henry-ftreet, in 
the city of Dublin ;' viz. ins houſes 3 in Abbey: ſtreet, from num- 
ber 132 to number 140, both incluſive, the entire weſt fide. of 
Drogheda-ftreet, a part of Prince? e * the ground rent 
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of ſix houſes in Heury- ſtreet; that the ſaid houſes and grounds 
were then in the actual poſſeſſion of the petitioner's under-tenants, 
who held the ſame under leaſes made by the petitioner's anceſtors 
near a century ago, at a moderate rent of 1111. 138. 4d. for the 
whole concerns, and the terms demiſed by ſaid leaſes were then 
nearly expired; that on the ſaid 28th day of June, 1784, the 
commiſſioners for making wide and convenient ſtreets, cauſed 
two juries to be ſworn at the Tholſel of the city of Dublin, pur- 
ſuant to notice in the public papers, for the purpoſe of valuing 

the petitioner's intereſt in the premiſes ; that on the 27th day of 
October and 24th day of November, 1784, the ſaid. juries, after 
due aud proper enquiry, reſpectively met and valued the intereſts 
of the petitioner in the ſaid houſes and grounds to the fum of 

-c071: 108, and 360l. 6s. 8d. making in the whole the ſum of 

73671. 16s. 8d. that the petitioner ſhortly after the ſaid 28th 

day of June, purſuant to an order of the ſaid commiſſioners, fur- 
niſhed them with a ſtate of his title, which was approved of, and 
at the ſame time, purſuant to their order, the tenants leaſes were 
handed over to the agent of the ſaid commiſſioners, and are {ll 
i in their cuſtody ; that the ſaid commiſſioners had cauſed a valua- 
tion in like manner to be made of ſaid tenants ſeveral intereſts, as 
will appear by the inquiſition had on the-occafion in the hands of 
their agent, if neceſſary to refer to ſame ; that it is now-upwards 
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of three ycars ſince the ſaid houſes and grounds were valued, and 
the petitioner has not received the purchaſe money or any part 
thereof, or any compenſation or intereſt for-the ſame, which he 
humbly conceives to be a pecuhar grievance to him, as it appears 
that the value of his intereſt, aſcertained in manner aforeſaid on 
the ſaid-23th- day of O&ober and 24th day of November, prin- 
cipally depended on the future riſe of the reat after the expiration 
of the ſubſiſting leaſes, ſome of which would expire in fix years 
7 after the ſaid valuation, therefore his intereſt would encreaſe-in 
, its value every year in a very great proportion; that the petitioner 
5 is not only injured by not having received the appreciated value, - 
F but the commiſſioners having got an abſolute dominion over the ; 
2 tenants, ſome of them having ſuffered the houſes to fall down, 
” and negle& to pay the old rent, nor can the petitioner, circum- 
| ſtanced as he is, enforce the payment or the performance of the 
d tenants covenants ; that the petitioner hath frequently applied to 
the ſaid commiſſioners for relief in the premiſes, but they never 
N granted him any, pleading that they had not a fund ſufficient in 
h | \thejr hands * therefore praying relief. 
K | A petition of the corporation for promoting and carrying on 
- the Tyrone navigation, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 
* ſetting forth, that the canal from Lough Neagh to Coal Iſland 


Pf in the county of Tyrone has been always ſupported by grants of 
1 | Parliament or by the 


money made from time to time either by 
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navigation board, and that there never has been any toll collected 
from boats navigating that canal, neither do the petitioners think 
it would be judicious to levy a toll which muſt of neceſſity fall 
principally on coals, and thereby counteract the good effects of 
the premium which Parliament in their wiſdom have thought fit 
to offer for the encouragement of national collieries ; that if the 
Houſe ſhall pleaſe to grant 1201. per annum out of the funds for 
carrying on inland navigations, the commiſſioners of the Tyrone 
navigation are ready to contract to keep the faid navigation in 
conftant- good condition, they will account regularly for. the ex- 
penditure of the ſame, and will engage neverto levy any toll from 
boats laden with Iriſh coals ; the petitioners beg leave to refer to 
the report of the committee of the Houſe which ſat in the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament to enquire into the ſtate: of the Tyrone col- 
heries and navigation, from which it appears that the- proſperity 
of the linen trade in a great part of the counties of Tyrone, Derry, 
Antrim, Down and Armagh, does entirely depend on the cgl- 
lieries in Tyrone, and on an eaſy and effectual communication 
being kept open between thoſe collieries and Lough Neagh ; the 
petitioners further beg leave to obſerve that by the bounty of Par- 
lament a ſteam engine has been lately erected at the collieries of 
Drumglaſs, which fully anſwers the moſt ſanguine expectations of 
the proprietors, but that unleſs an eaſy communication ſhall be 
kept open from thence to Lough Neagh, the public never can 
be in any conſiderable degree benefited thereby; the petitioners 
therefore ſubmit the premiſes to the conſideration of the Houſe, 
praying that they may make ſuch order thereon as to them ſhall | 
2 ; *#* , 


meet. l 


A petition of the common brewers of the diſtrict and city of 
Cork, and alſd of the principal towns in the county of Cork, 
whoſe names are therteunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the -Houſe 
Aud read; ſetting forth, that the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment in this kingdom, entitled an act for the better collecting of 
bis Majeſty's revenue, and for the continuation and amendment 
of ſeveral laws heretofore made for that purpoſe, has been pro- 
duRive of every defirable advantage, by advancing his Majeſty's 
revenue, promoting the petitioners trade, and improving the 
quality of their manufacture: that the exciſe on beer and ale in 
the diſtrict of Cork for the fix months commencing the 24th day 
of June laſt paſt (from which day the ſaid act was in force) until 
the 24th day of ber laft, exceeded the exciſe for the ſame 
pace in the year 1786 by a ſum of 800l. and upwards; that 
ſince the commencement of the ſaid act the beer and ale brewed 
by the petitioners are conſiderably better and more univerſally 
.conſumed, and that the clauſe reſtraining the petitioners from 
giving credit has been of _ manifeſt advantage, and ſtands diſtin- 
guiſhed for its utility; that the petitioners humbly hope for ſome 
legal regulations for the admiſſion of perſons intending to become 
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brevrers, and alſo that the chief commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
revenue, or any three of them, ſhall be impowered by law to re- 
fuſe licenſe to any perſons for brewing beer or ale, and alſo to 
annul or withdraw the licenſe of any common or retailing brewer 
in like manner as by an act paſſed in the 26th year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign they are empowered to do with reſpect to retail- 
ers; that by continuing this act the petitioners would not have 
any other mode of procaring cuſtom or buſineſs than by purchaſ- 
ing the beſt corn and other materials, and improving the quality 
of their manufacture; and therefore praying the Houſe: to con- 
tinue the ſaid act of laſt ſeſſion, with ſuch amendments as therein 
mentioned, and alſo with ſuch other amendments as the Houſe 
may think proper; and in cafe it may not pleaſe the Houſe to 
make the ſaid act binding on the whole kingdom, that the ſame 
| ſhall be made local for the city and county of Cork, the e e. 
brewers of the latter having expreſſed their wiſhes to be included 
therein; and alſo that all malt liquor brewed in or brought from 
any other diſtrict of this kingdom into any place or diſtrict bound 
by this law ſhall be ſold under the ſame regulations, terms and 
prices as the brewers of the diſtrict (in which the purchaſer 
thereof lives) are obliged to obſerve. | 


A petition of George Roe, keeper of his Majeſty's gaol/of 
| Newgate, with a certificate of the Lord Mayor, Recorder and 
Sheriffs of the city of Dublin annexed thereto, was preſented to 
the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that ſome perſon preferred a 
complaint to the honourable committee for regulating gaols, re- 

ſpecting one Charles Walſh, a turnkey, keeping an ale-houſe in 
Green-ſtreet, which was kept by Walſh's wife, or ſome perſon 
for her, but as ſaid Walſh did not attend or interfere therein, the 
. petitioner, until lately, did not diſcover ſame 3 but on the peti- 
tioner being informed it was improper to, have ſuch, he immedi- 
ately gave notice to ſaid Walſh he would diſcharge him, notwith- 
ſtanding the petitioner humbly ſubmits he could not have prevent- 
ed faid Waiſh's wife from keeping a houſe where ſhe. thought pro- 
per, and petitioner takes leave to aſſure the Houſe that he will 
uſe the utmoſt care and vigilance in future to prevent any ſuch, 
and will not-admit any perſon employed about faid gaol to keep 
any alc or beer-houſe; that the petitioner, as ſoon as he diſco- 
yered fame, would have inſtantly diſcharged ſaid Walſh, but that 
he could not obtain a perſon for ſaid employment whom he could 
entruſt with the care of a number of public offenders, many of 
whom charged with forgeries and other capital offences, and ſeve- 
ral under ſentence of death, particularly as the petitioner on a 
recent occaſion (viz. that of the late unfortunate Mr. Keon) re- 
cCeived the ſtrongeſt proofs of ſaid Walſh's care and good conduct, 
having rejected the offer of a large ſum of money, and whoſe at- 
zention, good behaviour and diligence can be teſtified by the right 
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honourable the lord mayor, ſheriffs and magiſtrates of this city; 
that petitioner-begs leave to explain to the Houſe as to the charge 
made reſpecting ſome journeymen pin-makers, who are confined for 
yeral acts of combination, and receive ample ſupport from other 
perſons of ſaid trade concerned with them; the apartment, which 
ia ſpacious room, was rateably ſet down by the lord mayor and 
city committee at the rate of 1s. 1d. per night for each and every 
perſon ſleeping therein, and in which the petitioner fixed two 
beds, with other neceſſary accommodation, which at firſt con- 
tained fix of faid pin-makers, but from the encreaſe of priſoners 
other parts of the gaol became crouded, when three others of 
ſaid pin - makers earneſtly beſought to be their companions, and 
have a lodging in the ſaid room, and in compliance with their 
repeated requeſt the petitioner went to the expence of alſo putting 
up two other beds for their accommodation, ſo that nine perſons 
were in ſaid apartment at 48. 4d. per week each, amounting to 
IL 198. but which number petitioner would not have admitted 
together but at their defice, and from the incomplete and unfiniſh- 
ed ſtate of ſaid gaol petitioner had no other place to keep them 
in; the petitioner, however, on being informed that ſaid perſons 
could not pay for ſaid apartment, has entirely remitted to them, 
not only a charge now due for ſame, but has declared he will not 
demand or receive from them any further weekly rent during their 
eonfinement, although the petitioner labours under the greateſt 
diſtreſs by his ſalary and pteſentments remaining unpaid, and pe- 
titioner is not withſtanding obliged to lay out and advance ſeveral 
large ſums of money for ſupplying ſaid gaol and priſoners with 
coal, ſtraw, candles and other neceſſaries, and which ſums are 
detained and remain undiſcharged for the term of one, two and 
more years, which he humbly repreſents as a great grievance 
under which be labours, and hopes for redreſs from the Houſe ; 
that. if petitioner had intermeddled or cauſed to be moved the body 
of any perſon dying in gaol without a coroner's inqueſt being firlt 
held, he would be liable to puniſhment, and all that he in ſuch 
caſe could do was to apply to the coroners, who were at that 
period, being Whitſuntide, out of town, which the ſeveral ſu- 
* of ſaid gaol well knew; that as he humbly hopes 
has hitherto conducted himielf in a becoming manner in his 
department, he is emboldened alſo to hope and ſolicit the accuſ- 
tomed humanity and indulgence of the Houſe, and he will by his 
future conduct prove that no cauſe of complaint ſhall again appear 
before the Houſe, as he will diſcharge ſuch perſons as have been 
the occaſion of ſuch complaint. ' 
We, the Lord Mayor, Recorder and High Sheriffs of the city 
of Dublin, certify that the above-named petitioner, George Roe, 
ath, as far as hath lain within our knowledge and obſervation, 
conducted himſelf in a becoming manner in his department, and 
that we never knew him to have becn guilty of any corrupt or 
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improper act, but that his conduct has appeared to us to have 
been diligent and humane as a gaoler of the city of Dublin, and 
we have always conſidered him to be a perſon of honeſt and fair 
character, and do humbly recommend him as ſuch. Given under 
our hands this 3d day of March, 1588. 


a" 


— | — — 
TorsDay, Maxcy 4, 1788. 


Sir Lucivs O' BEN preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for the relief of perſons who have omitted to qualify 
N according to law; which was received and read the 

rſt time. 


Several bills were read a 8 time, but there was not any 
buſineſs that produced debate. 


1 * 22 
* 


* 


Webxkspav, Manch 5. 1788. 


Mr. Hayes (of Avondale) pteſented to the Houſe, according 
to order, a bill for the better preſervation ef ſheep, and the more 
ſpeedy detection of ſheep- ſtealers; which was received and read 
the firſt time. a „ | | 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe 
on the bill ro aſcertain the tithe of hemp and flax, Mr. Maſon in 
the chair. 7 | 1 | 


Mr. GrartTan faid that the bill would extend its regulation 
throughout the whole kingdom, which he thought unneceſſary 
and improper, as in ſeveral parts there was already a modus for 
the tithe of flax; he muſt, therefore, if the right honourable ba- 
ronet [ Sir Lucius O'Brien} perſiſted in his intention cf making 
the bill general, move to exempt thoſe places where a modus is 
already eftabliſhed. | | 


Mr. BxownLow propoſed to confine the operation of the bill 
to Munſter only. . - Po 


Mr. STewarT faid that the modus for flax in the North was 
64. each ſowing, be the quantity great or ſmall ;- this was chear- 
fully paid by the people, and received by the parſon in a ſatisfac- 
tory manner; he therefore hoped no innovation would be made, 
where all parties were content under the preſent modus. | 


It was agreed that flax ſhould be entirely ſtruck out of the 
bill, and its proviſions made to relate to hemp only. 


The committee then reported the bill, which, with its amend- 
ments, was agreed to by the Houle, and ordered to be ingroſſed. 
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Tuuxspar, Marcn 6, 1788, 


Alderman Wanzen moved. that the bill for regulating the 
Pipe-water in the city of Dublin, be committed for Monday. 


Sir Jonx Braquirke ſaid the bill was highly exceptionable, 


as it went to lay a double tax; befides he had been informed 


that the bill had been very materially altered ſince it was firſt in- 


troduced into the Houſe. 


The Sytaxtx obſerved, that if any alteration had been made 
in the bill fince it came into the Houfe, it was highly improper. 


Alderman Warren declared he knew of no alteration that had 
been made in the bill, nor. had he made the ſmalleſt. 


Mr. HAxrrzr moved that the bill, with the leave of the 
Houſe, be withdrawn, in order to bring in a more correct one; 
and the order for going into a committee on the bill on Monday 
be diſcharged. ——The motion paſſed. | 


The ATTorxey Gtnexar preſented to the Houfe, according 


to order, a bil to repeal an act paſſed in the twenty-eighth year of 
the reign of King Henry VIII. entitled an act of appeals; 
and to enable the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Com- 
miſſioners for the cuſtody of the Great Seal of this kingdom, for 
the time being, to iſſue commiſſions of appeal from the Courts of 
the Archbiſhops within the ſame ; which was reccived and read 
the firſt time. F k 


Mr. Poxsoxsr preſented to the Hovſe, according to order, 
2 bill for the further amendment of the ſeveral laws relative to the 
regiſtering of freeholders; which was received and read the firſt 


time. | 
The Canancreitor or THE Exchrobex preſented to the 


Houſe, according to order, a bill for extending to the roads lead- 


ing to Dublin through Raheny and Clontarf, the provifions of an 
act paſſed in the twenty-fixth year of his Majeſty's reign, entitled 
an act for making, widening and repairing the road leading from 
Dublin to Malahide, and for erecting turnpike gates, and reeciv- 
ing tolls thereout in aid of tlie barony preſentments, and for ap- 
pointing truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes into execution, 


and alſo for continuing the faid act; which was received and read 


the firſt time. . 
X — — ——  —— _____— 4 


Freainar, Marcy 7, 1788. 


Mr. Mason preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
for more eſ.eRually preventing frauds againſt his Majeſty's reve- 
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nue, and for continuing and amending the ſeveral acts of Parlia- 
ment therein mentioned; which was received and read the firſt 
time. ' 


Mr. GzaTTax preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 
a bill for the better aſcertaining the tithe of rape; which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. . 


Alſo a bill to encourage the improvement of barren lands; 
which was received and read the firit time. | | 


Mr. BoLTow preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill to regulate the admiſſion of freemen into corporations, and to 
empower the juſtices of the courts from whence writs of manda- 
mus {hall iſſue to award eoſts to the party aggrieved ; which was 
received and read the firſt time. | | 


* fr 
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SATURDAY, Marcn 8, 1788. 


A petition of the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the coun- 
ty of Limerick, at 3 1788, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that many and great advantages 
to this nation in general, and to the ſaid county in particular, 
would ariſe from a completion of the navigation of the river 
Shannon ; that it. would add much to the export trade of the city 
of Limerick, by which a vaſt influx of wealth muſt neceſſarily 
follow, and would be attended with many other eſſential benefits 
to this kingdom ; and therefore praying aid. 


Mr. Grattan preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 2 
bill for the better aſcertaining the tithe of flax in the province of 
Munſter ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Sir Henry CavennisH ſaid he roſe to give notice to the 

Houſe, that he would at an early period of the next ſeſſion of 
Parliament, introduce a ſubje& which very materially intereſted 
this country. He ſhould not, he ſaid, at preſent make any mo- 
tion relative to it, as the Houſe was ſo very thin, but he thought 
proper to appriſe gentlemen of his intentions. He ſaid there 
was very much wanted in this country, a regulation of money 
weights, for we had no ſtandard weights, and as the ſituation of 
this kingdom was now ripe for it, he would propoſe that an en- 
quiry into the ſtare of the currency of this country ſhould take 
place, as well Britiſh as forcign coin; and in order to make this 
enquiry, he ſhould move next ſeſſion of Parliament for a committee 
to be appointed for that purpoſe ;. and his object was to move an 
addreſs to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he would 
lay before his Majeſty the humble defire of this Houſe, that his 
Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to eſtabliſh a Mint in this 
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kingdom. He obſerved that this country had ſuffered theſe ſeveral 
years paſt very confiderably, for want of a Mint; at the ſame 
time he was well aware that every thing reſpecting the coinage of 
money was the prerogative of the Crown, but as he did not mean 
in the leaſt to treneh on the rights of that prerogative, he ſhould 
bring forward his meaſure in the moſt refpe&ful and conſtitutional 
manner; and he mentioned it thus early that gentlemen may not 
plead ignorance of the ſubject, and he hoped that gentlemen 
would between this and the next ſeſſion, turn it ferionlly in their 
mind, and give it that attention which its magnitude required. 


* 
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A petition of the Woollen Manufacturers of the city of Dublin 
and liberties adjoining, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners have long been and {till are ſubject to great injuries and 
I{fes by reafon of the depravity of their working people, who 
apparently without remorſe daily embezzle, pilfer from or defraud 
the petitioners of quantities of wool and yarn entrufted to their 
care; that ſeveral perſons now acting as petty manufacturers 
openly avow themſelves to be the purchaſers of wool and yarn ſo 
Pilfered from the petitioners,” and there are alſo many others 
equally criminal, who have not yet thought proper thus publicly 
to declare themſelves agents in theſe illicit practices; that the 
petitioners humbly conceive ſuch nefarious and iniquitous traffic 
could not be ſucceſsfully carried on for years (as this has been) 

were it not for the very great difficulty, nay almoſt impoſſibility 
(as the law now ſtands) of the petitioners proving a juſt and legal 
title to their property when thus alienated ; that in the nineteenth 
and twentieth years of his prefent Majeſty the petitioners under- 
ſtand an act paſſed for the relief of the ſilk manufacturers, who 
prior to that period had repeatedly ſuffered many and great inju- 
ties of a ſimilar nature; and petitioners have heard and believe 
that the aſſiſtance of Parliament hath been afforded to the woollen 
. manufacturers of Cork alſo, by a bill or clauſe in ſome bill of the 


hike tendeney z and therefore praying redreſs, 
1 Mr . Haves (of Avondale) preſented to the Houſe, accord- 


ing to order, a bill to explain and amend an act made in the 
| Gich and Gxth years of his preſent Majeſty George III. entitled 
an adi for the encouraging the cultivation and better preſerv. tion 
of trees, ſhrubs, plants and roots; which was received and read 
the firſt time. 3 "RES e 8 

A petition of the Corporation, and alſo of the common Brewers 
of the city of Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
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was preſented-to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that ſeveral 
of the clauſes introduced into the revenue law of the laſt ſeſ- 
ſion, and which the petitioners underſtand are intended to be 
re enacted by the revenue bill before the Houſe, have been 
found from experience to be highly injurious to the brew- 
ing trade of ſaid city, and inadequate to the purpoſes for 
which they were intended, having by their operation conſiderably. 
encreaſed the importation of Engliſh malt liquor; that the peti- 
tioners beg leave to object to oaths being preſcribed to them, 
binding them thereby to carry on their crade faithfully and honeſtly, 
the petitioners conceiving it to be diſgraceful and unneceſſary to 
oblige them to ſwear that they will carry on their trade faithfully 
and honeſtly, inaſmuch as it is the policy, as well as the duty, 
of every honeſt and conſcientious manufacturer ſo to do; and if 
men of X different deſcription ſhould unhappily engage in the 
petitioners trade, oaths would not-be binding upon them, which as. 
the petitioners humbly apprehend proves ſuch a meaſure to be an 
inlet to perjury, and highly oppreſſive and injurious to the con- 
ſcientious trader; that the clauſe contained in the oath which the 


| petitioners were obliged to take by ſaid law, and which they un- 


derſtand is alſo introduced in the bill now depending before the 
Houſe, preſcribing the quantity of malt and hops that are to be 
uſed on a barrel of ale, is, as the petitioners are able to prove by 
calculation, ruinous to the petitioners, - as the value of the mate- 
rials and work added to the duty exceeds what they can by law 
receive for ſuch barrel of ale when manufactured; beſides which 
the petitioners humbly conceive; that ſaid clauſe is mjurious to 
agriculture, petitioners being compelled thereby to uſe the cheapeſt 
and loweſt quality of grain in brewing of ale; that the clauſe 
contained in ſaid oath which prohibits the petitioners from giving 
any gift, allowance or perquiſite to the retailer of malt liquor, the 
petitioners humbly conceive to be unneceffary, inaſmuch as the 

petitioners are already reſtrained in that particular by a law made 
for that purpoſe; that the clauſe which prevents the brewer from 
taking back any drink that may prove unſaleable, without a cer- 
tificate from the ſurveyor, has been found in many inſtances to be 
oppreſſive and injurious both to the brewer apd retailer; for as all 
manufactures are liable to accident, if ſuch unſaleable drink, not 
having been adulterated by the retailer, cannot be taken back 
without the ſurveyor's certificate, which it may frequently happen 
cannot be obtained within the time preſeribed by law, the retailer 
muſt force a ſale to the injury of his own and the brewer's cha- 


racter, or elſe loſe the whole of its value, or refuſe to pay the 


brewer for the ſame ; that the clauſe contained in ſaid'oath which 
precludes the brewer from paying the expence of the carriage of 
malt liquor ſent' to perſons reſiding within three miles of his 
brewery, is impoſſible to be obſerved, and directly contrary: to the 
immemorial uſage in that inſtance, as uo retailer would within 
ſuch diſtance take a barrel of drink, unleſs delivered by the 

Vor. VIII. e 
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brewer at his houſe; the petitioners beg leave to obſerve, as they 
are reſtrained by the foregoing clauſes from extending any kind 
of encouragement to the an hy it has Lad om y believed 
that ſuch clauſes were introduced at the requiſition of the peti- 
tioners, which has occaſioned the retailers to entertain much re- 
ſentment againſt the petitioners, and induced them for ſome 
time paſt to encourage the importation and retail of Engliſh malt 
liquor, to the great injury and diminution of the petitioners 
trade; that on the whole the petitioners beg leave to ſtate to the 
Houſe that the foregoing reſtrictions are unprecedented, and ſuch 
as no body of traders or manufacturers either in Great Britain 
or this kingdom were ever ſubjected to before, and have had the 
injurious effect of reducing the quantity of malt liquor brewed in 
this city, of encouraging the importation of Engliſh malt liquors, 
of reſtraining petitioners in the exerciſe of their abilities and in 
the uſe of their capital, of greatly encreaſing the conſumption of 
ſpirituous liquors, of diſcouraging agriculture, and finally of im- 
peding the extenſion of an infant manufacture in this kingdom; 
and therefore praying to be heard by their counſel againft the 
clauſes 225 to 2 * bill, and to produce witneſſes, if neceſ- 
ſary, in ſupport of their petition, and upon the whole to t 
ſoch relief 2 the Houſe ſhall ſeem nl 7 1 


The Arrornry G IAEA ſaid, for his own part, he could 


have no objection to the brewers giving forty guineas to two bar- 
riſters for appearing in their behalf, but that it would tend to 
create delay, and the petition itſelf, which would undoubtedly 
receive all due attention, ſufficiently expreſſed the wiſhes of the 
brewers. KO OT SIS, 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table, and leave was given 


to hear the petitioners by counſel. a 


Mr. HazxTLey obſerved, that from the vaſt variety of new 
matter introduced into the Revenue. bill of the preſent ſeſſion, it 
Was to all intents and purpoſes a new bill, he therefore thought 


* 


it right thatithould be printed. 
LS Re OSS ; 


Mr. Mason faid he had no objection, but the expence; as to 
the bill itſelf, he wiſhed all the world to be acquainted with its 
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A petition of the Sedan «Chairmen of the city of Dublin, 
whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners, as a body, 
have been always diſtinguiſhed for their peaceable and orderly be- 
haviour, and for the conſidenee and truſt repoſed in them by the 
nobility and gentry of this kingdom; that the petitioners, with 
all deference and humility, humbly beg leave to lay before the 
Houſe the following rules and orders of the commiſſioners of 
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police, which the petitioners conceive to be grievances which 
affect their body; that the petitioners chairs are diſtinguiſhed by 
three numbers placed on each ſide thereof and one on the back, 
which the petitioners humbly conceive ſufficiently identify them, 
their numbers and owners being regiſtered in the commiſſioners 
books; that by the ſaid rules and orders of the commiſſioners of 
police, it 1s ordered among other things, that after the 24th day 
of December, 1787, no perſon ſhall ply or carry any hackney 
ſedan chair defective in any part or particular, which rule or order 
the petitioners humbly conceive to be a grievance, inaſmuch as a 
ſedan chair maker is a particular branch in itſelf, of which the 
petitioners are totally ignorant, and therefore the petitioners chairs 
might have ſome defects without their knowledge, yet for ſuch 
offence fo indefinitely deſcribed, the petitioners are by the ſaid 
rules and orders ſubjected to an arbitrary fine of twenty ſhillings 
or a month's confinement in the Houſe of Correction; that by 
ſaid rules and orders it is alſo ordered that the ſaid ſedan chairs 
ſhall be carried by able men, decent in apparel, and of good and 
civil behaviour, under a like fine of twenty ſhillings or one month's 
impriſonment, the owner or owners of the ſedan chair being liable 
to the penalty, which the petitioners humbly conceive to be a 
grievance for the following reaſons: for that ſome of the peti- 
tioners who are owners of ſedan chairs, and occaſionally carry the 
ſame, are chairmen in the employ of the nobility and gentry of 
this kingdom, and when attending their maſters cannot be an- 
ſwerable for the men who may be occalionally employed in the 
carrying an end of a chair in their abſence ; that the term able 
men, uſed in the ſaid rule, is a very vague one to expreſs an 
offence which ſubjects the owners to a fine or impriſonment, and 
is liable to be conſtrued according to the caprice of any man; 
and the petitioners alſo humbly complain that the ſaid rule alſo 
operates to drive perhaps an induſtrious poor man who may be 
advanced in years from the means of acquiring a ſupport from his 
honeſt induſtry and labour, ſuch men being generally not conſidered 
as able men in the common acceptation of the words, although they 
may be of ſufficient ability to do their work as c irmen; and 
the petitioners humbly repreſent that their hire being but very 
imall and but caſual, many of them are not able at all times to 
make a decent appearance, yet for this involuntary crime of 
poverty are the petitioners by the ſaid rules ſubjected to an arbi- 
trary fine of twenty ſhillings or a month's impriſonment ; that it 
is by the ſaid rules alſo ordered that no empty ſedan chair ſhall be 
carried on the footway or flagged ſides of any ſtreet or public . 
paſſage, which the petitioners humbly crave leave to repreſent as 
an encroachment on the common rights of humanity, many of 
the ſtreets and public paſſages of this city being extremely narrow 
and crowded with carriages ; yet petitioners endeavouring to ſave 
their lives or properties by taking themſelves to the footway or 
| | C0 2 a ; 
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flagged paſſage are they ſubjected to fine or impriſonment ; that 
it is by the ſaid rules alſo ordered that each man who carries any 
of ſaid chairs ſhall wear the number or badge of his chair upon 
the outſide of his garment upon his breaſt, ſo that it may be eaſily 
perceived or taken, which the petitioners humbly heg leave to re-\ 
preſent as a moſt unneceſſary and wanton act of oppreſlion, .not 
warranted by any neceſſity or utility, (except that of raiſing money 
from the petitioners) the petitioners chairs having no leſs than 
ſeven diſtinguiſhed numbers on them, which renders ſuch badges 
unneceſſary ; that it is by the ſaid rules ordered that the chriſtian 
and ſurnames of the carrier of every ſuch chair ſhall be painted 
on the pin between the lugs, ſo that the ſame be eaſily ſeen, 
which the petitioners conceive to be both grievous to them and 
unneceſſary, the poles of the petitioners chairs being liable to 
many accidents on account of ſnapping or looſing, yet the peti- 


tioners, on providing themſelves with new poles, muſt be under 


the neceſſity of having at a conſiderable expence their names paint- 
ed on ſuch new poles, and continue out of employment until the 
ſame ſhall be done; beſides, the petitioners humbly beg leave to 
repreſent that this rule, and thet which relates to badging, are 
oppreſſive, unneceſſary and unjuſt, inaſmuch as it may, and fre- 
quently doth happen, that many of the petitioners are from fick- 
nels and a variety of accidents diſabled from purſuing their buſineſs 
in perſon, and therefore are on ſuch occaſions under the neceſſity 
of employing another man to aſſiſt their partner in carrying a 
chair until ſuch time as they are able to reſume their employment, 
and without which ſuch partner would be out of employment, and 
ſuch chair pole, notwithſtanding the petitioners are on ſuch ſitu- 
ation for employing a man who cannot wear ſuch badge, and 
whoſe name is not the ſame as painted on the poles, ſubjected to 
fine or impriſonment, which the petitioners humbly complain of 
as excecdingly unjuſt ; and therefore praying relief. 9 


The Seckerary or Srarz faid he would be ever ready to 
redrefs the grievances of the ſubjects, applying in a proper and 


conſtitutional manner, but he uuderitood that the petitioners in 


the preſent caſe were in a combination againſt the law, and till 
they give up their combination, and placed that reliance on Par- 
lament which they had every reaſon to do, he would pay no re- 


gard to their petitiqn, 


Mr. Hopaxr faid that there was nothing in the conduct of 
theſe poor men which could in jnftice be called a combination; 
three weeks ago they had preferred their petition, which, from 
ſome informality [not being ſigned] could not then be received; 
they then complained of a tax and certain regulations, which, 
whenever they ſhould come into operation, would diſenable them 

from purſuing their labour. Theſe laws and taxes were not taking 
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place, but the conduct of the chairmen could not be deemed a 


combination ; it was merely the relinquiſhment of a buſineſs they 


were no longer able to carry on, 


Sir Joux BIA VERE ſaid he hoped the Houſe weld pro- 
ceed to grant them redreſs, for they were injured and oppreſſed 
indeed. TER 


The ATTorNEy GENERAL moved, that the proper officer do 
lay before the Houſe, a copy of the bye laws made by the com- 
miſſioners of police for the regulation of ſedan chairs and 


chairmen. 


The bill for regiſtering frecholders being read a ſecond time, 


The ATTorney GENERAL moved a clauſe, to prevent the 
multiplication of eccafional freeholders. 


Mr. STEwarT propoſed to introduce a clauſe to oblige the 
clerks of the peace of counties to givg ſecurity for their conduct. 


The ATTorney GENERAL ſaid this would be trenching upon 
the rights of the cuſtos rotulorum, who appoints the clerks of 
the peace; the cuſtos rotulorum is anſwerable for the conduct 
of the officer by him appointed; and whether, conſidering the 
noblemen and gentlemen who hold this truſt in the feveral coun- 
ties, is it not better to have things as they are, than to inſiſt on 
any new ſecurity, he ſubmitted to his honourable friend ? 


Mr. Havzs (of Avondale) denied that in all caſes the cuſtos 
rotulorum appoints the clerk of the peace; in at leaft five coun- 
ties of Leinſter,” he faid, they are appointed by patent. 


The order for the Houſe reſolving into a committee of the 
whole Houſe, on the bill for aſcertaining the. tithe of rape was 
read. 8 \ y ; "EN a 


The ArroxnETYW GN ERAL.—It is with ſome reluctance, Mr. 
Speaker, that I oppoſe your leaving the chair, from the great 
reſpe& I feel for every meaſure of my right honourable friend; 
but 1 truſt he will not think me in the wrong, when he reflects 
that we have already, a law which exempts all barren ground that 
ſhall hereafter be: reclaimed, from paying tithe of rape, flax, or 
hemp, for feven years; the law I mean, is the 5th George II. 

p. 9. Now as rape is only cultivated for the purpoſe of re- 
claiming ground, this. law anſwers. every purpoſe of my right ho- 
nourable friend, 'and I ſhall prapofe to extend it ſo far, that new 
reclaimed land ſliall be exempt frum every kind of tithe whatſoever, 
for the 7 _ 4 5 gr EE | 

Though it. is not perfectly in order to ſpeak of a bill not im- 
mediately before the Houſe, I cannot help obſerving, that I fear 
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the bill brought in by my right honourable friend, for aſcertain. 
ing the tithe of flax, will injure the cauſe he eſpouſes. - The bill 
propoſes that 5s. the acre ſhall be the tithe of flax in Munſter. 
In Ulſter the modus is infinitely leſs at this day; what ſecurity is 
there, by endeavouring to lower the tithe a flax in Munſter, 
where there is comparatively very little grown, he does not raiſe 
it in Ulſter, where there grow vaſt quantities ? 


Mr. GraTTAx ſaid he thought the preſent occaſion as fit as 
any that could offer to confider the merits of the three bills toge- 
ther, and to decide on what was proper to be done. 

The right honourable gentleman had objected to the bill for 
aſcertaining the tithe of rape as an unneceſſary bill, becauſe rape 
was cultivated in order to reclaim and bring in barren lands, and a 
bill was expected to paſs to exempt all reclaimed lands from every 
kind of tithe for the firſt ſeven. years. He ſaid he rather thought 
the right honourable gentleman miſtaken ; rape he believed was 
often cultivated in good land. As the bill would only exempt the 
produce of newly reclaimed land from tithe, it would alſo fall 
ſhort of his intention. He had known where one guinea an 
acre tithe had been charged for rape; he could not ſuppoſe that 
any man would have the conſcience to charge this for newly re- 
claimed or for barren land; he had been informed that Al. an 
acre had been charged for tithe; he did not know the fact him- 

ſelf, but he had offered to produce at the bar the perſons who had 
been ſo charged; 16l. for four acres of rape. He underſtood 
that rape had become a very conſiderable object of exportation; 
not leſs than 30,000l. worth had been exported in the laſt year; 
a premium was given to encourage its growth ; but no premium 
could operate to any effect, while counteracted by ſuch enormous 
tithe as he had ftated. 294 | 

As to what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid reſpecting 
the bill for aſcertaining the tithe of flax in Munſter, he agreed 
with him that the bill wasexceptionable, but the exception to it 
was that it did not aboliſthe tithe of flax altogether, for ſure 
nothing could be more abſurd than to tax the ſtaple manufacture 

of the country. He had ſhewn, that flax in Munſter was charg- 
ed with tithe of 128. an acre, whereas in England, though it 
is not che ſtaple of the country, 58. is the tithe allowed... He 
deſired to af gentlemen, did they think thas England would not 
lay any impoſition at all upon flax were it the of the coun- 
try? They muſt confeſs ſhe would not. She has proved it by 
exempting madder, which ſhe conſidered as an article auxiliary 
to her ſtaple. In a word, he» was of opinion that every thing 
eſſential to the manufactures of the country ſhould be tithe free, 
and that the legiſlature ſhould make the church full compenſation 
in money; for to encourage the materials of manufacture with 
premiums in one hand, and to repreſs them by a demand for 


* 
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tithes in the other, was moſt groſsly abſurd. He would, there- 
fore, whenever the queſtion came fairly before the Houſe, pro- 
pole to aboliſh all tithe on flax, and to make the clergy compen- 


fation in money. At the ſame time he muſt obſerve, that he 


could not have ſuppoſed any body of men would reſiſt a bill giving 
ſo high a tithe as 58. an acre on flax in Munſter, 

As to what the right honourable eee peg ſaid with re- 
ſpe& to a danger which might ariſe from the bill, he could ſee no 
cauſe for ſuch fear. 'The bill, at the ſame time that it ſecured to 
the clergy a tithe of 5s. per acre on flax in Munſter, did alſo 
ſecure for ever to the North its preſent modys. It was to be re- 
cited in the preamble of the bill That whereas the linen manu- 
facture had flouriſhed where flax was exempted from tithe, or where 
a moderate modus had been eſtabliſned.“ If the Houſe would aſſent 

to this preamble, they wauld then recognize the principle, that 
manufactures ſnould, as far as paſlible, be diſencumbered of taxa- 
tion, and he was convinced every gentleman would in private allow 
the juſtice of this principle. He could not ſee why any reaſons 
of delicacy ſhould prevent them from declaring it. He knew 
it was ſuppoſed that though the bill ſhould paſs that Houſe, it 
might be loſt in another place; that conſideration ſhould never 
deter the Commons from doing their duty. Let the Commons 
paſs ſuch bills as they deemed advantageous to the country, and 
throw the'odium of rejecting them upon others: | 

There were three bills now in contemplation ; if the Houſe 
would paſs but one of them, he ſhould be much obliged, but he 
ſhould eſteem the favour much greater if they would paſs them 

all. 1 1 2 . a 4 

The SEcrETary er STATE ſaid as gentlemen had ſpoken of 
the three bills as one general ſubject, be hoped to be indulged with 
the ſame liberty ; he would certainly vote againſt the Speaker's 
leaving the chair, for as te ſaying that 41. had been charged upon 
an acre of rape, though he was ſure the right honourable gentle- 
man had heard it, and though he would give the molt implicit 
credit to what he aſſerted of his own knowledge, yet this was ſo 
monſtrous, it required not a moment's attention; however, ſuch a 
matter being alleged, was enough. to prevent him from giving his 
conſent to the bill, for were it now to paſs, it would imply a ne- 
eeſſity of reſtraining tithes, which though repreſented as enormous, 
would be cafily' proved to be very far from unreaſonable. This 

he inſtanced in a aſe of his own: Some years ago he had a very 
conſiderable crop of rape, worth not leſs than 10l. an acre; 
what might the Houſe ſuppoſe he had been charged tithe? One 
ſhilling an acre. 9:5 7 5h 

The right. honourable gentleman had aſked, would England 
tax the materials of her ſtaple trade? The anſwer was, is wool 
taxed in England? It is, though the Engliſh clergyman has 


LS 
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never been deprived of agiſtment, as the Triſh clergyman has; a 
loſs to which however they will quietly ſubmit, 

He concluded with entreating the right honourable gen- 
tleman to cloſe with the propoſal of the Attorney General, of 
modifying the bill for improving barren lands, fo as to exempt 
them totally from tithes for ſeven years; this, he ſaid, as a mea- 
ſure equally beneficial to the * hey os. ſhould have his 
Hearty concurrence. 


| Mr. GrarTTan ſaid he did not mean to he the debate; 
Une had ftated that he had been informed that i161, had been 
charged for the tithe of four acres of rape; he was ready to pro- 
_ duce the perſon who aſſerted he bad pala it, As to a guinea an 
acre being paid on rape, that he believed would not be contro- 
werted, if it was, a member then in the Houſe would declare that 
he had paid it. 
The right honourable gentleman had bald, what was undoubt- 
edly true, that he had been charged but 18. an acre for tithe of 
rape, but could a more powerful argument be adduced to prove 
the neceſſity of regulating the tithe by law? a great and power- 
ful man was charged but 18. an acre, whilg the poor farmer was 
charged a * not to mention caſes of greater enormity. 


The SecxtTaay or STarE Gaid he aſſured the xight bgnov?- 
able gentleman, that 18. an acre for rape was the charge to every 


man in the pariſh where his land lays at the e TRE ty 0» 
charged that ſum. Is 


The queſtion was put, that oe Speaker do now leave the chair, 
and negatived. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf 100 a e on a the bill Tr 4 im- 
provipg barren lands, Mr. Stewart in the chair, + 


Sir Tous OszonxE moved to enlarge the time of exemp- 
tion to fourteen years, which was neggtid ed. 


The Arrorxty GextRraL ſaid his right honourable friend, 
in bringing forward this meaſure, had con erred very great advan- 
tages upon both the clergy and laity, and bn in his opinion, 
well entitled to the thanks of every friend to Ireland. As one, 


he took the liberty of returning | him his very. hearky e 


Mr. Coxxr prefented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
to explain and amend an act paſſed in the eleventit and twelfth 
years of his preſent Majefty, entitled an a& for granting and con- 
tinuing to his Majeſty the ſeveral duties, rates and impoſitions 
therein e! for the uſe of the corporatign for promoting 


and carrying on an inland navigation in Ireland; which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. * 


— 
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Turspav, Maack 11, 1788. 


Mr. Hozazt reported from the committee on the petition of 
the ſedan chairmen, that they had fully proved the allegations of 
their petition, | - 


Alderman WarRen ſaid that the laws and regulations com- 
plained of by the chairmen. were framed by the court of afliſ- 


tants, and by them handed over, with their powers, to the com- 


miſſioners of police, who had made no alteration in them. Theſe 
laws had ſince been reviſed and conſidered by the Lord Chancellor 
and Chief Judges, and figned by them in token of approbation. 
He ſaid he could not preſume to declare, that of his own autho- 
rity he wauld alter or change them, though he ſaw plainly it was 
the with of the Houſe they ſhould be changed; but, guaranteed 
by the Houſe, he would venture to ſay, that the parts complain- 
ed of by the petitioners ſhould not be enforced, until they had 
been reconſidered by the judges and commiſſioners of police. 
At the ſame time, he ſaid, he would not reſiſt the wiſhes of the 
Houſe, he would affure gentlemen that thoſe badges ſo much com- 
plained of as burdenſome and oppreſſive by the chairmen, were 
far from being ſo: They were intended to be worn at the but- 
ton, and to be marked with figures correſponding with the num- 
bers bf their chairs; and if was expected that being thus liable to 
be known, the chairmen would be reſtrained from great rudeneſs 
eg at. of which they are frequently guilty at public 
OE. LED; 


Mr. Serjeant HewitT preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for continuing the acts relative to bankrupts, and for 
reviving, continuing and amending certain temporary ftatutes ; 
which was received and read the firſt time. ; 


Mr. Gairrirn prefented to the Houſe, according to order, 
a bill to enforce the law in the ſeveral priſons within this king- 
dom; which was received and read the firſt time. 


= 


* Wepxtsbar, Mazci 12, 1788. 


Mr. Joux Wiliiam Fosrsr preſented to the Houſe, ac- 
cording to order, a bill to amend an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, for improving and repairing the turnpike road from 
Dublin to Dunleer; which was received and read the firſt time. 


'The bill to enforce the law in priſons, was read a ſecond time, 


The Arrokxkw GENERAL objected to two clauſes in the bill, 
relative to the gaoler of the New Priſon: If any part of his 
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conduct had been irregular, he ſaid, he might be proſecuted in 
due courſe of law; but he deemed it highly unconſtitutional, and 
a dangerous precedent, to puniſh men by acts of Parliament 
made ex pęſt facto. BY 


It was agreed that the bill ſhould be withdrawn, and the ob- 
jectionable clauſes being expunged, it ſhould be preſented anew, 


Mr. Garrrirn ſaid he was ready to take this lenient method, 
| - becauſe he was convinced what had paſſed would have every effect 
| he had hoped from the elauſes; the offences of the gaoler being 
merely offences of omiſſion, which hg truſted would not again be 


repeated. _, e 


Mr. Coaxx ſaid that he hoped it would be fully underſtood 
that the principle on which the Houſe acted was a principle of 
conſtitution that they would not puniſh any man by an ex 59, 
facto law; but he thought it incumbent on the Houſe to declare 
their full approbation of the humane and charitable conduct of 
the gentlemen who had taken ſo much pains to alleviate the hor- 
rors of impriſonment, and who had prepared the bill. For one, 
he begged them to accept his tribute of thanks. 
The bill was withdrawn, and the clauſes being ſtruck out, it 


* * 


was prefented anew, and read a firſt time. 


Mr. HarTLEy preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill for better ſupplying the city of Dublin with water, for extend- 
ing the powers of the grand juries with reſpect to the roads lying 
within the county of the ſaid city, and for preventing nuiſances 
thereon and in the neighbourhood — which was recciy- 
ed and read the firſt tim. | A. 

; 9 8 28 „ 33 ü 
Sir Joux Braqauixx made ſome obſervations on the expences 
which would be incutred by the bill. . 


Mr. HARTLEx ſaid it would put the corporation of this city 
to a very great expence to extend their pipe · water works to the 
remote parts of the town, nevertheleſs they were reſolved to do 
ſo, for the benefit. of the public, and would charge but the ſame 
rates that were paid by the houſes more conveniently ſituated. 


Nr. Hornes preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 
2 dill to explain, amend and render more effectual an act paſſed 
in the twenty- fifth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty King 
George III. entitled an act to eſtabliſh the buſinefs of a pawn- 
broker, and to authorize ſuch perſons as ſhall be duly qualified 
to carry on the ſame to lend money on pawns or pledges, and to 
receive intereſt at a higher rate than heretofore was recoverable 
by law ; which was received and read the firſt time, 
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Tuuxspav, March 13, 1788. 


Mr. FiTZHERBERT ſaid that in conſequence of the addreſſes 
of Parliament to the late Chief Governor, orders had been given 
for returns to be made of the endowments and funds appropriated 
to the maintenance of public ſchools throughout this kingdom, 
together with an account of the application of theſe funds. Se- 
veral returns had accordingly been made, but ſo defective and in- 
complete, that it was impoſſible for Government to proceed in 
the plan of education without being made more perfectly acquaint- 


ed with the funds for that purpoſe, than from the returns they 


could be. It was, however, found that ſufficient power was not 


veſted in the Chief Ggyernor to enforce true returns, and there- 


fore it was neceſſary that an act ſhould be paſſed to enable him to 
appoint commiſſioners to enquire into the ſtate of the public 
ſchools. Thoſe commiſſioners, it was intended, ſhould act with- 
out any expence to the nation, and make their report to Parlia- 
ment on the firit day of the next ſeſſion, in order to lay a ſolid 
foundation for carrying into effect a general and beneficial ſyſtem 
of education. „ 2 
He then moved that leave be given to bring in ſuch bill; and 
leave being given, he ſoon after-preſented to the Houſe, a bill to 
enable the Lord Lieutenant, 'or other Chief Governor or Go- 
vernors of this kingdom, to appoint commiſſioners for enquiring 
into the ſeveral funds and revenues granted by public or private 
donations for the purpoſes of education in this kingdom, and into 
the ſtate and condition of all ſchools in this kingdom on public 
2 and of the funds appropriated for the 
maintenance and ſupport thereof, and for the other purpoſes 
therein mentioned; which was received and read the firſt time. 
The bill to enforce the law in priſons, being read a ſecond 


time, 


Sir Fx Axis Hurehixsox objected to two clauſes—that for 
enabling the Lord Lieutenant to enlarge the ſalary of the inſpec- 
tor general of priſons; and that for enabling the chaplain of the 
New-prifon to have the duty at Bridewell performed by deputy. 


The SecktTARY OF STATE ſpoke in terms of high approba- 
tion of the great merit and unabating zeal of Sir Jerome Fitz- 
patrick, inſpe&or general of - priſons. His exertions he ſaid 


had already been productive of much benefit to the nation. By 


his ſkill and diligence a violent gaol fever had been prevented from 
ſpreading laſt ſummer at Clonmel, and many valuable lives had 
been ſaved ; yet theſe exertions had been made almoſt at his own - 
private expence, for the trifling ſalary allowed by the public was 
ſcarcely ſufficient to maintain the horſes which carried him from 
one end of the kingdom to the other ; he therefore truſted the 
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honourable baronet would, upon conſideration, think that the in. 
creaſe of falary propofed was by no means too great. 


Mr. Gzryerra moved that the committee to whom is referred 
the bill for enforcing the law in priſons, be empowered to receive 
a clauſe to prevent the admiſſion of ſpirituous liquors into gaols. 


Mr. Buzxen (of Oldtown) moved that the ſaid committee be 
empowered to receive a clauſe, to empower grand juries to make 
prefentments for medicines and other 1 for fick priſoners | 
confined in gaols. a 


The SxcrErarY or Srare moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration the preſent ſtate of the charter- 

ſchools of Ireland. He obſerved; that much advantage might 
in this buſineſs be derived from the opinion and advice of the be- 
nevolent Mr. Howard, who was at preſent in Dublin, and would 
attend the committee. | 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the Revenue · bill. 


Counſel appeared at the bar in . of the . of the 
brewers of the city of Dublin. 5 


Several brewers were examined by n croſs -Cxamin- 
ed by Mr. Beresford. 


Mr. Brxesron p faid he could not conſerit up 3 oath 
complained of in the petition : he knew that if it was removed, 
the brewers would recur to the practice of underſelling each other 
to ſuch a degree, as utterly to ruin the manufacture; but while 
they were bound to uſe a certain proporti f materials, and to 
charge a certain price, there was à fair field for eundation and 
| Honeſt conteſt, who ſhould produce the beſt liquor; and as it had 
appeared in evidence, that ſome perſons had evaded the oath, he 
was deſirous to make it more ſtrict. in the points that had not deen 


faund ſufficiently binding... However, he would conſent to alter 


the' words which the brewers ſaid prohibited them from ſending - 
hame ale to their cuſtomers, and he wovld.alfa:confent to allow 
po: rk to 1 any drink which might be ſpoiled through 


F 22 
» © — 


Fainar, Mann 4 1. 1788. 


Mr. Dn LLE preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 

a bill for the further payment of the debts- of the les corporation 
for promoting ed navigations in Ireland, by: rectikying an 
omiſſian in the ſchedule; annexed ta the act of laſt ſeſſmno Kue ente 
an at f for — the application of the funds tit ** ar- 


* 
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liament for promoting and carrying on inland navigations in this 


kingdom, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned; which was re- 


ceived and read the firſt time, | 


Mr. BoLTow preſented to the Houfe, according to order, a 
bill to amend an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, enti- 
tled an act for regulating the baking trade; which was revelved 


and read the firſt time. 


Several bills were read a ſecond time, &c. but there was not 
wp buſineſs that produced debate. 


_ 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houle, to take into conſideration a bill to enforce the law in the 


ſeveral 'prifons within this kingdom, Mr. Holmes in the chair. 


A. clauſe for encreaſing the ſalary of the inſpector of priſons 
to 4ool. per annum—a clauſe for enereaſing the ſalary of the 
gaoler of the county of Dubhn—a clauſe to prevent the admiſ- 
ſion of ſpirits into priſons—and a clauſe to empower grand juries 
to make preſentments for neceſſaries and medicines for ſick pri- 
ſoners were all agreed to. | 


Sir Hexav Cavenvisn * to the Houſe, according to 
order, 2 bill to ce the payment of intereſt on private loans, 
and for the relief of widows, younger children, annuitants and 
others; which. was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. CoxoLLy fafd that it had long been the wiſh of his heart, 
to emancipate the lower order of his countrymen from the preſſure 
of a tax. hat he Knew, and could Prove, they were not able to 
pay; that he had given notice of his intention, two years ago, 
and would laſt year have brought forward a ſpecific motion for 
that purpoſe, but that he found that very order of people, which 
he meant to relieve, had behaved in a d Siborderty manner, and had 
not ſhewn themſelves amenable to the laws. That by the death 
of our late Viceroy, and the arrival of our preſent Chief Gover- 
nor at the meeting of Parliament, when he muff, of neceſſity, 
be overwhelmed with much buſinefs, he had colipoucd his inten- 
tion till his excelleney. could | ings time to inveſtigate the ſubject, 


and that this ſeſſion he ſhould only move for information by the 
refolutions. he ſhould have the honour to read, to be laid before 
the Houſe, at the opening of next ſeſſion, by which, if they 
were agreed to, the Houſe would. be able to judge of the defal- 
cation of revenue, and of courſe be able to ſupply the deficiency, 

which he. conceived could be done, without oppreſſion, in col- 
lecting of * very tax itſelf, by adding, if * lomething 


398 PARLIAMENTARY  [Maxcn 15, 


more to the ſhare of the rich. That he was not rivetted to his 
own method of procuring information, and ſhould willingly adopt 
that of any other gentleman ; but, that the information muſt be 
of a public, and reſponſible nature, and not of a private one; 


that he had choſen two methods of procuring this knowledge, 


that the one ſhould be a check on the other. He believed the 


- clergy would be happy to contribute to the eaſe of their poor fel- 
low-creatures, and would readily undertake the taſk; the heartli- 


money collectors, in going their rounds of eollèction, could eaſily 


make enquiries , but, he doubted their integrity in the buſineſs, 


as they were intereſted in concealing the real value of their dif- 


- ferent walks. He then moved, © © 


Firſt. That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, on 
the firſt day of next ſeſſion, an account of the houſes, in counties 
at large in this kingdom, paying hearth-money, which are not of 
a greater value than 3os. per annum, on the full improved rent, 


and are inhabited by perſons, who have not lands, goods, or chat- 


tels, of the value of 5l. in their poſſeſſion. 
Second. That the miniſters or curates, and church-wardens, 


of the different pariſhes, in counties at large, in this kingdom, 


do on or before the firſt day of January next, return to the re- 
giſters of the reſpective dioceſes in this kingdom, an account of 
all the houſes, in their reſpective pariſhes, paying hearth- money, 
which are not of a greater WMue than 308. per annum, on the 
full improved rent, and are inhabited by perſons, who have not 
lands, goods, or chattels, of the value of 51. in their poſſeſſion. 
Third. Ordered, that a copy of this, and me above reſolu- 
tion, figned by the Speaker of this Houſe, be forthwith ſent to 
the regiſters of the reſpective dioceſes in this kingdom, and that 
ſaid regiſters, immediately on the receipt. thereof, do ſerve the 


miniſters or curates, and church-wardens, of the different pariſhes, 


in their reſpective diocefes, with copies of the above reſolution, 
and that faid regiſters do, on the firit day of next ſeſſion, lay be- 
fore this Houſe, all ſuch accounts as ſhall be returned to them by 
miniſters or curates, and church-wardens, purſuant to the above 
reſolution, and alſo a hit of the names of the minifters or curates, 
and church-wardens, whom they have ſerved with a copy of ſuch 


order, together with the names of the pariſhes to which they re- 


ſpectively belong. 


| OS +, 

Mr. O' Nei ſaid he roſe to ſecond his right honourable friend; 
this being a ſubje& on which he had formerly declared his opi- 
nion, and in which he had felt himſelf ſo deeply intereſted for his 
poor fellow - creatures, that he had taken much pains to examine it 


minutely, but he was ſorry to ſay that he found it ſo very difficult 


that he was obliged to abandon it in deſpair; he was however 


happy to find that it was ſallen into abler hands, and hoped his 


right honourãble friend might ſueceed in forming ſome ſpecific 
plan, that he might eaſe the poor without injuring the public reve- 


* 
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nue; but he defired that he might not be ſuppoſed pledged to 
that plan until he had ſeen and conſidered it, | 


Mr. Busne.,—T ſhall ſay bong to the policy or impolicy of 
the tax of hearth-money, neither ſhall I attempt to depreciate 
the humane intentions of the right honourable gentleman, but I 
will take the liberty to ſay, that the thing he deſires to have 
done, is totally impoſſible. He deſires that the proper officer 
niay lay before this Houſe, an account of all houſes of no greater 
value than 308. a year, inhabited by perſons not being landholders, 
whoſe property does not exceed 51. But who is the proper officer 
that can appreciate any man's property? Who can ſay how 
much any man is worth? The officer can tell whether the houſe . 
is good or bad, clean or dirty, furniſhed or unfurniſhed ; but 
what worldly property the inhabitant poſſeſſes, no man but him- 
ſelf can tell. | 
Now though I would be exceedingly ready to give the right 
honourable gentleman every information in my power, yet I very 
much queſtion the prudence of the refalution, even admitting it 
were practicable, for if you hold out to every man who thinks the 
tax of hearth-money burdenſome, an hope that he may be exone- 
rated from it, and if (as moſt aſſuredly will be the caſe) you are 
unable to accompliſh his hope, who will be reſponſible for the 
conſequences? Are you very ſure that you will be able to com- 
penſate the revenue for the exergption-defired? And if you are 
not, are you very ſure that you will-not raiſe diſcontents, which 
it may be very difficult to alla? | | 
It is certain that the hearth-money man will be unable to make 
the return deſired ; and it is equally certain the miniſter or curate 
will be even more unable. The hearth-money man certainly goes 
through the pariſhes, the miniſter does not; but would it not be 
a little hard on the miniſter, to employ him in this ſervice? For 
if you deſire him to hold out to the peaſant, that the payment of 
28. a year to the ſtate, from which he receives ſome benefit, is a 
grievance, will it not inſtantly occur to him that the payment of 
8s, per acre to the church, from which he does not think 
he receives any benefit, is a ſtill greater grievance? I men- 
tion this to the right honourable gentleman who is a great friend 
of the church, that he may not unwarily place the clergy in a 
ſituation where he would not wiſh to ſee them; and I requeſt him 
to conſider, whether, if the common people reflect, that hearth- 
money was inſtituted near an hundred years ago and has not been 
raiſed fince, but has always remained at the ſame rate notwith- 
ſtanding the conſtant decreaſe in the value of money, whereas 
tithes. daily encreaſe, will they not vote that tithes are a burden, 
which has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed ? 
Let me ſay one word before I ſit down, in juſtice to Adminiſ- 
tration, whoſe attention to the poor, and wiſh to relieve them 
from every oppreſſion, is highly honourable. The whole ſyſtem 


# 
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of 88 hearth-money has been changed, the oppreſſion of 


deputies and the peculation of collectors is, 1 hope, aboliſhed for 
| ever; under the new arrangement near 30,000 houſes will be 
exempt, and every complaint againſt the injuſtice of officers will 
be ſtrictly attended to; and after this 1 hope no gentleman will 

interfere with Government, on hebalf of any hearth- money col- 
le&or that may be diſmiſfed for il behaviour. 1 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he could not ſee 
how any man of the leaſt induſtry — 5 complain of a tax of 
28. à year —a tax inltituted near a eentury ago, when the price 
of labour was not half ſo great as at the preſent day, and conſe- 
quently when“ in effect the tax was double. He obſerved that 
this was almoſt the ſingle tax paid by the poor of Ireland, and as 
it would be extremely difficult to inſtitute any other in its place, 
the worſt effects might be produced by holding out to the people 
a kind of promiſe to remove it, which promiſe it might not be in 
the power of Parliament to perform. | 
He ſaid it was not the tax of hearth- money that was a grievance 
to the poor, but the oppreſſive manner in which it was collected; 
but he underſtood that the Board had turned their attention to 
that ſubject, and he wasconfident the grievance would be redreſſed. 
Mr. STEwarT ſaid he did not agree with gentlemen in ſup- 


poſing any very great danger from the reſolutions ; ſome years 
ago Parliament had called for am account of the houſes of one 
hearth, and no very dreadful commotion had followed. | 
A right honourable gentleman had faid that this was the only 
tax that reached the poor; but a moment's refleQion would ſhew 
him the miſtake ; for though the poor ſliould not be taxed at all, 
tithes and taxes reach to every arckele of their conſumption. 


Mr. CovoLLy faid that he ſaw no difficulty in finding out the 
proper officer to lay this information before the Houſe ; there 
was a ſuperviſor of hearth-money, and a commiſſioner appointed 
to ſupermtend that very department. He conceived that the re- 
luctanee of gentlemen to have this matter inveſtigated; proceeded 
from the mat ids that would come to light, in conſequence of 
ſuc inveſiigation 5 when it would appear that patronage was at 
the boßtom of their refuſal; Was it not well known, that when 
a gentteman ſoheited, from the miniſter, a hearth-money collec- 
_ tion, that inſtead of 40l. a year, its nominal value, that he con- 
ſidered it as from F to 200l. a year, and whence did this ariſe, 
but out of the płunder cf the people, already too wretched, by 
taking indulgence · money, and by afterwards taking their pot, 
tkeir blanket, and at laſt their door, and making what return 
they thought proper to the public treaſury. 

The very act itſelf originated in injuſtice, and ĩt was continued 
in opprefſion. Gentlemen ſeemed to have forgot its origin. 
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This tax was given in England and Ireland to Charles II. in lieu 
of his right to wardſhip and marriage. The poor felt none of 
this oppreſſion, they cared not whom their children married, not 
ſo the rich; but ſtill this tax was, by the rich, put upon the. 
poor, At the revolution, in England, King William took away 
this tax, and ſubſtituted a window-tax, in the place of it; the 


| houſe of a poor man there, having only fix windows, was exempt- 


ed. Compare an Engliſh houfe with fix windows, to an Iriſh 


houſe with only one hearth, which is pooreſt ? 
He ſaid that he did not even intend to take in all the houſes in 
Ireland, in this predicament, but only to exempt the lower order 
of people, as deſcribed in this reſolution ; the farmer and many 
others, were well able to pay, and it weuld not ſerve them to take 


off an old and ſtinted tax, that would not grow, and leave them 


open to the rapacity of miniſters, who when they might want 
money, would ſubſtitute a new tax, which from its youth might 
be an increaſing one; the poor man, (he would afterwards 
prove) could not, from his means, live honeſtly, (he ſpoke of 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis, in which he lived) and he 


did not believe the poor were better off in other parts of the king- 


dom, except in the heart of the linen manufacturing counties. 
If he ſhould prove that the poor could not live honeſtly, upon 
what they earned, he ſhould conſider Government, in enacting this 
tax, to be acceſſaries before the fact, in the many depredations 
they were obliged to commit upon their neighbours, —That he 
did not mean to blame this Adminiftration, nor late ones, for this 
effect, but to hope that the recent one would put an end to it; 
eſpecially as the circumſtances of the country, as lately ſtated by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, were in ſuch a proſperous way, 
as to have induced him to bring forward a bill for reducing the 
public intereſt of money, from fix to five per cent. Nay, Sir, 


+ ſaid he, the whole of this obnoxious tax could be taken off, and 


the quantum of its produce nearly paid, out of the redundancy 

of thoſe taxes that were voted in 1785, which were then calcu- 
lated to produce 140,000l.—but that had fince produced 

190,000].—They were voted to equalize our revenue to our ex- 
pences, at the opening of a commercial treaty with Great Bri- 

tain, which had failed, God reſt its manes ! and thank God, we 

were now in proſperity with a free trade, as undefined as the pre- 

„ and he hoped it would thrive as well. 

e then ſtated the preamble of the act of William and Mary, 
upon the repeal of the hearth- money tax in England. It was 
declared therein, to be © not only a great oppreſſion to the poorer 
fort, but a badge of ſlavery upon the whole people ;”? expoſing 
every man's houſe to be entered into, and ſearched at pleaſure, 
by perſons unknown to him—and therefore to ere& a laſting mo- 
nument of his Majeſty's goodneſs in every houſe in the kingdom, 

Vor. VIII. „„ 
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the duty of hearth-money was taken away and aboliſhed. Now, 
Sir, ſaid he, if King William did this for his Engliſh ſubjects, 
why ſhould not his preſent Majeſty erect a laſting monument of his 

oodneſs in every poor man's houſe in Ireland ? I am perſuaded 
Nat if his Majefty was thoroughly and honeſtly informed of the 
ſituation of our poor countrymen, he would willingly ſtand their 
friend. They are ſufficiently taxed by their fituation in life 
they procure us bread, and fight his battles. When I know that 


they cannot pay the tax out of their honeſt earnings, as an ac- | 


count which I ſhall ftate of their expences in living, will prove, 
- TI ſhould have hopes of the tax upon them being aboliſhed. 

He then read the following accounts ot a poor man's neceſſary 
expences. 


One man conſumes 


per day. In the year. Price. Sum. 
— — 
bar. f. Ib. oz. * | J. 4. d. 
Ilb. of potatoes 7 12 at 58. per bar. 1 18 © 
I 0z, of butter 22 13 at 6d. per lb O 11 4; 
1-12th part of a) ci. potile. 
2 3 8 at 118. per ewt. 2 1 8 
meal | 
gal, pints. 

3 = — 4 136 © 7 at 1d. for 3 qrts. O 15 44 
galt - i. 3 1 0 
i/bes. : 

l 185 OW 40 at 18d. per kiſh 3 0 0 
Houſe Rent — 9 - - 6 3: 9 
Clothing S 8555 16 0 

| 10 6 2L 


5 Labourers means of ſubſiſte age 
Labourers, at yd. and 8d. per 


ay, the average 
72 d. deducting 52 Sundays and 10 2 5 . 


the amount for 303 working days, comes to 


ee. ds 0 


* . — — 
ä | L. 10 6 24 


He faid one kiſh of turf per week, will erde allow of the 

necęſſary ſaving towards ſupplying a ſire to boil the potatoes, and 
1 the griddle bread, . during the ware weeks in * left 
o:t of n. | 
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Neither beer or meat are allowed the poor man in the above 
account, becauſe he cannot purchaſe them. | 
He ſaid he was not diſmayed at the preſent manner of treating 
his mbtion—that knowing he was right, he ſhould perſevere to 
the laft hour that he had the honour to have a ſeat in that Houſe 
—that when he could no longer ſpeak ſtanding, and was permit. 
ted to do it fitting, he would ſtill utter his feeble voice, to endea- 
vour to emancipate his poor fellow creatures and countrymen, 


from a tax ſo oppreſſive to them; and ſo diſgraceful to the Go- 
vernment that continued to enforce it. 


Mr. Buxcn (Accountant General) ſaid when he roſe to 
oppoſe the reſolutions, he did not do it through any objection to 
uſeful information being given, but becauſe it was impoſſible to 
obtain the information that was required, and Parliament muſt al- 
ways appear frivolous when orders are given that cannot be com- 
plied with. What officer could, or dare, go through this king- 
dom to value the rentage, the property and circumſtances of about 
four hundred thouſand people, which this reſolution comprehends ? 
And how could this property be aſcertained ? Is it in the paſ- 
ture field, that may be common to hundreds, where it would be 
the intereſt of the cottager to diſown his property for a moment, 


that he might be rendered a permanent object of your compaſ- 
ſion? | 


*%. 


He ſaid, whenever the Houſe was prepared and determined to 
go into the ſubject, which he knew never would be till a ſuitable 
commutation was agreed on, no delay need be given for want of 
a proper return. The houſes containing hearths, from one to 
ſeventy-ſix, (which is the higheſt) would be ranged in the ſeveral 
claſſes in a week's notice, _ _ : 
He agreed with the right honourable gentleman, that King 
William took off the hearth-money tax of England, which ren- 


— dered him very popular; and certainly a King coming to the 
: throne as he did, required to ingratiate himſelf by popularity ; 
- he got it, and then he availed himſelf of it to extend monſtrous 
taxes. He cannot be ſaid to give up a tax he commuted, 
| In reſpe& to the popularity of the meaſure, that aroſe en- 

L tirely from the upper claſs of the people, to whom the hearth 

5 money tax was conceded— they did not like to have officers 
— trample through their houſes on any pretext whatever but the 
4 debate of to-day does not apply to that claſs of people, it is con- 
— fined to the cottager; there the officer has no occaſion to do more 
I than count the houſes ; the chimnies tell themſelves. 
20 He obſerved, that he did not ſee this tax in fo ſentimental a 


he light as ſome gentlemen did; for the real fact is, that the landlord 

ultimately pays this tax, and the landlords tell the cottagers 

et to blame the Parliament for it; but he would tell the cot 

tager that if Parliament took 1 off to-morrow, it is the land 
2 
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lord that is heir at law to the donation, becauſe he would 
immediately demand, and doubtleſs he would get two ſhil- 
lings a year more for the tenement than he had before.— 
To ſpeak plain truth, it is the landlord that complains—it is 
the landlord that is aggrieved, - becauſe it is he that pays it, and 
he that ought to pay it; but even to ſuppoſe for a moment that 
that tax was really paid by the labourer, then he would adviſe 
them to keep leſs holidays four of their ſaints would pay the 
whole of the hearth-money. | | | 

He ſaid his right honourable friend did not offer any commu- 
tation; but on the contrary he ſays, Government does not re- 
quire any, they can afford to part with this tax, becauſe that 
Parliament in 1785 granted new taxes of 140,000. which turn- 
ed out 190,000]. per ann. | | | 

This very ſtrange aſſertion, he ſaid, was frequently made, but 
he conld not let gentlemen amuſe themſelves with ſo falſe an opi- 
nion; for the fagt is, that the income of the Crown for the pur- 
pofes of maintaining the feveral eſtabliſhments was but 24, 742. 
more 1n the year 1787 than it was in the year 1784. 

Parliament meant to give the Government of the country 
140, oool. per annum; you are all proud of it you all aſſert 
it; then of conrſe you owe the deficiency to Government. 
Gentlemen look only at one fide. of the account; you cer- 
tainly gave taxes, but you monopohzed the benefit of them by 
the antemanum payments ; payments perhaps that are highly ad- 
vantageous to the country; bat, however, I muſt aſſert that 
they intercept the treaſure in its road to the Exchequer. 


Mr. Foxzes ſaid that he was ſorry to obſerve, that the read- 
ing of the account of the income and expences of the unfortu- 
nate Iriſh peaſant, ſhould excite merriment in the Houfe—he 
thought a detail of fuch mifery ſhould produce in every humane 
breaft very different ſenſations. He was at a lofs to account why 
Adminiſtration ſhould object to the motion of his right honoura- 
ble friend. It had been ſtated in that Houſe by high authority, 
that there were not a more.wretched or oppreſſed ſet of beings in 
the world than the peaſantry of a great part of Ireland; could 
the Houſe conſiſtent with juttice or humanity, fuifer the ſefhon 
to paſs away without any mcafure being adopted for their relief? 
A right honotrable friend of his [ Mr. Grattan] had propoſed 
| the adoption of a certain plan for the relief of the people on the 
ſubjeqt of tithes; that had been oppoſed by the preſent Admini- 
ſtration; this day even the ſuggeſtion of redreſs of a grievance, : 
which every perſon admitted to exift, was alſo reſiſted by Admi- 
niſtration ; therefore it was fair to conclude, that it was not their 
intent ion to afford any relief to the lower order of people in this 
kingdom. To the mode of proceeding of the right honourable 
mover, objections had been made, which had been conceived not 

a * 
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to be well founded. The reſolutions he propoſed appeared to be 


perfectly proper. It was a rule of Parliament, he ſaid, that 


when a member propoſed the abolition of a tax, in that Houſe, 


he ſhould at the ſame time propoſe another tax, as a ſubſtitute 


to make up the deficiency of the Revenue, occaſioned by ſuch an 
abolition, in order to aſcertain the amount of that deficiency, or 
in other words the number of thoſe whom he propoſed: to ex- 
empt from hearth- money. His right honourable friend had 
moved thoſe reſolutions. Tt had been contended by the oppoſers 


of his motion, that the Houſe ſhould decide firſt, and enquire 


afterwards ; though he could not admit ſuch a procedure to he 
either rational or parliamentary, he would in this inſtance gratify 


| thoſe oppoſers by declaring without heſitation, that it was his 


decided opinion, that the man whoſe houſe and garden are not 
worth more than thirty ſhillings per ann. who is not poſſeſſed of 
lands, goods, or chattles, exceeding in value five pounds, ought 
not to pay any tax whatſoever, He declared that he was happy 
to ſee a meaſure of this nature brought forward by the right ho- 
nourable member. When the lower order of the people ſaw men 
of the firſt deſcription in the landed intereſt advance, as the zea- 
lous aſſertors of their rights, and their determined proteQors 
from oppreſſion, they would repoſe proper confidence in the re- 
preſentatives of the people, and inſtead of being influenced by 
that deſpair, which an apprehenſion of their intereſts being totally 


neglected, muſt inſpire, they would demean themſelves properly, 


and reſt on what he truſted was a well founded expeRation, that 
the perſeverance of the right honourable member and his friends, 
2 at a future and early period obtain for them effectual re- 

Mr. GaarraAx ſaid that if gerſtlemen were agreed in the prin- 
ciple they would not differ about the mode; there was no doubt 
that ſack an order could be framed as to give the Houſe ſatisfac- 
tory knowledge of ſuch perſons as come within his right honour- 
able friend's deſcription of poverty ; and a knowledge alfo of the 
amount of their ual payment, that we might know the ſum to 
be compenſated to the ſtate; the hearth-money acts had admitted 
the poverty of the peaſant to be aſcertainable, for they gave ex- 
emptions to a deſcription of perſons who had but four pounds, as 
certified by the magiſtrate. Why not ſend out an order, requir- 
ing the collectors te make a return of the poor within his right 
honourable friend's motion; ſuch return to be certified by a ma- 


giſtrate? Why not proceed on the plan of the act which is al- 


ready in exiſtence, but whoſe exemption, from a change in the 
value of money, have loſt the extent which the act was originally 


intended for? In fact, his right honourable friend's motion does 


nothing more than lay the foundation of extending, or rather re- 


viving the humane proviſions in one clauſe of the hearth- money 


” 
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act; and his right honourable friend was perfectly proper in mov- 
ing his reſolutions now; becauſe the return ſnould be made early 
the next ſeſſion, before we go into the committee of ways and 
means, where a compenſation to the ſtate, founded on ſuch a re- 
turn, ſhould naturally be made. | 
The motion, therefore, of his right honourable friend was ſea- 
ſonable and practicable; but the cauſe of oppoſition to his mo- 
tion was an oppoſition to his principle. The miniſtry, he ſaid, do 
not chuſe to relax any part of the hcarth-money to eaſe the pea- 
ſantry. In this I am ſure they are wrong: I am convinced, that 
the man who has but five pounds in the world, and pays thirty 
ſhillings for his houſe, ought not to pay hearth-money—the 
ſtrongeſt argument for his relief is the bare ſtatement of his con- 
dition. What benefit does the State confer on ſuch a man, that 
it ſhould have a right to tax him? In what property do your laws 
protect ſuch a man — a man who has no property—who has no- 
thing, except that labour which he gives the State? He gives 
yo rtahoo?, and you give him a ſhare in your taxes. What 
my right honourable friend has laid.down is the true principle of 
Government, and ought to be the rule of yours, that the poor of 
ſuch a deſcription ag. he ſtates, ought not to be taxed—that men 
who receive no benefit from the State, ought not to ſhare in its 
burden—they ſhould be exonerated on the moſt extenſive princi- 
ple—the peaſantry of Ireland, when they are quiet, ought to be 
nurſed, not taxed—their growth will make you ample amends for 
every exemption you afford them. : 3 
A right honourable gentleman on the floor has ſaid, that hearth- 
money is the only tax the peaſant pays, and therefore he thinks 
it is not neceſſary to aboliſh that tax but I think it is neceſſary 
to aboliſh that tax, as far as relates to the peaſantry, and for the 
very reaſon becauſe it is the only tax the peaſantry pay— that is, 
becauſe they are ſo extremely poor, fo very wretc that they 
cannot afford to conſume in any great degree the articles which 
are taxed in this country—a country where almoſt every thing is 
taxed—where ſoap, candles, and tobacco are taxed. The wretch- 
edneſs of their living, and the miſery of their conſumption, is the 
reaſon why they ſcarcely pay any tax but the hearth-money, and 
is likewiſe a reaſon why they ſhould not even pay hearth-money. 
He ſaid he laughed at the idea that we cannot make a compen- 
ſation to the State, and ſtill more at the ſu tion that the 
Crown has an intereſt in continuing this tax on the lower orders of 
the people, as if the Crown had not an intereſt in placing its ſup- 
rt on ways and means the moſt humane and reſpectable. For 
the ſake of the Crown as well as of the peaſantry, he ſhould wiſh 
this tax were taken off, in order to give relief to the one, and a 
more creditable revenue to the other. | 


On the queſtion being put, the reſolutions were negatived 
without a diviſion. 


- 
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Camden-ſtreet, together with that part of the Rat 


ty of Dublin expecting the ſaid commii 
paired the ſame, have not preſented any ſum for that purpoſe; _ 
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A petition of the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders and inhabi- 
tants of the county of Dublin, South, whoſe names are there- 
unto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that that part of the Ranelagh road from the Circular-road 
leading to Dublin, now called Charlotte- ſtreet, and great part of 

3 road 
from the Circular- road leading to Dublin, are in a ruinous and al- 
moſt impaſſable ſtate, and have been ſo for ſome years paſt, and 
are every day declining, and advancing more to ruin, though the 
petitioners are obliged to pay the paving tax; that the commiſſi- 
oners for paving, whoſe duty it was apprehended to. be, have 
hitherto either neglected or are not properly authorized by law to 
mend or repair the ſame ; that the grand juries for the ſaid coun- 

— would have re- 


and therefore praying the Houſe to do as to it ſhall ſeem meet. 


The SecxeTary OF STATF preſented to the Houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill to alter and amend an a& to explain and 
amend an act paſſed in the twenty-firſt and twenty-ſecond years of 
his preſent Majeſty, entitled an a& for prohibiting the uſe of 
lime in bleaching, and regulating ſeal-maſters of linen, and en- 
couraging the home- manufacture of aſhes for bleachers uſe, en- 
larging and rendering more commodious the linen- hall of the city 
of Dublin, and other purpoſes therein mentioned ; which was 
received and read the firſt time, 


Mr. Horus reported from the committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the bill for enforciag the law in priſons. 


Sir Feancis HuTcninson oppoſed the clauſe for increaſing 
the ſalary of the gaoler of the county of Dublin. | 


Mr. GarDINER ſaid he had on this fpecific point been addreſſed 
by the grand jury of the county of Dublin, who having conſider- 
ed the diligenoe and activity of this officer, and his very ſmall ſa- 


lary, had deſired that it might be encreaſed 3 the gaoler of New- 


gate had 120 per annum, without taking more trouble than the 
gaoler of the county of Dublin; and on the whole he thought 
the increaſe very reaſonable. | 

He ſaid he could not avoid obſerving, that the honourable ba- 
ronet ſeemed anxious upon all occaſions to oppoſe whatever came 
from tht᷑ repreſentatives of the county of Dublin; he was almoſt 
going to ſay, he wiſhed he were one of them to ſee how much 
better he would a& for the benefit of the county. 
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Sir NicyoLas Lawress ſaid he had frequently had the ho. 
nour of being on the grand juries of the county of Dublin, and 
thoſe juries had found themſelves under the neceſſity of paſſing 
preſentments for various articles charged ſomewhat high, in order 
in ſome degree to compenſate the gaoler for the ſmallneſs of his 
ſalary ; now, to prevent a continuation of that neceflity, he was 
for agreeing to the clauſe. 5 Ow” 

| The clauſe was accordingly agreed to. LF” 

The clauſe for increaſing the ſalary of the Inſpector General of 
priſons was read. „ 

Sir Francis Hurchixsox oppoſed it alſo. 

Mr. O'Neill ſaid he thought it but an act of common jultice 
to increaſe the ſalaty of the Ii or General of priſons ; that 
gentleman with a degree of zeal and diligence uneꝗ alled, had 
performed his duty to the full ſatisfaction of every man who had 
taken the trouble of attending to the ſubſect, and to the very 
great benefit of the nation: to devote himſelf entirely to his duty 
he had given up his profeſſion as a phyſician, and he had truſted 
entirely to the generoſity of the public for ſuch reward as his 

conduct might merit ; to beſtow that reward was now the buſineſs 
of Parliament, and he doubted not their juſtice, {| - - = - 
The clauſe was agreed to. Dir" 1 


— 
* 


Mr. Srrwanr reported from the committee on the petition 
reſpecting the Tyrone navigation, that petitioners had fully proved 
the allegation of their petition, and moved that the Houfe ſhould 


agree with committee's report, ; 


The CraxcELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER faid he had no doubt 
but perſons who were intereſted to think ſo would think that no- 
thing could be more reaſonable, than for the public firſt to make 
a canal, and then to maintain it in repair for their uſe toll free; 
but the duty of his ſituation called upon him to proteſt againſt 
ſuch an improvident waſte of the public money. Any canal 
which, when once finifhed;/ was unable to ſupport itſelf, could 
be no object to the public, and ſhould not be maintained at the 
public charge. The principle of making the nation pay the ex- 
pence of local convenience had already coſt her more than her 
whole funded debt, and he was ſorry to find* that principle till 
exiſting. 85 e & 60k: OTRLTE'S 

r r 4 — . „ . S 

Mr. STzwarrT ſaid nothing in this buſineſs had been done by 
furprize, but every thing fair and openly; the committee had 
examined the moſt reſpectable evidence, and after taking much 
pains to inveſtigate the ſubject, had made up their report. He 
—_— the right honourable baronet to recolle& how very eſſen- 
tial coals were to the bleaching buſineſs, and conſequently to the 


„ „ 2 ans rea I 


* 


a rern Foun 


ſtaple manufaQure of the kingdom, as appears from the petition 
of the five counties bordering on Lough Neagh, every thouſand 
pieces of linen requiring in the operation neceſlary to bleaching, 
thirty tons of coals. He obſerved that the right honourable ba- 
ronet was miſtaken in ſuppoſing that it was intended to charge 
the public with the whole expence of keeping the canal an repair, 
in order to let goods paſs toll free; coals were the only commo- 
dity intended to 71s free, all other goods were charged, and the 
tolls were to be applied to the works of the navigation. 


; The Cuancitiior ar FR Exch au ER moved to adjourn the 
conſideration of the committee's. report to the 2d of Anguit. 
The Houſe divided... 


6% »& 4 


Ayes, On 8 16 
F ne. | 
He then moved, that it be adjourned to the 1ſt of July. The 
Houſe divided, _ 85 


Ayes, r 5 . ä 14 
 Noes, "1 58 — : 22 
Mr. Busen moved the queſtion of adjournment. The Houſe 
again divided, | 
Ayes, „ 
Noes, — | 22 


Tbe Houſe being counted, and forty members not being pre- 
ſent, the Speaker adjourned the Houſe. 


* : 7 
4 * 


x — 
— 4 


; Tuespar, March 18, 1788. 


The Sorxciror Gen ERAL preſented to the Houſe, according 
to order, a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty- 


ſeventh year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for improving 


and repairing the turnpike road leading from the city of Dublin 


to Kilcullen-bridge in the county of Kildare, and to the twenty 
one · mile ſtone, weſtward to the faid bridge, and for creating a 


fund to complete the ſaid road; which was received and read the 
firſt time. | | 


He obſerxed, that to carry the intention of the bill into effeR, 


a ſum of not leſs than 10, oool. would be requiſite in aid of the 


turnpike tolls. He had endeavoured to find a fund ade- 
quate to this purpoſe, and he truſted he had diſcovered one, 
which, w thout proving at all burdenſome to the people, would 
be fully adequate. He need not, he ſaid, inform gentlemen, 
that the corn cars were the principal cauſe of injury to the Kil- 
cullen road, and if they were, the juſtice of making them con- 


tribute ſpmewhat towards its repair was obvious. He therefore 
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propoſed, that a ſum of one halfpenny ſhould be deduced from 
every ſhilling paid as bounty on the land-carriage of corn, which 
would amount to about 4L 3s. 4d. per cent. and in four years, 
calculating that ſame quantity of corn which now receives bounty 
ſhould continue to do ſo, would amount to 10,0001. This, he 
heped, would be thought perfectly reaſonable. There was but 
one objection to it that was the trouble it would give the gen- 
tleman who pays the corn-bounties; it would, no doubt, oblige 
him to open a new ſet of books, and put him to the cxpence of 
an additional clerk 5 but he had conſulted that gentleman, and 
with a liberality that perfectly became him, he had declared him- 
ſelf ready to do it without any expence to the public. 


The CHAnCELLOR OF THE ExCHeQUER ſaid he would not 
oppoſe the bill, as it was not to take any thing out of the public 
coffer ; he looked upon it as a mere local convenience, and if the 


gentlemen concerned were ſatisfied, he could have no objection. 
4 * 2 be, 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid with all his partiality to the 
honourable gentleman, and. all the reſpect he entertained for any 
production of his, he muſt confeſs, that the bill now introduced 
had ftruck him as'a matter of the molt ſingular nature that ever 
had been brought into Parliament; and he could not think him- 
ſelf juſtified in refraining from calling upon every gentleman who 
valued the corn bounty as a main ſpring of our agriculture, to 
ſand up and prevent its being frittered away in the repair of turn- 
pike roads. If this bill ſhould paſs, he defired to know what 
ſhonld prevent other gentlemen from calling for anothęr᷑ part of 
the corn bounties, for the different roads upon which the corn 
cars ply ? and upon what principle could Parliament refuſe a part 
of the bounty to other roads, if they once ſet a precedent by 
granting any to this? 0 . 9 
He ſaid he was old enough to remember when this city, and 
great part of the Kingdom, vas fed with foreign corn, but ſince 
the inſtitution of bounties on the carriage of corn, and bounties 
on its exportation, great tracts of land, formerly ip a ſtate of de- 
ſolation, had been changed to golden fields; the deſerts had be- 
come populous to ſuch a degree, he was convinced ſeveral coun- 
ties had increaſed their inhabitants one-third ; the kingdom was 
not only abundantly fupplicd for its own conſumption, but could 
afford immenſe quantities for exportation. All theſe good effe&s 


had commenced and increaſed with the corn bounties, he was 


therefore jealous of making any alteration in the fyſtem even for 
a great occaſion, but would never confent for the benefit of a 
. furnpike road. | | 04 

He deſired gentlemen to recollect the fund from which the corn 
bounties were paid—the hereditary revenue, - partly a land-tax ; 
were they prepated to adopt the principle of making roads by 
land-tax? His Majeſty had for the benefit of his people, and to 
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encourage tillage, conſented to part with a conſiderable ſhare of 


[ 


his hereditary revenue; would it be juſt to apply it to any other 


purpoſe than that for which his Majeſty had granted it? Cer- 
tainly not. Upon the whole, the bill appeared to him the moſt 
exceptionable in its principle of any thing he ever recollected 
coming before that Houſe, and as ſuch, he oppoſed it. 


Sir Hercules LanGRISHE faid he would not in ſuch an early 
ſtage of the bill riſe to give it oppoſition, were not its principle 
utterly inadmiſſible. He then entered into the policy of the corn 


laws, which he highly approved, and conſidered as of too ſacred 
a nature to be lightly infringed. , He could not help obſerving 


upon the honourable gentleman's argument, that the multitude 
of cars were the cauſe of deſtroying the road. Did not all thoſe 
cars pay toll and double toll? what further claim then had the 


_ honourable gentleman upon them? He had never underſtood 
that too much very profitable buſineſs could be deemed injurious 


to a road. He further obſerved, that the intention was more to 
make a road of magnificence than convemence. What neceſlity 
was there for having it ſixty feet wide for ſeveral miles, and that 
at an expence of 10,000]. beſides, the very large tolls collected? 
That there could he no ſuch neceſſity mutt be apparent to every 
one who knew that the beſt roads in the kingdom were thoſe that 
were made without any turnpike tolls at all. 

He ſaid the right honourable gentleman who had ſpoken juſt 


before him had truly obſerved, that the corn bounties were grant- 
ed out of his Majeſty's hereditary revenue for the purpoſe of en- 


couraging'tillage—to any other purpoſe they could not be applied, 
and if gentlemen thought they were too high, (though they do 
not pay half the expence of the carriage of corn) they were in 
juſtice bound to reſtore them, or ſo much of them as they deem- 
cd ſuperfluous, to the King's treaſury again. 5 


The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered for a ſecond reading 
to-morrow. | SS 


Mr. WiLLiam Fosrts moved that the Houſe do f̃eſolve itſclf 
into a committee on the Dunleer turnpike-bill. | 


The Honourable Mr. AnxzsLEv ſaid he roſe to oppoſe the 
bill; it had been his wiſh to have it printed, in order that the 
Houſe might have been better able to judge of its tendency, of 
which, were they fully poſſeſſed he would have no occaſion to de- 
bate the ſubjet᷑t; but the bill not having been printed, it was now 


_ neceſſary to explain to the Houſe, that it was ſomewhat more 


than a turnpike-bill, and infinitely greater in its conſequences. 
But before he proceeded, he would deſire the clerk to read over 
the names of the preſent commiſſioners, and did requeſt that any 
gentleman would point out, which of them had deſerved to be 

treated in the diſreſpectful manner intended by the bill. 
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[The clerk accordingly read over the names of the preſent 
commiſſioners of the Dunleer turnpike road.] 

Theſe, he ſaid, are the commiſſioners, their characters are re- 
ſpectable, and their number very conſiderable ; what then will the 
Houſe think, when I inform them, that thoſe commiſſioners, 
numerous and reſpectable as they are, have not had the ſlighteſt 
intimation of. the honourable gentleman's intention to bring in a 
bill, which direQs, that the firſt Monday after the paſſing thereof, 
theſe noblemen and gentlemen ſhall meet and chuſe from amongſt 
them five, in whoſe hands every power relative to the Dunleer 
turnpike road ſhall be placed, and from thenceforward the ret 
ſhall be diſcarded from any interference in a work, in which, from 
their great landed property, they are highly intereſted ? Sir, 
ſaid he, it is very, well known who thoſe five gentlemen will be; 
Ca call of, name them, name them,] I will name them fince I 
am called upon—the two members for the county of Louth—one 
1 them from his high r and great ability 


The Sezax es ſaid he WY intimate to the bobble gentle- 
man, that it was not perfectly in order to allude perſonally to him 
while in the. chair, where he conld not reply ; but he would, by 
permiſſion of the Houſe, take the liberty of ſaying, that he did 
not deſire to be one of the commiſſioners in queſtion ; it would not 
accord either with his leiſure or his nd | 


Mr. AxxzSLEY. —The other © pmiſhoners wall be the two 
members for Dunleer, and the ge an who ſeconded the mo- 
tion for bringing in the bill, theſe are the ſive; perhaps they are 
the beſt that could be choſen, perhaps I ſhould vote for them 
myſelf, but I think it would be but decent to have given the 
other commiſſioners notice. 

If this bill paſſes, I am ſure the powers it conveys will be veſt- 
ed in very proper hands; but I beg leave to ſay, that thoſe powers 
are by no means inconſiderable; there is ſome patronage annex- 
ed, three places of fifty- two guineas a year each. The commiſ- 
Goners may the road in any line they think proper, 8 * 

underſtand that it is intended to cut out the Man of \ War, the 
mobi conſiderable inn on the road, and they have powers of ſtop- 
ping up the old road, and leaving out the whole town of Balrud- 
dery. How ſuch powers might be applied to purpoſes of dec 
tion, the Houſe might eaſily imagine, as it was well Known the 
members of that Houſe never interfere in < 

Sir, permit me again to allude to you, I never deft but to bear 
teſlimony to your merit. You have with much riety intro- 
duced a cuſtom of having a brief made of every bill, in order to 
give the members the fulleſt mformation on every ſubject pending 
before the Houſe. Now, Sir, by ſome very extraordinary fata- 
. it happens that in the brief of the preſent bill, there is not 

a ſingle word of this dlauſe, a the power of che 


| 
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preſent commiſſioners, nor is there in the bill itſelf any power to 


= the intereſt of debentures, which intereſt the laſt act took 


away. Sir, I could mention feveral caſes of great hardſhip, 
induced by the laft bill, particularly that of a captain in the navy, 
the earnings of whoſe whole life have been Joſt through the 
effects of it. I do not find that the preſent bill intends any 
reſtitution. - - 

I do not confider the bill in the light merely of a turnpike bill, 
and theſe are my reaſons for voting againſt it—not any petty am- 


bition i in me or my friends to be commiſſioners of turnpike roads. 


—- Sir, the man who is ambitious is a miſerable man; he can- 
not travel from Dublin to Drogheda, or from Drogheda to Dun- 
leer, without being watched and ſuſpected ; my friends are not 
ambitious, conſequently they are more happy. 

Sir, I thought it my duty to ſtate this matter to the Houſe ; 
J hope I ſhall not be thought to have acted wrong; if the Houſe 
ſhoald think differently from me, I bow with ſubmiſhon ; but 
having done my duty, I ſhall give no farther oppoſition "than 
oppoling the committal. 


Mr. W. FosTex ſaid if he ſhould be able to ſhew the honourable 
gentleman; that he had miſtaken the purport and tenor of the bill, 
he hoped he would have his aſſiſtance and ſupport. The bill, far 
from treating the truſtees with diſreſpect, propoſed to inveſt them 
with powers which they had not before; and as experience had 
ſhewn, that very large ſocieties of men ſcarce ever act with that 
vigour and attention which ſmaller bodies exert, it was therefore 
propoſed to place in the hands of a few who would think themſelves 
reſponſible, the buſineſs which had been neglected by the many; 


for it was moſt certain, that the preſent commiſſioners never had 


done any thing but appoint a few inſpectors.— The bill, he ſaid, 
was a copy of the Kilcullen turnpike bill; having obſerved the 


good effects of that bill, he had taken it as a model, and as to 


what the honourable gentleman had ſaid about the ambition of 


being a turnpike commiſſioner, it could not be imputed to bim by 
any one who would for a moment conſider, that the friends of the 


honourable gentleman were ſo numerous in the preſent commiſ- 
ſioners, that they might chooſe whatever five they pleaſed to exe- 
cute the power of the bill; and as to the mode of chuſing, ſure 
nothing could be more fair than # ballot. 

As to the complaints made by the honourable gentleman with 
reſpec to the former bill, and relative to the payment of intereſt, 
they only tend to prove the neceſſity of the preſent bill, and 
whenever it ſhould oy committed, there would bs opportunity of 
redreſſing them all. 


Mr. Cory ſaid he ſtood before the Houſe. as a .culprit under | 
the honourable 2 entleman's accufation, but certainly a very inno- 
ugh he had ſeconded the * he had done it 


cent one; for 
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entirely upon the credit of the honourable mover, and not from 
any ambition, or any defire of the patronage, which the direction 


of a turnpike road could convey. 'The honourable mover had re- 


preſented to him what he believed was the fact, that this bill was a 


copy of the Kilcullen road bill, and as the works on that road had 
' been held out as a pattern, and received univerſal approbation, he 
was deſirous of ſecing the ſame effects produced on the great 
northern road. | | 5 

But why the honourable gentleman ſhould ſingle him out as one 
to be choſen a commiſſioner, he could not tell; had he ſhewn any 
ſuch ambition? To the honourable gentleman he left the ambition 
of ſwinging on a turnpike road. | 

He could not, however, refrain from returning the honourable 
gentleman his thanks for the lecture he had given on ambition, a 
paſſion with which, however, he never would charge him, more 


eſpecially if he found him in a ſituation where his tongue was tied 


up, or where he could not reply ; ſuch a mode of attack he 
ſhould deem incompatible with that ingenuous conduct which 
ſhould ever diſtinguiſh the members of that Houſe. 


Mr. AxxzsLET.—I am extremely obliged to the. honourable 


gentleman for giving an opportunity of (explaining. Sir, I at- 


tack no man, but when called upon by the Houſe to name the 
perſons to whom I alluded I cannot refuſe an anſwer. Have the 
entlemen who reply to me been able to ſhew that I have made any 

e ſtatement ? They have not in a ſingle point. 

I have diſclaimed all ambition of being included in the number 
of the honourable gentleman's 9 but there is one 
thing of which I am ambitieus, it is of having the confidence of 
the merchants of Belfaſt, who have communicated their wiſhes to 


me. I know that the merchants of Belfaſt are at this moment, 


on account of the mail robberies, deviſing means of eſtabliſhing 
mail-coaches on the North road, the goodneſs of the road is 
therefore a principal object, and I am ambitious of preventing its 
ruin. TEL 

The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 

Ayes — | — „ 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 

Houſe, and went through the bill. 6 


Mr. Corry preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
to explain and amend the laws relative to the fiſheries on the coaſts 


of this kingdom; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Sir Erwary Crorron preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill for empowering the grand juries in the ſeveral counties 
to ſettle the ſalarics of the treaſurers at any amount they ſhall 
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think fit, not exceeding 60l. per annum; which was reccived and 
read the firſt time. 


3 — — — —— — 


WepxesDay, March 19, 1788. 


Sir Hexzy CAvxxpis ſaid on account of the very thin at- 

tendance of members, and from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, he 
would move to withdraw his bill for the more regular payment of 
intereſt; he, however, would introduce it again early in the next 
ſeſſion. "To 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
to conſider of proper rules and regulations to be obſerved by per- 
ſons applying to the Houſe for private bills reſpecting canals, the 
making rivers navigable, and the improvement of ports and har- 
bours ; and the Speaker having reſumed the chair, the Accountant 


General reported from the committee that they had come to the 
following reſolutions : 


1. Reſolved, that after this ſeſſion of Parliament no bill ſh 
be entertained in this Houſe for making a navigable canal, or 
making or improving the navigation of a river, or for improving 
any particular port or harbour, or for altering any act of Parlia- 
ment for any of the ſaid purpoſes, unleſs a petition, praying 
the ſame, be firſt preſented to this Houſe, and-reported upon by 
a committee of this Houſe, . | 


2. Reſolved, that after this ſeſſion of Parliament, when any 
petition ſhall be preſented to this Houſe for making a navigable 
canal, or making or improving the navigation of a river, or for 
altering any act of Parliament for the above purpoſes, there be 
preſented with ſuch petition a plan deſcribing the line of ſuch in- 
tended canal or navigation, and the land through which ſuch in- 
tended canal is to be carried; and that one month at the leaſt 
previous to the commencement of the ſeſſion in which ſuch peti- 
tion ſhall be preſented, notice of ſuch intended petition ſhall be 
given by advertiſement in the Dublin Gazette, and two or more 
other newſpapers uſually publiſhed in the city of Dublin, and in 
ſome one country newſpaper, if any ſuch newſpaper ſhall be publiſh- 
ed in any county or town through which ſuch line is propoſed to be 
carried, and alſo by advertiſement to be poſted on the door of the 
court or ſeſſion-houſe, of the county through which ſuch canal is 
intended to paſs, ſpecifying the baronies and towns through, to 
or near which reſpectively ſuch canal is intended to be carried, 
and that a ſchedule be preſented with ſaid petition, ſtating the - 
tolls or duties intended to be taken on ſaid canal or navigation. 


3. Reſolved, that when any ſuch petition ſhall be preſented to 
this Houſe, there ſhall be annexed thereto an eſtimate of the 
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propoſed expence of ſuch undertaking, ſigned by the perſon or 
perſons making the ſame, ſpecifying whether any and what aque- 
ducts, locks or bridges are to be made, with their ſeparate ex- 
pence, together with an account af the money ſubſcribed for 
carrying the ſaid work into execution, and the names of the ſub. 
fcribers, with the ſums ſeverally ſubſcribed by them; or if the 
faid work is not propoſed to be done by ſubſcription, or only in 
part by ſubſcription, then an account of the manner in which 
the expence of {aid work is propoſed to be ſupplied. 


4. Reſolved, that a copy of every ſuch petition, and of the 
ſeveral matters to be preſented with, or annexed to the ſame, be 
depoſited with the clerk of this Houſe, fourteen days at the leaſt 
before the commencement of the ſeffion, when ſuch petition ſhall 
be preſented, and that notice of ſuch intended petition be left 
with the treaſurer of each county in which the faid navigation or 
part thereof, ſhall be fituated, one month at the leaſt previous to 
the commencement of the ſaid ſeflion. | 


5. Reſolved, that when any ſuch petition ſhall have been pre- 
ſented to this Houſe, the committee to whom it ſhall be referred 
ſhall examine in the firſt place how far the above orders have been 
complied with, and the chairman of the ſaid committee ſhall re- 
port the evidence upon ſuch examination to the Houſe on the 
report of ſaid petition... , 


6. Reſolved, that in every bill for making a navigable canal, 
or making or improving the navization of a river, or for improv- 
ing any port or harbour, there ſhall be inſerted a clauſe com- 
pelling the ſubſcribers for carrying on the ſaid works, where the 
fame are to be carricd on in the whole or in part by ſubſcription, 
to make payment of the ſums ſeverally ſubſcribed by them, under 
pain of forfeiting all their prior depoſits, together with their ſeve- 
ral ſhares. | 

The Kilcullen road bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for to-morrow. 


The Solicrrox GENERAL, previous to reading the bill, de- 

clared, that from the thinneſs of the Houſe, and particularly 
from the abſence of the gentlemen of the counties of Kilkenny, 
Tipperary and Cork, he did not think it would be perfectly right 
to preſs the application of part of the corn bounty towards the 
repair of the had; he would therefore leave out that part of the 
bill for the preſent ſeſſion. 1 


The SzcxeTaRY OF STATE preſented to the Houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill to amend the laws reſpecting the law for the 
relief of priſoners charged with felony or other crimes who ſhall 
be acquitted or diſcharged by proclamation, reſpecting their fees, 


and giving a recompence for ſuch fees; which was received and 
read the firſt time. 6 


1* 


all 


Ez 


. J 47. 


Tuuxs pax, MarcH 20, 1788. 


The an meſſage was received from his Excellidey the 
Lord Lieutenant by the 3 Ulſher of the 1 Rod: 


6 Mr Speaker, 


&« Tt is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that 
« this Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” - 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Excel- 
lency ; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 
of Peers, where his Excellency was pleaſed to give the royal aſ- 
ſent to the following bills: 


F B . © © r 


1. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, an additional duty on wine, hides, beer, ale, and other 
goods and merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting 
the importation of all gold and ſilver lots: except of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain and France and the French dominions in 
Europe, and of* all hops except the gromth of Great Britain and 
the Britiſh Plantations, 

2. An act for granting to his Majeſty: the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be 
applied to the payment of the intereſt of the principal ſums 
therein provided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid prin- 
cipal ſums in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch 
other purpoſes as are therein mentioned. . 

3. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and "INE Gang 
certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all 
letters and packets within this kingdom, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned. 

4. An act for granting certain aids, duties and impoſitions to 
his Majeſty, his heirs aud ſucceſſors, for the time therein men- 
tioned, and for continuing the effect of a treaty of commerce 
and navigation concluded between his Majeſty and the molt Chriſ- 
tian King h 

5. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commilli- 
oners for managing the ſtamp duties. 

6. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
fort certain duties upon malt. | 

An act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 

8. An act for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 


his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned. | 
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9. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſacceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. 5 | 

10. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, certain duties upon carriages, 

11. An act for regulating the coffee trade, and for granting 
to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned upon coffee. ; 

12. An act to promote the linen and hempen- manufacture, 
by encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-feed, and encouraging the 
export of linens and fail cloth, and for granting to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſacceflors, the duties therein mentioned. 

13. An act for granting to his Majeſty the duty therein men- 
tioned, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange. 

14. An act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen 
and other perſons. | : 7 

15. An act for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be 
taken out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 

16. An ad; for granting the ſum of 60001. to the Lord Chan- 
cellor and Chief Judges, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

17. An act for granting the ſum of 4000l. to the truſtees of 
the linen manufacture. : Fi te = 

18. An act for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned for 
certain pious and charitable purpoſes. . 

109. An act for granting the ſum of 5000ol. to the Dublin So- 
 ciety for the purpoſes therein mentioned. ” 

20. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the army and their quarters within this king- 

dom. =. - BOAR 

221. An act for continuing an act, entitled an act for facilitat- 

ing the trade and intercoarſe between this kingdom and the Unit- 

ed States of America. | 

22. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty- 

third and twenty - fourth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, en- 
titled an act for eſtabliſhing a poſt · office within this kingdom. 
It was reſolved, Nem. Con. that the thanks of the Houſe be 
given to the right honourable thé Speaker, for the excellent 

ſpeech made by him at the bar of the Houſe of Peers on pre- 

17 25 the money bills this day, and that he be requeſted to print 

the ſame. PE. of TR 


It was reſolved, that an humble addrefs be. preſented to bis 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to give 
directions to his 'Majeſty's Attorney General to profecute the fol- 
lowing perſons, viz. George Roe, head keeper of the New Pri- 
ſon, and Charles Walch, turnkey thereof, for the offences ſeve- 
rally ſpecified in the report of the committee of the Houſe, ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration the ſtate and management of 
the ſeveral gaols and priſons in this Kingdom. 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the ak Haul 


on the bill to regulate the admiſſion of freemen, Sir Francis 


Hutchinſon 1 in the chair. 


| Lord Naas ſaid that the bill was highly obje&tionable ; ; and in 


f order to get rid of it, he would move that the chairman do leave 


the chair. 


Mr. Bor ron . that the bill was a very neceſſary one, 
and went to prevent many abuſes that prevailed at elections for 
members to ſerve in Parliament for corporate towns and cities, 


Captain BuzGn condemned the principle of the bill. 


On the queſtion being put, that the chairman do quit the 
chair, there appeared | 
Ayes ; — — 26 
Noes 1 
Of courſe the bill fell to the Wan 


Mr. Mook moved that the Houſe be counted, and it appear- 


ing that there were only thirty-three merabers preſent me 
Speaker immediately adjourned. 


The Right Honourable the Speaker's 8 Speech to his Excellency 
George Grenville Nugent Temple, arquis of Buckingham, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland, at 

the Bar of the Houſe of Peers, this day on preſenting the 
Money Bills for the Royal Aſſent, 


« May it pleaſe your Exoellency, 


„The Commons of Ireland, in the year 1785, made a great 
and ſpirited effort, by a large encreaſe of taxes, to form a ſteady 
ſyſtem for the annual ſupply c of the public expenſe. | 

« Such a ſyſtem, deſirable. in all countries, and at all times, is 
particularly neceſſary to a commercial ſtate, where the proſpect of 
new loans muſt induce fluctuations i in the price of money n : 
to the ſteady courſe of trade, 

It was happily adopted here, and this is the third ſucceſſive 
feſſion in which the national debt has not been encreaſed by any 
new loan, nor has any new tax been impoſed. 

Thus the ſyſtem has anſwered ; it ſeems ſettled, and the peo- 
ple confide in it, Under its influence public credit has riſen 
high, and private credit, unawed by any fear of interference 
from the nation's borrowing, extends itſelf with ſafety to en- 
courage induſtry, promote enterprize, and enlarge the commer- 
cial capital—manufaQures have in conſequence been extended, 
our exports enereaſed, and the h feels a „ un- 
known in any N time. 
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4 Such are the bappy effects of liberal ſupplies wiſely adminiſ- 
tered z and the Commons, ſenſible of thoſe effects, do now, 
with the moſt dutiful zeal for his Majeſty? s ſervice, and with the 
fulleſt confidence in your Excellency's experienced wiſdom and 
affectionate attachment to this kingdom, grant the ſame ſupplies 
in the bills I have the honour to preſent to your EI, in 
their name, for the royal aſſent.” | 


Faivay, Manch 21, 1788. 


=— 


Several bills were read a ſecond and third "_ and 3 the 


Houſe adjourned. | a 
* — a 
3 Ts + Þ 31 „ 0 


SaTURDAY, MarcH 22, 1788. 


The Houſe proceeded to take into conſideration the report 
from the.committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred 
to conſider of proper rules and regulations to be obſerved by per- 
| ſons applying to the Houſe for private bills reſpecting canals, the 
making rivers navigable, and the improvement of ports and 
harbours. 


Mr. Gairrirn ſaid be had” a petition to offer againſt them; 
the petition, he ſaid, was from the Grand Canal Company, and 
ſtated, that ſhould theſe reſolutions be confirmed, they would 
very materially affect the company's intereſts : they therefore 
prayed, that the Houſe would poſtpone their determination, and 
allow time for the ſubject to be duly weighed and conſidered. 
They alſo prayed liberty to be heard by their counſel at the bar, 
againft the reſolutions. | 


k 4 
4 * 
- 6 of . 


'The 0 OF THE Exch⁰νS x ſaid he ſhould not 
* deferring the conſideration of the reſolutions for any rea- 
ſonable ſpace of time, if a ſingle gentleman would declare, that 
he could diſavow this 8 but if their principle was found- 
ed upon the plaineſt of all truiſms, then the poſtponement, of them 
eould anſwer no purpoſe but that of unneceſſary delay, a mode 
that had been ſometimes uſed to get rid of queſtions ſo obviouſly 

roper, that no man could be hardy enough to openly oppoſe. 
He called upon gentlemen to'fay which of the reſolutions was 
improper or unreaſonable z was it unreaſonable when people made 
application for public money, that the public ſhould know what 
they intended to do with it? Was it unreaſonable to bind per- 

ſons who receive public money, to lay out that money under the. 
conditions and for the PL at the time of applying ? 
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Was it unreaſonable to oblige the undertakers of canals, to give 
notice to the perſons through whoſe eſtates they intended to carry 


their works? If theſe were unreaſonable reſolutions, they had 
taken the rule by which England had long acted, and he thought 
it would be no injury to this country, were ſhe to copy the mode 
adopted by England, on a ſubject in which that country had been 


ſo eminently ſucceſsful. He declared, that as the reſolutions 
were intended to promote the completion of canals, in his opinion 
- they would molt effectually anſwer that purpoſe, | 


He obſerved, that as the only way in which the public can 
benefit by canals, is by the cheapneſs of water carriage ariſing 
from low tolls, it was not unreaſonable that the public, when they 
grant money towards carrying any canal ſcheme into effect, ſhould 
ſtipulate for keeping the tolls ſo low as to reimburſe them the 
money ſo granted. | 


Mr. Grirr1tH EY the neceſſity of granting more time for 


conſideration ; he admitted that moft of the reſolutions were well 


founded, and all might be made uſeful, was reaſonable time allow- 


ed to modify ſuch parts as were deſtructive; in particular he 


complained of undertakers being obliged to give notice indivi- 


dually to each perſon who might be. intereſted in lands through 
which works were to run, many of whom might be diſinclined 
to receive ſuch notice, others might be abſentees and out of the 


reach of perſonal notice; this, therefore, he thought was the 


death-blow to the undertaking of any future canal unleſs it could 
be modified, and he therefore thought inſtead of ſpecial notice 
being ſerved on each proprietor individually, that general notice 
in the newſpapers, fourteen days before the ſeſſion of Parliament, 
might be deemed ſufficient. He objected alſo to binding under- 
takers to compleat the works they might begin; let Parliament 
rather look to the men to whom they might grant aid, than bind 
them up. If men of ſtraw ſhould offer, let Parliament reject 
them; but where men of character and property engaged, they 
ſhould be left to purſue their own intereſts under the guidance of 
their own diſcretion. | 


Mr. STEwakT (of Killymoon ) 1 of the precipita- 
tion with which the reſolutions were hurrying forward, and pro- 
poſed to defer the further conſideration of them to the firſt of 
Auguſt. | 


Mr. Buzen ( Adotntant-general) ſaid that he did not ſee any 
reaſon for oppoſing theſe reſolutions, nor did he ſuſpect any in- 
tention in Government to overturn the appropriation of the til- 
lage duties. Government exerciſed a true ceconomy ; they did 
not intend to ſtarve our projects, but to reſtrain the grants to the 
bounds of honeſty.—Can we commence. that ſyſtem too ſoon ? 
If it had been NN half a ny ago he would not perhaps 


* 
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ſay as he now did, that we had little to ſhew for half a million of 
money expended on canals and ſuch works. No man he ſaid, cau 
ſpeak truth and accuſe Government of the want of liberality. 
Your debt three times told does not amount to the ſums that have 
been paid in premiums, bounties, king's letters, and parliamen- 
tary grants for public purpoſes, to which we muſt add, the ſelf. 

denial of the tillage duties, a ſum altogether not leſs than 
7,122,000]. He ſaid, when an Engliſh gentleman was aſked 
from Dublin to any friend's houſe in the country, he naturally 
imagined he could travel by canal, as in Holland—but it was not 
ſo, one line only excepted, which runs thirty-two miles. The 
more he ſaw the more he wondered what is become of a ſum of 
money that was ſufficient to cover the whole kingdom with gold- 
leaf! | : — ; 

He ſaid, it was not the object of himſelf or his right honour- 
able friend to put any determined bounds to expence but the 
bounds of common honeſty. We take the example from Eng- 
land's rule of Parliament and the law of the land in Ireland. Can 
any man get a ſhilling at a grand jury preſentment without plan 
or eſtimate? And can he recover his grant without ſworn exi- 
dence to the expenditure? Shall we then be ſuch fools as to deny 
ourſelves that care in our aggregate capacity that we inſiſt upon 
in each and every county? It would be a ſhame for Parliament 


to teach them ſuch a ſlovenly trick. # a? 


- Gentlemen, ſaid he, treat covenants as a novelty, which, in 
fact, is one of the oldeſt doctrines that we know of. On that 


very memorable occaſion, when all the ring world had aſſembled 
b 


together in diſtreſs of weather, that laudabſe doctrine was taught 
to Noah“ I will keep my covenant with you.“ 

He ſaid that as a ſubſcriber to canals, he felt no objection to 
the general wording of the reſolutions ; two or three words as 
explanatory were wanting, rather to ſupport the meaning than 
diminiſh the effect. a | : 

He ſaid if examples were wanting to ſhew the neceſſity of 
theſe reſolutions, he would read the neceſſity in the various peti- 
tions of the Grand Canal. One aſſerts, that all valuable articles 
mall be a toll of two-pence a mile, and that bricks, ſoil, ma- 


nure, &c. ſhall be carried for a halfpenny a ton per mile. 


In this the company does not deſire one ſhilling from Parlia- 
ment, they aſk only to borrow 50,000l.—for this loan, which 
is to be very honeſtly repaid, they were to go to Athy, harbour 


of Dublin, and the river Shannon. 


Another petition aſſerts, that they will procure plans and eſti- 
mates, together with propoſals for the exccution of their works, 
to be laid before Parliament and accordingly they did not do it. 

Their own expences have exceeded their ideas and calculations 


above 150,000. and the project is not half fingſhed. They have 


done a good work in opening a communication with the Barrow, 


for out of nineteen counties that draw corn-bounty, twelve will 
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come by the Barrow and Canal, and of 182 miles 136 will ſend 


by water; on this project the public may make a conſiderable 


ſaving. 


Sir EpwarD CrorTon ſaid that the printing of the reſolu- 
tions in the journals would be ſufficient notice to the country, 
and moved that they be taken into conſideration the 20th of 


January, 1789. 


Mr. CorviLLE ſaid he was of opinion, that the reſolutions 
before the Houſe, in their general tendency, were not objection- 
able, although ſome particular anes ought to be altered; they 
were however ill-timed and unneceſſary, as the Huuſe next ſeſſion 
of Parliament would have it in its power to inſiſt on any terms deem- 
ed reaſonable, before acts of incorporation were granted to par- 
ticular companies of undertakers. He was confident the preſent 
Adminiſtration was too wiſe not to wiſh ſincerely. to promote pri- 
vate ſubſcription, for carrying on the inland navigation of the 
kingdom; but he feared theſe reſolutions might repreſs and diſ- 
courage individuals, as they were unexpectedly brought in at the 
end of the ſeſſion, when gentlemen were out of, town, whoſe opi- 
nions on ſubjects affecting the domeſtic economy of the country 
ought to be liſtened to with attention. He ſtated that extenſive 


ideas of inland navigation had firſt been taken up in Ireland about 


the year 47 30.— Since that period, which was more than half a 
century, works of this kind had been carried on. entirely at the 
public expence, except in the inſtance of the undertakers of the 
Grand Canal. Experience had ſhewn that the public, as direc» 
tors, had not ſucceeded, and it was alſo as evident, that the ſmall 
ald of public money given to the corporation for carrying on the 
Grand Canal was inadequate, as this great work had been ſaved 
to the nation, through a long and diſtreſſing ſtruggle, by the vigo- 
rous perſe - nce of the proprictors—that a medium between 


theſe ext vas the policy he had long wiſhed to ſee taken up, 
and if ic gave one-third inſtead. of one-fifth of the ex- 
pence, ff private ſubſcriptions, with all the other advan- 


tages gr: in the year 1772 to the undertakers of the Grand 
Canal, he thought it would effectually accompliſh the moſt exten- 
ſive and noble ſcheme of inland navigation perhaps in Europe. 
He ſaid a very few years, at a ſmall expence to the public, would 
finiſh theſe canals, and when they were compleated, he did not 
hefitate to declare, that he could point out a conſiderable annual 
ſaving on the inland bounties, on corn, malt and flour to Dub 
lin; and yet clearly ſhew, that this ſyitem (peculiar to Ireland) 


would remain improved and invigorated, and could be defended 


on every principle of ſound policy. He ſaid the reſolutions, by 


appearing in the votes, may anſwer every uſeful purpoſe for which 


they were intended; and in his opinion, ſtopping theſe will be a 
ſafer meaſure than hazarding a check to many private ſubſerip- 
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tions which he had the pleaſure to inform the Houſe were now 
going forward with very great ſpirit, aud which promiſe the 
greateſt advantages to the kingdom. 5 


Mr. Gairrirz ſaid he was convinced if reaſonable time was 
allowed, every objectionable part of the reſolutions might be re- 
moved. The buſineſs had been taken up ſo haſtily, that gentle- 
men had not had time to conſider it, or to furuiſh themſelves with 
argument on the ſubject ; but he truſted the very ineflicacy of 
his argument would furniſh a proof that time fhoutd be allowed 
for confideration. One thing, however, was obviouſly injurious 
— undertakers were to be bound to follow the plan and line upon 
hich they ſhould ſet out, and no other, though in their proceſs 
they might find their firſt line impracticable, and diſcover ano- 
ther that would be eaſily effected. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid the conduct of 
that Houſe had never warranted an opinion, that they would deal 
ſeverity to any body of men that ſhould a& with integrity. The 
intention of binding men to perform their contracts in the parti- 
cular manner defined by their plans and eftimates, could have no 
other object but to enforce an honeſt èxertion, and a performance, 
ſo far as poſſible, on the part of the undertakers. What part 
of the cõnduct of Parliament had ever given ground to ſuppoſe 
that they would diſtreſs the unfortunate? None; and if under- 
takers, acting fairly and honeſtly, ſhould fail through misfortune 
merely, whatever Parliament might do to alleviate their misfor- 
tune, there was no cauſe to dread ſeverity. 


Mr. Buda ſaid, an honourable gentleman does not object to 
plans and eſtimates, provided the country or line was not to be 
defcribed. He ſaid he conceived that to be quite unintelligible, 
for how can a plan be underſtood except when compared with 
ground applied to it? How many aqueducts how many 
locks ?—how many bridges ?—are all localities ? Will he give us 
No better account of the canals than is given of the wind? We 

are not to know whence he cometh or whither he goeth. He 
ſaid, he truſted that it was time for Government to make theſe 
water gods give a better account of themſelves. . 


The Houſe divided on Sir Edward Crofton's motion, 
es, — "Ts 
Noes, => Sins 45 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHEQUER ſaid, as the prin- 
ciple of the reſolutions was admitted, he would not object to 
putting off till Tueſday the further conſideration of them ; but 
he truited gentlemen would not turn to the purpoſes of delay, 
what was intended as a poſtponement for the purpoſes of delibe- 
ration. If any gentleman objected to the principle of the reſo- 
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lutions, he hoped he would now come forward, and candidly 
avow his objection; for his part he had no apprehenſion from 
having them fairly canvaſſed, becauſe if properly underſtood, they 
would invite, and not deter. undertakers. 


Mr. CoLviLLE ſaid he approved much the principle of ths reſo- 
lutions, he "thanked the right honourable gentleman for his can- 
dour, and doubted not that time being given, the W 
would be made acceptable t. to all parties. | 


: & 


1 3 24, 1788. 


The Has met, but did not enter on any bulineſs that 
produced debate. 


ä 


Turxspav, Marxcn 25, 1788. 


The Houſe proceeded to take into further conſideration the 
report from the committee to whom it was referred to conſider of 
proper rules and regulations to be obſerved: by perſons applying 
for private bills reſpecting canals, the making rivers navigable, 
and the improvement of ports and harbours. 


The reſolutions being read, were agreed to by the Houſe. 
After reading ſome bills, &c. the Houſe adjourned. 


— 


Webssbar, Maxcu 26, 1788. 


Mr. Garn ſaid he underſtood that the bill he had the 
honour to introduce had been loſt by a long adjournment in ano- 
ther place; there was in that bill a proviſion for one of the moſt 
deſerving officers%employ<cd by this country, Sir Jerome Fitzpa- 
trick, the inſpector general of priſons. The public certainly 
were much indebted to his care and diligence ; and the repreſen- 
tatives of the people had with a becoming liberality been unani- 
mous in granting him a reward; however, it had fallen to the 
ground in another place; he would now move for an addreſs to 
make good that reward, only the Houſe was ſo uncommonly thi 


Mr. Hob uss mald the reward was a debt of juſtice to wha 
merits and attention of Sir Jerome; and as the Houſe had ac- 
knowledged that debt, he doubted not that Government would 
act conſonant to their intentions. He was ſorry to think the bill 
for enforcing law 1 in priſons had been thrown out in the other 
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Houſe, but to convince the world that it was well founded, he 
would move to have the report of the committee on gaols printed, 
in which there would appear a train of evidence of ſuch enormi— 

ties as would aftoniſh the public. Fe then moved that the re- 

port of the gaol committee be ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Carrirn obſerved, that engineers had been employed at 


the public expence fome time apo, to ſurvey and level certain 


lines of inland navigation. He thought, as the public had paid 
thoſe gentlemen, it was but juſt that the plans, &c. by them 
made ſhould be put into the hands of the public. | 
He therefore moved that the ſeveral plans, ſections and eſti- 
mates made under the direction of the Navigation Board, pur- 
ſuant to the reſolutions of the Houſe, be laid before the Houſe, 
together with. an account of the expence of the ſame. | 


The Houſe adjourged until Friday. 


a 8 2 ** 
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 Faivay, Marth 28, 1788. 


The following meſſage was received from his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant by the, gentleman uſher of the black rod: 
| « Mr. Speaker, 


& Tt is his Excellency the Lord Lieute nt's pleaſure that this 
&« Houſe do attend him immediately in the Jule of Peers.“ 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Excel- 
lency, and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of 
Peers, where his Excellency was pleaſcd to give the royal aſſent 


Py p 


to the following bills: 


PUBLIC BILLS. 
1. An act for uſing the court-houſes of counties at large and 


counties of cities, where ſituate within the precincts of the ſame 


counties, for the purpoſes of beth counties, ahd for declaring 
that gaols for counties at large, ſituate within counties of cities, 
ſhall be deemed part of ſuch counties at large. 


2. An act to enable all ecclefiaſtical perſons and bodies, rectors, 


vicars and curates, and impropriators, and thoſe deriving by, 


from or under them, to recover a juſt compenſation for the tithes 
withheld from them in the year 1787, in the ſeveral counties and 
counties of cities therein mentioned, againſt ſuch perſons who 
were liable to the ſame; and to explain and amend an act made 
in the twenty-ſeventh year of his preſcat Majeſty's reign, entitled 
an act to enable all eccleſiaſtical perſons and bodies, „ vicars 
and curates, and impropriators, and thoſe deriving by, from or 
under them, to recover a juſt compenſation for the tithes with- 


2 
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held from them in the year 1786, in the ſeveral counties therein 
mentioned, againſt ſuch perſons who were liable to the ſame. 


3. An act for continuing the encouragement by bounties to 
the ſeveral manufactures therein named for a certain and limited 


4. An act for building a new and convenient gaol for the coun- 


ty of Cork, and for other purpoſes relative to ſaid county. 


5. An act to continue and amend an act paſſed in the fifth year 
of his late Majeſty's reign, entitled an act for repairing the road 
leading from the town"of Newcaſtle in the county of Limerick, 
to the city of Limerick, and from thence to the city of Cork. 


Sir HENRY HarTSTONGE ſaid he had a morn to make, but 
previous to his doing fo, he wiſhed to know whetl the receſs would 
take place, and for what time; and if he was not informed in 
that particular, gentlemen muſt not blame him for not making 
the motion, as he did not know what to do with it. | Here was 
a cry of move after the receſs. ] He then moved that the grand 
committee of courts of juſtice be defired-to fit immediately after 


the receſs. _ 


* 


Mr. RowLey ſeconded the motion. 


* 
F 


Sir Hear HarTsTONGE then called on Mr. Secretary 
Fitzherbert to know when the receſs was to take place. 
* 


Mr. FirzuR BEAT ſaid he was not certain, but ſuppoſed there 
would be an adjournment to-morrow for a fortnight. 


Sir Hexxy HarTsToONGs agreed to poſtpone the motion till 


to-morrow, by which there was no queſtion put thereon. 


"Po, 


» 4 2 


SaTuraDay, MarcH 29, 1788. 


Mr. FirzüER BERT moved, e that the Houſe do, at its riſing, 
adjourn to the 11th of April,” and the queſtion being put, it 
palſed unanimouſly, : 

1 


Sir HENRY HarTsTONGE moved, © that it be an inſtruction 


to tlie grand committee of courts of juſtice to ſit immediately 
after the receſs | 


Mr. CarpixER faid he thought the motion of the honourable 


baronet a very uncommon and particular motion. He muſt beg 
that he would inform the Houſe why he made it. | 


Sir Hexxy HarTsTONGE ſaid nothing but delicacy had pre- 
vented him from ſtating at large to the Houſe the cauſe of his 


— 8 — = 
5 —_— = a 


1 r => 


r 


428 PARLIAMENTARY [Maxct 29, 


making his motion. He conſidered it as an object of very great 
importance, and as the perfon principally concerned in it was 
now out of town, he deemed it unfair to enter on the buſineſs 
till he ſhould be upon the ſpot, and for the ſame reaſon he withed 
to refrain from any further explanation. 


} 


Mr. Gazvixes ſaid he had heard of the ſubject of the mo- 
tion, and he hoped that juſtice as well as delicacy would ſway the 
honourable baronet. The perſon alluded to was now employed 
upon the buſineſs of the crown. That perſon moſt ardently 
wiſhed for an enquiry, but he hoped that enquiry would not take 
place till be ſhould be preſent, and have an opportunity of juſtify- 
ing a conduct ſo much miſrepreſented. * From what he had learn. 
ed on the ſubject, he faid he could aſſure the Houſe that the com- 
mon report was not at all to be relied upon. 


Sir Hexay HarmgsToxGE ſaid he hoped it was manifeſt to 
the Houſe, that as he had no other object in view than juſtice, ſo 
he had proceeded with delicacy and candour. He had written to 
the gentleman in queſtion, to inform him of his intention, and 
had encloſed him an exact copy of the charges; that gentleman 
had defired an enquiry, which was the only point which the pre- 
ſent motion tended to; but it would not at all redound to his 
honour, were the preſent ſeſſion to expire without that enquiry 
taking place... 1 , 

; ;% #7, 

Sir Luciv's O'BRIEx.—I have been in that part of the king- | 
dom where the circumſtance which is the cauſe of the preſent 
motion is ſaid to have happened, and I am convinced that there 
was nothing in the conduct of the learned gentleman alluded to, in 
the lighteſt degree reprehenſible; he acted agreeable to law and 
to his duty, for a judge has what the law calk a anus diſcretio, 
which he has Exerciſed, arid not improperly. 

I do therefore, Sir, think that the Houſe ſhould be extremely 
cautious of entering haſtily into any meaſure which can ſeem to 
caſt a cenſure on the gentleman in queſtion. The character of a 
judge is as delicate as that of a lady, and an injurious aſperſion, 
however undeſerved, is with infinite difficulty wiped away; at 
the ſame time that I ſpeak thus, give me leave to hope that the 
* Houſe will not ſuppoſe I would ſkreen any man from juſtice, even 
the perſon alluded to, whom I ſo highly relpect and eſteem ; yet 
I am convinced, from the moſt diligent enquiry, that he bas not 
acted from any improper motive, but at the very worlt, through 
an error in judgment, to which all men are liable —1 think the 
motion unneceſſary. 


The queſtion being put,* that it be an :nfiruRibn t to the 
grand committee of courts of juſtice, that. they fit immediately 
after ". ang it pailea 3 in the affirmative, 


4 * 
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It was ordered, that David Fitzgerald of Ballingarry, in the 
county of Limerick; Richard Maunſell, Eſq; of Limerick ; 
Edward Croker, Eſq; of Ballinagard, in the county of Limerick ; 
and William Caldbeck, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's counſel at law, 
do attend the ſaid committee at the ſame time. | 


Sir HENRY HarTSTONGE moved, that the Houſe be called 
over on Friday the 11th of April. This, he ſaid, would be ſhew- 
ing fair play to every one. 


The ArroaxkY GentrAL ſaid he 1 not ſuppoſe that a call 
of the Houſe would anſwer any uſeful purpoſe ſo very late in the 
ſeſſion, though he thought the lubject to be confidered a very ſeri- 
ous and important one; and being up, he felt himfelf ob: ged to 
ſay, in contradiction to what a right honourable baronet [Sir 
Lucius O'Brien] had advanced, that the poceeding complained, 
of was not a legal proceeding. It might perhaps be juſtitied by 
neceſſity, but certainly 1 it was not a legal proceeding, 


The SzcarTary or STATE ſaid he could ſee no neceſſity for 
calling over the Houſe, and he was certain, as very few members 
would attend, the call could have no other effect than to make the 
public ſuppoſe that the Houſe had already decided in the buſincſs 
that was to come before them; for this reaſo2, and as he withed 
the Houſe ſhould not meet under any ee he was e 
the mot ion bor ae call. MES | 


— 


Sir HEX R reed ſaid be did not ſee the buſineſs in 
that light at all—it was becauſe he was not under repoſſeſſion, 
and becauſe he wiſhed to decide with wiſdom and j 4 3. that he 
deſired to have ſuch a number of able men as Compoſed that 
Houſe called to his aſſiſtance. N e 


The queſtion on the call being put, was negatived without a 
diviſion, © 


. 
OY 


The Houſe took into confideration the amendments made by 
the Lords to the bill for the improvement of barren lands. 


The Arrouxkr GENERAL faid it appeared that in the Houſe 
of Lords a clauſe had. been introduced into the bill, which had 
no manner of relatiag to the ſubject and intention thereof, but 
which had made it the moſt rank and complete nonſenſe that ever 
had come before the Houſe of Parliament. This clauſe was 
taken from an act of Edward VI. and the propoſers of it, with- 
out conſidering 'that the preſent bill was intended for the eaſe of 
the ſubject, and that tithe cauſes were tried in Ireland in a much 
more ſummary manner, and with much leſs expence and embar- 
raſſment than in England; without confidering that the clauſe 
went univerſally to all tithe cauſes, and that the preſent only re- 
garded the improvement of barren lands, had thruſt this clauſe 


# 
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into it, by which it was impoſſible now to read the bill; 8 
mon ſenſe, law or grammar. This, however, was certain, that 
ſhould the Houſe admit it, inſtead of giving encouragement to 
the ſubject, they would only put them to enormous expence, 
vexation — embarraſſment in all tithe cauſes whatſoever. He 
repeated, that the clauſe made the bill abſolute nonſenſe, utterly 
beyond the capacity of the Houſe to amend, and was, indeed, 
a ſtile of legiſlation of which he had never before met with an 
example. He thought that it was mueh better to loſe the good 
which the bill was intended to produce, chan to incur the evils 
which would neceſſarily flow from the abſurd and ridiculous 
amendment. He * moved, that the further conſideration 
thereof be paſtponed to the 29h of September. n 


| Mr. Dar faid he thought the clauſe an improper one. No 
prohibition could go under this act in the uſual ſummary man- 
ner upon motion, though the matter of the ſuggeſtion be ever ſo 
clear or ſufficient, but the party ſuing muſt, in all caſes, declare 
m prohibition. Thus, though the ſum in conteſt be but 5. the 
party ſuing for the prohibition muft incur all the expence and 
delay of an action before he can reſtrain the inferior court from 
hee a He thought, alſo, the proving by two witneſſes 
S le pol ceptionable, not only as . were but introducing a 

w Principle into the temporal courts, a thing not to be 
2 and faid, if double coſts were to be paid by Sither party 
they ſhould by both. 3 a 


The SrcarrAxx or Starz Joclared by did not tee thoſe ob 
jections which ſtruck other gentlemen. If the inferior court 
mould exceed its juriſdiction, the court above, on application, 
would certainly grant a prohibition in the uſual manner. Tlie 
clauſe . tw from an FO act, and he Og very 
innocent. 


The Arroxxzv GrxrRAL 3 the more he conſidered 
the dlauſe the more difficult and lexing he found it. It re- 
ferred to Eecleſiaſtical Courts and Judges, though not a ſyllable 
had been ſaid in the whole bill about them, and that was the con- 
ſequence of tranſcribing haſtily a clauſe, from an Engliſh act, 
without adopting the whole. It was impoſſible by any amend- 
ment to make ſenſe of · nonſenſe, and he again moved to poſtpone 
the conſideration of the bill to the 2 gth of September. 


'The bill was e 


GT — — — — 
Fzipay, APRIL II, 1788. 


The Houſe met urſuant to acjournment, and as ſoon as the 
Speaker took the Chair, 
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Sir Hexay HarxTsToOxGE called the attention of the Houſe : 
He ſaid, that previous to the laſt adjournment, he had the honour 
to move, that the grand committee of courts of juſtice do fit 
on this day ; his motive for moving for that committee was, that 
the conduct of a learned judge who went the laſt Munſter circuit, 
in reſpect to a trial that took place at Limerick, ſhould be en- 
quired into; a conduct which had given much uneaſineſs in that 
part of the country, and whieh he apprehended was not altoge- 
ther ſo very legal; the ground of the trial was on an ejectment 
brought by Croſbie Morgell, Eiq; agaiuit Mr, David Fitzgerald 
of Ballingarry, in the county Limerick, for ſome houſes and 
lands he held by leaſe from Alexander Cornwall, Eſq. He de- 
clared that in this buſineſs he was by no means influenced by 
any motives of the leaſt perſunal nature to the learned judge, but 
in bringing it forward, he thought it was only diſcharging that 
duty which he owed to his conſtituents and to the public. He 
ſaid that he had a petition from Mr. Fitzgerald, the party ag- 
grieved, to preſent, ſtating the-whole of the tranſaction, whi 
he begged might be now received. ' | 


A petition of David Fitzgerald, of Ballingarry, in.the county 
of Limerick, farmer, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioner isa proteſtant landholder of the 
ſaid county, in moderate circumſtances, who has heretofore ſuſ- 
tained an irreproachable character, and by honeſt induſtry has 
been enabled to earn a decent livelihood for himſelf and family; 
that the petitioner did ſeveral years fince take two ſeparate leaſes 
of ſome ground and houſes in and near the ſaid town of Ballin- 
garry, from Alexander Cornwall, Eq; deceaſed, which ground 
and houſes he has ſince continued in poſſeſſion of; that the intereſt 
of the ſaid Alexander Cornwall has ſince been purchaſed by 
Croſbie Morgell, Eſq; a practiſing attorney of conſiderable for- 
tune and extenſive influence in the ſaid county; that ſhortly after 
the ſaid Croſbie Morgell had ſo purchaſed the faid intereſt, he 
brought an ejectment on the title againſt the petitioner, alledgiag 
that the wales which the petitioner had ſo taken from the ſaid 
Cornwall were forged leaſes; that the petitioner upon being 
ſerved with the ſaid ejectment, applied to ſeveral of the counſel - 
who uſually go the Munſter circuit to undertake his defence, but 
found they were all engaged by the ſaid Croſbie Morgel, and 
even thoſe whom he omitted to retain, refuſed to be concerned 
againſt him for the petitioner, inſomuch that the petitioner was 
obliged, at a very heavy expence, which he is very ill able to bear, 
to bring down Mr. Serjeant Toler and Mr. Caldbeck, from Dub- 
lin to Limerick to defend him upon the trial of the ſaid cjeQ- 

ment; that the ſaid ejectment was brought down to trial by the 
ſaid Croſbie Morgell, at the laſt aſſizes for the county of Lime- 
rick, aud the ſame was accordingly called ou to be tried before 
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Mr. Baron Hamilton; that after the ſaid Croſbie Morgell had 
iven evidence of his title to the premiſes in queſtion by purchaſe 
* eas: faid Alexander Cornwall, the petitioner entered into 
proof of the leaſes under which he claimed, and diſcloſed the 
whole of the evidence which he had to produce, in order to ſhew 
that his ſaid leaſes were fair and genuine leaſes, and totally free 
from all ſuſpicion of forgery ; that after the petitioner had fo dif. 
cloſed his evidence, the ſaid Baron Hamilton thought fit, arbi- 
trarily and illegally, as the | petitioner moſt humbly ſubmits, to 
diſcharge the jury who had been impannelled to try the ſaid eject- 
ment, alledging that the trial of it was likely to take up too 
much of his time, although the petitioner did by his, counſcl 
repeatedly object to ſuch a proceeding, and although it was an 
early hour when the ſaid Baron Hamilton thought fit ſo to dif. + 
charge the faid jury ; that the pretence made by the ſaid Baron 
Hamilton for ſuch his arbitrary and illegal conduct was, that 
there was a weight of crown bulineſs to be dane, which made it 
neceſſary ; yet the ſaid Baron Hamilton, as the petitioner has 
been informed, did immediately after he had ſo diſcharged the 
ſaid jury, go to dinner at the Mayoralty-houſe of Limerick ; 
that the petitioner is irreparably injured by ſuch the illegal, op- 
preſſive, and arbitrary conduct of the ſaid Baron Hamilton, inſo- 
much as the petitioner bas diſcloſed the whole of the evidence 
which he had to produce in defence of his character and property, 
and has been, denied the benefit of a verdi& of his countrymen 
upon it; and inaſmuch as he was obliged, at a very great expence, 
to bring down counſel from Dublin to defend him upon the trial 
of the ſaid ejectment, which erpepge he n can Hear again; 
and therefore praying relief x 


Sir Hexgy HazTsronce then moved, that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on courts of juſtice ; ; which was 


agreed to. 


The Honourable Dzx1s Browne obſerved, *tHat it 90004 be 
neceſſary before the Houſe proceeded further to acquaint the 
learned Judge with the ie which had Juſt rn 82 
againſt him. 


3 1 # 
* * 


Sir HExRV en ſaid he had Sad informed him, 
by letter, of tue charges he intended to make, and theſe charges 
were in ſubſtance the lame with the petition, 


Mr. Suxjnanrtuwrr, Arne hon. Baron does / not wiſh to 
poſtpone the enquiry a ſingle moment; all he defires is a fair and 
candid examination of his conduct; and that as ſoon as the 
Houſe _ N * 
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The SECRETARY OF STATE.—As to the honourable Baron 
himſelf, the candour of the gentleman who brings forward the 
petition has rendered any further notice unneceſſary; but we are 
to conſider the dignity of our own proceedings, and when we are 
engaged in a matter of ſuch high importance, we cannot pro- 
ceed with too much ſolemnity and attention to neceſſary forms. 
] ſhould be ſorry it ſhould appear, that we had neglected to give 
due notice to the honourable Baron. I therefore move you, Sir, 
that the Clerk of this Houſe be directed to acquaint the honour- 
able Baron with the matters contained in the petition which has 


juſt been read. 


Sir HENRY HarTsTONGE.—T am much obliged to the right 
hon. gentleman for his kind interference I only wiſh to be put 
in the right way. | | 

It was ordered by the Houſe that the Clerk do inform the hon. 
Baron Hamilton, agreeable to the Secretary of State's motion 
and having alſo ordered that the evidence in this buſineſs be exa- 
mined in the moſt ſolemn manner, the Houſe adjourned for half 
an hour. | | 


The Houſe having reſumed, immediately reſolved itſelf into a 
committee for courts of juſtice, the Prime Serjeant in the chair. 


The following witneſſes were then ſworn : 3 
William Caldbeck, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Counſel at Law. 
Richard Maunſell, Eſq; Fi : 
Edward Croker, Eſq; and Sg : ep. 
Mr. David Fitzgerald. F 


| Mr. Caldbeck was firſt examined, —He ſaid he went to Li- 
merick as counſel for Mr. Fitzgerald. The court fat a little after 
nine in the morning, Friday 29th. The plaintiff ſtated a ſhert 

caſe, merely that he had a leaſe from Lord Cork and Orrery; 
this recited other leaſes, which obliged him to go into farther 
trial, which took a good deal of time; his recolleQion did not 
ſerve to ſay how long. The defendant then ſtated his caſe, and 

by the time he had gone through his proofs it was between three 
and four o clock; he could not be exact as to time as he would 
wiſh on this occaſion, not having ſuppoſed any complaint would 
have been made. When the defendant had finiſhed, the counſel 
of the plaintiff roſe to ſtate another caſe. In this they had pro- 
ceeded- not very, far, perhaps not fifteen. or twenty mimutes, 
when Baron Hamilton perceiving, that the caſe ſeemed to take 
a different turn from what was expected, (for at firſt it was ima- 
gined that theplaintiff intended to ſet aſide the leaſes on a charge 
of forgery) counſel riſing with a map in his hand, which ſeemed 
to involve a queſtion of part and parcel, the Baron enquired what 
length of time the caſe would take up? The anſwer was, three 


or four hours—does not exactly recollect. This occaſioned ſome- 


thing to be ſaid by the counſel on both ſides, after which Mr. 
Vor. VIII. Ff \ 
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Dugquery, plaintiff*s counſel, proceeded again. The Baron ſaid, 

he feared it would be impoſſible to go through with the trial, 

there were ſo many criminals in actual cuſtody to be tried; chat 
he apprebended it was of more conſequence to the public to diſ- 
charge the jail than to proceed on the ejectment. He ordered 
the Clerk of the Crown to be called, and believes he was called; 

he then called upon the parties to conſent to withdraw a juror, 
which the counſel for the defendant declined doing, and believes 
the counſel for the plaintiff did ſo likewiſe; this occaſioned a 
good deal of confuſion in the court; much was faid, and very 
often two or three ſpoke together, on both fides; this lafted for a 
conſiderable time; recollects again hearing the Clerk of the 
Crown ealled—cannot ſay whether he attended; the jury were 
then called over, and in the confuſion cannot lay whether the laſt 
man anſwered his name, but knows they were diſcharged, and as 
ſoon as witneſs could get out of the crowd he left · the Court; 
thinks both ſides refuſed to withdraw a” Juror z*cannot tell whe- 
ther there was a full jail or not; believes when the Judge called 
the Clerk of the Crown, we ordered the Sheriff to return another 


jury. 


ir FagpsrICx FLood-—Q.- When were the aſſizes to end? 

Dad; you not hear they were to end next day, and that there 

were a great number of criminals? | 

A. TI proteſt 1 do not know; 1 heard — of the quan- 
tify-of buſineſs civil, or criminal. 

. Do not you thigh it the. bounden uy of a Judge to 
dẽliver the gaol 2. 

A. It is a matter of legal opinion, * 
give opinions upon oath. 

. What time did you leave the court? 

A. Dis ouly by putting circumſtances together that I can 
anſwer that queſtion. I believe it was fix o'clook when I got to 
dinner, but upon iuch occations the time fr 8 ſeems longer 
than it is. 0 | „ 

: Q Did you hear the learned Judge "ls pieparations 
for bufineſs when you were going away? * 

A. U heard the Clerk of the Crowp twice called, and am 
almoſt certain I heard the Sheriff calle | 
Did you not then conclude he was anxious to go upon 


if 1 am + unwilling ni 


buf; neſs ? 


A. I did think he was s going to proceed an criminal trials. 
Q. Did you hear what time he left-the court ? : 


A. I have heard efferent things, but do not © know how to 
give eredit to them. 


2 Do you chiok 1 vo was ee when Amp were at dinner? ? 
No. —_— + 4 


4 * e Dex xis + Baowns,—Q. What Fu you thiak 
was his reaſon for acting as he did? 
; #5 


1788. D SSA T:E © 435 


A. T have no ground to form an opinion upon. 

Q. From what you know of the learned Judge, do you think 
he could have had .any poſſible motive, but a deſire to finiſh the 
buſineſs of the Crown? 

A. I always had a very high opinion of him, and a great re- 
gard for him but I can form no opinion of his reaſon for acting 


Q. Was the Baron a Crown Judge ? 
I never was at Limerick before, ſo am unacquainted with 


the mode of proceeding there—but \ was told he was both civil and 
criminal Judge. 


Sir Raban 1 Caldbeck, you are a man 
of truth, great information and long experience did you in 
your practice ever know a juror withdrawn. without the conſent 
of the parties? 


A. I never was s preſent when ſuch a thing was done. 


Mr. Curran _ Was contſel taken down ſpecially on 
both ſides ? 


A. Yes. 
Was the general power of a Jug e to diſch uries 
* the oc of the parties, —— r J 

A. It was ftrongly. 

Q. You oppoſed diſcharging the jury but the Baron urged 
the neceſſity, and made the order in contradiction to your wiſh— 
did he make it from that neceſſity ?—You faid the matter took a 
new courſe, and ſeemed to involve queſtion of part and parcel ; 
have you not found thoſe the longeft queſtions? 

A. They often take a long time. 

Q. And this was a ſurpriſe on you? 

A. I did not expect it. 


Q Was there any aſſurance that the trial would laſt but five 
or ſix hours? | 
A. The learned udge ſaid ſo. I do recolle& he told Mr. 


- Duquery he was fe "to go on for a certain time, how long 1 
cannot ſay. | 


Mr. Dunn.—Q. 22 a juror 18 withdrawn, 1s not the effect 
that the deten onthe in poſſeſſion? 
A.. 


Q. Could not the plaintiff have non ſuited himſelf after 
hearing the evidence of the defendant? 
A. He.could, :*-* 


Ll 


Captain Bux If the plaintiff and defendant had 
made a * with the Judge for a uin ſpace of time, could 


F £.3 
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not either of them have rendered it ineffeQual by making long 
ſpeeches, or reading uſeleſs papers? L. 3744 
A. They might. 


Mr. Mascus BrresrForD ſaid, it had now fully appeared, that 
the*motive of the Honourable Baron was to diſpatch the public 
buſineſs in preference to a private ſuit ; he did conceive that 
he was authoriſed ſo to do. Since that time the matter had be- 
come a ſubje& of much public converſation, and upon the moſt 
mature deliberation, and hearing the opinions of his learned 
brethren, he has been inclined to think that he exceeded his au- 
thority, but he ated from the belt of motives. | 


Mr. Ggirrirz.—I ſpeak to order. I do not think any gen- 
tleman is warranted to ſtand up in his place, and make acknow- 
ledgments for the Henourable Baron who is the ſubject of our 
conſideration. eb ; 


Mr. Mazxevs Bex ESsTORD.—I would not venture to do ſo if 
I was not authoriſed. | a 


Mr. Caldbeck then retired, and a converſation ariſing amongſt 
tlie members, upon the neceſſity of calling in the other witneſſes, 


Mr. Dexis Dary ſaid, I am convinced that if the whole 
of the evidence is not examined, we ſhall neither do honour to 
ourſelves or to the learned Judge; every man, therefore, who 
regards the character of the Houſe, or wiſhes to ſee that of the 
learned Judge fully vindicated, will vote to examine evidence in 


: 


the fulleſt manner. 


The ſeveral evidences bes were 


* 


then called, and 


examined; but their teſtimony differed! nothing from that of Mr. 


Caldbeck. — __ ets 
Sir HENRY HarTSTONGE requeſted that Mr. Serjeant Toler 
would ſpeak his opinion on the ſubject — he had been preſent in 
the court. 3 * 


y 


Serjeant Tolk ſaid, as he had beem called upon, he felt that 
his duty to the Houſe, to the public, ànd to the individual ac- 
cuſed, all impelled him to deliver his opinion. He was in court 
on behalf of the defendant, a man whom he and the public con- 
ſidered as much aggrieved ; he felt for him at the time, and en- 
deavoured to avert the reſolution of the Judge; but he was aſto- 
niſhed to think that the matter ſhould ever become of ſuch con- 
ſequence as to occupy the attention of that committee. He had 
had no communication with, the learned Judge ſince the affair ; 
he had purpoſely Kept: oft of his way; he thought at the time 
_ he was miſtaken, and he ſaid fo in very ftrong terms; but the 
Baron had made up his mind, from a conviction of the neceſſity 


1788.) T 437 


of going into the criminal trials; and, he ſaid, he was convinced 
he acted upon a principle of duty, and though miſtaken, with 
the moſt fair and honourable intentions: However, if the buſi- 
neſs had not been thus taken up, he would have brought it be- 
fore a ſuperior court of juſtice; but he by no means thought it 
worthy the notice of Parliament, nor could he imagine how any 
one could deem it of ſufficient importance to come there. 


The ArroxXEY GENXERAI.-As to the diſcharging of a jury 
without the conſent of the parties, there is no man of profeſſional 
character that will defend or juſtify it; it was an illegal act, it was 
without precedent, and J truſt never will be repeated; but it was 
an error in judgment, an error ariſing from a good motive, a 
with to diſcharge the gaol; and as it is not attempted to be juſti- 
ſied, and as upon reflection the learned Judge has altered his opi- 


nion, I wiſh to have the matter buried in oblivion, becavſe there 


is no charge of any corrupt or diſhonourable motive; if there 
was, our reſolution ſnould be to addreſs for the removal from the 
Bench of any Judge that could be guilty of corruption; but in 
the caſe before the committee, the motive of the Judge was moſt 
pure, though much miſtaken, I therefore wiſh the matter for 
ever buried in oblivion; and that it may, I move you, Sir, to 
leave the chair. 8 ; 


The queſtion being put, that the chairman do now leave the 
chair, it paſſed unanimouſly. 


The Houſe being reſumed, 


Mr. Cuxran preferred a complaint againſt Mr, Chatterton, 
king's counſel, affociated as judge with the judges of ailize in 
the counties of Tipperary, Cork, and Waterford, for ſome in- 
formality in his proceedings at Clonmel. 


Mr. CHaTTERTON roſe to make his defence, and a converſa- 
tion aroſe, ſo interlarded with law quotations, that the Houſe 
ſeemed to wiſh to get rid of the ſubject. 


W 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1788. 


Sir Jonx BLAQUiERE moved that the treaſurer or other pro- 
per officer of every county within this kingdom, do return to this 
Houſe, in the ſecond week of the next ſeſſion of Parliament, an 
account when each reſpective infirmary was firſt opened for the 
reception of patients, and how many beds it contained at the 
opening; the number of beds it contained on the 25th Decem- 
ber, 1787; the number of patients admitted therein ſince the 
eltabliſhment, diſtinguiſhing each year; the amount of ſubſcrip- 
tions and benefactions, with the names of the ſubſcribers and 


, 
1 
3 
7 
* 
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benefactors, and all funds which are appropriated for the ſupport 


of the ſame; the name or names of the ſurgeon or ſurgeons ap- 
pointed to attend the ſame, the ſalary each receives, the time 
when appointed, and the ſtate of the houſe or hoſpital employed 
as an infirmary, and where and how the ſame is ſituate. 


Mr. Coxxx ſaid that ſome time ago he had moved for a com- 
mittee to enquire into the ſtate of the Hoſpitals and Intirmarics 
in this kingdom, and in the courſe of the enquiry, much infor- 
mation had been received from Mr. Howard. That he ſhould lay 
a ſtate of as far as had been gone into the buſineſs, before the 
right honourable baronet, and he ſhould be happyto co-operate with 
him in carrying his humane intentions of enquiring into the {tate 
and regulations of the ſeveral inſirmaries or other public hoſpitals, 
into effect. He ſaid much thanks were due to the right honour- 
able baronet, for theſe exemplary acts of humanity, exerciſed on 
a late occaſion, (when he moved for an enquiry into the ſtate of 


bridewell) which had been the means of reſcuing numbers from 


diſeaſe, want, and wretchedneſs, and reſtoring them to health 
and comfort. He threw out the idea of the propriety of each 
Pariſh taxing themſelves for the ſupport of an infirmary to be 
eſtabliſhed in every pariſh. Wc” 


Sir Joux BLaqvizse ſaid he was of opinion, that if the funds 
appropriated for the ſupport of the infirmaries.and public hoſpi- 
tals were properly applied, much greater relief could be given, 
than what generally is. He ſaid that part of his intended plan 
would be reſpecting the qualifications. of ſurgeons attendivg 
county hoſpitals; and to entitle them to ſuch appointments, they 
mutt belong to the College of Surgeons. 71 


The account moved for was ordered. 


Mr. Corey prefaced his bringing up the report of the com- 
" mittee appointed early in the ſeſſion to enquire into the ſtate of 


the manufacture of aſhes in this kingdom, with ſaying, that the 
report, from the nature of it, was exceedingly voluminous, that 
the committee had collected every poſſible information that could 
be had on the ſubject, and the evidence given before the com- 


mittee was given at large in the report. He moved that the re- 
port be now received. | | 


The report was received, and ordered to lie on the table. 


The SrecrtrTary or Stare ſaid he wiſhed that the report 
ſhould be printed. | ; 


Mr. Coaar then moved, that the report and the ſeveral papers 
| annexcd thereto, be printed. Wy 


oy Ry a ow od a 


þ OR, it 


apers 
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Mr. Mason obſerved, that the report was very voluminous, 
and he did not think it any way neceſſary to print the whole of 


it, as it might be abridged. In his opinion it would be creating 
a very unneceſſary expence. | 


The SrcxETARY or STATE ſaid, the report was on a ſubje& 
on which a difference of opinion was entertained ; the manufac- 
ture of home made aſhes, has been an object of the Linen Board 
ſince the year 1783; and as there was a difference of opinion on 
that head, .it would be but proper to ſee the whole of the evi- 
dence that was given before the committee, and by that means 
the public mind will be ſatisfied, He obſerved that the report 
was on a ſubject the molt eſſential to our ſtaple manufacture, and 
he was for having it printed, let the expence be what it may; 
and admitting it did coſt one, two, or even five hundred pounds, 


in his opinion, when a ſubje& of ſuch i ieee was n 
it was by no means unneceſſary. 


The CranceiLon OF THE ExCcurqQuer ſaid he had no other 
objection to the printing of the report, but the expence. In bis 
opinion it might be abridged; and he believed there were but 
very few members who would give themſelves the trouble of read- 


ing ſuch a voluminous 1 


Mr. Gong ſaid that every gentleman except. « one, who had 
been examined before the committee, was in favour of the en- 
couragement of home made aſhes. He pointed out a mode by 
which a-conſiderable ſaving might be made in the printing of the 
report, and that it. would coſt very little more than the expence 
of the paper; but he contended that the printing of it, by which 
ſo much information might be had, and what was ſo very eſſen- 
tial to the linen manufacture, was abſolutely neceſſary. He ſaid 


there was an 4.3 ndix to the report, by which any part of the 


evidence might immediately referred to. 

The CrHanceLLor or THE ExcHEqQuER ſaid that it more 
immediately concerned the Linen Board to have the report print- 
ed, and in his opinion the Houſe ought not to interfere in che | 


bufineſs, but leave it entirely to the Board. 


It * to be the opinion of the Houſe, that the oeinting 
of r ſhould be left to the truſtees of the Linen Board. 


Mr. Conran reſumed the ſubject of laſt night's debate. He 
was ſorry, he ſaid, to preſs a ſubject that muſt worry the unfor- 
tunate gentleman to whom he was obliged to allude, but he could 
not forget his duty from any perſonal conſideration. The general 
diſcretionary power of diſcharging a jury before verdi&, was a 
point too important to be overlooked, beſides there was a want of 
rank or conſequence in the _ guilty of ſuch a violation of 
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the law. Here too, the perſon charged with doing ſo, [Mr. 
Chatterton] had, ſo far as his language was intelligible, attempted 
to juſtify, and at the ſame time declined to ſtate to the Houle, 
though repeatedly called on, whether he had done fo or not. 
He then alluded to the early intimation which he had given of the 
impropriety of appointing that honourable member an aſſociate 
judge, the conſequence had now manifeſted the juſtice of his ob- 
jections. The South, he faid, was now in a ſlate of terror and 
conſternation Jeſt a new and permanent juriſdiction ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed among them, and that gentleman be the judge of it, 
He faid there was no way of preventing that meaſure but by per- 
ſevering in his purpoſe of bringing the c inble member's judi- 
cial conduct fully before the Houſe. He kne there were always 
perſons in this country ready to abuſe the confidence of any Ad- 
miniſtration, and fo procure a following by little promotions of 
improper perſons, diſgraceful to Adminiſtration, and ruinous to 
the public; in which they ſucceeded becauſe they were not op- 
poſed. He would therefore perſevere in ſhewing the meaſure 
now decided in the South in its proper colours. He was confi- 
dent of ſucceſs. The men of conſideration in that province he 
knew would reprobate it when they were obliged to ſpeak out; 
and if Adminiitration perſevered, they guſt do it at the expence 
of the odium that would attend it. He would therefore move, 
that the grand committee of courts of juſtice do ſit on Friday 
next —and after that motion was agreed to, he ſhould move that 
the counſel who attended the trial in the caſe alladed to at Clon- 
mel, and the Clerk of the Crown for the county of Tipperary, 
do attend ſaid committee. ; | 


Sir Hexxy HARTSTON GE ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Firzurxsrar ſaid that the honourable member might be 
aſſured, that no ſuch commiſſion for the South was intended by 
Government; and that if any ſuch ſhould ever be recommended 
to them it ſhould never be adopted without the matureſt and 
niceſt conſideration, He ſaid the application had been to eſtabliſfi 
intermediate ſeſſions to be held in the city of Cork; but no ſteps 
had been taken in conſequence thereof. 8 

The ATTorxey GENERAL ſaid he ſaw no neceſſity for the 
committee; he thought the aſſociate had, ſo far as he was to be 
underſtood, admitted the fact ; that no perſon could doubt that 
his. diſcharging the jury was illegal ; that he ſuppoſed he had 
done ſo through ignorance, and without any bad defign ; and 
that as to his juſtification of it, he ſuppoſed the honourable gen- 
tleman did not very perfectly comprehend the meaning of the 
defence that he endeavoured to make. He therefore hoped that 
the honourable member would not perſevere in his motion. 
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Mr. Curran declared he was happy in finding himſelf at li- 
berty to treat the learned gentleman in queſtion with every poſſi- 
ble lenity. That his only object was to ſave Adminiſtration 
from an odious meaſure, and to relieve the South from an appre- 
henſion of a ſtep, which would, if carried into effect, grievouſly 
diſturb the public tranquillity. But his fears and theirs muſt now 
be at an end—The right honourable members had very much 
to their honour removed all ground of doubt. The right honour- 
able the Secretary had fairly diſclaimed any ſuch appointment. 
The firſt officer of the law had declared the illegality of the learn- 
ed aſſociate's conduct, and had candidly imputed the ſtrange and 
unintelligble vindications which they had heard, to his not com- 
prehending the tendency of his own words. He was therefore 
ſatisfied, the meaſure ſo dreaded was at an end. And that he 
was equally ſatisfied that Adminiſtration would not on any future 
occaſion ſele& a gentleman for the difficult taſk of judging of 
other mens? offences, whom the higheſt law officer of the coun- 
try had ſo candidly acknowledged incapable. of comprehending 
his own. His public object was therefore obtained, and he was 
happy in being at liberty to gratify his Pee reſpect for the 
gentleman, by withdrawing his motion. 


Monvpar, Arm 14, 1788. 


The Printer of the Dublin Chronicle, [Mr. William Sleater] 
was, on the motion of Sir Henry Hartſtonge, ordered to the 
bar, far having in his paper of Saturday the 12th inſt. inſerted 
the following paragraph: 


4 The public now cannot be at a loſs to form a right judg- 
nt upon the complaint againſt a reſpectable Judge, for ſup- 
ſed miſcondu& at the laſt aſſizes of Limerick, when they are 
ormed that in the committee of the whole Houſe, to whom 
matter was referred, upon examining the witneſſes in ſupport 
the complaint only, without requiring any evidence on the 
part of the perſon complained of, the committee voted the chair- 
man out of the chair without a diſſenting voice.“ 


Sir Hengy HaxrsroncE.—How came you, Sir, to * 
that paragraph? 

Anſwer.—Sir, I judged it could not be wrong when injurious 
aſperſions, highly derogatory to an honourable Judge, had gone 


abroad, to ſtate the matter of fact as a vindication of his i in jured 
t charakter. 


Sir W Hax rs Ton dE. — The h ſeems to ingly 
= _ charge was . paragrap 
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Mr. MoLyxeux.—lI have read the paragraph carefully, and I 


cannot ſee how it implies any offence at all; there is no doubt as 
to the matter of fact, and the printer has added no comment 


whatever. 4 


Sir Lucius O'BRIEX.— I think if the proceedings of this 
Houſe are to be ſtated at all, they cannot be ſtated with more 
modeſty or propriety the writer gives no opinion at all, but 
merely ſtates the fact; and I am ſurpriſed this paragraph ſhould 
be noticed, when the moſt injurious aſperſions on the Judges of 
the land, and the moſt groſs miſrepreſentations of this Houſe 
paſs in other papers with impunity. 5 


Mr. BRowxTOow. What my honourable friend ſeems jealous 
of is the cenſure implied in the paragraph, as if his charge againſt 
the honourable Judge was frivolous ; but that was not the caſe, 
for it appeared that the honourable Baron was wrong; and 
though it is allowed that it was but through error of judgment 
that be ated improperly, yet ery one thinks my honourable 
friend was right in bringing the matter before this Houſe. I 
hope, therefore, it will be ſtated to the public, that the chair- 
man was not voted out of the chair becauſe the charge was fri- 
volous, but becauſe that the Houſe ſaw that the honourable Baron 
had acted wrong only through error of judgment; and being, 
from his excellent character, convinced that he could have no im- 
proper motive for his conduct, they were determined to over- 
book it, | 5 5 * 

Mr. Sleater was then diſmiſſed, _ 


Mr. Taxxcn ſaid he had been ſeldom in the Houfe this ſeſ. 

| fron, but he would propoſe early in the next, if he was in the 
| kingdom, to introduce two meaſures, of which he wiſhed to give 
„„ 
The one gras 


* 


| , to eſtabliſh throughout the kingdom a correct 
regiſtry of baptiſms, marriages, and burials, to make them au- 
thentic and exidence, In this alſo would be included à power 
of providing additional or auxiliary grounds, for interment, in 
aid of thoſe now in uſe, where they may. be ound neceſſary. N 
The other reſpects a moſt enormous grievance, the copper 
coinage. He declared any new import og, coinage of copper 
in the preſent way, would not be any e ; a pound of cop- 
was not worth more than about eight-pence if in wholeſale, 
but it ſold at 64 half-pence, for two ſhillings and eight-pence, 
which was a ſpecies of deſtructive traffic, where the profit 
againft the public was 300 per cent. | er 
If the coinage was adulterated by baſe metal, which might be had 
under one penny per pound, the profit to the counterfeiter was 
about 6co per cent. He believed he could offer an effectual remedy, 
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but reaſons of propriety prevented him from Rating more; tho? 
he had conſidered and was prepared for the ſubject ; he would go 
into it early the next year. At the preſent he ſhould only move 
for leave to bring in a bill reſpecting the regiſtries and canre- 
taries. | 


Several accounts from the Commiſſioners of Police were pre- 
ſented at the bar, and ordered to he on the table. 3 


Sir Francis HuTCHinsow obſerved, that more than a fort- 
night had paſſed fince he had called for thoſe accounts, ſo that 
he ſuppoſed the ſecretary of police muſt have found it a very dif- 
ficult taſk, indeed, to draw them up in a proper form; but that 
ſome conjecture about them might be made from their accounts 
of the firſt year and quarter, delivered in from that board ſome - 
time ago, ſome articles of which ſeemed fo very extraordinary, 
that he thought they ought not to paſs unnoticed by the Houle, 
Fifty guineas were charged for the attorney's drawing the firſt 
Police-bill. He preſumed the preparer of the account thought 
it enormous, for he added—that it was paid by order of Mr. 
Orde. The bills of four other attornies amounted to 2401. - Be- 
ſides abridgments of the ſtatutes, there were 120l. charged for 
five ſets of the ſtatutes at large—two guineas for Johnſon's Dic- 
tionary—ten guineas for Chambers's Dictionary —ſeals of office, 
41l.—a ſeat in St. Andrew's church, 20 guineasg—for writing 
paper (excluſive of all accompt books) 270l. of which more than 
100l. is for gilt paper—the carpet merchant's bill is ggl.—the 
ſtone cutter's bill 1051. —the looking-glaſs merchant's 1 381. 

He ſaid, when he conſidered the reſpectable characters of the 
gentlemen who are at the head of that board, he concluded they 
might have been occupied with the care of the public quiet and 
order, and have left the gare of the expenditure to ſome of the 
inferior officers, who had abuſed their confidence. But, however, 
he thought it incumbent on that Houſe to ſhew their diſappro- 
bation of ſuch monſtrous charges, or elſe they muſt expect to 
find ſtill more extravagant ones in the accounts of next year; and 
that inſtead of ten guineas for Chambers's Dictionary, the pub- 
lic would have fifty guineas to pay for the Eneyclope#. 

He therefore moyed the Houſe to reſolve, *< that ſeveral articles 
inthe accounts delivered to that Houſe, by the Commiſſioners of 


Police in this ſeſſion, were reprehenſible and deſerved the cenſure 
of the Houſe.” | | 


Mr. Mason ſaid he was of opinion it would be much better 
to wait for the report of the Commiſſioners of Impreſt Accounts, 
who were at the preſent time auditing the Police accounts, than 
to come to a reſolution, that ſeveral of the charges in the ac- 
counts were reprehenſible, and deſerve the cenſure of the Houſe, 
Without ſpecifying the particular charges, would be highly im- 
proper, and he ſhould therefore give a negative to the reſolution, 


444 PARLIAMENTARY [Arr 14, 


The CnANcELILOR oF TI ExcHEQUER ſaid it would be ra- 
ther extraordinary to come to ſuch a reſolution as the one now 
propoſed, without particularizing the charge. 'The Honourable 
Baronet might as well move a ſimilar eſolution reſpecting the 
members of this Houſe. : : 

Mr. GrartTan faid, that a matter of this kind ſhould not paſs 
without notice, and although there might be cauſe of objection 
to the Honourable Baronet's motion, yet ſomething was neceſſary 
to be done upon the occaſion ; for if the Houſe paſſed the preſent 
accounts in ſilence, they could never condemn prodigality. It 
would be abſurd to ſay that any eſtabliſhment ſhould be tolerated 
in ſuch uſeleſs extravagance as that which had been noticed 
other perſons might avail themſelves of the circumſtance, and how 
could gentlemen cenſure in one body what they had taken no no- 
tice of in another? Would the Houſe therefore ſanctify an ex- 
pence which they could not approve? 

For gilr-paper there had been charged 100l. Now if gentle- 
men "would calculate what quantity one hundred pounds would 
purchaſe, and would divide it amongſt the gentlemen of the po- 
lice, who generally mede uſe of gilt- paper, and eſtimate how 
much a man could write, it muſt be evident that if one-fourth of 
the paper charged in the year had been uſed, the gentlemen of 
the police muit have written themſelves into a conſumption. 
Here was a phyſical impoſſibility againſt the juſtice of the charge. 

Other very extraordinary charges had been made for books 
for ſets of the Statutes—for Bollingbroke's Abridgement, & c. 
This charge he obſerved, was rather inadmiſſible, becauſe all theſe 
police gentlemen had been aldermen and magiſtrates prior to the 
formation of the eſtabliſhment, and could they be ſuppoſed to 
have not a ſingle law book in their poſſeſſion ? 

The charge for Johnſon's Dictionary, he obſerved, was a laugh- 
able expence. What could be the intent of it? Did they want 
to learn to ſpell correctly? He aſked how would gentlemen like 
a a mitimus made out in the ſtile of Johnſon ? Upon the whole, 
he muſt ſay, that the quantum of their charges was enormous, 
and their quality ridiculous; and he thought it moſt prudent to 
defer a motion of this kind until next ſeſſion. | 


Sir Francis HuTcumsow wiſhed for a committee, and 
moved that the accounts be taken into conſideration on the firſt 
of May next. ; 


Mr. Mason ſaid he was againſt the motion. In the Commit- 
tee of Accounts next ſeſſion, all thoſe articles would undergo ' a 
ſcrutiny, and ſuch as ſhould be confidered improper, would be 
pointed out. | | ; 5 

The motion was withdrawn. 1 ö 

A petition of the high ſheriſf and grand jury of the county of 
Galway, at ſpring aſſizes, 1788, was preſented to the Houle 


1788.1 Ar wry 
and read; ſetting forth, that by a late act of parliament infir- 


maries were to be built in every county in this kingdom, to be 
erected where the aſſizes are uſually held; that the aſſizes are 
held for the county at large in the county of the town'of Galway, 
which is the moſt weſtern town in the ſaid county, and twenty 
miles at leaft diftant from any central part of ſaid county, and 
very inconvenient to the patients recommended as objects for faid 
infirmary ; that ſeveral gentlemen of property and tortune have, 
on that account, withdrawn their ſubſcriptions ; and therefore 
praying that ſaid act may be amended, fo as that an infirmary 
may be built and ereCted in the town of Loughrea, it being the 


moſt central part of the ſaid county, to anſwer the intention of 
ſaid act. 


Mr. Cory ſaid he roſe to inform the gentleman who preſeut- 
ed the petition, that a report would be made from a committee 
on the ſubject, in which it would be ſtated, that the infirmary of 
Galway had been neglected in a moſt ſhameful manner. No- 
thing, however, could be done in the bufineſs before next ſeſſion. 


Mr. Grattan, Mr. Speaker, I ſubmit to you certain 
great principles as propoſitions to the church to ſtand the foun- 
dation of future bills, to ſtand the ſentiments of the Commons, 
and to be (if theſe ſentiments are reliſted by a right reverend 
bench) our acquittal and juſtification to the public. 

The firſt reſolution relates to barren land. 

Reſolved, that it would greatly encourage the i improvement 
of barren lads in Ircland, if ſaid lands, for a certain time af- 
ter being reclaimed, were exempt from the payment of tithes.” 


This is a maxim of politics, and requires nothing more for its 
adoption on the part of the church but the exerciſe of Chriſtian 
charity and common ſenſe. This is the law of England and 
true in the wilds of America, as well as in England, a * 
which barbarity and civilization equally proclaim. 

This does not aſk any thing from the clergy except the uſe of 
their underftanding—that they will reſtrain an unſeaſonable ap- 
petite—poſtpone a premature voracity. That they will on this 
occaſion indulge themſelves in a ſagacity ſuperior to that of the 
fowls of the air who devour the ſeed, and equal to the wiſdom of 
the hind, who waits for the harveſt; —Have mercy on the infant- 
labours of mankind ; ; reſpe& the plough, and inſtead of dogging 
its paces as a conſtable would a felon, imitate the barbarous, but 
in this inks ance more civilized Perſian monarch, who be 
reign by taking the plough in his royal hand, and did = 
to that patient inſtrument which feeds mankind.” _- 

To ſay that the bill in queſtion enriched the community at the 
expence of the clergy, was but a poor and uncharitable argument, 
the reſult bo hot eounſel, and crabbed ſentiments, If it does en- 
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rich the community—true—hut not at your expence—you give 
nothing. What! will the eagle come down that you may tithe 

him, and the ſtag of the mountain ſtop at thy bidding? You 
give nothing except to yourſelves and your ſucceſſors the chance 
of getting {omething from that which but for ſuch an encourage- 
ment might remain to you and to us, to all eternity, wretched 
and unprofitable. Suppoſing therefore that the clergy were in 
no particular to make ſacrifices to the good of their flock, that 
they were to get every law they aſked for themſelves, and to aſ- 
ſent to none on the behalf of their pariſhionerg—yet ſtill 'ſhould 
they accede to this meaſure—on a principle of enlightened ſelfiſn- 
neſs—on a principle not of piety, but of ufury, and to reſiſt it 
would argue aa incapacity to ſee not only the public intereſt but 
their own. | 1 | | | 

On ſuch a principle of narrow and ignorant precaution had the 
hity proceeded, they would never have granted the premium on 
the inland carriage of corn, nor on the export of corn, nor on 
the export of linen, on the ſale of woollen, nor the growth of 
flax, nor of rape: they would have checked the growth of agri- 
culture, and of manufacture, and of courſe the growth of tithe. 

Make the precaution of ſome of the heads of the church the 
folly of the laity—extend their principles to us, and we ſtarve 
the community. r „ 

- To ſuppoſe that the encouragement given to barren lands 
would lay the foundation of law ſuits, is only to argue in ig- 
norance of the law—has the law done ſo with * to flax, 
done ſo with hemp or bog“ and yet ſuch laws have exiſted. 
Do not they know that the Barren-land-bill was not an original 
bill, but an extenſion of the proviſions of acts already in 
exiſtence, from whence none of theſe conſequences had flowed, 
and therefore this objection only proves the objeQors to be, I 
will not ſay bad lawyers agd bad huſbandmen, but to be, I will ſay 
in their knowledge of huſbandry, and their knowledge of liw, 
vaſtly inferior to themſelyes in the ſcience of divinity ; and 
while I excuſe the errors of ſome of the reverend bench, I much 
bonour the ſenſe of thoſe of their own order on that bench, who 
did moſt decidedly and explicitly differ from them; who ſaw 
that the clergy had a common intereſt in the country; that it was 
inconſiſtent in them to deſire, to partake of the growth of the 
kingdom, and to check that growth when the opportunity oc- 
curred; who ſaw the feeble policy of any thing like a little com- 
bination againſt the general ſenſe ; who thought the beſt method 
of preventing a faction in the laity, was to reſiſt a faction in the 
EET ho allo thought that the two bills, the Hemp-bill, 
and the Barren-land-bill, recommended by Government, ſent up 


by the unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe of Commons proved to 
be uſeful by the, example of Great Britain, and eſpouſed by pu- 
- blic wiſhes, was not exactly the ground on which the Biſhops * 
. ſhould poſt themſelves againſt the intereſt of the community. 
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I have mentioned that this meaſure 1 is ſupported on principles 
of Chriſtianity. 

Iſaiah makes two predictione—the one ĩs a denunciation againſt 
ſuch as oppoſe the kingdom of Chriſt ; the ſecond an annuncia- 
tion to thoſe who receive it, and he makes the point of the curſe 
that very ſterility which the enemies of this meaſure would pro- 
mote, and the point of the, bleſſing that very , fertility which the 
bill went to encourage: The wilderneſs, and ſolitary place 
ſhall be glad, and the deſert ſhall bloſſom as the roſe.” 

I have taken the prediction of Iſaiah, and reduced its princi- 
ple to a reſolution, which I have already read, and which I ſhall 
have the honour to propound to you, and I put it to grave au- 
thority to verify their prophet. 

In the meaſure to which I refer there was a particular com- 
pact, if report ſays true: three bills were brought in, two were 
to be rejected by the influence of Government in this Houſe, pro- 

vided the third ſhould paſs the Lords, without the oppoſition of 
the Church. Thus the public were to receive ſome benefit, and 
the exceſſive zeal of a certain part of the right reverend bench, 
was to be ſhielded by the hand of Government from repeated op- 
portunities of expoſing their principles. 

The compact was fulfilled on the part of Government; two 
bills were rejected in the Houſe of Commons, by compact, and 
the third deſtroyed in the other Houſe, in breach of compact. 
A miniſter is, I muſt ſuppoſe, a heretic, with whom holy-men 
need not obſerve faith, To deſtroy this bill, the firſt method 
that occurred was petition ; the petitioners* very few in number, 
but certainly very reſpectable names, complain that they will be 
greatly prejudiced by the improvement of barren lands“ ; they 
e W it in the mol * manner, not againſt 


a. 


ts 
— 


15 "mY the Right Henan: the Lords Spiritual and W 
8 in Parliament aſſembled. 


The bumble Petition of ſeveral of the Clergymen of the Church 
of Ireland, on behalf of themſelves and others: of the ſaid 
Clergy, | 


Sheweth, 

That your petitioners apprehend that the clergy of the ſaid 
church in general, and your petitioners in particular, will he 
greatly prejudiced 1 in their properties, in caſe a bill now depend. 
ing before your Lordſhips, to extend the proviſions of an Act 
« to encourage the improvement of barren and waſte land and 
„ bogs, and planting of timber trees and orchards,” ſhould paſs. 
into a law. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly aſoack: your Lordſhips to 
2 Gem to be heard * counſel againſt the ſaid bill. 

: And 425 ne will pray. 


f 
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any particular clauſe, nor againſt the frame of the bill, but 
againſt the bill itſelf. The names are few, but if names alone, 
without reaſons, could give weight to a petition, this petition | 
has that weight I acknowledge, I ſhould be ſorry to offend 
againſt the intereſt or the apprehenſions of the petitioners ; un- 
able to reconcile both, and obliged to make a choice, I muſt ad- 
vance their intereſt in defiance of their diſpoſitions. Petition was 
not deemed ſufficient ; another method of damnation was reſorted 
to—amendment, and the amendment was a "clauſe of encroach- 
ment—an encroachment of the worft kind, an extenſion of the 
power of the ſpiritual courts on the temporal; the ſpiritual courts 
were to ſtand in the place of judge and jury. With what ſafety 
you will decide when I read you two decrees of the ſpiritual 
court of Cloyne, orie excommunicating a countryman for refuſ- 
ing to pay tithe of turf againſt law, and the other excommuni. 
cating eight perſons for the ſame illegal reaſon. The idea of 
their amendment was this No encroachment on ſterility; no 
invaſions of the plough on barren land, unleſs you will at the ſame 
time invade the boundaries of your laws.” This ꝓreſumptuous 
amendment being moſt judiciouſly withdrawn, becauſe it could 
not have paſſed, (for it could not have paſſed the Houſe of Lords 
ultimately) another was introduced not equally miſchievous : but 
I ſpeak with the greateſt deference to high authority—a little 
unintelligible—a little long—a little perplexed, and a little embar- 
raſſing a Clauſe in an old miſcellaneous act is extracted to be ap- 
plied to the caſe of barren land, to which in the Engliſh act it had 
no immediate reference. The above clauſe requires two witneſ- 
ſes on the part of the countryman, and gives to the parſon dou- 
ble coſts, and obliges the countryman to declare in protubition, 
laying him under the difficulty of an action at law. 
* "Phe dill ſo loaded juſtly fell; thoſe vigilagt, but in this in- 
| ance, moſt miſtaken men, who deſtroyed, it, wilt hereafter” ſee 
the wiſdom of adopting. the bill without the K amendment, 
without the ſecond amendment, and without any amendment at 
all.— One ſhould imagine ſome characters took a pride in barren 
land; iti this ſentiment only have they reſiſted” the bill, founded 
on the Engliſh act, enabling the Biſhops to grant leaſes—is it 
not enough that a thirteenth part of the land of the coun- 
try ſhould be in thg hands of ecclefiaſtical corporations? Is it ne- 
ceſſary that ſuch land ſhould: be as barren as poſſible ? You need 
not atk which is church land in Ireland? you know it by the in- 
fallible traces of barrenneſs and miſery ; contiguity to a great 
town ĩs not ſufficient to give life and pulſation to this palicyed 
part of the creation; one would imagine the eſtate was doing 
penance on earth, and that the inhabitants had laid up all their 
treaſures in Heaven; or were here in a ſtate of Purgatory un- 
der Proteſtant Biſhops. Strange, that the latter ſhould object 
to a tenure which would enable them to make freeholders, and 
encourage the Proteſtant intereſt; ſtrange that they ſhould inſiſt 


* 
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on keeping their eſtates on terms at once hoſtile to repreſentation 
and conformity. The next reſolution which I ſhall propoſe to 
you is one reſpecting flax: It is as follows: 


«© Reſolved, That a domeſtic ſupply of flax is an object to 
which all his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland ſhould contribute. 


« 2. That this Houſe has greatly contributed to ſaid object 
by various bounties, but that the linen manufacture has only 
flouriſhed in thoſe parts of the kingdom, where a total exemption 
from, or a ſmall compoſition for tithe of flax has exiſted. 


40 3. Reſolved, That in order to extend the linen manufac- 
ture, ſaid exemption or compoſition ſhould be made general.” 


This too is a principle the rudiments of manufacture ſhould 
not be tithed - ſurely not of your ſtaple, and above all, not of 
your only ſtaple manufacture; to advance this has been long the 
ſpeech from the throne, the echo of that ſpeech your addreſs, 
and the object of various and expenfive premiums; to introduce 
it into the South has been long the wiſh of that province; to at- 
tend to it now has become your particular duty, becauſe Ruſſia 
has laid a duty of five per cent. on her exports to theſe countries, 
the treaty with England being at an end. Will any man in the 
South ſow flax to pay 128. an acre tithe, when in the North he 
pays but 6d. per farm? The deſpair of the ſouthern provinces to 
grow flax in any degree, was admitted by a propoſal to diſtribute 
the flax premiums into provincial partions, on an allegation that 
the North took a great portion, and the South little or nothing ; 
that is, the North does grow flax becauſe it does not pay tithe ; 
and the South does not grow flax, becauſe it does pay tithe ; and 
thus embarraſſed by the tithe, the wretched expedient was to 
take the bounty from the North, in order to pay the tithe of the 
South. 3 ; ; 

Here again T muſt do juſtice to Government; they did intend 
a modus for flax as well as for hemp, and one reaſon, perhaps, 
among others, was the late duty on Ruiſian flax. This gracious 
and benign intention of Government was by epiſcopal interference 
rendered abortive ; that ſame epiſcopal interference on which the 
nation is to charge the loſs of the barren-land-bill, did, with the 
beſt intentions to be ſure, but the worſt effect, oppoſe both ſalu- 
tary meaſures—the modus for hemp and the modus for flax. 

That oppoſition to the hemp-bill failed, becauſe that bill was 
deemed beneficial to the navy of England, and was an Engliſh as 
well as an Iriſh meaſure ; but that oppoſition to the flax-bill ſuc- 
ceeded, becauſe flax was only material to the Iriſh manufacture, 
and was a meaſure purely Iriſh, The hemp-bill, however, did 
not paſs unmoleſted, and the ſame regard in holy-men for ties 
with a miniſter, {till operated; it was teized and perſecuted by 
that ſame epiſcopal interference. This bill was to have been de- 
Vor. VIII. G8 | 
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feated by petition; F the petitioners complain of this bill in the 
ſame unqualified manner as in the inſtance of barren land ; they 
are to be ruined by the extent of manufacture petition was not 
relied on; this bill was alſo to have been defeated by amendment; 
that amendment, intended by way of preamble, ſet forth, that 
hemp was an article neceſſary for the navy of England, to which 
all his Majeity's ſubjects ſhould contribute—a facility this in a re- 
verend quarter to grant public money for new purpoſes, beyond 
the bounds of duty. This preamble contained three principles: 
firſt, an implied proteſt againſt the principle of modus in favour 
of Ir:ſh manufacture. Secondly, an expreſs aſſent to that prin- 
ciple of ſupply to that navy, originating in the Lords, in breach 
of the privilege of the Commons, at the ſuggeſtion of the ſpiri- 
tual Peers; as the other amendments encroached on the tempo- 
ral courts, ſo this encroached on the Commons. This amend- 
ment being moſt wiſely given up, becauſe inipraQticable, as well 
as moſt improper, the whole repugnance to the bill ended in an 
idle reſolution, declaring © that a domeſtic ſupply of hemp 
may greatly contribute to the maritime protection of this king- 
dom, an object to be promoted by the united exertions of all his 
| Majeſty's ſubjects; of which reſolution the reverend petitioners 
have the moſt reaſon to complain; for it ſays, “ you petition 
againſt the manufacturing part of your own flock ; there you are 
perfectly right, and we are with you ; but your petition goes al- 
ſo againſt the intereſt of the navy of England : there you go too 
far: beſides this is a queſtion of Britiſh. Government, and we on 
this point not only leave you, but we proteſt againſt you, and 
have entered on the iournals our reſolution accordingly.” 

So it appears as the buſineſs was miſmanaged ; but thoſe who 
know the zeal on this occaſion of ſome of the right reverend 
bench muſt be convinced that this never was their intention: on 
the contrary, they did molt entirly approve»of the petitioners 
and the petition, and had not perhaps confined their connection 


TY 


$ To the Right Honourable the Lords Spirituaband Temporal, 
in Parliament aſſembled, ö 


The humble Petition of ſeveral of the Clergymen of the Church 
of Ireland, on behalf of themſelves and others of the ſaid 
” {ES 


Sheweth, 

That your petitioners conceiving that themſelves and their 
brethren may be materially injured by a bill now before this 
Houſe, entitled “ An Act for the better aſcertaining the 
„ tithes of hemp,” and which is committed for Saturday next, 
humbly beſeech this right honourable Houſe, to permit them 
to be heard by counſel againſt the ſaid bill, 15 
| | And petitioners wilt pray. 


* / 
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vith the petition to the cold and languid office of mere approba- 
tion. DE, 5 


The next reſolution relates to the ſuſtenence of the poor, as 


the two others relate immediately to their induſtry; it is propoſ- 
ed to put the poor of the South on the ſame footing with the 
poor of the North, Eaſt, and Weſt, by exempting his potatoe 
garden from tithe. When we ſtate that potatoes are the food of 
the poor, we underſtate their importance they are more, they 


are the protection of the rich againſt a poor rate, and therefore 


invaluable to you, as well as to the peaſant. 


* 


& Reſolved, That potatoes are the principal ſubſiſtence of the 


poor in Ireland, and are, in a great part of the kingdom, moſt 
fortunately exempt from tithe. 


4 Reſolved, That it would much contribute to relieve the 
poor of the South of this kingdom, if the benefit of ſaid exemp- 
tion was extended to them; and if it ſhall be made to appear that 


the owners of tithe ſhall ſuffer thereby, this Houſe will make 
them juſt compenſation.” | 


In three-fourths of this kingdom potatoes pay no tithe, in the 
South they not only pay but pay moſt heavily. They pay fre- 
quently in proportion to the poverty and helpleſſneſs of the coun- 
tryman ; for in the South it is the practice to crouch to the rich, 
and to encroach upon the poor ; hence perhaps in the South the 
mutability of the common people. What ſo galling, what ſo in- 
flammatory, as the comparative view of the condition of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in one part of the kingdom and the other In one 


part their ſuſtenance is free, and in the other tithed in the greateſt 


degree; ſo that a grazier coming from the Weſt to the South ſhall 
inform the latter that with him neither potatoes nor hay are tith- 
ed; anda weaver coming from the North ſhall inform the South 


that in his country neither potatoes nor flax are tithed ; and thus 


are men, in the preſent unequal and unjuſt ſtate of things, taught 


to repine, not only by their intercourſe with the paſtor, but with 


one another. | 


To redreſs this requires no ſpeculation — no extraordinary exer- 


ciſe of the human faculties no long fatiguing proceſs of reaſon 
and calculation, but merely to extend to the poor of the South, 
the benefits which are enjoyed by his Majeſty's ſubjects in the 
other parts of Ireland ; it 1s to put the people of the South on a 


level with their fellow-creatures.—TIf it ſhall be ſaid that ſuch an 
exemption would cauſe a great loſs to the parſon—what a terrible 


diſcovery does that objection diſcloſe ! that the clergy of the 


South are principally ſupported by the poor, by thoſe whom they 
ought as moral men to relieve, and Chriſtian men ſupport, ac- 


cording to the ſtricteſt diſcipline of the church. 


To excite a certain quarter to this principle, perhaps, the beſt | 


method would be the 3 of example.— I ſhall accordingly 
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produce two examples, one example drawn from the country ſup- 
poſed to be the molt bigoted in Europe, and the other from that 
man ſuppoſed to be the moſt prone to clerical avarice and ambi- 
tion, —The firlt the kingdom of Spain, the latter is the Pope. 
In 1780, Pope Pius the 6th ſends a brief to the King of Spain, 
enabling him to diſpoſe of one third of eccleſiaſtical eſtates and be- 
nefices in his preſentation, to which no cure of ſouls was annexed, 
in charity ; and further ſets forth in his brief this reaſon, that the 
relief and ſuccour of the poor was particularly incumbent on him. 
The King of Spain in 1783, purſuant to this brief, publiſhez his 
edict, reciting the brief, and appointing a commiſſion to. diſpoſe 
of the third as above recited, in the ſupport of the poor, and then 
he ſpecifies the objects; endowments of all kind of retreats and 
receptacles for the poor, ſuch as hoſpitals and houſes of charity, 
foundations for orphans and foundlings:—The better to enforce 
the execution of the firſt edit, the King of Spain publiſhes ano- 
ther, commanding, in, a peremptory manner, the execution of 
the firſt, and he adds a principle inſeparable from the claims of 
tithe, that ſuch charitable aids peculiarly belong to ecclefiaſtical 
rents, according to the moſt ſound and conftant difcipline of the 
church. | | ; 

Here are the Sovereign Pontiff of the Catholic faith, and the 
Catholic King of Spain, diſtributing one-third. of. a part of the 
revenues of their church for the poor ; and here are ſome of the 
enlightened doctors of our church, deprecating ſuch a principle, 
and guarding their riches againſt. the encroaching of Chriſtian cha- 
rity ; I hope they will never again afford us ſuch an opportunity 
of comparing them with the Pope, or contraſting them with the 
Apoſtles.— do not think their riches will be diminiſhed ; but if 
they were to be ſo-is not the queſtion directly put to them, 
which will they prefer? their flock or their riches? for which did 
Chrift die, or the apoſtles ſuffer martyrdom; or Paul preach, or 
Luther proteſt ? was it for the tithe of flax, or the fithe of bar. 
ren land, or the tithe of potatoes, or the tithe proctor, or the 
tithe farmer, or the tithe pig? Vour riches are ſecure, but if 
they were impaired by your acts of benevolence, does our reli- 
gion depend on your riches? On ſuch a principle your Saviour 
ſhould have accepted of the kingdo ns of the earth, and their 
glory, and have capitulated with the Devil for the propagation of 
the faith. Never was a great principle rendered prevalent by 
power or richeg—Jow and artificial means are reſorted to for the 
futfilimg the little views of men, their love of power, their avarice, 

or ambition; but to apply to the great deſign of God' ſuch 
wretched auxikarfes, is to forget his divinity, and to deny his 
onimipotence- What does the word come more powerfully 
from a dignitary in purple and fine nen, than it eame from the 
poor ollie with nctting but the fpirit of the Lord on his lips, 
and the glory of God ſtanding on his right hand? What | my 
5 Lords, not cultivate barren land; not encourage the manufac- 
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tures of your country; not relieve the poor of your flock, if the 


church is to be at any expence thereby—where ſhall we find this 
principle? not in the Bible. I have adverted to the ſacred 
writings without criticiſm 1 allow, but not without devotion— 
there is not in any part of them ſuch a ſentiment—not in the 
purity of Chriſt, nor the poverty of the apoſtles, nor the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, nor the patience of Job, nor the harp of David, 
nor the wiſdom of Solomon! — No, my Lords, on this ſubje& 
your Bible is againſt you—the precepts and practice of the pri- 
mitive church againſt you—the great word increaſe and multiply 
— the axiom of philoſophy that nature does nothing in vain—the 
productive principle that formed the ſyſtem, and defends it againſt 
the ambition and encroachments of its own elements ; the repro- 
ductive principle which continues the ſyſtem, and which makes 


vegetation ſupport life, and life adminiſter back again to vegeta- 


tion; taking from the grave its ſterile quality, and making death 
itſelf propagate to life and ſucceſſion—the plenitude of things, 
and the majeſty of nature through all her organs—manifelt againit 
ſuch a ſentiment ; this blind fatality of error, which, under pre- 
tence of defending the wealth of the prieſthood, checks the growth 
of mankind, arreſts his induſtry, and makes the ſterility of the 
planet a part of its religion. K | 
As I have propoſed three meaſures for the benefit of the 
xeople, I ſhall now ſubmit a fourth for the benefit of the church; 
it is a reſolution which is as follows: © © 
% Reſolved, that this Houſe will be ready to relieve the owners 
of tithe from the neceſſity "of drawing the ſame; and to give 


faid owners a power of recovering the value of the ſame, in all 
caſes, by civil bill, or otherwiſe, provided ſaid owners of tithe 


* 


ſhall conform to certain rateages to be aſcertait.ed by act of 
Parliament.“ oy | . 


Thel reſolution will be beſt explained by a bill which T bare 
drawn, and which I mean to propoſe hereafter—the brief of 


which I will now ſtate to you. The bill enacts that every owner 


of tithe ſhall be reheved from the difficulty of drawing the fame, 


by civil bill, for any, ſam whatſoever; provided ſaid owner of 


tithe ſhall conform to 0 rateages in the bill ſet forth - theſe 
28 K 


rateages will be ſuch as Parliament ſhall think proper, different 


perhaps according to the different provinees, and the reſult of 
the etquiry of provinces, and the reſult of the enquiry of pro- 


ittees 


I have ſet forth in the bil for Munſter, ſuch a rateage as fn 


nearly ſtated by learned authority as the average rateage of the 
richeſt dioceſe therein; the principal articles of which are, 
6s. Potatoes, the Triſh acre. | 38. Meadow, 
e 38. Oats. ; 


i 
g 
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The bill enacts, that in the neighbourhood of a city the tithe 
-of meadow ſhall be increaſed; it further enacts, that the owner 
of tithe ſhall have a power, on due notice, to enter in order to 
ſurvey ; it enacts, that the above rateages ſhall be eſtimated as 
worth ſo many ſtone of bread corn, which is every ſeven years to 
be valued by the clerk of the market, who ſtrikes the averages 
for the kingdom; that ſeptennial valuation of the corn, to be 
the ſeptennial rateages for the owner of tithe. 
The bill enacts that all ſmall dues ſhall ceaſe, and that inſtead 
thereof, in pariſhes where ſmall dues ſhall have been paid for 
theſe laſt ten years, a valuation ſhall be made of ſuch by a perſon 
appointed in veſtry; ſaid valuation to be levied not off the poor, 
nor the particular individual, but generally after the manner of 
baronial charges; my idea and fixed intention being to relieve the 
poor of the South from the tithe of potatoes, and the North 
from ſmall dues—an endeavour which however oppoſed, will by 
. perſeverance ſncceed—it is rational, it is juſt.— The bill contains 
a proviſo which ſaves and confirms all kind of moduſſes or ex- 
emption; ſo that what has not hitherto-paid, ſhall not pay now— 
thus potatoes and other articles, where they have not uſually 
paid, ſhall not become titheable. 
I he next reſolution is to compel reſidence: *tis Wange that 
ſuch a reſolution ſhould ever have become neceſſary. 


« Reſolved, That che better to ſecure the reſidence of the we 
clergy, a moderate tax on reb dente would be expedient,” 


In the long conteſt of the glergy on the ſubject of tiche, I 
do not find that reſidence has hen much inſiſted on, as uſeful to 
the Proteſtant intereſt, though Ache has been thought indiſpen- 

ſable. Provided tithe ſhall be paid, it ſeems what is done for the 
tithe, the preaching and the praying, is not material in the opini- 
on of the grave and reverend perſonages—the army do not act. by 
proxy—the commiſſioners, the judges do not act by deputation. 
I have never heard of virtual redemption, ſalvation by remote 
and magnetical operation—reſidence is required by canon, com- 
mon, and ftatute law 3 by the canon law a parſon who left his 
living without leave was deprived—by the common law it appears 
reſidence was neceliary, for when an action was brought againſt 
the rector of B. he pleaded that he was commorant in D.—the 
plea was overruled, becauſe he had not denied himſelf to be rec- 
tor of B. and his pariſh determined his locality neceſſary by ſeve- 
ral ſtatutes. The acts of Henry VIII. after 40 days non-reſi- 
- dence impoſes a fine; the act of Edward VI. — 80 days ab- 
ſence, diſables the parſon from recovering on his own leaſes— 
the act of Heury VI. ſubjects a parſon who leaves the country to 
the forfeiture of his annual income—but though the law were 
. filent, decency on this occaſion is loud: what 4 caſt. and com- 
plexion are thrown on this queſtion and thoſe who ſo ſtrenuouſly 
inſiſt on the law for tithe, and ſo commonly tranſgreſs the body 
of law that requires them to attend to the dutics 0 religion! In 
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England reſidence is better obſerved and enforced ; the practice 
of England has ſhewn a greater regard both for huſbandry and 
prayer; and yet in England refidence is not more neceſſary, be- 
cauſe our lower people want more inſtruction, and our country can 
leſs afford any addition to the abſentee drain, to which an ab- 
ſentee tithe, and abſentee goſpel are ſad aggravations ! — Talk 
not of a want of glebe houſe, or even of churches : has the 
preſbyter a glebe houſe ? has the prieſt a glebe houſe ? does the 
latter preach the errors of the church of Rome from a ſtraw-built 
| hovel, and do our clergy to preach the truth of the Proteſtant 
religion require a manſion ?—had the firſt fruits been by the richer 
parts of their own order, and particularly the Biſhops, faithfully 
and juſtly valued and applied to the building of churches, and 
the increaſe of poor livings, the advocates for non- reſidence would 
want their voluptuous apology.—But it has happened that the 
firſt fruits, by a remote and antiquated valuation, are rendered of 
no account—they do not, by that valuation, which was made in 
the reign of Henry VIII. produce more than 43ol. at this day 
the biſhopricks alone amount to near 70,000l. a year, the firit 
fruit of which, without going farther, would be a great fund for 
building of churches and glabe-houſes, and increaling poor liv- 
ings. You ſee that in fact the firſt fruits are now a moſt miſe- 
rable modus; and it is very remarkable, that the very men who 
object to any modus, however rational, in favour of the manu- 
facturer, have themſelves ſet up a modus againſt the church 
a modus the moſt irrational and illiberal, againſt the poor of their 
own order, and the houſe of their own God! We cannot re- 
. << ſide, becauſe we have neither houſe nor church ;”? that is, 
the richer part of your order have taken to themſelves the funds 
of the church, and now you have no place to pray in. 
But though I would compel reſidence, I would compel it by 
a moderate proceſs; a moderate tax to commence after abſence 
far a certain time. I would not leave the diſpenſing with re- 
ſidence to the biſhop, becauſe I would not put into his hands the 
talents and ſuffrages of the parochial clergy-—I would not enable 
him to ſay, Sir, you have written too freely on conſtitutional 
ſubjects, you muſt reſide; or, Sir, you have voted for the po- 
pular candidate, and muſt reſide.— I would not make reſidence an 
inſtrument of undue influence, nor would I wiſh to make the 
parochial clergy mean and ſubſervient to their biſſiop.— would 
compel reſidence by a tax, and that fhould be moderate, with 
certain allowances; my principle with reſpect to the retidence of 
the miniſter being this, his*piriſh ought to be his home, but not 
to be Ins priſon. oath | — 
I have ſubmitted the reſolutions I mean to put the Houſe 
in poſſeſſion of them-—all I deſire is that they may have a fair ex- 
amination—of Government all I aſk is impartiality—all J depre- 
_ cate is predetermination—[_ do not deſire that they ſhould — 
to either my facts or principles, but I defire a fair trial for both. 


* 
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Il defire moreover, that in holding their deliberation they may 
not take into their cabinet. the enemy—if theſe principles are 
falſe, they will die of themſelves, without the interpofition of 
Government; if right, they will at laſt prevail, and then Go- 
vernment would be obliged to retract a refiftance precipitately 
made. — As to the ſouthern peaſantry, all J aſk on their part is 
Peace. If the White-Boys break out again, T give up this 
buſineſs. —I will be the firft to ſupport ſtrong meafures of coer- 
cion.— The gentlemen of the South ſhould inform them, that if 
they had originally repreſented the oppreffions they ſuffer under 
tithe by humble petition to Parliament, they mnft have been re- 
dreſſed; the parſon and the tithe farmer would not have 
choſen to have defended, or to continue demands publicly ſtig- 
matiſed for extortion and avarice. In a free country, the mere 
promulgat ion of injury, is the certainty of redreſs ; but thoſe 
deſperate wretches had not the courage to apply to the Legiſſa- 
ture, and bad the deſpair to apply to outrage; tbe conſequence 
was, as always mult be, they conligned their bodies to the hang- 
man, and left to their families a continuation of the grievances, 
and involved in their difgrace a great part of the peaſantry who 
were equally oppreſſed, and entirely innocent. —The truth is, 
the tithe farmer had no caſe but the White-Boy, they both ſtood 
on the crimes of the other, and murder was a greater offence than 
extortion, 8 YEE: ty | 
With reſpe& to a right reverend bench, I mean a part of that 
bench, all I aſk is Temper. —I flated ſeveral allegations— I am 
ready to prove them.— I ſtated chat in ſome parts of the South 
the demands of tithe had exceeded the bounls of KW"; 1 repeat 
the allegation. I ſtated that the proctor had in mahy places de- 
manded and received a certain per centage called proftorage 
againſt law and charity; J repeat that allegation. I ſtated that 
in parts of the South certain miniſters or their pfottors had been 
guilty of exactions which were unconſcionable, and I ſtated alſo 
that they had recently and greatly and unconſcionably encreaſed 
their rateages ; I repeat that allegation. » I ſtated that the tithe 
farmers did very generally in the parts diſturbed opprefs the com- 
mon people, and had exceeded therr legal powers, or had moſt 
groſsly abuſed them: theſe allegations, I repeat now—and am 
ready to go into proofs, whenever geitlemen chuſe to give me 
ſuch an opportunity. e e e $224, Sa 
I am not reſponſible for the preciſe quantity of every return 
ſtated to me. Some of the ſtatements are ' official; and cannot 
be diſputed, and are enormous; others come from the oppreffed, 
and may be ſanguine ; 1 am not reſponſible for the * quan- 
tities in ſuch a caſe; but I am reſponſible for this allegation, 
that there exiſts great oppreſſion I repeat it again, there exiſts 


t oppreſſion. " "Hog! e . . wo 8 
19 8 to the reſolutions which I now ſubmit, and which next 
ſeſlon I ſhall move, the right reverend quarter will-confider that 
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ſome of theſe propoſitions are in their principles already the law 
of England. With what juſtice can they attempt to deprive 
Ireland of the benefit of ſuch laws? Ireland, a country requir- 
ing fo much more encouragement, and paying abundantly more 
to the church. A gelebrated Biſhop in England has calculated 
that the income of the church in England, including all biſhop- 
ricks, and even the eſtates of the univerſities, would, if diſtributed, 
amount to 150l. for each clergyman.—A. learned Biſhop in Ire- 
land has calculated, that excluding biſhopricks and univerſities, 
the income of the church in Ireland would amount to 1481. for 
each clergyman. —Thus, by this calculation, excluding their 
great riches, I mean the biſhopricks, the miniſters of the Pro- 
teſtant church of Ireland have within 21. as much as in England; 
and, including biſhopricks, muſt have beyond all compariſon 
more than in England, while the extent of the cures is incompa- 
rably leſs, even ſuppoſing our clergy were all to reſide, and while 
this kingdom has two other orders of prieſthood to ſupport.— 
Such of our biſhops who come from another country, and have 
intercepted the views of ſome of the younger branches of our beſt 
families here will naturally wiſh to make ſome compenſation. — 
The laws of the. country to which they owe their birth, they 1 
ſuppoſe will not object to communicate to this country to which 
they owe their fituation. , | 2 
Some of the reſolutions are not only founded on principles of 
huſbandry, but maxims of Chriſtianity; theſe 1 hope will not 
meet with jnveterate oppoſition from any of the right reverend 
bench :—thoſe of them the moft adverſe and inveterate will ſof- 
ten when they conſider the Chriſtianity of clothing the naked, 
and feeding the hungry, or rather indeed of ſuffering the naked 
and the hungry to feed and clothe themſelves, by encouraging 
their manufacture giving certain privileges to their infant la- 
bours, and by leaving in their principal food the poor unoppreſſ- 
ed by avarice and exaction under any pretence whatſoever. 
However, if this ſhall not be the caſe—if theſe ſound doctrines 
and theſe charitable principles are received by ſome of a certain 
uarter with hardneſs of heart, and their author with clerical 
ſrarrility, TI cannot help it, I thall perſiſt notwithſtanding, mak- 
ing my folemn appeal againſt ſuch men to their own goſpel ; 
which as it is the folmdation of their power, ſo muſt it be the 
limits of our veneration. N i e 
The ChANckULoR OF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid, though he 
would not agree to have the queſtion put on the reſolutions, yet 
he hoped it would not be ſuppoſed that he differed with the right 
honourable gentleman on the principles—that the improvement 
of land ought to be encouraged—that manufactures ought to be 
encouraged, and that the poor ought to be relieved—he fully ac- 
_ ceded to theſe principles, and he bore teſtimony to the good in- 
 tentions of the right honourable gentleman, and alſo offered his 
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tribute of praiſe to thoſe abilities which had made every man of 
every deſcription, and of all religions, ſubſervient to his argu- 
ment; but where even thoſe abilities had not attempted to offer 
any ſettled plan, and where any alteration was to affect a body of 
men ſo intimately linked with the ſtare as the clergy of Ireland 
were, he thought it would be madneſs to run haſtily into a decla- 
ration. ON, 1 : 
be right honourable gentleman, he ſaid, looked only for de- 
liberation required but a fair hearing; that being his object, it 
would moſt certainly be attained, for his opinions were held in ſuch 
high eſtimation; that they would find their way into every part 
of the kingdom long before the next ſeſſion; there was there- 
fore no neceſſity to enter them on the journals of Parliament. 
From the conduct of gentlemen in another place, he was not, 
de ſaid, ſurpriſed at the right honourable gentleman's acting as 
he did, that conduct he could not approve, and though he now 
. wiſhed to get rid of the ſubject for the preſent, and did not think 
it convenient to put the reſolutions on the journals, yet he hoped 
in moving the queſtion of adjournment, he would not be thought 
to diſſent from the principles advanced by the right honourable 


gentleman. y 


Mr. Bzowne (of the College) declared that he could not ac- 
cede to Mr. Grattan's reſolution relative to barren lands, becauſe 
it was unneceſſary, and becauſe it implied a cenſure upon the op- 
poſers of a late bill, as if they had oppoſed the improvement of 
the country. The clergy never did oppoſe the principle of that 
bill, although they might with very great reaſon have complain- 
ed, that they alone were to pay for the improvement of the coun- 
try, while the landlord did not offer to remit one farthing of his 

rent, upon theſe improved or reclaimed lands. However, they 
did not object to this burden, although ſo evidently unfair. —All 
they defired was, that the bill ſhould be modified in the ſame man- 
ner with the Engliſh act, made for the very ſame purpoſe. The 
word barren was a vague word, leaving room for infinite diſpute. 
Any laud which had not been cultivated might, by different tricks 
and arts be conſtrued to be barren, and therefore the Engliſh le- 
giſlature had limited it by adding, which had not, paid tithe, by 
_ reaſon of its barrenneſs. The Engliſh#legiſlature alſo ſaw, that 
without ſome reſtriction, this law would enable any perſon; bare- 
ly by pleading that his land was barten, to get 4«prohibition, 
- and ouit the Eccleſiaſtical Court of its juriſdiction, in all tithe 
ſuits; and therefore they obliged any ſuch perſon, moving for a 
; prohibition, (on the ſuggeſtion of his land being barren) to prove 
bis ſuggeſtion within ſix months, under the pain of double coſts. 
be late bill had been brought in, without either of theſe li 
mitations. One of the ableſt counſel in the kingdom had given 
his opinion, that jt would ruin the Church. —A venerable prelate, 
io whoſe watchful guardianſhip the Church was exceedingly in- 
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debted, had introduced in the other Houſe, two clauſes, literally 
copied from the Enghſh act, to remedy theſe inconveniencies. 
The firſt was adopted in the lower Houſe. The bill was totally, 
but unaccountably rejected, on account of the ſecond. This 
was the true ſtate of the caſe, and yet a great deal of idle ca- 
lumny had been.thrown upon the oppugners of that bill, as ene- 
mies to the improvement of the country, How could any per- 
ſon wiſtr to prevent improvement? How could it be for his in- 
tereſt ? It was abſurd to ſuppoſe it. The petitioners againſt the 
bill were molt reſpectable and ſenſible men, and never would have 
oppoſed the bill unleſs they had thought it inſidious. 

As to the land improved being ſubject to tithe, after ſeven 
years, he ſaid, in all probability the plan would be, at the expi- 
ration of that term, to deſert that ground, as being then totally 
exhauſted, and to break up new ; a cuſtom very frequent in Iriſh 
farming. 

It had been ſaid there was an Triſh act, 5th of George II. 
exempting certain produce of barren lands from tithe, without 
any of the reſtrictions in the Engliſi act; but it muſt be noticed, 
that that act extended only to hemp, flax and rape, and therefore 
little inference could be drawn, from ſo narrow a bill, to one of 
ſuch a very extenſive nature as the bill alluded to. 

He ſaid he laughed at that proviſion of the bill, that the lands 
ſhould not be exempt from tithe, if they had ever paid it 
before. The proof of this was to lie upon the parſon. How 
could. he prove it, when the lands had lain fallow any number of 


years, and when every perſon 1 in the ms was intereſted to 0 
evidence from him th 


The See e or Srarz faid he agreed with the right 
hon. mover of the reſolutions as to ſeveral points, but he did not 
think it neceſſary to put them on the Journals, as the Houſe, by 
paſſing the bill for barren lands, had declared a much ſtronger 
approbation than reſolutions could do. He had been, and was 
ſtill of opinion, that that bill was highly uſeful to the clergy as 
well as the laity ; and he thought the clergy had taken a falſe 
alarm; but he was, however, ready to excuſe them, when he con- 
ſidered how much they had ſuffered from oppreſſion. He felt 
that they muſt be timid; and ſubject to alarm at any innovation; 
yet. they V fbould have had more rehance upon that Houſe, that had 
Jo — effectually interfered on their behalf. As to the 

alarm that law-ſuits would ſpring up from the bill, there was no 
manner of ground for it. Barren lands had been fo compleatly 
defined by the deciſions of the Engliſh courts, that no poſſibility 
of doubt remained, yet the amendments, though unneceſſary, 
did not to him appear injurious, Asto the modus of flax he was 
not perfectly decided; but he inclined to agree with the right 
hon. gentleman ; and he was of opinion, that it would much 
tend to quiet che minds of the people, if they ſaw that while Par- 
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liament was protecting the clergy, they were alſo paying ſome 
regard to the laity. He did not, however, agree as to the aſſer- 
tion, that a great part of the kingdom was exempted from tithe 
of potatoes. He thought the whole, of right, equally liable to 
that tithe, though by yiolence the deriy had in ſome places been 

deprived of thelr right; and he was convinced, that were tithe 
to be taken off the patatoe lands of Munſter, the poor would not 
be one whit beneſited thereby, as the land-jobbers would raife. the 
lands in proportion. Nay more, as had been proved — when a 
rumour was ſpread that tithe of potatoes were aboliſhed, the 480 
bers raiſed the lands a guinea per acre. 

The right hon, gentleman had ſaid, there was oppreſſiom; he 
agreed there was, but it was the clergy that had ſufferedlit. He 
coneluded with ſaying, that he was an enemy to all general reſo- 
lutions ; the reſalution concerning agiſtment ſhould be a warn- 
ing to the Houſe how it entered haſtily i into them 


Mr. Mason ſaid he roſe to offer a word in (+ Sh of that 
province to which he belonged—the province of: Connaug ht. 
Tbe right hon. the Secretary of State had faid, that the — 

had a right to tithe potatoes throughout the whole kingdom, but 
that they had in ſomie places, by violence, been deprived of chat 
right. The fact was otherwiſe no man had ever paid, nor had 
any man ever demanded tithe of ere e province of Con- 
manpht. 5. | 4745 „ 


„Sir 3 Bara ald he relied upon the . — the 
wiſeſt ſtates in Europe. France had remitted the revenues pay- 
able to the Crown for twenty years after any waſte or uncultivat- 

ed lands ſhould be improved, and the AHergy of that kingdom had 
generbuſly followed the example of the King, and remitted tithes 
under the fame circumftance, and for the ſame ſpace. Seca he 
hope, would be an ineitement 20 the cg of E 
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Torsbar, Ari 15, 1788. aa 
The SWisvier or Stars preſented to che He ac- 
: Nr er order, a bill to explain and amend an act, entitled an 
act for eſtabliſhing a 2 a ot of phyfic in this kingdom, 
ſo far as relates 15 Hut letares ; wich was received and read 
the firft time. 


324 tion of the hi h ſheriff ul of the count 

of 1 at Eaſter 5 Sk 1788, was dur, to the Heute 
and read ; ſetting forth, that the drinking of ſpirituous liquars 
in this kingdom, and particularly in its metropolis, has ariſen 
among the. lower zanks of people to a very alarming degree; that 
it has ogcalioned the lofs of the health and lives of great numbers 
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of his Majeſty's ſubjects; that it has prevented the induſtry, de- 
buuched the morals of the people, and hurried them into the 
moſt ſhocking exceſſes of vice and riot; that the petitioners hear, 
with great pleaſure, that his Excellency the Chief Governor has 
declared his readineſs to contribute to the ſuppreſſion of this 
practice, which is the ſource of almoſt every public evil; and 
therefore praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into confidera- 
tion, and apply ſuch remedy as it ſhall judge proper. 


— 
=. 


"MM > ME.” Wy 


Faivay, Ari 18, 1788. 
Mr. Curran informed the Houſe that at the laſt aſſizes of 


the county of Cork, a very great number of perſons had been 
taken upon the molt groundleſs and frivolous pretence, ſome for 
dormant crimes, others for offences long paſt, and many for no 


offences at all, as appeared either by there not being any com- 


plaint or bill of indictment preferred againſt them, or where bills 
had been preferred, by their being in many inſtances ignored by 
the grand jury. This grievance, he underſtood, aroſe from the 
eſtabliſhment of the police in that county ; they, he was in- 
formed, took up many people merely for the ſake of the conduct 
money. In order therefore that Parliament might have this mat- 
ter fairly before them at the beginning of the next ſeſſion, he 
would move a reſolution to the following effect: “ Reſolved, 
that the Clerk of the Crown for the* county of Cork, do on the 
firſt day of the next ſeſſion return to this Houſe an account of 
all perſons impriſoned in that county from the firſt of May, 
1757, to the firſt of May, 1788, together with an account of 
the crimes charged againſt them, alſo what number of indict- 
ments were preferred, ſpecifying ſuch as were found and ſuch as 
were ignored.“ Ordered accordingly. | 

After ſome obſervations on the very great importance of the 
office of Maiter of the Rolls, lately vacant by the death of Mr. 
Rigby, he ſaid he was happy in thinking that the preſent Go- 
vernment acted upon ſuch liberal principles, and had ſo much at 
heart the good of the country, that if Parliament did its duty 
in. pointing out the neceſſity of filling that office with an efficient 
man, Government would no doubt coincide ; he would therefore 
move an addreſs to his Majeſty, in which he ſtated, that the fit- 
tings of the Court of Chancery, were much. protracted, and many 
inconyentencies had ariſen from the want of an efficient Maſter of 
the Rolls, and prayed that the preſent vacancy might be filled 
with a perſon competent to diſcharge the duties of that office. 


The Solicitor Gengral ſaid he could not agree to the 
motion of the honourable gentleman, as it would ſeem to imply 
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liament was protecting the clergy, they were alſo paying ſome 
regard to the laity. He did not, however, agree as to the aſſer- 
tion, that a great part of the kingdom was exempted from tithe 
of potatoes. He thought the whole, of right, equally liable to 
that tithe, though by violence the clergy had in ſome places been 
depri ved of their right; and he was convinced, that were tithe 
to be taken off the patatoe lands of Munſter, the poor would not 
be one whit beneſited thereby, as che land-jobbers would raife. the 
lands in proportion. Nay more, as had been proved when a 
rumour was ſpread that tithe of potatoes were aboliſhed, the * 
bers raiſed the lands a guinea per acre. 

The right hon, gentleman'had ſaid, there was oppreffio z he 
agreed there. was, but it was the clergy that had ſufferedlit. He 
concluded with ſaying, that he was an enemy to all general reſo- 
lutions ; che reſalution concerning agiſtment ſhould be a'warn- 
ing to the Houſe how it entered haſtily i into them Nut 

WS | 155 1 2 

Mr. Mason ſaid he roſe to offer a word in defence of chat 
province to which he belonged—the province of: Connaught. 
Tbe right hon. the Sceretary of State had faid, chat the clergy 
had a right to tithe potatoes throughout the whole kingdom, but 
that they had in-ſonie-places, by violence, been deprived of chat 
right. The fact was otherwiſe no man had ever paid, nor had 
any man ever demanded tithe of er, prov ince of Car, 
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Sir Lucius O'Barzn Ad h relied upon the . > the 
wiſeſt ſtates in Europe. France ' had remitted the reyenues pay- 
able to the Crown for twenty years after any waſte or uncultivat- 
ed lands ſhould be improved, and the Hengy of that kingdom had 
generoully followed the example of the King, and remitted tithes 
under the fame circumftance, and for the {ame ſpace. e he 

n would be an ineitement #6 the n of n 
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Torsbar, Ara 15, 1788. 


22 :4 


Tue Serra v or Stars preſented to che Hole! ac- 
cording to order, a bill to explain and amend an act, entitled an 
act for eſtabliſhing a compleat ſchool of phyfie in this kingdom, 
ſo far as relates to nic  Heftares; rm: was received and read 
the firft time: 

A petition of the hi k bert 8 SY of 5 count 
of Dublin, at Ealter Term, 1788, was 525 to the Houle 


and tead; ſetting forth, that the drinking of ſpirituous liquars 
in this kingdom, and particularly in its metropolis, has ariſen 
among the lower zanks of people to a very alarming degree; that 
it has oocalioned the lofs.of the health aud lives of great numbers 
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of his Majeſty's ſubjects; that it has prevented the induſtry, de- 
buuched the morals of the people, and hurried them into the 
moſt ſhocking exceſſes of vice and riot; that the petitioners hear, 
with great pleaſure, that his Excellency the Chief Governor has 
declared his readineſs to contribute to the ſuppreſſion of this 
practice, which is the ſource of almoſt every public evil; and 
therefore praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſidera- 
tion, and apply ſuch remedy as it ſhall judge proper. 


. — — ä — 
| Famer, Aram 18, 1788. 
Mr. Conran informed the Houſe that at the laſt aſſizes of 


the county of Cork, a very great number of perſons had been 
taken upon the woſt groundlels and frivolous pretence, ſome for 
dormant crimes, others for offences long paſt, and many for no 


offences at all, as appeared either by there not being any com- 


plaint or bill of indictment preferred againſt them, or where bills 
had been preferred, by their being in many inſtances ignored by 
the grand jury. This grievance, he underſtood, aroſe from the 
eſtabliſhment of the police in that county; they, be was in- 
formed, took up many people merely for the ſake of the conduct 
money. In order therefore that Parliament might have this mat- 
ter fairly before them at the beginning of the next ſeſſion, he 
would move a reſolution to the following effect: © Reſolved, 
that the Clerk of the Crown for the* county of Cork, do on the 
firſt day of the next ſeſſion return to this Houſe an account of 
all perſons impriſoned in that county from the firſt of May, 
1757, to the firſt of May, 1788, together with an account of 
the crimes charged againſt them, alſo what number of indict- 
ments were preferred, ſpecifying ſuch as were found and ſuch as 
were ignored.” —Ordered accordingly. : 

After ſome obſervations on the very great importance of the 
office of Maiter of the Rolls, lately vacant by the death of Mr. 
Rigby, he ſaid he was happy in thinking that the preſent Go- 
verument acted upon ſuch liberal principles, and had ſo much at 
heart the good of the country, that if Parliament did its duty 
in. pointing out the neceſſity of filling that office with an efficient 
man, Government would no doubt coincide ; he would therefore 
move an addreſs to his Majeſty, in which he ſtated, that the ſit- 
tings of the Court of Chancery, were much. protracted, and many 
inconyentencies had ariſen from the want of an efficient Maſter of 
the Rolls, and prayed that the preſent vacancy might be filled 
with a perſon competent to diſcharge the duties of that office. 


The SoLiciror GENERAL ſaid he could not agree to the 
motion of the honourable gentleman, as it would ſeem to imply 
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a cenſure on the Lord Chancellor. He could not ſee how the 
public was injured by the long fitting of the Court of Chancery; 
the lawyers might ſuffer ſome inconvenience, and the judge un- 
dergo uncommon fatigue, but the public ſuſtained no manner of 
injury whatever; beſides, it was not by any means certain that 
ſhould the vacancy be filled agreeable to the wiſh of the honour- 
able gentleman,” a Maſter of the Rolls in Ireland could a& in aid 
of the Lord Chancellor, as in England, without a ſpecial act of 
Parliament to enable him ſo to do ; the addreſs was therefore uſe- 
leſs until ſuch an act ſhould paſs; whenever that happened, it 
would be {he was going to ſay) the duty of the Crown to ap- 
point the efficient perſon. | | 


While the Solicitor was ſpeaking, a meſſage from the Lord 


Lieutenant was announced. 


The following meſſage was received ffom his_Exccllency the 
Lord Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : 


& Mr. Speaker, | 


&. It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
% Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Excel- 
lency ; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 


of Peers, where his Excellency was pleaſed to give the royal 
aſſent to the following bills : | 


re BILES. 


1. An act for repealing an act made in the thirty-third year of 
the reign of King Henry the Eighth, entitled an act for the 
election of the Lord Juſtice; and alſo for the election of a Lord 
Juſtice and Governor of this realm, upon the event and in the 
manner therein mentioned. > 

2. An act for more effeQually preventing frauds againft his 
Mczc&y's revenue, and for continuing and amending the ſeveral 
acts of Parliament therein mentioned. | 

2. An act to enable the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Go- 
vernor or Governors of this kingdom to appoint commiſſioners 
for enquiring into the ſeveral funds and tevenues granted by public 
or private doyation3 for the purpoſes'of education in this king- 
dom, and into the ſtate and condition of all ſchools in this king- 
dom on public or charitable foundations, and of the funds appro- 
priated for the maintenance and ſupport thereof, and for the other 
purpoſes therein mentioned. | 

4. An act for continuing the acts relative to bankrupts, and 
for reviving, continuing and amending certain temporary flatutes. 

5. An act for the further amendment of th law relative to the 
regiſtering of free holders. | */ 5 
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6. An act to repeal an act paſſed in the twenty- eighth year of 
the reign of King Henry the Eighth, entitled an act of appeals; 


and to enable the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Leds Com- 


miſſioners for the cuſtody of the Great Seal of this kingdom, for 
the time being, to iſſue commiſſions of appeal from the courts of 
the archbiſhops within the ſame. 

7. An act for the amendment of the law in certain particulars 
therein mentioned. 

8. An act for rendering more effectual an act paſſed in the 
twenty. ſixth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty King George 
the Third, entitled an act for the better execution of the law 
within the city of Dublin and certain parts adjacent thereto, and 
for quieting and protecting poſſeſſions within this kingdom, for 
the more expeditious tranſportation of felons, for reviving, con- 
tinuing and amending certain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for 
repealing an act paſſed in the feventeenth and eightcenth years of 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for improving the 
police of the city of Dublin, and for other purpoſes. 

9. An act to explain, amend and render more effectual an act 
paſſed in the twenty: ſixth year of the reign of his preſent Majelty 
King George the Third, entitled an act to eſtabliſh the buſineſs 
of a pawnbroker, and to authorize ſuch perſons as ſhall be duly 
qualified to carry on the fame tolend money on pawns or pledges, 
and to receive intereſt at a higher rate than heretofore was reco- 
verable by law. 

10. An act for better 888 the city of Dublin with water, 
and for extending the powers of grand juries with reſpect to the 
roads lying within the county of the ſaid city. 

11. An act to amend an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment for improving and 1 the turnpike road from Dublin 
to Dunleer. 

12. An act for the relief of inſolvent debtors with reſpe& to 
the impriſonment of their perſons. 

13. An act to explain and amend an act made in the fifth and 
ſixth years of his preſent Majeſty George the Third, entitled an 
act for the encouraging the cultivation and for the better preſerva- 
tion of trees, ſhrubs, plants and roots. 

14. An act for the better eig of purchaſers of lands un- 
der decrees in cours of equity. 

15. An act to amend an act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, entitled an act for regulating the baking trade. 

16. An act for the better preſervation of ſheep, and che more 
ſpeedy detection of ſneep- ſtealers. 

17. An act to explain and amend the laus relative to the fiſh- 
er1cs on the coaſts of this kingdom. 

18. An act for the better aſcertaining the tithe of hemp. 

19. An act for the relief of perſons who have omitted to qua- 
17 themichts according to law. 
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20. An act for the further payment of the debts of the late 
corporation for promoting inland navigations in Ireland, by rec- 
tifying an omiſſion in the ſchedule annexed to the act of laſt ſeſſi- 
on, entitled an act fox the directing the application of the funds 
granted by Parliament for promoting and carrying on inland 
naWigation in this kingdom, and for the purpoſes therein men- 
tioned. | 

21. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty · 
ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act 
for improving and repairing the turnpike road leading from the 
city of Dublin to Kilculleu- bridge in the county of Kildare, and 
to the twenty- one mile ſtone weſtward of the ſaid bridge. 

22. An act for making a navigable canal from the town of 
Malahide, in the county of Dublin, to the river of Fieldſtown, 
in the {aid county. IN | | 

23. An act for extending to the roads leading to Dublin 
through Raheny and Clontarf the proviſions of an act paſſed in 
the tweaty-ſixth year of his Majeſty's reign, entitled an act for 
making, widening and repairing the road leading from Dublin to 
Malahide, and for erecting turnpike gates, and receiving tolls 
thereout in aid of the barony prefentments, and for appointing 
truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes into execution, and alſo for 
continuing the ſaid act. | 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


1. An act for ſale of part of the ſettled eſtate of the right 
honourable Denis Daly, Efq; for the payment of certain incum- 
brances affecting the ſame, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
tioned. " 

2. An act for veſting the ſeveral towns, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in the counties of Galway, Mayo and Roſcommon, 
and county of the town of Galway, the eſtates of Robert and 
Richard Martin, of Dangan, in the county of the town of Gal- 
way, Efqis. in Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. and Francis Veſey, 
Eſq; truſtees, to raiſe a ſum of money {ufficient to pay off the 
debts and incumbrances therein mentioned. 

3. An act for vetting certain caſtles, towns, lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, ſituate in the counties of Galway, Roſcom- 
mon, and county of the town of Galway, the eſtates of James 
Skerret, of Drumgrifin, in the county of Galway, Eſq; in 
truſtees, that the ſame or a competent part thereof may be ſold 
or mortgaged for the payment of debts and incumbrances affe&t- 
ing the fame. | 

4. An act for veſting in truſtees certain real freehold and leaſe- 
hold lands fituate in the counties of Galway and Roſcommon, the 
eſtates and property of Michael Burke, of Bally dugan, in the 
county of Galway, Eſq; in order to be ſold or mortgaged for the 
payment of debts, charges and incumbrances affecting the ſame, 
* and for other purpoſes. 
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5. An act for explaining and amending an act of Parliament 
made in the twenty-firſt year of the reign of his preſeny Majeſty 
King George the 'Third, entitled an act for the fale of a compe- 
tent part of the ſettled eſtate of Arthur Cooper, Eſq; Sarah 
Cooper, otherwiſe Carleton, and William Henry Cooper, Eſq; 
for the payment of debts and other incumbrances affecting the 
ſame, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


And then his Excellency was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to both 
Houſes of Parliament, which is as follows : 


4% My Lords and Gentlemen, = 
& The very conſtant and zealous attention which you have 
given to the diſpatch of public buſineſs, enables me at this early 
period of the year to cloſe the ſeſſion of Parliament; and I feel 
the higheſt gratification in expreſſing to you his Majeſty's entire 
ſat isfaction in the temper and wiſdom which have uniformly diſ- 
tinguiſhed your deliberations. ; 


«© Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, / 

& Jam commanded by his Majeſty, particularly to thank you 
for the warm attention which you have ſhewn to the honour and 
intereſt of his crown, and for the liberality with which you have 
provided for the ſeveral branches of the public ſervice. 


&« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© No object is nearer to his Majeſty's heart than the proſperity 
of his faithful ſubjects of Ireland. And I refle& with pleaſure, 
that your example and influence in your ſeveral counties, cannot 
fail to advance that proſperity, by encouraging habits of induſtry 
in the people, and impreſſing upon their minds a due reſpect for 
the laws. I am happy that the national tranquility and ſecurity, 
enable you to attend to thoſe important objects with peculiar ad- 
vantage. FE 
« [ truſt it is unneceſſary to repeat any acknowledgments for 
the confidence which you have ſo kindly repoſed in me, and to 
aſſure you, that the livelieſt emotions of gratitude and affection 
will excite my utmoſt exertions for the welfare and happineſs of 
this kingdom,” . | 
And then the Lord Chancellor declared, that it was his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tueſday the 17th day of June 
next; and the Parliament was accordingly prorogued to 
Tueſday the 17th day of June next. 


Vol. VIII. | | | H h 
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Abppkkss of the Houſe, to PI Majeſty, 10. 
—— — to the Lord Lieutenant, 14. 


® 


ALEXANDER, Mr. 271, 297, 301. | h 


Axsw ER of the Lord Lieutenant to the addreſs of the Houſe, 17. 
— his Majeſty, to the addreſs of the Houſe, go. | 


AwxesLey, Mr, ſays that much miſchief may enſue from the 
Belfaſt Bank iſſuing guinea notes, 10, —Oppoſes the Dunleer 
turnpike bill, 411, 414. | 


ATTorNey GENERAL, anſwers Mr. Parſons, 7, 9,—Informs 
the Houſe when the Lord Lieutenant will receive the addreſs of 
the Houſe, 16,—Says he believes combinations exiſt againſt the 
clergy, 67. —Oppoſes Mr. Grattan's motion on the ſubje& of 
tithes, 192.—Says that the diſturbances in the South aroſe from 
an election party, and not from the collection of tithes, 234.— 

His ſpeech on the petition of the city of Dublin againſt the 

police-bill, 249.— His ſpeeches on the compenſation- bill, 268. 
Is againſt including Derry in the tobacco-bill, 272.— Speech 
on the Cavan election, 9 the bill for reducing the 
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intereſt of money, 312.—Preſents a bill to enable the Lord 
Chancellor, &c. to iſſue commiſſions of appeal, &c. 382,—— 

"Oppoſes the bill for aſcertaining the tithe of rape, 389. | 

3 | B 

| BexesrorD, Mr. concurs in the idea of lowering the duty on 
the import of tobacco, 18.—Is for giving the bounty for en- 
couraging the linen manufacture to all the provinces, equally, 
189, 241,—Preſents a bill for widening and repairing the road 
from Dublin to Malahide, 237.—ls againſt hearing counſel on 


the police-bill, 250.—His ſpeeches on the tubacco bill, 272 
301. | | 


BerxesroRD, Mr. Marcus, preſents a bill for the better execu- 
| tion of the laws, &c. 190.— States the new regulations con- 
* tained in the police - bill, 250. Remarks on the evidence pro- 

duced againſt the police- bill, 338. 


B11, ſor granting to his Majeſty additional duty on wines, &c. 
| preſented, 142; receives the royal aſſent, 417. 
For granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral taxes therein menti- 
oned, preſented, 142 ; receives the royal aſſent, 417. 
For granting to his Majeſty a duty on malt, preſented, 142; 
receives the royal aſſent, 417. | 
For granting certain aids therein mentioned, preſented, 142; 
receives the royal aſſent, 417. : 
For granting to his Majeſty certain duties and rates on the 
conveyance of letters, preſented, 142,z receives the royal 
aſſent, 417. ++ v4 I. 
For regulating the ſugar trade, preſented, 143 receives the 
f royal aſſent, 417. | A 
. For better ſecuring purchaſers under decrees in courts of 
| equity, preſented, 149 ; receives the royal aſſent, 463. 
4 Io promote the linen and hempen manufactures, preſented, 
150; receives the royal aſſent, 418. 2 
For the advancement of grade, preſented, 1503 receives the 
royal aſſent, 418. 3 
For granting to his Majeſty certain duties to be levied by 
the cammifſieners of ſtamps, -preſented, 150 receives 
the royal aſſent, 417, | | 


For granting certain duties on carriages, preſented 155 z re- 
ceives the royal aſſent, 18. 
For licenſing hawkers and pedlers, preſented, 155 z receives 
the royal aſſent, 418. 
For granting certain duties upon Iicenſes, preſented, 155 3 
._ © receiyes the royal aſſent, 188. | 
For facilitating the trade between this kingdom and Ameri- 
ca, preſented 168; receives the royal ailent, 418. 


y 


”o 
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Br LL, for granting Certain duties to be paid to the truſtees of the 


Royal Exchange, nt. 1683 receives the royal aſ- 
ſent, 418. 

For granting the ſum of 8001 to the Truſtees of the Li- 
nen Manufacture, preſented, 168 z receives the royal aſ- 
ſent, 418. 

For granting the ſum of 6000l. to the Lord Chan and 
Chief Judges, preſented 168; receives the royal aſſent, 

418. 

For eſtabliſhing a Poſt-office, preſented, 182 z receives the 
royal aſſent, 418. 

For granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral duties therein men- 
tioned, preſented, 184. 

For the better execution of the laws, crefenene 190 re- 
ceives the royal aſſent, 413. 

For widening and repairing the road from Dublin to Mala- 
hide, preſented, 237. 

For reducing the intereſt of money, preſented, 23g. 

For the amendment of the law in certain particulars, pre- 
ſented, 2633 receives the royal aſſent, 463. 

For puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, — 2643 re- 
cei ves the royal aſſent, 418. 


For prohibiting under - ſheriffs from officiating for more than 


one year, preſented, 301. 
For regulating the pipe-water of the city of Dublin, pre- 
ſented, 3493 receives the royal aſſent, 463. 


For uſing court-houſes, &c. preſented, 3493 receives the 


royal aſſent, 426. 
To difable any perſon from fitting or voting in the Houſe 
of Commons, who holds a penſion, &c. preſented, 35 3, 
To empbwer juſtices at quarter ſeſſions to determine in a 
ſummary way, preſented, 374. | 
For 7 ack." Frauds 1 in manufacturing cordage, preſented, 
37 
For aſcertaining the tithe of flax and hemp, preſented, 374. 
Far erecting turnpikes on the roads leading to the city of 
Dublin, preſented, 375. 
For the relief of perſons who have omitted to qualify, pre- 
ſented, 351 ; receives the royal aſſent, 463. 
For the preſervation of ſheep, preſented, 387 ; receives the 
royal aſſent, 363. 5 


To enable the Lord Chancellor, &c. to Nut? Lnaions of 


* 


appeal from the court of the arch biſhops, preſented, 382. 


For amending ſeveral laws relative to the regiſtering of free- 
holders, prefented, 382 receives the royal aſſent, 462. 

For more effectually preventing frauds againſt his Majeſty's 
revenue, preſented, 3823 receives the royal aſſent, 462. 

For encouraging, the cultivation and preſervation of trees, 
preſenteds . receives the We allent, 462, | 


— 


„ 


BI LT, for erecting turnpikes, &c. on the road leading to Dublin, 
8 through Rabeny and Clontarf, preſented, 382. 

| For the otter alcertaining the tithe of rape, preſented, 383. 
To encourage the improvement of barren land, preſented, 
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83. 
To n the admiſſion of freemen, preſented, 383. 
For better aſcertaining the tithe of flax in the province of 
Munſter, preſented, 383 ; receives the royal aſſent, 463. 
For continuing the acts relative to bankrupts, preſented, 


393. 
To enforce the laws in priſons, preſented, 393. | 
For improving and repairing the turnpike road from Dublin 
to Dunleer, preſented, 393 z receives the royal aſſent, 


403. . | 
For Wer ſupplying the city of Dublin with water, pre- 
ſented, 394 3 receives the royal aſſent, 463. . 
To amend an act for eſtabliſhing the buſineſs of a pawnbrok- 
er, preſented, 395 z receives the royal aſſent, 463. 
For the further payment of the debts of the late corporation 
for promoting inland navigation, preſented, 396 z receives 
the royal aſſent, 464. 


For regulating the baking trade, preſented, '397 : receives 
the royal aſſent. 463. | 


To enforce the payment of intereſt on private loans, pre- 
ſented, 397. _. 

To amend an act entitled, an act to prohibit the uſe of lime 
in bleaching, &c. preſented, 407. : | 

To explain and cog act for improving the turnpike 
road from Dublin to Kilcullen-bridge, preſented, 409. 

To encreaſe the ſalary of county treaturers, preſented, 415. 


To amend the laws for the relief of priſoners, &c. preſent- 
ed, 416. W 


Braquiere, Sir Joux, is againſt the bill for reducing the in- 
tereſt of money, 240, 279. 3 - 

Bol Ton, Mr. preſents a bill ta regulate. the admiſſion of free- - 
men, 383.— Preſents a bill for regulating the baking trade, 397. 


Bo vp, Mr. 273. 


Browne, Honourable Dr NN 18, ſupports the motion for an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, 7.— Takes notice of a ſpeech made by 
Mr. Forbes on a penſion held by a friend of his, 73. 


BrownLow, Mr. his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs to his 
- . Majelty, ;5.—Oppoſes the motion for dividing the money for 

promoting the linen manufacture, 186, 243.—lIs in favour of an 
enquiry into the collection of tithes, 193, 


n F273: 


 Bxowne, Mr. (of the College) oppoſes Mr. Grattan on the fub 3 


JeQ of tithes, 233.—His ſpeech on the bill for making compen- 
ſation to the clergy for tithes withheld from them, 257.—Moves 
for an account of the names and number of perſons indicted at 
the ſeveral commiſſions of Oyer and Terminer for two years, 
264.—Complains of the alteration made in the gallery of the 
Houſe, 351.—Supports the bill to prevent members of parlia- 
ment from holding penſions, 369.—Oppoſes Mr. Grattan's reſo- 
lutions on the ſubject of barren lands and tithes, 458. 


Brooke, Mr. 191. 


Boxen, Mr. (of Oldtown) deſires an explanation of ſome charges 
in the public accounts, 22, 27.— Wiſhes to know when the bill 
for the reduction of intereſt of money will be introduced, 161. 


BurxGn, Mr. (Aceountant-General) oppoſes the reſolutions for 
exempting the lower order of the people from the payment of 
hearth-money, 403.—Supports the reſolutions for forming rules 
and regulations, 421. 


Bus ne, Mr. his ſpeech on the ſubject of the Iriſh lotteries, 164. 


— States that no diſturbances. at preſent exiſt in the county of 
Kilkenny, 25 3.— Supports the bill for reducing the intereſt of 
money, 259.—Is againſt taking off the payment of hearth-mo- 
ney, 399. 56 Sg 


- 


Cc . 


Cavenvpisn, Sir Hzngy, oppoſes the building a new Houſe of 

_ - Induſtry, 31.—States the difference between Engliſh and Iriſh 
taxes, 79,—Mentions his intention of ſubmitting to the Houſe 
the reduction of the intereſt of money, 145.—Supports the bill 
for the reduction of intereſt, 280.—Preſents a bill to enforce the 
payment of intereſt on private loans, 397. | 


Cavan eleQion, proceedings on, 182, 302, 376. 


Cnaxcelior or THe ExcutqQUER, anſwers Mr. Parſons, 
and ſtates the national expence, 7, 9, 13,—Moves for leave to 
bring in a bill for the encouragement of ſeamen, 18,—Oppoſes 
granting money to the Governors of the Lying-in Hoſpital, 25. 
Moves that no money be granted, &c. 31.— Replies to Mr. 
Forbes on the ſubject of government expences, 69. Anſwers 
on the ſuhjed of public expence, and moves an amendment to 
Mr. Corry's reſoltuion, 75, 77. Moves ſeveral reſolutions on 
the ſtate of the nation, and explains a regulation of the numbet 
and pay of the army, 82, 83. — Mentions the good effects pro- 


F 


Auced by giving bounties, and the advantages the nation had 


derived from lotteries, 87.— Moves that a duty of 6d, be laid 
on all veſſels entering the port of Newry, 95.—Prelents bills 
for granting to his Majeſty ſeveral duties therein mentioned, 142. 


| Says government told the lotteries to the beſt advantage, 


144.— Preſents ſeveral bills for granting duties to his Mejeſty, 
150, 155, 168, 184. — Declares the terms on which the lotteries 
were negotiated were the moſt advantageous, 15 3.— Anſwers 
Mr. Parfors's tpeech on the loan-Vill, 160.—Supports the pro- 


© priety of laying a duty on the importation of foreign herrings, 


167,—His ſpeech on lowering the intereſt of money, 237. 
—Preſents a bill for reducing the intereſt on money, 239.— 


Supports the propricty of paſſing the bill, 275, 294, 328.— 


C 


Oppoſes the addreis to his Majeſty for reducing the penſion liſt, 
365.—Preſents a bill for erecting turnpikes on the roads to 
Clontarf and Raheny, 352.—Supports the reſolution for form- 


ing cules and regulations, 420. 


* 


LEMEN TS, Mr. 284, 299, 30%. 


ConoLLy, Mr. regrets the death of the Duke of Rutland, 8.— 


C 


Speech on the regulation of the army, 85.— Supports the bill 
for preventing members of parliam ent from holding penſions, 
354. Wilkes to relieve the lower order of people from the pay- 
ment of hearth- money, 397, 400. : | | 


oRRV, Mr. laments the death of the Duke of Rutland, and re- 
queſts Mr. Parſons to withdraw his amendment, 9.—Mentions 


the neceſſity for reducing the duties on the import of tobacco, 


18. Moves that the proper officers do lay before the Houſe ſe- 
veral accounts, 19.— Fakes notice of ſums paid to Colonel 
Valancey, and the Duke of Rutland, 21, 22,—Vindicates the 
conduct of Mr. Forbes, 73. — Remarks en public expences and 
ſeveral ſums granted by government, 74, 75. — Moves that the 
expences of the nation have exceeded her revenues 180, oool. 77. 
—His ſpeech on the regulation of the army, 86.—!]s againſt 
equally dividing the bounties for encouraging the linen manu- 
faQture, 245, 247. | : 


Cor vil rr. Mr. oppoſes the bill for reducing the intereſt of mo- 


ney, 291, 325.—Prefents a bill for the further payment of the 
debts of the late corporation for promoting inland navigation, 


2991 for poſtponing the conſideration of reſolutions for 
ming rules ang regulations, 423. , 


CoorE, Mr. 284. 


Courexs Aries bill, debates on, 264. 


| Crorrton, Sir EDwarD, 347, 414. 


„ 


Corr, Mr. anſwers Mr. Burgh, 27.— Anſwers Mr. Forbes, 80. 
— Oppoſes the bill for erecting turnpikes, 270. 


Curran, Mr. is for a reform in the collection of tithes, 2 36.— 
Objects to a clauſe in the compenſation-bill, 264.—Oppoſes 
the bill for erecting turnpikes, 270.—His ſpeech on the tobacco 
bill, 27 3.— Supports the bill for preventing members of parlia- 
ment from holding penſions, 366.—Preters a complaint againſt 
Mr. Chatterton, 437, 439- 


Cunnincauam, General, 299. 3 


. D 
Dal v, Mr. Dennis, ' 376. 


DeLvin, Lord, moves an addreſs to his Majeſty, 2.— Report: 
the addreſs to his Majeſty, 10. 


F 


FitzuerBET, Mr. takes the oaths and his ſeat, 16.—Requeſts 
Mr. Burgh to withdraw his motion, 27.—Aſſures the Houſe 
that no Racker augmentation of the army is intended, 86.—In- 
forms the Houſe of his Majeſty's anſwer to' the addreſs of the 
Houſe, 89.—Inſifts that government ſold the lotteries in the beſt 
manner, 164.— Supports the bill for making compenſation ta 
the clergy for tithes withheld from them, 261,—Is againſt the 
bill for preventing members of parliament from holding penſi- 

ond, 354+ 5 


FLood, Sir FaeDERICE, oppoſes a bill for the erection of turn- 
pike gates, 269, 333» 375. Ils againſt reducing the intereſt of 
money, 290. : | 7 
FoxBes, Mr. requeſts to be informed if an addition of 20001. has 

been lately made to the penſion lift, 67. Expreſſes his diſa- 

tisfaction at the anſwer he receives, and adverts to the practice 
of providing country houſes for the ſervants of the crown, 68. 

Calls the attention of the Houſe to a ſalary of gool. per ann, 
granted to the clerk of the hanaper, 69.—ObjeRs to a penſion 
of 10001. granted to Mr. Browne, 70; and of one of 640l. to 
Mr. Higginbottom, and three penſions granted to Mr. Aſhworth, 

71.—klis ſpeech on the bill for reducing the intereſt of money, 
310.—Remarks on the expence of the police eſtabliſhment, | 
339.—Preſents a bill to diſable any perſon from fitting in the 
Houſe of Commons who has any penſion, &c. 35 3; ſtates the 
neceſlity for paſſing the bill, and moves an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, 356.—Supports the reſolutions for exempting the poor 
from payment of hearth- money, 404. 


Fos 1ER, Mr. Joux WII IIA u, 393.—Explains the Dunleer 


* 


tur npike- bill, 413. 


„„ - *M 
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Gardiner, Mr. defends the conduct <f the goverors of the 
Houſe of Induftry, 875.—Moves for the receipt of the commiſ- 
ſioners of police ſince their inſtitution, 251.—Preſents a bill for 
erecting turnpikes on the avenues leading to the city of Dublin, 
375.— Supports a clauſe for encreaſing the ſalary of the gaoler 

ol the county of Dublin, 407. ; 


* 


Gar TAN, Mr. gives notice of his intention to enter on the ſub- 
ject of tithes, 65.— His ſpeech on the regulation of the army, 
84.— His ſpeeches on the ſubje& of tithes, 191, 193.— His 
ſpeeches on the bill for making compenſation to the clergy for 
tithes withheld from them, 254, 265. —Oppoſes the police: bill, 

340.— Preſents a bill for aſcertaining the tithe of rape; a bill 

to encourage the improvement of barten - land; and a bill for 
aſcertaining the tithe of flax in the province of Munſter, 38 3.— 
Urges the neceſſity for pailing the bills, 390.—ls for exempting 
the poor from the payment of hearth- money, 405. Objects to 
ſeveral charges in the accounts of the commiſſioners of police, 
. 444.-—Offers ſeveral reſolutions, on the ſubject of tithes, 445. 


Garri n, Mr. 290, 347, 348, 352, 393, 420, 425 · 
; 20 = 


Haw1t ron, Mr. $aceviiLe, his ſpeech in favour of the com- 
penſation- bill, 256. | 8 


HaxTsSToONGe, Sir HEN RV, approves the addreſs to his Majeſty, 
6. Moves for a committee of courts of juſtice, 427.— His 
ſpeeches on the ſubject of an enquiry into the conduct of Baron 
Hamilton, 428, 431.— Moves that Mr. Sleater, printer of the 
Dublin Chronicle, be ordered to attend the Houſe, 441. 


HarxTLEey, Mr. his ſpeech on the bill for reducing the intereſt of 
money, 290.— States the expences of the police eſtabliſhment, 
336.—Prelents a bill for better ſupplying the city of Dublin 

with water, 394. 


8 Harro, Mr. 22. 


Haves, Mr. takes notice of the high price of wool, and moves 
for leave io bring in a bill for the preſervation of ſheep, 18.— 
Remarks on the expence incurred by building the new courts of 
juſtice, 64.— His ſpeech on the compenfation-bill, 262.—Pre- 
ſents a bill for the pretervation of ſheep, 381.—Preſents a bill 

for the cultivation and preſervation of trees, 384. 


Hab, Mr. approves the idea of rewarding faithful and deſerv= 
ing ſervants of the crown, but is againſt their receiving pen- 
ſions, 70. 5 5 | | 


Hr apron, Lord, moves an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 10. 
Eg Reports the addreſs, 14. 


HgAR TH-Mo NEN, debate on, 397. 


Hew1TrT, Serjeant, preſents a bill for continuing the laws rela- 
tive to bankrupts, 393. 


Hot wes, Mr. points out the hardſhips % confined debtors, 150. 
—Preſents a bill to eſtabliſh the buſineſs of a pawabroker, 394. 


HuTcninson, Sir Faanc1s, ſupports the petition of the go- 
vernors of the Houſe of Induſtry, 31.—Difapproves of the bar- 
gain made by. govefnment for two lotteries, 143.—Obſerves on 
the impolicy of the terms of the loan, 152.—Is againſt dividing 
lottery tickets into ſmall ſhares, 154.—Oppoſes the bill for the 
reduction of the intereſt of money, 324.—Makes obſervations 
on the accounts of the commiſſioners of police, 443. 


I 


Iur ks r Accounts, report of the commiſſioners of, preſent- 
ed, 47. | | 


IN TERKEST or Money, debates on lowering the, 237, 275» 
307, 344. | 


JoceLyn, Lord, preſents the liſt of penſions, 32. 


. K 
Kearney, Mr. 329. 


| KincesBoroven, Lord, is for an enquiry into the exactions of 
tithes,” 192. 


L 


LawLess, Sir Nichols, ſupports the bill for reducing the in- 
tereſt of money, 297. | 


Lanczisat, Sir HexCULEs, is againſt any encroachment on 
the ſum allowed for the payment of the corn bounties, 411. 


Loxp LizuTENAN T, his ſpeeches to both Houſes of Parliament, 
1, 406.— His anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, 1).— Gives 


the royal aſſent to ſeveral acts, 417, 426, 462.—Prorogues the 
parliament, 466. | 


Lorerus, Mr. preſents the report of the commiſſioners of impreſt 
accounts, 47. | 


NM 
MasoN, Mr. reports from the committee of ſupply, 90, 96, 116, 
146, 154, 162, 184.—18 againſt hearing counſel on the police - 


> ' £0 


bill, 249.—Oppoſes the bill for reducing the intereſt of mo- 
ney, 284.—Is againſt the bill for preventing members of parlia- 
ment from holding penſions, 364.—Preſents a bill for prevent- 
ing frauds in his Majeſty's revenue, 382. 


MazweLL, Mr. ſeconds the motion for an Adele to the Lord 
Lieut enant, 1o. 


Mess aczs from the Lord Lieutenant to the Houſe, , 417, 426, 


MoLiLyNzevux, Mr. 349- 


Mook, Mr. movesa reſolution reſpecting members taken into 
the cuſtody of the 8 at Arms, 181. 


_ N | 


Newexnnam, Sir EDward, his ſpeech in favour of the inhabi- 
tants of the barony of Donore, 169.—Is againit turnpikes, 27 4. 
—Oppoles the police-bill, 348. 1 


Ro 


wy 
O'BRIEN, Sir Lucius, 275, 344, 346, 381, 428. a 
Oct, Mr. oppoſes the bill for erecting turnpike gates, 270, 374. 
O' Ne III, Mr. 408. : 


O'NeiiL, Mr. CuarLe S, Show a bill for the amendment of 
the law in Certain particulats, 263. 


P 


PacxenHaM, Captain, ſeconds the motion for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, 4. 


ParsoN 5, MM. oppoſes the addreſs to his geh , 6 .— Moves 
an amendment to the addrets, 8. —-Oppoſes the addreſs and 
moves a ſecond amendment, 1 3.—Compares the taxes of Eng- 
__ France and Ireland, 78.— His ſpeech on the loan-bill, 

2 . 163. * againſt making any 1 in the collection 


tithes, 2 34. Drs * 
Prrireox of the high-ſheriff, &c. Ye. of the county of Kil- 
kenny, 16, 20. » 


Of Francis Seunderſon; Eſa; 17. * 

Of the governors of the Lying-in Hoſpital, 23. 

Of Thomas Winder, Eſqz 27. 

Of the cotton mangtaRurers of the city of Cork, 29. 


Of John Edw W 


r 


Petition Of the corporation for the relief of tha poor, 30. 

Of the citizens of Limerick, 46. 

Of the company for making the river —— navi- 
gable, ibid. 

Of the governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, 63. 

Of the Incorporated Society, 101d. 

Of the Dublin Society, 67. 

Of the manufacturers of ſattinet, contdifilng; &c. 72. 

Of the Greenland F iſhery Company of Londonderry, 
ibid. 

Of James King and Abraham Bradley King, 81, 82. 

Of the ſeneſchal, merchants, &c, of the barough of 
Newry, 88. 

Of the woollen manufaQurers of the city of Dublin, 
114. 

Of the woollen manufaurers of the city of Cork, 
115, 

Of . inhabitants of the town of Granard, 149. | 

Of one hundred and forty perſons confined in the 

Four-courts Marſhalſea, 15,1. 


Of the merchants, traders, &c. of the town of Drog- 
heda, bid. 


Of Robert Wation Wade, 155. | 
Of the inhabitants of the barony of Donore, 169. 
on 10 company of undertakers of the Grand Canal, 


of th: fo ſovereign, burgeſſes, &c. of che town of Bel- 
faſt, 181. 

Of John Staples and James Caulkeld, Eſqrs. 247. 

Of the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, 248. 

Of the cheque manufacturers of the * of Lime- 
rick, 275. 


Of the mayor, bailiffs, &c. of the town of Wexford, 


Of the the inhabitants of the town of Drogheda, 30). 
Of the truſtees of Robert Brooke, Eſq; 330. 
Ot Thomas, Patrick, and Andrew Of eilly, 345+ 
Of John MKenly, 22 
Ot the owners of job carriages, 349. 
Ol the beſſion grand jury of the city of Dublin, 37 3. 
Of William Somerville, Eſq; 376. 
Of the corporation for promoting the Tyrone navi- 
gatios 377. 
Of the common brewers of the city of Cork, 378. 
Of George Roe, 379. 


Of the high- ſheriff and grand j jury of the county of 
Limerick, 383. 
Of the wollen — of the city of- Dublin, 
and * thereof, 384. 


= „ 

PzTzT1oN of the corporation and common brewers of the city 
of Dublin, 384. 

Of the ſedan chairmen of the city of Dublin, 386. 

Of the gentlemen, clergy, &c. of the county of Dub- 


lin, 407. 
Of David Fitzgerald, 431. 2 
Of the high- ſheriff and grand jury of the county of 
Dublin, 468. . 


Pans tons, liſt of, preſented, 32. Debate and motions reſpect- 
vg, 68, 69, 74, 354. * | 


Policz-BI LL, debates, TJ on, 190, 271, 305, 334. 


Pon son zx, Mr. Gzonce, is againſt the bill for the reduQion of 
the intereft of money, 162, 322. | 


 Poxsonay, Mr. prefents a bill for eſtabliſhing a poſt-office, 182. 
— Preſents a bill for amending ſeveral laws relative to the regiſ- 
tering of freeholders, 382. | Sa 


Prin SexjeantT, ſupports the bill for reducing the intereſt of 
money, 308. „ ; 


| R 
ResoLuTtoNs of the committee of ſupply, o, 96, 116, 146. 
c — of the Houſe, to form rules and regulations, 415. 


Row LET, Mr. 352. 
Rull zs and Rxcul ar ons, debates on, 420. 
SAUNDERSON, Mr, petitions the Hauſe, 17.—Is ſwarn in, 302. 


ScnuepuLes of duties on goods imported, and the drawbacks 
allowed on exportation, 102, 120.—Of ſtamp duties, 131. 


SeckETARY or "STATE, calls the attention of the Houſe to the 
protection of the rights of the clergy, and moxes fur leave to 
bring, in a bill for that purpoſe, 64.—Replies to-Mt. Grattan, 
66.—Explains why a meſſage had not been ſent down to the 
Hauſe on the augmentation of the army in the Fear 4769.—1s 
againſt a duty of 108. per barrel laid on foreign berrings, 152, 
164.—W iſbes to introduce a clauſe in the bill to promote the 
linen manufacture, 155.— Moves that the ſum of 7800l. granted 

to promote the linen manufactute, be divided in four equal parts 
between the four provinces, „85. His ſpeeches on the bill for 
making compenſation to the clergy for tithes withheld from 
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them, 252, 2.53, 256,—Propoſes a clauſe to be introduced into 
the compenſation-bill, 264.—Oppoſes the bill for regulating 
priſoners fees, 347.— Mentions the $0 conduct of the gen- 
tlemen of Trinity College, 353.—Prefents a bill to amend an 

act for prohibiting the uſe of lime in bleaching, 407. —Oppoſes 
the bill for improving the turnpike road from Dublin to Kilcul- 
len-bridge, 410.—Preſents a bill to amend, the laws for the re- 
lief of priſoners, &c. 416.—Is againſt having ſeveral reſoluti- 
ons, moved by Mr. Grattan, on the ſubje& of barren lands and 
tithes, entered on the Journals, 459. | 


SHERI DAN, Mr, preſents a bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſer- 
tion, 264. | 8 

SoLIicitoR GENERAL, ſays he thinks the Houſe of Induſtry 
does not anſwer the purpoſe of its inſtitution, 87.—Supports a 
clauſe propoſed to be introduced into the compenſation-bill, 
266.—Oppoles the bill for the reduction of the intereſt of 
money, 282.—Preſents a bill for uſing court-houſes, &c. 349. 
— Preſents a bill fer improving the turnpike road from Dublia 
to Kilcullen-bridge, and propoſes a plan for raiſing 10,0001, 
40%. +. 8 | 


SPEAKER, attends the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 1. 
—States the advantages ariſing from the preſent plan of diſtti- 
buting bounties for encouraging the linen manufacture, 186. 
— Supports the bill for the reduction of intereſt of money, 314. 
—His ſpeech on preſenting the money-bills, 419, * 


Srzzcn of the Lord Lieutenant on opening the ſeſſion, 1; on 
cloſing the ſeſſion, 465. © n 


STEWART, Mr. 250, 272, 338, 408. 
P 


3 ib: 


Ticne, Mr. 80. 


Txencn, Mr. ſupports the petition of the governors of the Ly- 
ing-in Hoſpital, 24.—Replies to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, 26.— 17 the injuſtice of not granting a ſum towards 
the ſupport of the Rying-in Hoſpital, 32.— Ex plains the rea- 
ſon for government giving Mr. Talbot 4000l.— Moves for a re- 
turn of the number of perſons buried in the city of Dublin from 
January, 1783, to January, 1788. Propoſes to lay a tax on 
gaming, 274.—Preſents the report and reſolutions of the come 
mittee on the petition from the Lying-in Hoſpital, 350. 


ToLer, Mr. r preſents a bill for the better ſecurity of 
purchaſers of land under decrees in courts of equity, 149.— 


Rt ˖ͤ 
Supports a Clauſe propoſed to be introduced into the compenſa- 
tion-bill, 265. 
Toxxrixxs, debates on, 269, 274» 375» 490. 
W 


Wanxz Ng Alderman, preſents a bill os regulating che pipe-wa- 
ter of the city of Dublin, 349. 


Was rzv, Mr. expreſſes his approbation of the addreſs to his 
ihr, 4» 


